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1st January     Pluais Gabhar ï Pollapooka II ï A1e. 
Solo 
11:00. Sunset 16:32: Cloud 30 %: Wind SW, F2/3 Visibility 30Nm: Temp 7°C: Gauge 21mm: 
Ground sodden: The Plan, Descend pot; possibly Pollapooka II. First of the Year. En-route 
encountered Mary Howard near Balliny; long catchup. Parked up at the Cross, walked in 
with ladder etc. Passing by Poulbruíon, unexpected engine noise noted from the light aircraft 
of óWing Commanderô Geh. Frantic waving causing the aircraft to circle; likely NG took some 
nice aerial shots. Checked Pluais Gabhar, recent wind damage to sheltered trees, a large 
stream flowing beneath the óskylightô in the depression. Inside, evidence of rain event/s; the 
shelf silt surface, on which the Stone Axe was placed, suffered from an elevated stream flow, 
further evidence indicating primary flow tumbled through the entrance, evident from a clean 
washed limestone floor channel in the leaf cover. Pleased to note external, yellow survey 
point in situ.  
 

 
                     Image attempti ng reconcile sink - Pollapooka II and rift entrance of A1e. 
 

Walked north twenty five metres to what was firmly believed Pollapooka II. Rigged ladder to 
bush, slid into a narrow rift. At ï2 metres, both feet encountered soft obstruction, craning 
neck, could see  calf or large sheep skull looking up; the stench arrived seconds later. Danced 
on the blockage to shift it down. Found several branches securing corpse, vegetation, and 
clay like humic material together. Pivoting, saw rift continue on downwards, two  metres at 
least. CoC, 1981, p68, describes Pollapooka II a five metre long sink, too tight to follow: some 
200 metres southwest of Pollapooka I. Previous scribing of this distance placed said site and 
A1e adjacent Pluais Gabhar. It may be that these sites titles have become switched. Whatever 
the reason, a pot is present at ITM 514571 x 705204, (seeming to fit the A1e description, 
p69,CoC). Likewise the small sink, fits Pollapooka II. I therefore believe the ITM map 
reference for Pollapooka II is ITM 514582 x 705223. And A1e is in fact ITM 514571 x 705204. 
Recovered kit. 
A1e entrance is beneath a minor overhang of a one metre high limestone terrace, beneath, 
and to the rear of a mature bush successfully obscuring the opening when in leaf. Walked 
twenty metr es to what was also believed is the sink A1e. The water sinking here is from 
surface runoff.  
Eyeing back from the location of Pollapooka II toward Pluais Gabhar, A1e is a little off line, 
with this I am now confident of the precise location of all three s ites. 
Returned to the motor via the óMiners cabinô, the wind chill would cut you in half. Stopped at 
the second gate to fix GPSR signal and assess any error present for today, left it stabilize for 
twenty five minutes. During which time took photos of Arke en Point, adjacent Poulgorm, 
and southwesterly toward sites and resurgences S7, S6 and S5. 
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A1e at base of one metre limestone terrace step.        Entrance at back of bush, beneath limestone shelf. 

 
4th January     Shannon  
Picked up SC from the Boston flight, -4ÁC throughout journey, Doolin ï Shannon- Kilkee ï 
Doolin, only reached 0ÁC arriving back at 10:00. Bad weather predicted for the week. 
 
4th January (2020)      Lost Simon Halliday P.C.N. to Lancaster Hole, main drain sump 
 
5th January                     Lost Mick Durdy, P.C.N. (å27th November 2024).    
 
8th January     Burren. 
Snow and ice conditions continue, all approaches to the dig impassable.  
 
8th January     Irish Times 
Jen Hogan: interviewed for article on caving.  
 
10th January     Doolin 
Snow still falling.  
 

  
                      Attempt to reconcile actual location of Faunarooska entrances for elimination.  
             Using the cave survey note all entrance depression are on the same bearing/alignment. 
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11th January     Sliabh Eilbhe 
Nigel Burns 
13:00. Sunset 16:45: Cloud 20%: Wind SSW, F3: Visibility 20Nm: Rain Gauge 11mm: Temp 
9°C: Ground very wet: The Plan. Try establish Faunarooska entrances in ITM format. Picked 
up NB from CCôs. Parked at the Cross. Approached Faunarooska through second gate along 
the Droverôs Road, plan to search northwards toward Poulbru²on. Last seen NB at Popeyeôs 
funeral, so much to catch up on. Preparation noted the linear form of the entrances from the 
survey in Caves of NW Clare, (1969, p141). Previous attempts to reconcile entrances had 
failed. Adjacent believed locations of F2 and F3 a number of depressions present confusion. 
From Faunarooska entrance, (A2), established a datum to check GPS error. Took compass 
bearing, adjusted for magnetic deviation, headed north. Winter vegetation markedly lower, 
enabling a clearer view. Most obvious, the series of leafless bushes, trending east of north. 
Entrances found in almost each. NB took photos. Relocated the rift with the builders ladder, 
previously noted with PMcG. In several places, near this alignment, are shallow, choked de-
pressions. Later, unhappy plotting these coordinates. Need to repeat. Headed back, passing 
Poulbruíon. Quick change, PMC arrived late, suggesting a curry in Ennis. Crackinô meal and 
drinks. Drove back in serious fog. Stopped for more drink in  OôRiains, Corrofin. Nice.   
 

 
Showing conflicting map references, need eliminant discrepancies to identify surviving Faunarooska 
entrances to confirm new discoveries in the very northern area of F5 and F6 sinks.  Pouldréimire, 
named for the extant builders ladder, is an obvious, highly valued source of water for livestock. 

 
Attempt reconcile ï eliminate Faunarooska sinks, measurements taken between entrances 
off the Faunarooska survey, (Caves of Northwest Clare, 1969, p141). Greatest distance be-
tween A2 and F6 is some 292 metres , (960ft). Dead reckoning bearing from  the survey is 
å032Á true. As above imagery. Itôs increasing likely some of the sites noted are indeed new. 
Concern over l GPS signal error requires these references be double checked. 
Issues arise identifying F2 and F3 seemingly choked? Are they the shallow depressions? 
 
Additionalé Recorded heading north from Faunarooska = A2. 
A2 ITM 514182 x 704569. Faunarooska main entrance.    
Site 1 ITM 514206 x 704615      If  F2  170ft from A2,  51m 
Site 2 ITM 514232 x 704652                                            If  F3 330ft from A2, 
100m 
Site 3 ITM 514248 x 704737      If  F4 480ft from A2, 
146m 
Site 4 ITM 514248 x 704688. Ladder in Rift (Pouldréimire ?).        If  F5 700ft from A2, 
213m 
Site 5 ITM 514291 x 704763      If  F6 960ft from A2, 
292m 
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Attempted reduce these map reference anomalies, using graph paper to scale new GPS 
ITMôs. Plots show a maximum of 220m, (720ft) from A2 to F6. Off the survey itôs 290m, 
(960ft)?? The original survey shows F6 as a large depression, with a hypothetical hydrologi-
cal route. The issue is how accurate was the original fixing of F6, surveying over uneven 
landscape to create the original survey? This featureless landscape requires precise entrance 
map referencing. Prior to the new sites there was no need, cavers only seeming to visit Fau-
narooska: no desire to wander about the mountain. 
 

 
Other than by fluorescein, the only way, squeeze allowing, to identify F4 is to emerge after entering 
A2, likewise F2 though somewhat closer. Intend set GPS  to ófindô A2, walk northeast, distance will 
therefore display as ñtoò, can do this solo. 
032ÁT line bisects circles, offering an ñaboutò location of each feature. F2 and F4 are actual entrances. 
 

 
                                           Location of MQLA sites in relation to Hallidayôs Hole. 
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                                                                         New sites. 

 
                                                              Main sites on Queallyôs land. 

12th January     Poulbruíon 
Nigel Burns, Fynn Randall  
13:00. Sunset 16:46: Cloud 100%, base 950ft: Wind SE, F6/8: Visibility 15Nm: Rain Gauge 
2mm: Temp 8°C: Ground wet: The Plan. Dig. Arrived in rain. FR below, NB winching, PC 
toting spoil. Awaiting spoil removed, digging focused on creating a channel between East and 
West walls. At -3.7m FR exposed todayôs small stream, long heard but unseen. Increased 
depth and width of channel, leaving spoil buttress to support north and south faces. Lowered 
channel depth, to -4.2m below platform, exposed base of boulder, (1m x 0.6m x 0.3m) a con-
servative 450Kgs. Stream pooled about FRôs feet: two drain holes made, releasing the water; 
the sound of it falling down through boulders, pure delight. Previous belts with the sledge of 
the Monster had no effect other than shrapnel whiffling past the digger. Clearing about the 
boulder, FR noted a hair line crack, applying Popeyeôs small pick, took off a bit. Cautious op-
timism arose, perhaps no need of Gads, drills or others means required? Cleared more spoil 
exposed more of the Monster, FR to surface. PC used the sledge, reducing the Monster to 
pieces, large and small. All the while NB patiently hand winched the spoil to surface: sixty 
five kibbles in all. Debris placed upon the spoil pile within the depression, the height of the 
containing wall was 
increased, a little. NB and FR to donate to the shoring fund. A fine session. Called to his 
place, so FR could collect cash to treat the elderly to some nice pints in McGannôs. 
                                                                                                         Kibbles 152, Nets 2, Hours 9, (193). 
 
15th January (1995) Conleth Cormican, Brian Kennedy, Philip Marshall.     
                                                             Cradle Hole, Fermanagh. 
 
15th January     Limerick General, Nuclear Bone scan.  
 
16th January      Croom consultant appointment  14:00 
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17th January      Limerick, more blood testing. 
17th January      Spoke with Paul Thompson, Sue Harrison is not well. 
 
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-style/2025/01/18/wild-caving-axe-throwing-aerial-yoga-
step-outside-your-comfort-zone-with-these-hobbies/ 
 
18th January     CL018-011000, Portal Tomb, Moyree Commons Townland. 
Pius Murray, John Burke, Siobhan OôSullivan, Mary Howard, Brian? Pascal and Margaret 
Duffy, Ruth?, Irene? Elaine Lynch, Louise? plus six others: PC. 
09:30. Sunset 16:57: Cloud 15%: Wind SE, F4: Visibility 20Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp 
13°C: Ground damp: The Plan. Clear tomb of encroaching briar and foliage. Assembled at the 
triangle junction, (ITM 535820 x 687944).  
Sorted out car sharing; headed to site. Most of the day spent snipping away the dense cover. 
Rewarded with a very nice, curious, arrangement of large boulders. Adjacent stonework 
seems a much later affair; though may be residual from a much denuded covering mound 
circa. Regular tea stops, in a cold wind. In conversation found SO, knows of a souterrain in 
Ballyteige. It may actually be Ballyteige East? If so, it may be Souterrain CL017-106002. She 
will attempt   arrange permission with the farmer who is   a friend of her friend. Pius Murray 
asked of a cave Glenula, in Oughtdarra? Never heard of that name nor recognize the descrip-
tion? NG has also been asked. PM has also offered to lead PC to a souterrain out on Tully-
common. All good fun, a Grand Day Out. 
 
19th January     Poulbru²on 
Solo 
11:15. Sunset 16:58: Cloud 100%, base 900ft: Wind SE, F4/5: Visibility 10Nm: Raining: Rain 
Gauge 2mm: Temp 9°C: Ground damp: The Plan. Shoring. Took in Hilti, TBôs mini-grinder, 
assorted tools etc. Evidence of human presence, a mini dolmen constructed adjacent the dig: 
NG? Stripped a surplus å1.5m length of galvanized scaffold tube from the Headframe, 
lowered same and tools down shaft. Began, carefully to remove the buttress at the base of the 
North Face. A lot of thick, heavy mud, among which the stones removed were not too big; 
stability maintained. Prepared the area for a stemple, 0.4m below the lowest drilled both 
16mm holes. Clearing mud stuck to the east wall, noted a ócheekô of limestone had formed, 
behind which a hollow area once took a stream. This area appearing develop north-ish. As 
does the lowest, visible area of the west wall. Re-located both 16mm holes some 50mm above 
the others, attempting increase distance from this now doubtful secure anchor point. It being 
possible, during tightening the bolt, to fracture - break this ócheekô off. Having filled large 
kibble with mud, stuck the rest to the west wall, for next session. Stemple length measured as 
1.17m, so able to use one of the two 1.2m stemples, on site. The 1.5m left in the shaft as this 
sort of length will be required for the next South Face stemple, as the east wall, from where 
the stream issues steps back somewhat. Foresee anchoring issues hereabouts. Installed 
stemple tightened into place, no damage to ócheekô. The buttress below the South Face would 
benefit from temporary support during its preparation for the next stemple. Measured width 
between shoring; proposed PVC pipe maximum diameter can only be 1024mm, with internal 
working space diameter of 900mm. Cleared the drain holes, the stream swiftly disappearing 
without issue. 
Thinking of using timber struts braced against small sheets of ply and the opposite wall, once 
the face has been quickly cut back from the vertical line of the stemples. The height of the 
buttress may permit cutting an east - west horizontal channel, lessening time required and 
spoil removal? Offering more control over maintaining the integrity of the predominantly silt 
and small stone deposit consisting the South Face?             Kibbles 153, Nets 2, Hours 3, 
(196). 
 
19th January                    Fatality, male, Diccan Pot, name not released. 
 

https://www.irishtimes.com/life-style/2025/01/18/wild-caving-axe-throwing-aerial-yoga-step-outside-your-comfort-zone-with-these-hobbies/
https://www.irishtimes.com/life-style/2025/01/18/wild-caving-axe-throwing-aerial-yoga-step-outside-your-comfort-zone-with-these-hobbies/
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20th January     Poulbru²on 
Fynn Randall 
17:00. Sunset 17:02: Cloud 80%: Fog: Wind SE, F3: Visibility 15Nm: Rain Gauge 3mm: 
Temp 8°C: Ground damp: The Plan. Shoring. Carried in a 1.2m length of scaffold and some 
pieces of plywood. The South Face receives surface runoff from the south area of the large, 
shallow depression: beyond the tramway. Volume varies. Occasionally resulting in 
subsidence. The south face support buttress needed be cut back to permit installation of the 
next stemple, whilst needing maintain integrity. FR hand winching, PC below. Carefully 
nibbled away the face, fortunately no large boulders encountered. Clearing the east end, 
exposed the area below the stream entry; a complex of joints, and uneven wall surface: only 
one suitable anchor point, requiring a stemple about 150mm longer than that available: 
forgot to bring the tape measure.  The tube recovered from the headframe can be used, 
needing a little bit cut off to fit. Fitted one of the plywood pieces up against the east side. 
Used a 1.2m length of scaffold to brace it against a boulder in the north face. Set to clearing 
the clay from yesterdayôs session to access the west end of the south face. No boulders 
encountered preparing this half of the face. Fitted this plywood, bracing it with another 1.2m 
length to a northern stemple. All now secure, ready for the predicted deep low approaching 
from the west sometime the end of the week. Need mesh, backing and scaffolding. Twenty-
five loads lifted.    Kibbles 178, Nets 2, Hours 5, (201). 
 
