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Personal Log

Ist January Cullaun Il

Solo

First trip of the year. Picked up the Hilux left at Mc D e r mdavingdhad a few pints last night
with LS and PMcG: extant restrictions require mandatory closing 20:00. Cloud 100%; Wind SW,
F5/6: Showers: Visibility 5Nm: Ground awash: The Pl an; continue search
MF provided animage taken near Pool Chamber,; second location.

Small trickle in the entrance. At the cascades stream floving onto the lower rib; the far side the
cascade A lot of mist; likely from the exterior air t e mp o f Exdedesc€d difficultly
reconciling imagery with reality ; slowly moved downstream. Climbed a metre to a projecting
limestone lump; standing on tip toe to peer onto a ledge As the foot hold left the wall, landed
upright stream, jolting ankle. Swiftly removed left sock, pulling over right sock; squeezing all
back into right welly, before swelling erupted. Surfaced in heavy showers worse part, the walk
back to the motor.

3rd January CL016020037, Souterrain, Leamaneh North Td.

Paul McGrath

Cloud 100%: Wind W, F4: Visibilty 10Nm: Ground, limestone; dry: The Plan: meet the
landowners. PMcG had arranged an introduction with his friends, the owners. Having
previously spoken of the souterrain project. A cordial meeting; Bernie promptly inviting
immediate examination of the sites: a pleasant, obliging couple.

North Up.

s souterrain CE016-020025 - =

., Caherscresheen
oy s - . v
souterrain CLO16-020037

Leamaneh North

300 metres

Souterrain CL016-020037 is within Cashel, CL016-20026, Caherscreebeen on OS maps
Elevated, this cashel overlooks and possibly controlled use of the Ennis i Kilfenora road, and
use ofthe north/south road at its adjacent junction, to Ballyvaghan on the north coast.
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The souterrain is in a deep hollow in the southwestern quadrant. Unprepared, the cursory look,
illuminated by mobile phone, assessed itapproximately three metres long, a metre high and
maybe little over a metre wide. Corbelling, large lintels and what seemsto be a sub-square
hollow in the floor was noted: better illumination required . The cashel is in poor condition;

centuries of grazing contribute to its present state. Original ly, maybe, once six metres in height,
the rampart is reduced to an anonymous rubble slope. Much of the rampart outer stonework is
obscured by this tumble; some original sections survive, a fine section on the north side of the
cashel. The original entrance located, as expected facing east. The interior of the cashel is an
uneven surface, several linear, north/south walls, sub divide the interior area. One surface
feature may be a subsquare house

Surveying this monument will present challenges as will conveying the equipment.

4t January (2020) Lost Simon Halliday

6t January John OO6Neill, murdered
Lisdoonvarna

8t January Cullaun i

Paul McGrath

Cloud 100%: Sleet/hail showers: Wind WNW, F5/6: Visibility >20Nm: Ground awash: The
Pl an: Further search for Farrds flash gun. 10: 30,
(02:00 1 04:30); extensive flooding in fields and on some parts of the roads. Good size stream
in the entrance. The cascadeswvere very large; the noise, enchanting. Main stream large; Year
Passageinlet stream also large, below this junction the stream was areal torrent. Steady trip to
Pool Chamber. Studied the image sent by Farr, managed to reconcilethe location. A thorough
search of various ledges up to six metres above the stream level found no lightbugger. Happy to
report the light was not left in Cullaun 1l. The other option being Poulanian main chamber.
From Pool Chamber headed back via the old, upper streamway. This route, though at times
awkward provides fine examples of stream development and the obscure, gorgeous decorations;
especially the helictites. Exited to a windswept landscape; changing, rewarded with a hail
shower.

9t January Co n s i dSoutteEhd)
Solo
Cloud 100%: Wind NW, F4: Cold: Visibility < 10Nm: Ground awash: medium stream: The Plan:
sort water supply befor eSttoolmo r R aouModiboseglipentg@saigd esne s S i
conjunction with the hose donated by PMcG: taken along just in case