23rd January (19:30)  Storm £owyn, most of the west coast lost power and water. 
 
24th January     Extensive storm damage across the Country, lost power and water supplies. 
02:00. Galway Bay, wind measured at 135km/hr. gusting 183km/hr. Lost power supply. 
09:00. Went to help neighbours EMcN, PMcN, Julie Randall, CC; storm, hurricane force. 
 
27th January     Poulgorm and Springs, Arkeen. 
Solo 
10:30. Sunset 17:13: Cloud 90%: Storm Herminia: Visibility 25Nm: Rain Gauge 6mm: Temp 
7°C: Ground wet: The Plan, Triangulate Poulgorm from three locations. Much damage to 
trees, houses, barns  etc. Squeezed the Subaru beneath the stable, fallen tree, bridging the 
coast road at Ballynalacken. At Poulsallagh noted the large southwestern swell would mask 
any resurging mushroom. Abandoned trip, will head to the dig later today.  
 
27th January     Poulbru²on 
Solo 
14:00. Sunset 17:13: Cloud 100%, base 900ft: Storm Herminia: Visibility 10Nm: Rain Gauge 
6mm: Temp 6°C: Ground sodden. The Plan, install shoring. Stopped on the hill, above 
Kilmoon, by huge area of felled trees, a wall of foliage some eight metres high. Turned about 
to take the coast road. Found tree at Ballynalacken cleared. Damage to rooves in Fan Oír. 
Parked at the Cross, carried in rebar and last pieces of mesh. Could hear the stream 
chuckling below, changing the aspect of the bottom of the shaft. A small trickle followed the 
tramway. Evidence of much water falling down the shaft. The small unsupported, central, 
area of the south face had experienced a small slump. Repositioned the two scaffold tubes 
holding the two plywood supports in place: a grand idea. Cleared plughole, to reduce water 
level, creating loud gurgling below. Inserted the mesh; drove five lengths of rebar almost 
horizontally  among the boulder fill, hoping to reduce risk of severe, sudden collapse: 
delighted. Prepared the North Face, trimming it vertically to a point just behind the stemple. 
Removed several boulders, none compromised stability. Lowered this area some 0.5m, using 
the stones and boulders to back pack the stemples and mesh, again to reduce any movement. 
Have taken to driving some rebar lengths so they finish an inch or so, just above the stemple. 
Any subtle movement should be indicted by the rebar pressed down onto the stemple. 
Pockets of course gravel and sand among the two tone clay; all spoil packed into the SW 
corner for the next session.  A cavity was exposed in the NW corner: left side of the North 
Face. This will create a support issue, requiring drilling of the west wall, to insert bridging 
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rebar.  The floor of this small cavity, 0.5m cube, slopes to the NW. Lots of gaps in the boulder 
floor. The stream flows away nicely. Lifted the large kibble. 
Exited to driving rain.                                                       Kibbles 179, Nets 2, Hours 3, (204 total). 
 
January Rainfall Carnane. 
01/01/25  21. 02/01/25  0. 03/01/25  1. 04/01/25 3.  05/01/25 15.    06/01/25 4. 
07/01/25   0.  08/01/25   0.    09/01/25 0.     10/01/25 4.  11/01/25    2.    12/01/25 11. 
13/01/25    5.  14/01/25  14.     15/01/25  1.     16/01/25 0.  17/01/25    0.    18/01/25  0. 
19/01/25    1.  20/01/25   0.     21/01/25  2.    22/01/25 3.  23/01/25   9.    24/01/25  9. 
25/01/25  11.  26/01/25   8.     27/01/25  6.   28/01/25  2.  29/01/25  0.    30/01/25  8. 
31/01/25   0.                                                                                                             Total 140 
 
1st February     Tobar St. Colm§in, CL009-006001, Cahermakerrila Td. 
Paul Mcnamara 
15:00. Sunset 17:22: Cloud 100%: Wind SW,F4: Visibility 25Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp 
9ÁC. Ground awash. The Plan: search for reported hole. MOL, PMcN, EMcN and JMcN all 
spoke of a hole, (Souterrain? Cave?) Adjacent the Blessed Well of St. Colm§in, (ITM 517240 x 
700215).  
 

   
                View NW, Tobar St. Colm§in                                          Suggested, Penitential Station 
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                  View NW from Sink to Well.                                     View SE Station, Well and Hut site. 

 
                 St. Colm§inôs Sink ITM 517260 x 700215.  Landowner E McNamara, Ballynalacken. 

 
Land owned by EMcN, worked by MOL. Permissions to wander granted. PMcN offered guide 
to the site. Adjacent the well are two other sites. CL009-006002 suggested a penitential 
station, four metres north of the Well and CL009-006003 a Hut site; two metres in 
diameter. Local knowledge relates the Penitential station actually a place of headache cure. 
The hut site is small, the exposed location suggests it a shelter for those attending the Well. A 
shallow gulley is situated some twenty metres east of the Well. A voice connection 
accomplished with PMcN between Well and Sink. The subterranean stream flows westwards. 
In deteriorating weather a search was made of the area. A boggy place, limestone peeking 
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through reed, moss and grass. Numerous surface channels convey rainfall to the lower area, 
the vicinity of the Well, and sink. 
 
1st February (17:21)     Carnane. Power and water reinstated; nine days without either.  
 
3rd February     Croom Hospital,  
Kieran Murray assessment of recent multiple scans; another four, very likely more, required. 
 
7th February     Burnôs Burrow, Blakesmountain Townland. ITM 513947 x 702628. 
Solo 
11:00. Sunset 17:34: Cloud 10%: Wind E,F4: Visibility 30Nm: Rain Gauge 1mm: Temp 3ÁC. 
Ground sodden. The Plan: Search for Cave. Had phone call from Jonathon Whelan, of a cave 
heôd encountered in the forestry of Blakesmountain. Received details of location; somewhat 
imprecise. Calculated an area described by JW; somewhat confusing, entrance described as 
in the area of  ñ4ò, conducted thorough search. Hampered by, large fallen trees: underfoot  
deep moss and many drains. Used two GPRSôs, GPSmap 64 and GPSmap 62, both checked 
and confirmed as reading exact same coordinates under an unobscured sky. Estimated a 
map ref for ñ4ò, entered forest at ñ2òé  
 

 
                          Image provided by Jonathon Whelan as a guide to the cave entrance. 
1: parking 2: entry 3: derelict house 4: water source and cave entry 5: if you get to the end of the clearing (highlighted in yellow) 

keep going south until you find a stream (about 1 foot deep 3 feet wide) running through the forest. if you now move along that 

stream west you'll be brought to the location of the derelict house. Continue to follow the stream, that will bring you to the 

source and cave entry. 

Some area at the edges of the forest are trashed by Storm £owyn: some 4000 houses remain 
without power and water. Most in Connemara, Leitrim and Roscommon. Headed SSE to 
check shallow area in the forest, a small stream encountered. Headed upstream, zig-zag 
search. Found another small stream on a gentle slope; recorded a sink: nothing remotely as 
described by JW, who had ñdropped stones down an open holeò.  In deference to the 
birthday boy named it Burnôs Burrow. Headed east to intercept the obvious maintenance 
road, to enable cutting back NE to area ñ4ò. Encountered a completely choked track, dozens 
of trees blown down from recent westerly hurricane. Waded through deep drain, climbing up 
the far side. Forced further east by many more downed trees. Stabilizing GPSRôs, found was 
some two hundred metres south of estimated location. Resumed zig zag search pattern: no 
luck, the forest floor showed no sign of bedrock beneath the many uprooted trees. After two 
hours headed north, downhill, to cut the maintenance track, much of this area of forestry cut 
down. Referenced the stream to assess amount of recent cutting, which is much of the area 
directly east-north-east from where the stream drains from the uplands. Will contact JW to 
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elaborate, or, ideally guide to there. Under the canopy error between the GPSR unit was no 
more than two metres east. 
Further info from Jonathon Whelan, follow ñstreamò met by heading south from ñ2ò, follow 
NE to source??? So, is likely a resurgence?? This high å 243 metres?  
 

 
                     Fieldwork reference with estimated location from description of JW. 
 

 
                                             Relevant features in relation to Blakes Bridge. 
8th February     Pouldubh 
Cristina Galvin 
11:00. Sunset 17:36: Cloud 95%: Wind E, F1: Visibility 20Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp 6ÁC. 
Ground drying. The Plan: Trip request. Further to Irish Times interview, contacted by CG 
asking if a trip were possible. Via emails, arranged meet in the Square Lisdoonvarna. Once 
introductions complete, headed off; CGôs motor left at the square. En-route noted more 
storm destruction. Particularly so approaching Pouldubh forestry, and interior isolated areas 
near South and Middle entrances. Encountered numerous uprooted trees. Route to South 
entrance straightforward enough; found small trees fallen into the South entrance waterfall 
shute. Normal low ambient light, somewhat elevated through new gaps in the canopy: quite a 
sensation. Pleasant meander underground, answering questions, pointing out features. 
Throughout, CG showed good balance; delighted at the wonders. Checked status, offered CG 
to exit Middle entrance, via the climb, viewing the grotto en-route. In the crawl noted the 
north stream had a good depth and flow. Returning to the motor noted the depression 
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opposite the path into the forest continues to grow in dimensions. CG spoke of caves near 
Moycullen and series of channel connected lakes leading to Lough Corrib: a Team canoe trip 
springs to mind. CG to request access with cave owners. Dropped CG back at her Motor to 
return to Galway. CG fancies another trip. 
9th February     Moycullen, Co. Galway 
CG sent through the area of the caves she visited as a youngster near Drimcong House. 
 

 
                  Water levels of the lakes average nine metres above  sea level: measured in 1900. 
 
12th February     Moycullen sites. 
CG has managed to contact Mr Lally, and obtain permission to enter the caves in the gardens 
of Drimcong House. John Lally just wants a date to arrange to meet up. Delighted. There are 
no known or recorded caves in this area. Closest being Clonbur and Cong.  
 
14th February     Poulbruíon  
Solo 
11:00. Sunset 17:48: Cloud 20%, haze: Wind SE, F3: Visibility 10Nm: Rain Gauge 5mm: 
Temp 6°C. Ground drying. The Plan: prepare for next southern stemple. Parked at the cross; 
walked in wit h Hilti drill tools etc. Noted the Celtic Warrior returning to Galway Dock. Area 
of the tramway wash. Evidence of significant surface run off having washed down the south-
ern face. Causing some settlement of back packing. Reviewed the temporary shoring sup-
porting the exposed lower, south face; some slumping. Realized had focused too much on 
supporting the freshly prepared vertical face, overlooking details required to   install the next 
stemple, in short the shoring was fitted too low on the face. The rift east wall, adjacent where 
the stream enters, is uneven. Spent an age carefully clearing this confined spot to find a suit-
able spot to drill for a stemple anchor, difficult. The two lowest stemples in the southern face 
urgently   need lengths of rebar driven into the spoil behind to help stabilize the face. In the 
confined spot, obstructed by the temporary shoring, managed to drill a 16mm hole. Trans-
ferred level and measurements to the west side. Clearing spoil encountered a boulder large 
enough to destabilizing the face if removed. Forced to drill an anchor hole a little higher up. 
Transferred new data back to east wall, an unacceptable location as too close to a natural 
fracture. Repeated the process back and forth three times, eventually successful, however 
anchor centres off level by 8mm. Carefully scraped a channel just under the temporary shor-
ing for the stemple. Length required 1380mm. Remaining scaffold length will do as 1.5m. No 
remaining scaffold lengths suitable for the next stemple. Lengths of rebar will be one metre. 
A lot of spoil needing a team of three to remove. PMcG and FR ankle injuries healing 
well.                    Kibbles 179, Nets 2, Hours 3, (207 total). 
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16th February     Moycullen Project 
CG reports her brother describes another cave entrance further into the woods, at Drimcong 
House.  
 
17th February     Poulbru²on 
Solo 
15:30. Sunset 17:53: Cloud 100%, base 800ft: Heavy showers: Wind E, F6: Visibility 5Nm: 
Rain Gauge 5mm: Temp 7°C. Ground sodden. The Plan: fit the stemple. Walked in carrying 
minimum kit. Drenched on arrival. Minor amount of slumped silt and finer debris washed 
from behind southern shoring. Unable to obtain rebar for today so settled on installing the 
stemple. Clearing the spoil, the small stream brought down more silt, whilst attending to 
loosened stonework. Checked stemple length, about to cut, found Boycottôs mini-grinder 
dead. Had somehow picked up the uncharged battery, packing the kit. Fitted the remaining 
piece of mesh, more required. Bugger.                                          Kibbles 179, Nets 2, Hours 2, 
(209 total).  
 
20 th February     Moycullen Project  
CG has arranged to meet Mr. Lally, owner, the morning of the 24 th February to view these 
cave entrances. 
 
22nd February     Poulbru²on  
Fynn Randall 
11:00. Sunset 18:03: Cloud 40%, haze: Wind SW, F2/3: Visibility 7Nm: Rain Gauge 4mm: 
Temp 10°C. Ground sodden. The Plan: install stemple. Concern over imminent predicted 
storm, potentially adding to the thirty four mil limetres of rainfall over the previous three 
days. 
Carried in some of the purchased rebar lengths. Evidence of ebbing surface runoff. FR up 
top, PC below. Initial impressions was of a lot of the lower south face having slumped, 
covering the plywood supports. Behind the lowest stemple two large, boulders had emerged, 
suspended as localized loose gravel was washed away. Didnôt know where to start. Began 
driving 1.1metre lengths of rebar into the face, to stabilize the area; on these laid two 1.1 
metre rebar lengths longitudinally. Positioned loose boulders onto theses bars, incorporated 
others as drystone supporting wall. Inspected upper area, stonework there also reset. A 
patient FR watched the slow process from above. Having fitted the stonework as best as 
possible, began clearing the spoil on the floor; stones, boulders and porridge. Detritus from 
recent collapse and previous preparation accounted for twenty five kibbles. Cut the stemple 
to length; 1.38m. Exposed both anchor locations. Gingerly dressed wet gravels to 60°. Swiftly 
fitted stemple, drove more rebar into the south face. Positioning this stemple required its 
anchors drilled 450mm below the upper stemple. This is too significant a gap. The plan is to 
use the large boulders prized from the shaft floor as the lower course of another  dry stone 
support. To nibble out just enough into which to set the lowest course of large, flattish 
boulders to attempt stem this slumping. Also need identify a position above to fit a canopy to 
direct surface runoff into the shaft, from washing down the face.  Of note one boulder lifted 
from the floor has a 110mm hole water worn through its width of 125mm: very nice. Well 
shagged out, but much happier; FR done sterling work, uncomplainingly supplying kit to 
below and hauling out spoil. A Crackinô session! 
                                                                                                Kibbles 204, Nets 2, Hours 7, (216 
total).  
 
24th February (2022)              Russia develops its invasion of Ukraine  
 
24th February     Moycullen, Co. Galway. 
Cristina Galvin 
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CG obtained permission to visit these holes. Arranged meet CG and Owner 10:30. 09:00, 
passing Kinvarra unpleasant noise from front suspension cancelled the trip. Bugger. 
Propose next trip for the 15th March. 
 

 
Showing band of Carboniferous limestone between Lough Corrib and the high ground of Connemara, 
similar the Cong isthmus, draining Lough Mask to Lough Corrib: Pigeon Hole, Ballymaglancy Cave 
etc. 
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27th February     Croom, Limerick.  
Zoledronic Acid infusion to reset natural regenerative balance. Risk risk of bone cancer now 
1:500/1000. 
 
February Rainfall Carnane. 
01/02/25    0.  02/02/25   19.   03/02/25    0.  04/02/25    23.   05/02/25    2.  06/02/25   1. 
07/02/25   0.  08/02/25     0.   09/02/25    0.  10/02/25       0.   11/02/25     0.  12/02/25   0. 
13/02/25    3.  14/02/25      5.    15/02/25    5.  16/02/25        1.   17/02/25     5.  18/02/25    6. 
19/02/25    6.  20/02/25   13.   21/02/25    11.  22/02/25       4.  23/02/25   12.  24/02/25    3. 
25/02/25   0.  26/02/25     4.   27/02/25      1.  28/02/25       1.                               Total 125mm 
 
1st March     Poulbru²on 
Solo 
14:30. Sunset 18:16: Cloud 100%, base 1000ft. Wind N, F2: Visibility 10Nm: Rain Gauge 
1mm: Temp 8°C. Ground sodden. The Plan: Install steps. Walked in with drill, kit and 
materials. Ground very wet, the shallow channel adjacent the tramway very wet. Oiled winch 
break lever; left oil on site. Floor is an awkward 1.2m below ladder. Therefore prefabricated 
four ñstapleò rungs of 10mm rebar. Installed at 380mm centres, from just above the bottom 
of the fixed ladder to within 0.8m of the shaft floor. Another two needed to extend the route 
a little higher than present to facilitate crossover between builders ladder and fixed rungs. A 
further two will be required by the time the next stemples are fitted. Staples secured into 
12mm holes, drilled to 225mm, then hammered into place; minor improvements can be 
made to staple design. All staple holes drilled into rock at an angle of 45°, so when weight 
applied rung is pressed into the hole. Small stream present, useful to wash the gloves. Minor 
fall of stone debris from the lower north face; repacked. Among debris found several flat 
boulders. Trimmed compacted gravels and inserted these as supports into the lower south 
face; few more needed. Laid stones behind the line between stemples, allowing steel mesh to 
be retro fitted. Can now lower the shaft floor a further half metre, with improved level of 
confidence. South face quite stable but needs mesh and stonework completed. Need avoid 
undercutting the north face stemple, fear of destabilization before backpacking. Shoring the 
cavity, west end of the north face, is of some concern. Will likely drill a horizontal l ine of 
12mm holes, insert rebar to bridge between west wall and adjacent stemple. Good session.                    
Kibbles 204, Nets 2, Hours 2, (218 total). 
 
  
3rd March (2005)                   Lost Martin Bishop, sorely missed. 
 
 
8th March     Hole on Blakesmountain Townland.      
Solo 
11:00. Sunset 18:29: Cloud 95%. Wind SE, F4: Visibility 10Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp 
11°C. Ground damp. The Plan: Revisit reported hole. Picked up the motor yesterday. 
Following Jonathon Whelanôs directions began, again, at the access road, following the short 
track south into the forestry. Headed due south to intercept the southern stream draining to 
Blakes Bridge. The going tough; after effects of a severe cold and recent infusion manifest. 
Lungs wheezing like a set of old bellows. Following the stream from Blakes Bridge 
impracticable, requiring traversing difficult terrain. Further west today than previous, 
encountering far more Storm Eowyn damage. Finally cut the stream at ITM 513755 x 
702580, heading upstream. Much more devastation, the majority of the shallow stream 
channel obscured by many fallen trees: close examination therefore difficult. Stream size 
decreased to where three very minor streams amalgamate at ITM 513969 x 702710, beyond 
channels become indeterminate among the ground cover. From the description, and extant 
devastation, need return to the confluence and scramble downstream beneath fallen trees to 
finally address this reported ócaveô sighting.  
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                                      Aerial of route and streams in relation to Blakes Bridge  

 

  
                                                   Status of forestry route through to the stream 

10th March     Poulbru²on  
Solo 
17:00. Sunset 18:33: Cloud 20%. Wind NE, F4/6: Visibility 15Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp 
9°C. Ground drying. The Plan: install steps. Carried in steps, Hilti, tools and twelve, one 
metre lengths of rebar. Winch brake easier to adjust now oiled. Able to lower drill and kit in a 
kibble, to correct depth, for ease of work. Awkward at this level, requiring spragging across 
the shaft. Installed two topmost steps to a height half way up the builders ladder, changeover 
therefore simple. Hole angles and their alignment altered to overcome false face of 
limestone. Lowest steps, some 150mm off shaft floor. Ready for digging. Kibbles 204, Nets 2, 
Hours 3, (221 total). 
 
11th March     Caherconnell ï Galway University ï Cashel GA095-009000; Rathgurreen.  
Dr. Michelle Comber, Dr. Noel McCarthy  
09:00. Sunset 18:35: Cloud 10%. Wind NE, F4: Visibility 25Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp 
5°C. Ground drying. The Plan: transport archaeological equipment from Caherconnell to 
NUIG. Loaded both motors headed for Galway Uni. En-route called to new excavation site, 
aka Rathgurreen. Elevated site commending panoramic, 360° views. Massive Bi-vallate 
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ringfort. Joe Fenwick has installed the grid. Asked if would be Site Supervisor for the eight 
week season. Delighted to be asked to design site layout, spoil tips, tents, etc. MC and NMcC 
believe site could possibly be Iron Age in origin. If so, quite a find. To NUIG unloaded kit, 
returned home. Rumoured souterrain described SW of the Cashel entrance, geo-physics 
seem to confirm this. 
 

 

 
       Rathgurreen Bi-vallate Cashel, Cottage Townland, Maree peninsula, County Galway 
 
15th March                                             Lost Tony Oldham. 
 
16th March     Lough Atedaun  
Paul McGrath 
12:30. Sunset 18:44: Cloud 95%. Wind NE, F2: Visibility 25Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp 
9°C. Ground dry. The Plan: PMcG wanted to revisit a dry section of the Fergus River. On this 
occasion launched the kayaks from a slip near Corrofin, (ITM 529460 x 688650).  Headed 
for the exit of the Fergus from the Lough. The lower level required circumnavigating the 



                                                                    2025 

му 
 

stone wall adjacent the Fergus outflow of the Lough. A narrowing channel produced a good 
current. One kilometre, or so, down the narrowing channel current increased. Paused at a 
cascade, concerned unable to ascend it on return. Discussed situation, logging cascade for 
future trip, (ITM 530805 x 687975). Involving a second motor to facilitate a one way 
downstream trip, to say Dromore Woods. Uneventful return to the Lough ; made for the 
Crannog, CL017-118000: recorded but not described in the National database. Only visible 
within a hundred metres, this low, ten metre diameter, circular, conical pile of stones 
suggests a small settlement, most likely reached by a timber walkway, or in this case boat. 
The surrounding, adjacent low lying land is the result of silt and humic deposition; 
suggesting the Crannog was once a little more distant from firm ground than today. Judging 
from nearby flood level marks this monument, and its  northern neighbour, CL017-121000, 
would be submerged in winter. Much of the depth was shallow, perhaps a maximum of two 
metres deep. Extensive shallow reed beds obscure much of the Lough outline. Went in search 
of where the Fergus arrives; heading upstream swiftly encountered an artificial weir of 
limestone boulders. PMcG had previously arrived here by this river route from Lough 
Inchiquin. Need prepare for the next section and perhaps on to Ennis. Total round trip of 
4.5Km. Very nice. 
 

 
 
16th March (2015)         Lost Terry Pratchett  
 
Frustrated accommodating FR for digging or caving trips. His pleasant demeanour causing  
him entanglement with wasters and worshipers of the Great idle. Been there. 
 
19th March     Poulbru²on 
Fynn Randall 
18:00. Sunset 18:49: Cloud 0%. Wind E, F4: Visibility 35Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp 8ÁC. 
Ground dry: Stream a trickle. No rain for twelve days.  The Plan: Dig. FR digging, PC haul-
ing. FR began digging a central channel from east to west walls, leaving a supporting buttress 
for the base of the north face before switching to the south face. Changed places; PC contin-
ued to clear below the lowest southern stemple. Across its width the face produced, (fist size) 
pockets of fine sand and also sticky grey and white clays. For the most part the fill has be-
come a course, granular, wet, unstable deposit. Upon exposure slumping, particularly if pre-
pared as a vertical face. Such moisture from surface drainage flowing down the south side, an 
issue to be mindful of as depth increases. Larger rocks were used to complete packing the 
shoring immediately above the area of digging, the rest sent to surface. Overall presence of 
thick brown clay deposit appears lessening. Sought locations for the next south stemple an-
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chors. East wall resuming a good surface, the west presents an issue siting the next anchor 
vertically beneath the existing, where the west face turns away at a right angle. Optionsé 1) 
dig out the loose fill to find a good anchor site where the receding west wall disappears, 
which will require packing with rocks. 2) step the next stemple forward into the shaft by 
50mm, reducing width, potentially creating an issue inserting a large diameter pipe later on. 
Clearing spoil from the west wall exposed what appears the remains of a chert bed. A good 
session of thirty-three kibbles and three nets. Due mostly to loose gravel spoil and cobble 
sized stones. Finishing up exposed two large flagstones at the base of the north face, adjacent 
the cavity below the lowest stemple. With their removal will be level with the cavity, there-
fore able to drill the far wall for insertion of rebar supports. A rather fine ses-
sion.                                                        Kibbles 237, Nets 5, Hours 6, (227 total). 
 
23rd March (1959)                                   Lost Neil Moss 
 
24th March     Poulbru²on 
Solo 
17:00. Sunset 18:58: Cloud 100%, base 1200ft: Wind SSE, F2/3: Visibility 15Nm: Rain Gauge 
0mm: Temp 8°C. Ground dry: Stream small. The Plan: assess next stemple position. Carried 
in Toeôs mini-grinder and assorted bits. Believing might need to recover the long scaffold 
tube from the headframe to cut for the next stemple. Delighted to find no slump - collapse of 
the exposed south face base, following 16mm of rain the night of 21st ï 22nd March. Used 
level to assess stemple position, believe can keep the creep out into the shaft to around 
60mmôs max. Doing this means one of the two tubes in the shaft is of a suitable length: 1.2m. 
CC mentioned heavy duty wriggly tin might be available, this would be excellent to retain the 
loose gravel spoil. Carefully removed the large flat boulder from near the base area of the 
north face without disturbing adjacent fill, broken up will be good backfill material. Placed 
both pieces of plywood against the exposed face, braced with the two scaffold tubesé just in 
case. Filled two kibbles, lifted same to surface.                                                       Kibbles 239, 
Nets 5, Hours 2, (229 total).  
 
25th March     S4 ï S3  
Paul McGrath 
12:30. Sunset 19:00: Cloud 40%: Wind SE, F2: Visibility 25Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp 
11ÁC. Ground dry: The Plan: exercise PMcGôs ankle. Took a gentle stroll over the broken 
ground leading to S4 thence to S3, returning along the coast. The cover to the small shaft of 
S4 intact. Alas, tide level obscured the inter tidal resurgence S3. Returning along the coast 
delighted to watch a pod of Dolphins, >20, herd fish northwards along the coast passing 
Poulsallagh Bay.  
 
26th March     Poulbru²on 
Fynn Randall 
18:00. Sunset 19:02: Cloud 100%, base 800ft ï later 600ft: Wind S, F2: Visibility 50metres: 
Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp 10°C. Ground drying: The Plan: Dig. PC descended to gently 
prepare both stemple two anchor pints. Some issues dealing with a large protruding, stream 
washed boulder and obtaining a suitable area of rock on the west wall to drill the 16mm 
anchor hole. Supplied by FR, sending and lifting tools and kit upon demand. A good bit of 
messing about but the stemple is now secure around 450mm below the upper. Had mesh 
delivered to home, so can install both sections. The lower will possibly use wriggly tin as a 
backing to contain the loose gravel fill, which may become available, curtesy of Storm 
Éowyn. The undercut  area of the north side was assessed and may well repay underpinning 
for better overall support.  
                                                                                                Kibbles 239, Nets 5, Hours 4, (233 
total).  
 
28th March    Fergus River - Dromore Woods  
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Paul McGrath 
13:00. Sunset 19:06: Cloud 100%: Wind SW, F2: Rain Gauge 6mm: Temp 9°C. Ground 
drying: The Plan: assess kayak route, Dromore to Lough Atedaun. Previously thwarted by 
long dry sections of manmade channel drainage, PMcG wanted to check the present 
situation, five kilometres due east of Corrofin. At the private bridge sufficient flow to kayak 
found present. Likewise in the impressive quarried channel a kilometre upstream. 
Conservative estimate of limestone removed from the upstream channel section, some five 
metres deep and wide is 20,000 tonnes. Much of the spoil used to revet the face of the 
channel, the remainder left along the adjacent field surface. An unsung flood relief program.  
To Corrofin for tea and medals.  

 
                                                        Quarried channel for the Fergus River. 

30th March     Rathgurreen  
Stephanie Clark 
12:00. Sunset 20:09: Cloud 40%: Wind E, F4: Visibility 20Nm: Rain Gauge 3mm: Temp 9°C. 
Ground drying: The Plan: show new dig site to SC. Trip there also assessed accurate time and 
distance from home, if Julie Randalls place in Kinvara becomes unavailable for the eight 
week contract with NUI Galway. Seventy minute journey, one way; too much of a daily grind. 
Need to have use the farmhouse to avoid loss of three hours a day.. 
 
31st March     Poulbru²on 
Paul McGrath, Fynn, Randall 
18:00. Sunset 20:11: Cloud 10%: Wind SE, F4: Visibility 30Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp 
14°C. Ground drying: The Plan: Shore South Face. On arrival bumped into Pat OôBrien and 
his pal completing their motocross journey. Walked in with metalwork and tools. PC 
descended to complete this section of shoring. Many issues arose, not least the prepared 
stonework, one or two projecting a few millimetres, enough to prevent easy fitting of the 
steel mesh. Much use of óPopeyesô mini-cutter trimming the mesh to fit. Much time used up. 
Team decided to do some digging. FR descended and began the normal procedure of creating 
a channel from west to east. Very little clay dug, mostly wet large gravels and cobbles.  FR 
exposed the sloping peak of large boulder in the centre of the shaft, levering of which 
disturbed the base of the Northern Face ï left for now until fully exposed. Worth noting the 
two other adjacent large boulders, possibly lying on top/against each other. Steady trickle 
from the little inlet handy to wash the hands. Ten kibbles and two nets raised. Departed 
beneath a stunning night sky. 
                                                                                                Kibbles 249, Nets 7, Hours 4, (240 
total).  
March Rainfall Carnane ( LD = lost data). 
01/03/25   1.  02/03/25 LD.  03/03/25  LD.   04/03/25  LD.   05/03/25  LD.   06/03/25 LD. 
07/03/25  5.  08/03/25 0.     09/03/25  0.    10/03/25   0.     11/03/25   0.       12/03/25  0. 
13/03/25  0.  14/03/25  0.     15/03/25   0.    16/03/25   0.       17/03/25  0.      18/03/25 0. 
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19/03/25  0.  20/03/25 0.     21/03/25   0.       22/03/25  16.     23/03/25  0.      24/03/25  0. 
25/03/25  3.  26/03/25 0.     27/03/25   0.      28/03/25    6.     29/03/25  3.       30/03/25  3. 
31/03/25  0.                                                                                                   Total 37, plus lost data. 
 
1st April (1951)                                Tony óPopeyeô Boycott  
 
2nd April     Poulbru²on 
Fynn Randall 
18:00. Sunset 20:15: Cloud 0%: Wind E, F4: Visibility 35Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp 14°C. 
Ground drying: The Plan: Dig. FR resumed deepening the central east - west channel, 
exposing the large boulder along with others, set deep in the floor. Such meant a slow 
process clearing spoil from around them. The drain hole was lost, various attempts to create 
another were fruitless ï FR  having to deal with wet conditions. At the end of the session 
managed to drain the water to the northwest corner of the shaft and north fa ce. The base of 
the north face is of concern. Am considering installing two stemples at an angle of 60° to 
each other, maybe 500mm apart, overlain with four short, secured scaffold poles and steel 
mesh. A safe gap needs calculating, just enough to install this framework and backpack it. 
Previous lengths of rebar driven into the boulder pile helps stability but needs a close watch 
if executing this proposal. Will drive in more, aiming for a length/depth of 1.2m, hopefully 
passing between the boulders. 20 Kibbles and 3 nets. Nice sunset and good session. Kibbles 
269, Nets 10, Hours 5, (245 total). 
 

                         
                                   2nd April, F R leaning on north face shoring, prior to start of session. 
 
3rd April     Céide Fields, Co. Mayo. 
Mattie Shannon, Andy Grindrod  
18:00. Sunset 20:16: Cloud 0%: Wind E, F6: Visibility 35Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp 14°C, 
minus windchill: Ground drying: The Plan, Tourist visit. Three hour journey from Doolin.  
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                              C®ide Fields north County Mayo, 1:50000 map, one kilometre squares. 

 
Met Greeta Byrne, manager, old pal of Mattieôs. Welcomed royally, especially being 
archaeologists. A fine visitors centre, well off the beaten tourist trail,  where no buses venture. 
Enquired of souterrains; GB informed of one, (MA022 -017005), in the graveyard of the 
protestant church in Kilala. Accessible, but though often wet from seepage - several 
chambers linked by small ócreepsô. Invited GB to visit NUIG Maree Dig. Uneventful return to 
Doolin.  
5th April     Cullaun II 
Cristina Galvin 
11:00. Sunset 20:20: Cloud 0%: Wind E, F4/6: Visibility 25Nm, haze: Rain Gauge 0mm: 
Temp: 20ÁC: Ground dry: The Plan, Tourist trip for CG. Following CGôs delight with caving 
offered another trip. Met in Lisdoonvarna. Tiny stream at the entrance. After describing the 
entrance area, set CG off, followed closely. Very pleasant trip in low water conditions - lowest 
noted in some time. CGôs various outdoor interests provide her with good balance. No rain 
these six days. CG delighted at the sculpting of the stream passage, myriad helictites etc. 
Reached Pool chamber after an hour or so, explaining various cave features.  
 
6th April     Souterrain CL016-052003, Roughan 
Solo 
10:30: Sunset 20:22: Cloud 0%: Wind E, F4: Visibility 20 Nm, haze: Rain Gauge 0mm: 
Temp: 20°C: Ground dry: The Plan: Begin souterrain survey. Notified MK of last minute 
decision to visit his site. Wrote a protocol to involve aspects of roof lintels, to include the 
ancient repair to the souterrain roof, a unique feature where a collapsed lintel was repaired 
using material to hand, two flagstones and large boulders, though achieving the goal of 
sealing the hole from below it is a poor quality repair. Perhaps attended to in haste? Had 
expected nettles and some briars in the entrance hollow, was not disappointed. Applied the 
machete removing much of the nettle growth, deployed a strip of 1200 gauge polythene, 
assisting entry and avoiding nettle rash to the face sliding through the low, tight entrance. 
Tied the surface profile surveys to the underground survey via a long, vertical clamp. A single 
passage, this accessible section  is some five metres, width about a metre. It may once have 
extending a further ten metres north to what appears might have been a substantial building. 
Averaging 0.6m in height, the passage does not facilitate ease of switching between 
measuring and recording data. Abandoned a plan to record lintel shapes and sizes to obtain a 
normal survey on which to hang these important features. Several roof lintels are not the 
normally encountered, rectilinear shape - one shaped like a banana. Their setting onto walls 
nor their thickness is also presently inaccessible, somewhat disappointed. Visual 
assessments vary between 150mm to greater than 300mm. Attempted photograph the 
damaged section by placing the camera on the floor, a distance of around 600mm, results 
poor. The passage height often inhibited using the laser cross light to obtain accurate 
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measurements, as parts of the human regularly obscured the laser beams. The western wall 
is nicely constructed of well-fitting stonework, some level of care or pride appears to have 
been involved. Ideally need a scribe sat outside in the sun recording data screamed out from 
below. Before descending set up a GPSR to double check the map reference, two hours 
stabilization gave a reading of ITM 525138 x 692412. Elevation on the GPSR was 43m, which 
requires confirmation. Though an adjacent Bench Mark, ITM525541 x 692388, four  hundred 
metres away, was originally established at 146.4ft = 44.6metres.  
 

  
        Surface datum linking souterrain survey.            Gonzoôs elderly tripod, mounting red laser level. 
               

  
      West end of ancient repair to broken lintel.        View of lintel disturbed 90Á from its original 
setting. 

 
6th April     Poulatoomary. 
JW to 120m, Irish ï UK sump depth record. 
 

 
                                                   Location of Aille River Cave and Poulatoomary 
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7th April     Poulbru²on 
Fynn Randall 
18:00: Sunset 20:23: Cloud 0%: Wind E, F1: Visibility 20 Nm, haze: Rain Gauge 0mm: 
Temp: 12°C: Ground dry: The Plan, Dig. FR hauling, PC digging. Dug around emerging 
boulders up to and removing the protruding north face, squaring it vertically with existing 
stemples above. 
Removed loosened boulders in the floor, lowered the shaft to -4.8m. Cleared along east and 
west walls to locate suitable points to drill 16mm stemple anchor holes, leaving a central 
support buttress. A nice, small stalagmite flow emerges from the west wall, it has cemented a 
number of cobbles. To the east the wall continues on down, mostly vertically, a minor 
undercut near the present floor level. This session created a distance between lowest stemple 
and the floor of around 1.2metres, a little too large for comfort, but needed to assess exactly 
what the overall status and stability of this fill is. Previous ly driven rebar lengths can be seen 
supporting boulders, between which assorted sized cobbles and pebbles rest insecurely. Like 
the south face, will try to drive in longer rebar lengths. Loose stuff over the central buttress 
was removed now to avoid delay dealing with it whilst installing the next stemple.  The 
central buttress has a lot of larger boulders present, with a coating of thick clay. Much of this 
was removed to check alignment between the walls for the next stemples. Lateral pressure 
does not appear to be an immediate issue, but intend to install the recovered timber óPopeyeô 
donated to the Considine dig. Stout and of good quality it will serve well until a pipe is 
installed. Digging was swift, but cautious, FR working well drawing forty kibbles t o surface 
and four nets, whilst assaulted by midges. Several óflatô boulders were left for use in the 
forthcoming back packing. At -4.5m the washed gravel deposit found in the south face 
appears in the north directly under the clay horizon, a definite bord er, Descending 
northwards at an estimated angle of maybe 30° below the horizontal. With the large floor 
boulders cleared, beneath are many smaller pebbles and cobbles, all clean washed, by the 
small, extant inlet. Need pick up two scaffold tube lengths before Wednesday. Once these 
three stemples are installed with install the cross bracing. Had no tape, need nip back to 
measure stemple lengths and check for any movement. 
                                                                                                       Kibbles 309, Nets 14, Hours 4, (250 Hrs). 
 
8th April     Picked up two six metre galvanized scaffold lengths, 110 euro. 
 
9th April     Poulbruíon  
Solo 
18:00: Sunset 20:27: Cloud 0%: Wind NE, F2/3: Visibility 25 Nm, haze: Rain Gauge 0mm: 
Temp: 19ÁC: Ground dry: The Plan: drill holes for stemples. Carried in 3 x 1.5m lengths of 
galvanized scaffold tubing, Hilti drill, bolts, etc. Reviewed the buttress, no collapse noted. 
Used the level to vertically align the anchors with those above. Issues with the second, 
western one, needing be installed in an area of stalagmite cemented cobbles and pebbles. 
Chipped away at the deposit finding it insecure and some 0.1m thick covering the wall 
surface. Lot of measuring to get the anchors in place, whilst maintaining the greatest width 
of shaft for ease of possible installation a large pipe. A step back in the west wall meant 
bringing both lower stemple anchors 40mm into the shaft. Vertical distance between the two 
anchors is 350mm, between the upper and existing stemple around 300mm. Once both 
stemples are secured will drive in another line of rebar. As the cavity on the west side is quite 
large intend drill the west wall and insert lengths of rebar into them, their other ends to rest 
on the stemple. Boulders protrude a little from the buttress, once the rebar is inserted intend 
to use any flat stones to build the packing. Stemples lengths required are 1280mm and 
1140mm, the shorter can be cut from an existing length on site. Walking back, overflown by 
Chief Pilot Geh, heading NNEé 
                                                                                               Kibbles 309, Nets 14, Hours 2, (252 Hrs) 
10th April     Dromore Lough ï Inchicronan Island 
Paul McGrath 
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10:30: Sunset 20:29: Cloud 0%: Wind NE, F2/3: Visibility 20 Nm, haze: Rain Gauge 0mm: 
Temp: 20ÁC: Ground dry: The Plan: Kayak trip. To follow the Millbrook River east from the 
slip at Dromore Lough West.  
 

 
 
The name Millbrook is likely from the two Mills recorded along its course. The first, a Fulling 
Mill, ITM 538390 x 685980, a  kilometre across the lough and a little downstream from 
Inchicronan Abbey. A second mill, presently unclassified, is located a further six hundred 
metres downstream, ITM 537930 x 686305. Very pleasant trip finding a route through 
extensive reed beds and small channels. Managed locate the tiny obscured channel, ITM 
536475 x 686104, where the Millbrook River enters the lake, hidden among an extensive 
reed bed, itôs narrow, shallow, sinuous course presented no real issues until a large gate was 
encountered, ITM 536718 x 685994, blocking progress. Left kayaks to investigate the 
obvious, blasted channel beyond, wading found many blasted rocks just below water level, 
and at least three 1ıò shot holes. Some seventy five metres further upstream a lot of foliage 
has collapsed into the channel choking the next seventy odd metres, possibly from Storm 
£owyn? Retraced route, stopping for a brew up in Dromore Lough East. Passed out the 
launch slip and into Dromore Lough West to visit the Castle, the target for Cromwellôs forces, 
a significant amount of substantial masonry chunks scattered along the lough edge. 
Frustrated at the obstructions, intend launch kayaks in Inchicronan Lough to approach the 
mills from upstream after a visit to the Augustinian Abbey, (CL026-014001). A Crackinô trip. 
No rain these ten days. 
 

 
 
13th April     Poulbru²on  
Solo 
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12:15: Sunset 20:34: Cloud 100%, rain: Wind SE, F4/6: Visibility 15Nm: Rain Gauge 2mm: 
Temp: 6ÁC: Ground dry: First rain in thirteen days. The Plan: secure northern stemples. 
About to depart as Sparky and JW arrived; nice. Had prepared the upper, 1280mm stemple, 
in the workshop. Carried it, six one metre lengths of 10mm rebar and Popeyeôs mini-grinder 
in to complete this section of shoring before tomorrowôs session. The previously noted steep 
sided collapse, (ITM 5141456 x 705207), en-route to the dig, continues to deepen, but slowly, 
ideally need get a large plastic pallet as a cover to avoid potential livestock issues. Believe it 
similar to the hole sixty metres northeast from Poulbru²on. Remain convinced the immediate 
area is a fault zone. Cut the shorter stemple to length, lowered all material to the bottom. 
Virtually no running water from the east wall inlet. Still no collapse of the buttress: 
delighted. Fitted both stemples, found had forgotten to pack the spanner, twat. Tightened 
the stemple nuts as best as could. Across the top of the lower stemple drove in five one metre 
lengths of rebar, each suggesting ólooserô area beyond the boulders, at around 0.7 metres in 
horizontally. Tested stability of the buttress, began to pick away at loose material, preparing 
the area to receive the stone packing. At one point some of the upper deposit fell away 
exposing a boulder of a little over half a cubic foot in size and shape, its diagonal axis resting 
vertical, estimated at around forty kilos, leaning against another boulder. Drove in rebar 
either side of its lower V shape, hoping prevent it descending ï sliding  further down.  
Somewhat concerning peering into the guts of this boulder pile. Quite a few flat stones are 
now stacked in the base of the shaft as back filling support behind the steel mesh, which 
should be completed tomorrow. Had hoped for a straightforward digging session Monday 
night, the need to pack the area takes precedence.                                                           
                                                                                               Kibbles 309, Nets 14, Hours 2, (254 Hrs) 
14th April     Poulbru²on 
Paul McGrath, Fynn Randall 
18:00: Sunset 20:36: Cloud 30%: Wind S, F4: Visibility 25Nm: Rain Gauge 12mm: Temp: 
7ÁC: Ground dry: The Plan: Continue shoring north face. Took steel mesh, Hilti drill, spanner 
more rebar and other bits.  FR hauling, PMcG winching, PC below. Considered situation too 
risky for an inexperienced FR to work among. Found minor collapse of face had happened; 
not too much. Drilled two 10mm holes in west wall, hammered in two lengths of 10mm rebar 
to bridge the cavity; now half its original height. Tightened stemple anchors. Sent up several 
kibbles of spoil to clear the congestion. Removing loose debris from the boulder pile, 
significant collapse exposed the ends of two previously driven rebar lengths, each 0.75mm 
long. Urgently drove in the two, spare, one metre lengths to support suspended ï hanging 
debris, removed the óspareô rebar. Somewhat relieved desperation found an easy route for 
both rebars to be swiftly driven through compacted boulders; no change of underwear 
required. Slightly more comfortable, cleared beneath suspended boulders to begin building 
upwards layers of flat stones, spanning the rebar set upon the lower stemple, up to the 
boulders resting on rebar above. Delighted the rebar idea has worked so far; it avoided a 
massive collapse at this juncture. Hammered thin, flat stones into remaining gaps to the west 
side: increasingly happier. Managed to reach in to further chock the large pyramid like stone; 
its cap pointing outwards, ready to tip over; partly resting upon three others to the east and 
below. All of which rest on a large boulder slightly protruding from below the lowest stemple. 
Cleared spoil created by recent efforts, considering it safe enough for FR to dig the south 
side. At surface, in light rain, PMcG winched, PC hauled; dumping spoil to the west side of 
the dramway incline, which is becoming level with the trestles. FR removed the protruding 
south side base to present shaft floor level; -4.85m. Twenty kibbles and one net were raised. 
Reflecting, the very large unstable area exposing the ógutsô of boulder pile was caused by 
formation of the west cavity and the boulders having had their thick, dense mud ócementô 
washed away buy stream action. Leaving a loose, fragmented infill; yet once both stemples 
were in place, a significant subsidence into the shaft would be slowed enough for a digger to 
scamper out its way. Working this depth inside the ógutsô of the boulder pile, once both 
stemples were secured, permitted building a substantial, supportive stonework; though at 
the time a little worrying. Need to take some photos. Walked back as dust descended. A 
rather fine session.                           Kibbles 329, Nets 15, Hours 6, (260 Hrs) 
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16th April     Poulbru²on 
Solo 
18:00: Sunset 20:40: Cloud 50%, haze: Wind S, F4: Visibility 30Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: 
Temp: 11ÁC: Ground dry: The Plan: Prepare for south stemple. Carried in three more scaffold 
tubes, there are now six x 1.5m lengths and 1 x two metre on site. Began to trim back the 
south face to the west and east walls searching for secure anchor sites, though each wall 
undulates, found two good places within 350/400mm of the stemple above. Delighted. 
Cleared these areas deeper in to set the stemple back further into the face vertically below the 
stemple above, attempting resume the working width of the shaft. Cautious poking of the 
gravel deposit exposed several boulders suitable to further shore the north face; more 
needed. Large grey clay pocket to the east side of the south face. To the west side, soft brown 
clay, inbetween coarse gravel continues. With no winchman piled the silt and gravel debris 
for the next session.  
                                                                                               Kibbles 329, Nets 15, Hours 2, (262 Hrs) 
 
18th April     Noughaval, (rumoured hole in ground) 
Bumped into Donal Hynes, spoke of the hole, explained the story of German Archaeologists. 
Found no hole, using Martin OôLoughlinôs description - DH explained he knows where it isé 
DH wrote down his phone number, alas short one digit, bugger. 
 
22nd April     Poulbru²on 
Fynn Randall 
18:00: Sunset 20:50: Cloud 100%: Wind S, F4: Visibility 20Nm: Rain Gauge 3mm: Temp: 
8ÁC: Ground damp: The Plan: install south stemple. Carried up 6 x 1m lengths of rebar, one 
metre of scaffold tube, Hilti drill, drill bits and Popeyeôs grinder. Concerned over affect of 
previous four days of rain on the partly exposed south face: 26mm recorded at Home. 
Peering down the  shaft noted debris; bugger. FR hauling, PC digging. Descended, landing 
upon a level, clean washed, course gravel floor: debris piled to the east and south sides, with 
that dug Wednesday, restricting operations. Began clearing spoil, initially sent up thirty-two 
kibbles, (12kg/kibble). From underneath the shoring could see a lot of silt and gravel had 
been washed down by surface water flowing down the south side of the shaft.  



                                                                    2025 

ну 
 

 
 
                   Cross section, Eastward. 

 
Intend investigate diverting surface runoff. Levelled off the óHopperô ready to top with 
stonework. During digging, the eastern grey clay deposit was found to be localized. To the 
west, the deposit remains gravelly-brown silt and clay. Some of the inlet stream runs inside a 
stemple falling into the western hollow, turning a compacted clay floor into porridge: useful? 
Sent a further six kibbles to surface and one net, a tiring, but successful session. Walked back 
at dusk å21:00. Orchids, Primroses and other blooms in abundance ï alas no gentians as 
yet. 
                                                                                              Kibbles 335, Nets 11, Hours 6, (268 Hrs) 
24th April     Poulanian  
John Browne 
09:30: Sunset 20:54: Cloud 100%: Wind SE, F4: Visibility 15Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp: 
9ÁC: Ground damp: Asked by JB to suggest a method of lifting the clay up the shaft. Now 
alone he is unable to use the previous system. Informed Tom Arkins is home and asking of 
what is below his land, JB to give him PCôs contact details. The overflow from Cregg Lodge 
Swallet is on the list of long desired dig sites. 
 
25th April     Co. Clare Heritage Officer 
Congella Maguire 
Once again contacted by CM, now clear of the run up to the manic Heritage Week. Offering 
to support the souterrain project anyway her office can supply. Even unto suggesting Clare 
County Council publish the data. Arranged ring to arrange meet up upon return from the 
UK. 
 
27th April     CC ú80 to digging fund. 

Existing boulders prevented 
insertion of a piece of galvanized 
iron to act as a floor to avoid such 
slumping: one large boulder had 
become loose. This slump also filled 
in both floor hollows dug to 
vertically deploy the level to align 
the stemples. Cleared the east 
hollow, carefully paring the face to 
drill the 16mm anchor hole into 
secure bedrock. Repeated process 
on the west side. FR supporting 
operations, lowering drill, grinder, 
scaffold tube etc. To attempt 
contain this unstable deposit,  
thought to set the lowest stemple 
further back, in-line with the 
stemple above the projecting one, to 
insert the two available sections of 
galvanized sheet, supported in turn 
by driving metre long rebar between 
the two stemples, resting on each, 
thereby offering support to the 
sheet at 0.2m centres. Creating, in 
effect, the appearance of a hopper, 
directing the pressure of contents 
back against the unstable deposit 
behind. With its base of compacted 
stones preventing further washouts.  
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27th April     Doolin ï Rosslare ï Tusker B&B 
Departed for Rosslare Ferry, overnight in Rosslare 
 
28th April     Rosslare - Bristol 
08:45 ferry Pembroke 13:45, (359 euro). 
NBôs by 16:45. Night in Staple Hill, into Weatherspoonôs. Some clientele tattooed and 
apelike.  
 
29th April     Bristol - St. Just, Cornwall. 
Nigel Burns 
Cloudless: Wind E, F2: Visibility 25+Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp: å25ÁC: Ground dry: The 
Plan: View Pelton wheel remains. Departed 07:50, in traffic to the M4 for an hour. 
Oakhampton by 11:00. Weatherspoonôs for a late breakfast. Sciatica a mild issue: all the 
sitting in motors? Set up camp at Kelynack campsite (D.DM 50Á 6.775N x 005Á40.486W), a 
mile south of St. Just: Ã10 a tent. Descended to Wheal Cot Bay to view the Pelton wheel 
remains, (D.DM 50Á 7.690N x 005Á42.212W), tide too high, much floating sea weed present. 
Into the Star for fine pints; disorientated return to camp via tortuous footpaths. Great Craic.  
 

 
Pelton Wheel in northern corner, seemingly covered at High water, buried in cobbles at time of visit. 
Yellow path best  route to south side of bay. 

 
30th April     Carn Euny Fogou, (SW 4024 2885) ï Bodleigh Fogou, (SW 4370 2520)    
Nigel Burns 
Cloudless: Wind E, F2: Visibility 25+Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp:å23ÁC: Ground dry: The 
Plan: Examine fogous.  References to Fogous collectively describe an  Iron Age construction 
period and similarities with Irish, Scottish, Breton monuments. Personal misgivings 
required actual observation. Information sign describes three specific early, periods 500BCE 
ï 400CE.   Overall impressions suggest potential links with tin streaming/mining 
production. The original ócreepô entrance, discovered during excavation, can be considered 
restricting ease of access, rather than the often, swiftly, assumed idea of it a site of Refuge. 
Points to consider: a place of refuge, is a modern construct, storage; an observation applied 
where no obvious defensive features are noted as present. Some surviving souterrain 
entrances appear subjected to treasure seekers, such work potentially having destroyed any 
original entrance features. Refuge/storage - storage/refuge, possibly material/s considered 
valuable were stored within until needed. Reflecting, food shortages were commonplace, 
pilfering/stealing/rustling/raids placed a Clanôs survival in jeopardy, where better to secure 
portable food surplus - no matter how meagre? Processed Tin, sought by early entrepreneurs 
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to supply the Greek expansionism demand for Bronze and trade, needed secure storage, 
however brief, whilst awaiting an agents return. Such a valuable - saleable commodity 
required protection during this period, one guard could, in theory, provide a watch, a voice 
the necessary alarm. 
Ignoring the 17th century dwelling, size of the Carn Euny Fogou grew to fulfils a demand over 
some nine hundred years, 500BCE ï 400CE, as required by the community at each stage of 
growth a small opening provided contemporary access. 

               
                                                                                                                                                                           É English Heritage. 
https://cornishancientsites.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Carn-Euny.pdf 
DESCRIPTION Fogous are a unique West Penwith structure. They are always associated with settlements, but in the case of 
Carn Euny at least the fogou predates the Settlement, showing that the Settlement grew up around the fogou. 'Fogou' is a 
Cornish word meaning 'cave', which is an apt description of the structure. It consists of a roofed underground tunnel 20m 
(66ft) in length and over 1.8m (6ft) high. Both ends are now open, though originally both were sealed, and the only way into 
the fogou would have been by means of a tiny creep passage at the S end, which would only have been accessible by crawling 
down it. The fogou originally had a paved floor with drainage channels. To the N of the fogou and attached to it is a Beehive 
Hut, a corbelled chamber 4.6m (15ft) in diameter and 2.4m (8ft) high. It is completely below ground level, but there is some 
doubt as to whether it would originally have been roofed or not. Today an artificial roof that was subsequently grassed over 
has been placed on it. 
PURPOSE AND MEANING To unravel the possible purpose and meaning of the Fogou & Beehive Hut, we have to go back 
to the earliest period of its development. In the beginning, the Beehive Hut was constructed, with its entrance facing SE, and a 
recess at the back opposite to the entrance. This 'hut' was thus deliberately aligned to catch the first rays of the rising sun at 
the Midwinter Solstice, which would have shone directly into the recess, which may have formed some kind of 'altar' to 
celebrate the rebirth of the sun God/dess. The next phase of building was the fogou, which was sealed at both ends, with 
access only by the creep passage. The orientation of the fogou (and most other extant fogous in Wesp Penwith) was now in a 
NE/ SW direction, which means that the northerly end would have received the rays of the rising Midsummer sun. About this 
time the houses in the Settlement were being built, and the Beehive Hut and Fogou were incorporated into the northern house, 
so that the house may have served as some kind of ante-chamber or preparation room for entering the Hut and Fogou. What 
then was the purpose of the fogou? Three main suggestions have been made (1) refuge (2) storage & (3) ceremony and ritual. 
Refuge seems an unlikely function. As we have seen, both ends of the fogou were sealed, so once inside the inhabitants would 
have been trapped and easy to smoke out or be destroyed. Although fogous bear a superficial resemblance to souterrains in 
Ireland, Scotland & Brittany from the same period, in fact souterrains, which were used for refuge, are very different, with 
false passages, hidden doors and secret areas. Storage is also unlikely. It has been shown that most foodstuffs would perish 
very quickly if stored there. Only dairy products would do well, and fogous seem unnecessarily elaborate to serve as an Iron 
Age fridge! Ceremony & Ritual seems the most likely explanation. We may imagine that are significant times of the year, like 
Summer Solstice, initiates would crawl down into the chamber and await the rebirth of the sun as the first light entered the 
chamber through perhaps a removable stone at the entrance.  

 
On visiting Bodleigh Fogou an aged plywood sign announced access was only by 
appointment, by the telephone number displayed. No reply. Went to the house, none home. 
Reluctant to Pirate potentially compromising future access. Located at the head of the valley 
running northwest from Lamorna Cove, Bodleighôs  interior volume and location suggests 

https://cornishancientsites.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Carn-Euny.pdf
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links to the Tin industry. Returned to St. Just, to walk the coast passing out Wheal Call 
around to Boswedden Mine, (D.DM 50Á7.841N x 005Á42.080W), in the lower Kenidjack 
Valley, downstream from what appears to be a processing plant, with wonderfully capped 
and extended chimney to reduce downdraught,  a mile from Nancherrow village. óSciatica?ô 
discomfort curtailed enjoyment of the early evening walk, descending to the coastline. 
 
April Rainfall (mm) Carnane 
01/04/25     0.  02/04/25   0.  03/04/25     0.  04/04/25     0.  05/04/25    0.  06/04/25 0. 
07/04/25     0.  08/04/25   0.  09/04/25     0.  10/04/25      0.  11/04/25      0.  12/04/25 0. 
13/04/25      2.  14/04/25    12.  15/04/25      0.  16/04/25      0.  17/04/25     0.  18/04/25    12. 
19/04/25     11.  20/04/25   0.  21/04/25      3.  22/04/25    17.  23/04/25     0.  24/04/25 0. 
25/04/25    19.  26/04/25   2.  27/04/25      2.  28/04/25      0.  29/04/25    0.  30/04/25 0.   Total 80mm 

 
1st May     Pelton Wheel ï Boswedden Mine ï Lower Boscaswell Fogou. 
Nigel Burns 
Cloudless - still: Wind E, F2: Visibility 25+Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp:å22ÁC: Ground dry: 
The Plan: various. Walk down to the Pelton wheel noted it a while until Low Water. Headed 
off to Boswedden Mine to enjoy the remaining features and approach the Pelton Wheel from 
the north side. The mine is quite superb, NB pointing out the processing plant en-route 
down valley from Nancherrow, plus the majestic waterwheel pit and the choked adit; worth a 
dig.  
 

 
      Northern route taken from Boswedden Mine to the Pelton Wheel, at LW. 
 

  
                       Location of Pelton Wheel                                                         Actual site     Photos Nigel Burns 

 
Negotiated the beach on a falling tide, the last fifty metres requiring caution. NB searched 
hard for the Pelton Wheel assessing its location beneath accumulated storm debris - piles of 
cobbles. Fair crippled with the ósciaticaô on reaching NBôs motor. On to Lower Boscaswell 
Fogou, Pendeen. Inadvertent destruction of a passage and exposure of the mural chamber 
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occurred whilst clearing the edge of the field in the 1960s, along  the Iron Age enclosure wall, 
by the  then farmer. Rumour purports the destroyed passage was some ten metres in length. 
Robbing appears to have thinned the present rear of the chamber, as daylight is visible 
looking upwards through the stonework at an angle of around 45Á. A creep enters the 
righthand wall of the chamber, this is, most likely, the passage referred to as being exposed 
and destroyed perhaps the original entrance. Surveyed the remaining feature, noting 
adjacent walls had large flat triangular boulders leaning up against them. The young woman 
encountered, a sincere person, who took the trouble to guide the team to the somewhat 
obscure site. Two large lintels of irregular size and shape roof the two metre square mural 
chamber, what appears to have made up most of its outer wall, is a single large triangular 
boulder lay flat, sinking into the soil where is seems to have fallen, possibly during the field 
clearance. Overall the fogou appears in a sorry state, though much was recorded from the 
surviving features. NB kindly took many photos to record the site. 
 
2nd May     Bodrifty Hut Circle, M°n-an-Tol, Ding Dong Mine, Gurnards Head Mine, The 
Star. 
Nigel Burns 
Cloudless - still: Wind E, F4: Visibility 25Nm, haze: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp:å22ÁC: Ground 
dry: The Plan: various. Took off to Bodrifty Round House, eventually found it, closed. 
Latterly found it closed indefinitely? Headed to Men-an-Tol, the apparent three stone, 
appear centre of a larger diameter circle of recumbent megaliths; a superb landscape. 
Reached Ding Dong mine with open engine shaft, with extensive views to Newlyn Harbour. 
Painful walk back. To Geevor for tea, but a little to tight to do a mine visit, the place closing 
in less than an hour. To Gurnards Head Mine, a site NB wanted to check over. En-route 
noted a superb example of a triangular boulder similar to that which formed the mural 
chamber wall at Lower Boscaswell fogou. Once again NB to the photos. Waddled into St. Just 
for a final evening in The Star, being Friday it was packed, lively, nice, noisy, great fun. Fine 
pints. Tonight finished off the fifty euro CC sent to NB for the team to enjoy, enjoying the 
drink seemed the best. To Bristol tomorrow. 
 
3rd May     St. Just ï Bristol 
Nigel Burns 
Departed 07:50, Oakhampton by 11:00, Weatherspoonôs for breakfast, the a wander around 
the charity shops, the girl in Oxfam from Caherciveen! Bristol by 14:30, Unpacked NBôs 
Dacia, packed the Subaru. To Weatherspoonôs for pints and a splendid curry! Snooker, TV 
semifinals.  
 
4th May     Popeyeôs Place ï Macôs Place 
Called to Linda and Graham picked up some bits of Toeôs from his place, along with some 
books, which Linda pressed to please take. Odd Iôll never enter this little place again. On to 
Mac and Marilynôs. Confirmation Chris Hanham died sometime back, several weeks? Last 
spoke with him at Rob Harperôs 60th. Not by the cancer, something else, something 
unspoken? Curious, sad circumstances, dead and swiftly cremated as set down by CH some 
years back? 
 
5th May     JCS Technology ï Louise Cronin ï Castlemartin. 
Long catchup with Ken James, his illness under control. To LC. To Marks Place.  
 
6th May     Weston-Super-Mare ï Castlemartin, Pembroke. 
Great to catch up with Mark and Karen Lumley, very long, late night chats. Pleasant walk to 
the resurgence after MLôs medical appointment. Crackinô meal in St. Govan Bar. 
 
7th May     Castlemartin ï Pembroke Dock - Rosslare 
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Ferry left 14:30, fifteen minutes early. Searched departing Pembroke and upon arrival, 
19:00, in Rosslare: checking for drink and fags. Ferries in either direction not crowded, able 
to sit quiet in the caf® and develop ideas regarding the souterrain study. Home by 23:20. 
 
 
8th May (1945)                      VE Day. Father demobbed 1946 
 
 
11th May     Two weeks, (14 days), no rainfall recorded at Carnaun. 
 
11th May     CL016-052003 Souterrain, Roughaun. 
Stephanie Clarke 
11:30. Threatening cloud 95%: Wind S, F2/3: Visibility 20Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: 
Temp:14ÁC: Ground dry: The Plan: Lintel survey. Redesigned lintel survey sheet - producing 
version 7. SC set up shop within earshot of the entrance, from where measurements were 
called to record same. Set up the red laser as a centre line: the confined passage meant 
running the tape measure along the west wall. The laser ensured accuracy measuring the 
lintels deploying a set square made from a plastic voting poster. A slow process recording 
significantly irregular edges on most of the lintels. Not one could be said to have been 
dressed into a regular, rectangular shape or form. This part of the survey worked well; a 
short briefing meant SC understood the record sheetôs layout, able to note errors produced 
by the surveyor below: really useful. Thus far, this souterrain roof is the most difficult to 
record. Initial impressions present an almost careless approach to setting the lintels into 
place. However, some of the eight lintels edges are placed so their uneven edges sit above 
and below each other, in places actually touching - offering some amount of support across 
the span of the passage. Good trip. 
 
12th May     Barringtons 
11:45 Skull scan. 
 
12th May     Poulbru²on 
Fynn Randall 
18:00. Cloud 95: Wind NE, F3/4: Visibility 30Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp:18ÁC: Ground 
very dry ï significant cracking: The Plan: Dig.  FR below, PC hauling and carrying. Lowered 
the floor, creating the normal east-west channel. Such leaves support to the base of both 
north and south faces. Couple of rounded boulders set into the gap in the north face. 
Remaining spoil raised to surface, placed the west side of the tram incline: thirty kibbles in 
total. Midges an issue, mud works, ideally need repellent.                      Kibbles 365, Nets 11, 
Hours 4, (272 Hrs) 



                                                                    2025 

оп 
 

         
 
13th May     Moycullen Caves, Co. Galway.  
Today CG called, having finally been contacted by the owner, who granted permission to visit 
provisionally the 9th June - whilst he wonôt be available his groundsman will attend. Crackinô. 
A previous unrecorded area, delighted. 
15th May     Coolagh River Cave, B9a entrance ï Poulbruíon  
Elaine Oliver, Clive Owen, Julian Walford  
09:30. Cloud 10%: Wind E, F3: Visibility 20Nm, haze: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp:18°C: 
Ground dusty: The Plan: Tourist trip. Invited t o join the U.B.S.S. trip canôt remember last 
trip down there. Meet with Michael Hynes. In through the entrance PC piped some two years 
ago. Deployed ladder down the pitch, which has a permanent handline, as did the short, now 
desperate climb from Double Passage into Column Chamber; without it ascent is almost im-
possible. Floor worn away, pile of stones long gone. Very nice, steady trip to the sump, which 
had almost disappeared ï following eighteen days of virtually no rain recorded at Carnane. 
No need to swim the canal: of note soft silt is building up at the beginning of the canal. 
Faulty memory in places; the beginning of the sump receded some ten or more metres. EO 
and CO crawled along the old sump area to find the extant sump a swimming pool.  JW 
wanted exit Coolagh Main via a crawl from Column Chamber, so parted ways in Column 
chamber, PC soloed out. Crackinô trip, EO particularly pleasant company, a sound human. 
Water level lowest ever noted. 
18:00. Bob Churcher, PC. Departing for Dublin Friday 16 th May, wanted to catchup with BC, 
wandered up to the dig; fascinating conversations, óLooked at Dig looked OKô: met Michael 
Queally enroute to cattle: to the Irish Arms for pints. Nice trip , nice day. 
 
16th May     Calf injury, can barely walk. 
 
16th - 18th May     Dublin 50th wedding anniversary party for those who canôt make the June 
do.  
 
25th May     Calf muscle remains an issue, walking sideways like a limp crab. 
 
26th May     Can bend the leg a little, lessening pain. 
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28th May     M.A.R.E.E Project, GA095-009000 Rathgurreen, Galway University.  
Michelle Comber, Noel McCarthy, Joe Fenwick.   
Set up tents and trench; concern over compounding calf injury meant a slow, cautious pace. 
 

31st May     Rainfall at Carnane. 

01/05/25 0.  02/05/25 0.  03/05/25 0.  04/05/25 0.  05/05/25 0.  06/05/25 0. 

07/05/25 0.  08/05/25 0.  09/05/25 0.  10/05/25 0.  11/05/25 0.  12/05/25 0. 

13/05/25 0.  14/05/25 1.  15/05/25 0.  16/05/25 0.  17/05/25 0.  18/05/25 0. 

19/05/25 0.  20/05/25 3.  21/05/25 0.  22/05/25 0.  23/05/25 1.  24/05/25 2. 

25/05/25          18.  26/05/25 7.  27/05/25     23.  28/05/25 5.  29/05/25     18.  30/05/25 5. 

31/05/25 6.                                                                                                                 Total 252mm. 

 

1st June (1990)                                        Lost Bob Drake 

 

2nd ï 6th June     MAREE Project 

Stopping, intermittently, at JRôs place Kinvarra to work on the 2nd June for eight weeks. 

Weather hit and miss, heavy showers fine sunny days. Employed by NUIG as site supervisor. 

Stone axe, found on the first day, by NUIG student Lewis, heôs delighted. Flint scrapper the 

second by Naimh, features begin to appear removing the thin humic layer, exposing fine 

gravel packing among what appears to be a cobble floor. A major feature, roughly central to 

the 200 square metre trench becoming clearer. A ósquareô (600 x 600mm), in a large stone 

surround. In last ten minutes of the Friday session strained the repairing calf, limped back.  
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                                Rathgurreen 200sq.m trench long axis orientated east west.    Photo Michelle 

Comber. 

 

 

6th June (1944)                                   D-Day - Sword Beach 

Father, (23), an engineer, deployed to clear the beach defenses during the attack. Three 

weeks later became the sole survivor of a mortar round, which killed five others, the blast 

blew him through a hedge, he was found two days later by a farmer, who carried him by farm 

cart to an aid station. Much of his back lacerated by shrapnel. Originally listed MIA. A small, 

ID photo taken after two months in hospital show a hunched form and facial features of an 

elderly man.  

 

7th June (2024)                              Lost Tony óPopeyeô Boycott, devastated. 

 

9th June     Drimcong Caves 

Cristina Galvin 

14:00. Cloud 95%: Wind SW, F4: Visibility 5Nm: Rain Gauge 1mm: Temp:18°C: Ground 

damp: The Plan: Conduct recce of caves noted by CG. The culmination of lengthy 

negotiations by CG led to permission to enter the Drimcong private estate. No access into the 

grounds is permitted without the express permission of the owner . Prior to arrival CGôs 

brother proffered further data of another cave  in the vicinity. Met by the maintenance man, 

PJ, who was informed of the visit. Though visited some years previous, CG led straight to the 

first cave. A dry stream channel leads from the entrance, which is at the end of a four metre 

high broken cliff face, in which are at least one other entrance. Entered this upper entrance, 

to the left of the stream channel, a minor scrabble led down into the main stream passage, 
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though dry it experiences irregular flooding, which appears to emanate partly from a rising 

water table, and from water entering through surface openings near the adjacent lough. 

Initial passage is quite striking, beautiful water worn features and pillars: at one time a 

reasonable sized stream washed through this cave. Over the length of the main passage 

accumulated silts reduce the height to a crawl, at the end of which is a narrow joint, with 

seemingly little potential, through which water enters.  

    
                       View out, main passage.                                      To main entrance from second entrance. 

 

Roof decorations are plentiful. Heading out, at least two junctions are encountered on the 

right hand side, the first at around twenty metres the other around forty. A pool some 1.5m 

deep appears to lead off as a bedding at that depth. The other, larger, junction meanders off 

eventually becoming too small, removal of two boulders and a bit of silt may give access to 

another opening to where the substantial draught is heading. Conservatively, the overall 

length is ninety metre s. Exited the main entrance. CG took photos in the entrance area. 

Headed to the other cave entrance, calf muscle injury an issue, thrashing around in the 

undergrowth found a significant opening, seemingly a rising and perhaps sink; one hundred 

metres northeast of the other cave some twenty metres from the boat house. A three metre 

climb down reaches a pool, its level appearing to match that of the adjacent lough. Some 

confusion as the area was searched wherein supposed the cave entrance in which the Brother 

explored some thirty years ago. CG will likely enquire for further/greater/precise location 

details. Intend to ask to return to survey and photograph; will need a thin photographer and 

thin assistant. Thanks to CG for organizing the event. Stopped in Kelehanôs for refreshments. 

A very nice trip. 

 

9th -13th June     Maree Project 

12th June Sectioned potential hearth, context 13, inclusions of Oysters and Periwinkles.  

13th June Completed section the darker deposit, no obvious burning or charcoal. Expanded 

area as surface colour clearer today. Marine shells extend beyond context 13, south, beneath 

the trench baulk. Cut 14 is the section. 
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                                                          Second pass - north to south.                               Photo Michelle Comber 

  
                                        Curious setting for possible bronze furnace heated sandstone. 

 

14th ï 15th June     Built an óAô sieve frame and mesh tray. 

16th June                Erected sieve frame on site. 

17th June                Opened northern rampart section, cutting óBô.   

18- 19th June         Context 27, post hole. Calf muscle injury slowly improving. 
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                                                           Glass and an Amber bead 

  
                                                                            Prehistoric pottery 

  
       Glass toggle (common in Scottish Iron Age)                                          Sieving frame 
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      Tiny glass fragment, (Roman trade piece?)                  óEô ware French source C. 550-650 AD. 

30th June ï 4th July     Rathgurreen 

Drawing and planning emerging array of post holes 

June Rainfall Carnane. 

01/06/25    6.  02/06/25   10.  03/06/25    13.  04/06/25     6.  05/06/25 4.  06/06/25   5 

07/06/25  10.  08/06/25     1.  09/06/25      1.  10/06/25 1.  11/06/25 10,  12/06/25   3 

13/06/25   13.  14/06/25     3.  15/06/25       1.  16/06/25     10.  17/06/25   5.  18/06/25   0 

19/06/25    0.  20/06/25     0.  21/06/25      0.  22/06/25  6.  23/06/25   0.  24/06/25   0 

25/06/25  10.  26/06/25     4.  27/06/25     19.  28/06/25  9.  29/06/25  13.  30/06/25  15 

                                                                                                                                          Total 178 

4th July     Calf muscle slowly improving, still well away from 100%. 

 
6th July     BS rushed to hospital  
 

 
                              Main cutting óAô 20 x 10 metres, extension, Cutting óBô 5 x 2 metres. 

 
7 ï 11th July     Rathgurreen, Maree Project 
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De-sodded Cutting B, solo. Planning/Drawing remaining week, plotting all surface features.  
Many post holes, illustrating a variety of huts of differing periods.  Clear indication in Cutting 
óBô of ócobbleô surface, potentially original floor, relating to original, possible Iron Age period. 
MC delighted with drawing results.  
 
12th July     Cullaun II  
Solo 
11:00. Cloud 0%: Wind SE, F4: Visibility 20Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp:29°C: Ground dry: 
The Plan: test out the calf muscle. Small trickle at entrance, delighted at the unexpected flow 
at the cascade. Frustrated from nursing the calf muscle injury  these two  months especially  
whilst  excavating at Rathgurreen. Desperately needed a trip; took a slow, steady pace to pool 
chamber: some discomfort during exiting , but note a definite improvement.   
 
 
14th July     Rathgurreen 
Deployed to Cutting óBô, with Jacob, to check status, and decide whether to continue lowering 
the sterile floor surface. In SW corner, scraped at the base of the rear of the revetment noting 
the peaks of three fist sized cobbles. Suggested to MC, we cut along the western base edge of 
the rampart section, slowly exposed more cobbles; delighted. Appears to be the original floor 
of the garth, contemporary with the two outer ramparts, pre-dating the large, inner rampart. 
Absolutely delighted. 
 
15th ï 18th July     Rathgurreen Cutting óBô 
Drawing sections, profiling post hole features, and planning same. 
 
21st ï 25th July     Rathgurreen Cuttings óBô and óAô 
Difficulties continue with few attendees: back filling of Cutting óBô subsequent reinstatement 
took eight hours by four ómenô. Backfilling of Cutting óAô commenced whilst the kiln -hearth 
feature in Cutting óAô extension was excavated, a rather fine feature with deep deposit of ash. 
Glacial boulder moved to access visible occupation deposit beneath: whilst others worked on 
backfilling dug large hole against the half tonne boulder to avoid lateral movement, crushing 
or grinding any item existing beneath. Crept hole south under the perched boulder, which 
tipped upright, lifting off the limited deposit: two hours of work without any item located. 
The backfilling was not completed by 17:00, 25th July, a return to clear the remaining eight 
tonnes of spoil may not be required if the farmer manages to borrow his neighbours front 
bucket for his tractor; such would require an hour of effort. Hope springsé óSciaticaô issue 
returned, after the four tough days of spadework, backfilling and barrowing, barely able to 
waddle. 
 
27th July (1938)                                      Lost Tom Crean  
 
31st July     Cullaun II. 
Solo 
11:30. Cloud 100%, base 700ft: Wind  N, F4: Visibility 500m: Rain Gauge 7mm, raining : 
Temp:20°C: Ground wet: The Plan: exercise ï test out the injuries . Many surface pools and 
streamlets along the dense, foggy path. Entrance taking a small flow. Good size stream in 
entrance passage, large flow at the cascades, enough to spill along the bedding to the next 
channel.  Stream significantly augmented by that issuing from Year Passage. Flood foam 
0.8m above present elevated stream level, which was just lapping the UBSS erosion gauge 
bolts below the waterfall downstream of the Cascades. Rain Gauge at Carnane recorded 
194mm for July. Pleasant, noisy trip, the calf muscle behaving itself, the strained left ankle 
presented minor discomfort. Exiting the streamway required effort, outside rain had 
increased. Nice trip.  
 
July Rainfall Carnane. 
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01/07/25   15. 02/07/25     1.   03/07/25   2.   04/07/25    1.  05/07/25  25.   06/07/25   3. 
07/07/25    2. 08/07/25     1.   09/07/25   0.   10/07/25    0.   11/07/25    0.    12/07/25   0. 
13/07/25    2.  14/07/25     2.   15/07/25  47.   16/07/25    4.   17/07/25  16.    18/07/25   0. 
19/07/25    6.  20/07/25  16.    21/07/25  11.   22/07/25    3.  23/07/25    4.   24/07/25   2. 
25/07/25   2.  26/07/25    9.    27/07/25   4.   28/07/25    2.  29/07/25     5.  30/07/25   2. 
31/07/25   7.                                                                                                                  Total 194mm 
 
2nd August     Possible entrance        
Solo 
14:30. Cloud 100%: Wind  SW, F4: Visibility  20Nm : Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp:20°C: Ground 
dry: The Plan: search for cave. Eilidh McNamara spoke of encountering a cave entrance 
during walking the gulley southeast of Poul Eich Oíta, (Drunken Horse Hole) . Headed to the 
concluded dig, found the handle parted from the lid . Rabbits occupy the small heap of much 
levelled spoil. Took photos of site. Followed the given google map reference without success. 
Covered each side of the gulley from the field, south, stopping the search at the obvious 
debris cone at ITM 510244 x 703439. The entrance description is an open rift of some two 
metres deep. Whilst sounding great, the broad gulley has experienced Glacial effects and 
subsequent weathering of its eastern cliff face. Itôs possible the hole is a gap between 
accumulated talus fallen from the thirty odd metre cliff face.  Intend return . Leg good, ankle 
fair.  
   

  
                                  View East                                                                             View NE                                                           

 
3rd August     Pouldubh  
Daniel Breheny, PC 
11:30. Cloud 100%: Wind  W, F3: Visibility  20Nm:  Rain Gauge 13mm: Temp:21°C: Ground 
wet: The Plan: 1st Trip for DB . Approached by DB during the Maree archaeological project. 
Met in Lisdoonvarna.  DB quite tall, even so kit fitted quite well. Audible roar from Middle 
entrance. Pouldubh South entrance taking huge stream, entrance passage had eight inches of 
stream. Sent DB through tube to main stream. Flood foam 600mm up the walls, swaths in 
the meanders. Answered many sensible questions, DB alert and unphased. Large cascade; 
thunderous. Stream tumbling  down the climb from the small inlet directly above. Large 
stream in upper passage averaging 220mm. DB delighted with the geology, development and 
decorations. Large stream volume squeezed into the crawl: character building exiting the 
turbulent  flow. DB delighted with the trip, as college permits will retur n for another trip:  a 
Grand Day Out. 
 
6th August (1945)                                       Hiroshima  
 
6th August     Poulbruíon 
Solo 
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12:30. Cloud 100%, haze: Wind  SW, F1: Visibility  15Nm:  Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp: 21°C: 
Ground damp: The Plan: Assess status. Last dug 12th May 2025, since when injury and 
supervising commitments prevented visits. Walked in from the Cross, ankle and calf muscle 
doing well. Status of the infrastructure, all in good order, ingress of foliage requires cutting 
back. Below, no obvious sign of shoring movement, no sign of collage, partial or otherwise: 
all good to go. Returning to the Subaru the ankle presented minor discomfort.   
 
7th August                                                Lost Jim Lovell. 
 
9th August (1945)                                        Nagasaki  
 
9th August                                      Lost Patsy ó Cappô Linnane  
                                                                    Cappanawalla. 
 
9th August     Poulnagollum, (Branch Passage Gallery) 
Solo 
11:00. Cloud 75%: Wind W, F4/6: Visibility 20Nm: Rain Gauge 3mm: Temp: 20°C: Ground 
damp: The Plan: tourist. Spontaneous decision, somewhat frustrated with ongoing injuries. 
Laddered main entrance; surprizingly  small cascade issuing from Upper Poulnagollum. In 
Gunmanôs Cave, through Muddy Links  to Branch Passage. BP stream clearly audible from 
start of Muddy Links crawl. Evidence of recent flooding, foam a metre above todays stream 
level: believed related to 31mm of rainfall over the 3rd 4th and 5th August, recorded at 
Carnane. July 194mm, so far this month 45mm. Really pleasant trip along this superb stream 
passage, following the stream.  Some 500m downstream of Muddy Links, near the inlet, 
experienced sharp discomfort , turned the trip, rather than the ankle. Steady wander out. 
Minor issue ascending ladder. Delightful  trip . 
 
7th August     Sink, Cloghaun Townland      
ITM 512008 x 700800 . A dry stream bed terminates at a significant sink/depression, 
90metres northeast of Poulcloghaun sink. Land believed not owned by Kevin Linnane. 
 
15th August     Poulbruíon  
Solo 
11:00. Cloud 10%: Wind N, F4: Visibility 15Nm, haze: Rain Gauge 3mm: Temp: 23°C: 
Ground damp: The Plan: Assessment. Last dug 12th May; did not descend the 6th Aug vis-
it.  Went up today owing to forthcoming hospital procedure  - possibly out of action for a 
month, perhaps  
more. Though the bottom of the shaft showed no obvious debris pile following recent rain 
events, southern  shoring did show some finer deposits washed out, leaving gaps. Such grav-
els, sand and clays formed a nice, level floor. Reviewed  protruding boulders  on the north 
side, apparently cemented together with ósoft stalô - reducing the available working area. 
Studied th is projecting mass, cautiously checking the packed boulders above, supported by 
horizontal lengths of rebar resting on galvanized steel stemples ï all reasonably stable. 
Clearing the floor debris, encountered a large boulder, spent time removing same. Inspecting 
the projecting boulder mass, carefully poked the east side, from which a flagstone, (600mm x 
350mm x 80mm), rolled out from the pile. This twenty kilo rock fitted nicely into the south 
side shoring, clearing more mud from the boulder mass more rocks came free, all packed in-
to the southern shoring. Cautious poking stopped when the remaining mass, ¼ tonne,  col-
lapsed into the shaft. Debris cleared, the cavity is 700mm deep,  1200mm wide and 750mm 
high, all boulders, large and small, were packed mostly into the south side. Delighted to note 
gaps among  exposed boulders in the rear of the fresh cavity,  permitting drainage of the 
stream. More importantly the one metre long lengths of rebar driven in at each stemple level 
remain in place. One metre lengths are the minimum to be used to avoid localized collapses, 
as today, from becoming very serious incidents. Next visit t wo more steps need installing, 
with  two further stemples, to the south and north sides. The size of the northern cavity pre-
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sents a fine opportunity to insert both horizontal rebar overlaid with reinforcing  mesh, it also 
presents a chance to set this stemple back a little, increasing the working area. Called into FR 
on return, sorting his work schedule out for digging sessions. Nice trip.                                   
Kibbles 365, Nets 11, Hours 2, (274 Hrs)  
 
17th August (1997)                Lost Rob Parker, (Four Sharks Hole). 
 
20 th August 14:00 Barringtons for pre TURPS procedure checks. 
 
20 th August     Scanlanôs Island, Finavarra 
Spoke with Carl Fahy the unrecorded souterrain is in an unworked area of the field, CF to 
speak with his neighbour to confirm permission.  
 
 
22nd August (1922)                               Lost Michael Collins 
 
31st August (2000)                                     Lost Father. 
 
31st August (2008)              Lost Tony Jarratt  
 
 
August Rainfall Carnane  
01/08/25     1.  02/08/25    0.  03/08/25   13.  04/08/25   17.  05/08/25     1.  06/08/25    0. 
07/08/25    6.  08/08/25    6.  09/08/25    3.  10/08/25     2.  11/08/25     5.    12/08/25    0. 
13/08/25    0.  14/08/25    5.    15/08/25    0.  16/08/25    0.   17/08/25    0.    18/08/25    1. 
19/08/25    2.  20/08/25    3.   21/08/25    0.  22/08/25    0.  23/08/25    8.    24/08/25    1. 
25/08/25    0. 26/08/25   11.   27/08/25    8.  28/08/25   33. 29/08/25   20.  30/08/25   11. 
31/08/25   17.                                                                                                               Total 174mm 
 
1st September     Barringtons, Bons Secours, Limerick,  
Underwent TURPS procedure.  
 
4th September    Barringtons ï Home, 13:30.  
Severely instructed conduct nothing strenuous  during the next six weeks - no driving or 
flying  as deployed seat belts may compromise healing process, Limit g entle walking. 
 
4th September (16:30)                   Lost Barry Sudell, devasted. 
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5th September (2011)            Lost Artur Kozlowski 
 
12th September        Poland deploys troops to its borders with Belarus and Russia. 
 
15th September 
Two weeks since procedure; discomfort remains, slowing abating. 
 
28th September     EIRE 48. 
Established precise location of WWII navigation aid, south of Black Head Light. 
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                                              Location of E²re 48 WWII, aircraft navigation aid. 

 
1st October     Australia ï Doolin 
Steve Milner arrives. 
 
2nd October     Teergonean Souterrain 
Steve Milner, 
11:00. Cloud 10o%: Wind SW, F6: Visibility 1Nm: Rain Gauge 34mm: Temp: 18ÁC: Ground 
sodden: The Plan: tour of project archaeological sites. Filthy weather, first to the 4000BC 
Court Tomb, reasonably clear of foliage, next, Ballycahan souterrain, vegetation restricting 
views through gaps between the exposed roof lintels finally to Teergonean souterrain, a fine 
example. PCôs explained to Dr. SM, at length his hypothesis of the souterrains location, the 
final choice entirely dependent upon very specific, geological circumstance,   
 
3rd October     Shannon Airport - Storm Amy. 
Amidst Storm Amy, SM departs Shannon ï Heathrow, for the BEC dinner and other visits.  
 
11th October     School House Sink, (B10d),(S.H.S), ï Poulcloghaun, (B10f)  
Calum McNamara, Niamh McNamara, PC 
12:30. Cloud 100%: Wind  SW, F2: Visibility  25Nm: Rain Gauge 0mm: Temp:18°C: Ground 
dry: The Plan: unexpected chance to be guided to these sinks Calum and Naimh. Records 
indicate Poulcloghaun and S.H.S. are within the dry river channel, that meanders west from 
Polldonough South, (B9a), an elevated area disrupts  the valleyôs initially, shallow, continuity. 
Further downstream multiple sites  issue water after significant rain events, believed when 
Coolagh River Cave appears reach its capacity to pass the increased volume entering its three 
known entrances - Polldonough Main,  North  and South. CMcN remembers Poulcloghaun  
entrance, (shaft), covered by a flagstone, close to the ford  - his last visit to this site , some ten 
years back, (then aged å10). Poulcloghaun is, undoubt edly, on Linnane land from which 
cavers are banned, since a flagstone, covering a cave, (unspecified), was not replaced, 
resulting in the loss of a cow. When recently approached Mr. Linnane was adamant the ban 
remained in place. Kindly óescortedô across the Linnane field by his young neighbours, CMcN 
and NMcN - down a desperately muddy, steep ótrackô that led to a revetted ford built across 
the, presently, dry channel. Immediately right, (upstream), through a mass of thick briars,  
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the deepening dry stream channel appears stop, (ITM 511490 x 700680), seemingly passing 
beneath the revetted ford, which is not the case, as checked the downstream side - CMcN 
believes this site to be Poulcloghaun; (am unsure). Downstream the ford, the stream channel 
delimits ownership of Linnane and McNamara land. An attempt was made to force the 
briars, to reach a point some thirty metres downstream, here CMcN believes S.H.S. is 
located; heôd previously shinnied down the steep, 80% slope, behind his Fatherôs workshop 
to a known óholeô- this steep óslopeô may indeed be the ócliffô described by Charlie in Co. Clare, 
(1980), p88.   
 

 
                                                                  Conflicting map references  

 
Contrary to one observation, the stream channel continues southwest for another 150 
metres, to pass beneath the road at, ITM  511275 x 70020, heading toward Poulnageh, and 
the sinks beyond. Charlieôs collated data further describes, ñ The valley ends at a cliff with a 
cave entrance at its foot. A steeply descending canyon passage is  choked with mud within 
the daylight zoneò. Optimism aside, the steep ócliffô behind the Ballynalacken School House, 
and the hole remembered by CMcN, at its base, suggests S.H.S might be under McNamara 
land. Over tea and caca, EMcN eagerly gave permission to park in his yard, use the garage 
and facilities, create a path to the stream bed and dig. Bliss, after these six weeks of enforced 
recuperation, demanded by the surgeon - unable to trust the patient not to resume his 
addiction  prematurely .  
Reviewing the map references, entrance locations become questionable. The map ref taken 
on the 11th October, at a point where the stream channel is deep, perhaps three metres below 
the ford, is a contender for an entrance, quite what cave it is remains to be seen. 
 
26th October     Poulacapple 
Solo 
14:00. Cloud 100%, base 800ft: Wind W, F6: Visibility 50m: Rain Gauge 2mm: Temp:12°C: 
Ground wet: The Plan: revisit site and assess. The visit of 24th December 2015, made with TB 
and NB, to inspect the effect of nine years of mothballing. Had decided to alter the pipework 
directing both streams straight down t he main shaft ï the idea being to hydraulically ómineô 
the silt at the shaft base, the water able to drain down the side of the large boulder, forming 
the óroofô of the sloping dig site. Reviewing the landscape today made easier with fading 
foliage: the previous number of observed depressions increasing by a factor of 2. Struggled 
down the depression, some briars present; at -5m below the moor dense willow and other 
prevented descent, at the point where a decent metre plus step once existed, and still does. 



                                                                    2025 

пу 
 

Slash hook and loppers required, a ladder likewise. Improvement to the bog road means a 
car can reach the junction, and, in theory, park close to the depression. Over the previous 
three days, Carnane recorded 11mm of rainfall, the rumble of water clearly audible from the 
western edge of the depression ï with a strong westerly wind.  Intend to mothball 
Poulbruíon, secure the shaft, clear surface infrastructure and relocate assorted materials to 
Poulacapple, with the aim of following the main shaft down, the spoil used to backfill the 
lower part of the northern rift. Map reference taken today requires checking ï ITM 518770 x 
704090 . 
 

                                                    Detail of potential sinks adjacent Poulacapple. 
 
24th December (2015)     Poulacapple Pot  
Tony Boycott, Nigel Burns  
The plan was to assess the damage accrued over the last nine years since the team had worked the dig. Once through the 
foliage the area was like a time capsule with the buckets and ropes hung with lichen and where they had been left. The water 
was cascading in a huge torrent down the upper shaft, with a significant amount flowing down the four inch pipes; these had 
be left connected to direct the flow along the UBSS rift; PC descended the aluminium ladder which was in good condition and 
separated the pipes to direct the flow straight down to wash the base of the shaft, whilst below he tested the state of the timber 
which were all in sound condition. The only suggested item to replace being the light weight pallet that forms the hauling 
platform. The concrete blocks were all sound and in their original locations, nothing has moved. TB then descended to observe 
the work. The slope down the depression does need a rope or a short timber ladder. The foliage requires cutting and clearing. 
The volume of falling water surprized all present. Once again in another hail storm the team change and departed. The track 
has been ñrepairedò with shale and gravel. The site is as exciting as ever. 
 

31st October     Poulacapple Pot 
Solo 
11:00. Cloud 30%,: Wind W, F4: Visibility >10Nm: Rain Gauge 8mm: Temp:11°C: Ground 
wet: The Plan: begin clearing a path down into the depression. Took up the short timber 
ladder, to facilitate the metre óstepô. Parked at the junction, (ITM 5187718 x 703895). Best 
place to cross the ditch is where a recent track drain has been made, keeping to its right, 
(southside). In the sunshine the size of the depression is impressive ï likewise the other 
enticing sites. The working platform is obscured beneath the willow canopy. Cut down the 
slope, removing, a selection of willow, briar etc. exposed steps made by PMcG. Encountered 
some glass jars, not of our previous work here, though several off cuts of 4ò pipe are, no idea 
of where a large sheet of blue plastic came from, but needs bagging to remove it. Managed to 
get to within three metr es of the bottom, the platform just visible from todayôs limit, the 
place tidy-ish, the volume of water loud. Unsure if its imagination but , have a feeling the 
northwest side of the depression has changed shape, or perhaps steepness. Headed west at 
the lower junction of the track, toward the lessor used Cullaun road, and for good reason. 
Noted, shallow depression, believe it a Cullaun, confirmed it the area of Cullaun (Zero One). 
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Another interesting area encountered south of the road, near the Cullaun road junction. 
Total October rainfall recorded at Carnane was 217mm, therefore 2025 = 1402mm so far. 
Intend resume Saturday 8th Nov, after a short break in Killarney.  
 

 
                                                    Areas noted returning from Poulacapple.  
 
October Rainfall Carnane 
01/10/25   18.   02/10/25  34.   03/10/25  40.   04/10/25  23.   05/10/25    2.   06/10/25    1. 
07/10/25  18.   08/10/25   0.    09/10/25   0.     10/10/25    0.     11/10/25    0.   12/10/25    0. 
13/10/25    0.    14/10/25   0.     15/10/25   0.     16/10/25    0.     17/10/25    0.   18/10/25    0. 
19/10/25  12.    20/10/25   2.     21/10/25    5. 22/10/25    2.     23/10/25  22.  24/10/25    8. 
25/10/25    1.    26/10/25   2.     27/10/25    8.   28/10/25   3.     29/10/25   5.    30/10/25    3. 
31/10/25   8.                                                                Total 217mm  (2025 total so far 1402mm).      

 
1st November     Cullaun II 
Solo 
10:30. Cloud 80%,: Wind W, F2/3 : Visibility 20Nm: Rain Gauge 15mm: Temp:  9°C: Ground 
awash: The Plan: Exercise, rebuild fitness. Impressive cascade at the entrance. Stream along 
the entrance passage toe cap depth. Stream volume at Cascade reaching across to, and 
beyond the next channel. Climbed up over to the old upper stream route, managed almost 
half way before experiencing upper body fatigue, headed off out. Shoulder muscles certainly 
need attention: surprized at how much fitness lost during enforced recuperation from 
procedure.     
 
7th November                                       Lost Phil Collett, bugger. 
 
7th November     McGannôs Doolin 
Brian and Jan Woodward 
Contacted by BW, notifying they were in the area, and the news about Phil Collett. Suggested 
using their limited time to walk from Poulsallagh to Doolin, before heading back to the UK. 
Delightful meeting up after all these years.  
 
9th November     Poulacapple Pot ï Gragen West One 
Paul McGrath 
11:00. Cloud 60%,: Wind SW, F4: Visibility 30Nm: Rain Gauge 10mm: Temp:  10°C: Ground 
wet: The Plan: Complete cutting the route to Poulacapple Pot. Parked PMcGôs motor at the 
crush. Reviewed visible depressions south of the townland boundary wall, estimated six. Into 
the depression - PMcG completed the final three metres; the pot entrance beneath a dense 
canopy of hazel, willow and briar, many resting on the surviving , original hauling spar. 
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Stream audible from the moorland. Removed the, surprizingly intact wooden pallet , which 
you wouldnôt stand on. Checked the timber shoring, all good, but, twenty years old ï intend 
install a scaffold frame, backed with steel mesh tight against the existing, aged timber 
shoring, ensuring future integrity.  Previous weeks rain, recorded at Carnaun = 102mm, 
hence the stream volume - none of which was overflowing the original cement dam, nor the 
pipework in the east wall bedding. The issuing volume from the pipe was impressive, the last 
ten years of such flow hopefully having a clearing effect on the silt below, (as intended). 3 x 
1.5m and 1 x 2m lengths of scaffold required, Hilti, Popeyes cutter, spanner and scaffold 
clips. Will return the builders ladder at Poulbruíon. As the sun illuminated the hollow the top 
of the concrete block shoring was visible, all seemed in good condition.  
Exited Poulacapple Pot to check on the adjacent depressions, ranging from big to quite big, 
the exception an obscure, man sized hole, found en-route to an eastern depression. A two 
metre drop appears to descend further on the west side of its visible floor.  
Used the Garmin GPSmap 64s, which had been on the previous hour, took numerous map 
refôs ï unsure of something, took/ checked position of the gate, when applied to the digital 
system it is shown with an error of 1 metre west and 7 metres north, need to redo - likely  
when pushing the small hole, which will need a rope. Several of the depressions show 
promise.  
Headed back to drop off the kit at the motor, then show PMcG the locations of some 
entrances to Gragen West One. Could not remember which of the several depressions was 
Top entrance (H1), nor Pigeon Hole, (H1a), found the small vertical rift that is óMain 
Entranceô, (H2), and Joyceôs Hole, (H2a). Heather walking a fine dose of exercise. A crackinô 
day. 
 
Error corrections  based on gate check. Gate 518723 x 704147 Gate from map = 518724x704140 
Hole    518801 x 704100 corrected to  ITM 518800 x 70 4093 
Hoo                              766193  x 380531 woefully wrong!!!!!! Reception????? 
Hooo    518772 x 704100  corrected to  ITM 518771 x 704093 
Hoooo    518783 x 704119   corrected to  ITM 518782 x 704112 
H00000    518792 x 704098   corrected to  ITM 518791  x 704091 
H0000000   518793x704122  corrected to  ITM 518792 x 704115 
Hooooooooo   518752x704112  corrected to  ITM 518751 x  704105 
Hh000000   518805x704106  corrected to  ITM 518804 x 704099  
Gragen West Cave,  Joyceôs hole     ITM 519364 x 702809, excellent accuracy! 
Gragen West Cave, Main Entrance               ITM 519287 x 702899, excellent accuracy! 

 

 
 
Sites corrected from observed GPSR error, will next deploy two GPSRôs to ensure accuracy, but will 
reference both gate, and junction. An area of some 6,500 square metres is pepped with depressions, 
estimated between 3 and 8 metres deep. Most notable is the anonymous hole, (Red Dot), estimated 
some 2.5 to 3 metres deep, seeming to descend further to the west, toward Poulacapple Pot. 
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Poulacapple Pot suspected as the convergence of these various depressions, being near the end of the 
trackable northern, northeasterly, and westerly alignments. Not all the depre ssions are marked on the 
above image; a specific recording trip is required to accurately clarify the situation, not an easy task in 
the dense ground cover of heather and moss. 
13th November                              Lost Valerie óValô Littler 
 
15th November     Poulbruíon 
Solo 
09:30: Cloud 100%, base 700ft: Wind NE, F6: Visibility 10metres: Rain Gauge 6mm: Temp: 
8°C: Ground sodden: The Plan: prepare to mothball site. Disassembled hauling frame, using 
some of the scaffolding to erect a óbarrierô across the southern end, same on the east side, 
doubling as a support brace, if  cattle ever used the protruding tube ends  as scratching posts. 
Descended the shaft, large stream flowing, much of the shaft well washed: cleaned. 
Recovered and cleaned all tools, sorted same and  materials, scaffold clips etc. packing into 
tackle sacs, containers and buckets: nine scaffold tubes available for Poulacapple Pot. 
Cleared north end of surface rift of un-natural debris; reflected that if a team of say 
three/four wer e available the north end of the dig for three days, this end of the rift could be 
cleared to present depth, negating the need for the promising side of the rift to be shored, 
making for swifter excavation.  The estimated volume to present depth, only ten tonnes. First 
sherpa trip conveyed one very heavy tackle sac and three 1.5m scaffold tubes to the Droverôs 
Road. Returning for the next, visibility fell  to three metres; got lost, turned north -ish, found 
townland wall, headed south-ish, where wall descends to the wide gulley; found dig. Next 
trip, took three more 1.5m scaffold tubes, twenty scaffold clips, tools and PMcGôs sledge 
hammer. Visibility worsened to a metre ; found Droverôs Road, retrieved previously dropped 
kit. Back, ankle and knee took a vote to strike, with immediate effect. Waddled off to get the 
motor loaded, headed home. Need recover the builders ladder, railway, remaining scaffold 
tubes, winch drum, railway dram, rope  and ancillary odds and sods. Need organize a trailer 
for the railway lengths, (ladders).  
 
16th November     Poulbruíon 
Solo  
10:00: Cloud 100%, base 500ft: Rain: Wind NE, F2: Visibility 50 metres: Rain Gauge 1mm: 
Temp: 6ÁC: Ground wet: The Plan: continue mothballing site. Trailer unavailable today.  
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                                              Poulbru²on status, (14:00, 16th November 2025). 
12:00 = bright sunshine. Searched surrounding heather for stray odds and sods. Packed 
remaining ironmongery; ten scaffold clips, chain, krabs etc. into two tackle sacs ï three trips 
brought down the winch, three more scaffold lengths, two tackle sacs ï no loose items 
remain. Several kibbles left up there, along with a bag of rope lengths, the railway and the 
dram, which with assistance could be stripped, and brought to the trailer in three hours. Left 
ankle the only issue today. Believe there is an argument for leaving the railway in situ for a 
whileé 
 
The S.U.I. have launched a WhatsApp group, it might be worth asking for assistance via it, 
maybe propose a specific weekend? Fitness levels still of concern. 
 
Poulacapple, required tools and materials;  
Hilti Drill, 14mm drill bit, 16mm drill bit, 12mm drill bit, 4 x 16mm studs, 1 x 2m scaffold 
tube, 3 x 1.5m scaffold tubes, 2 x 16mm bars to locate upright scaffold tube, Grinder, Level, 4 
x scaffold óputlockô clips, Scaffold clip spanner, 1.6m square, steel mesh, Plastic pallet, Black 
marker, Rope to support pipework, Lump Hamer, Belay anchors, (bolts). AGôs TRAILER. 
Perhaps make up five x 12mm staple steps?  
 
20th November     New Bon Secours, Hospital Limerick. 
TURPS procedure successful, pathology of tissue removed found no cancerous presence. 
 
22nd November     Poulacapple Pot 
Solo 
15:00: Cloud 100%, base 700ft: Wind SW, F3/4: Visibility 100 metres: Rain Gauge 12mm: 
Temp: 7ÁC: Ground wet: The Plan: deliver materials. Took over two sections of mesh, 3 x 
1.5metres and 1 x 2metre, galvanized scaffold tube, only three putlock clips, and 20 metres of 
rope. Had expected a lessening of the stream, however, the 12mm yesterday knackered the 
chance of reconnecting the 4 inch pipework. Stream discharge from pipework similar to 
previous. Reviewed how to reconnect the pipe to descend and check possible hydraulic 


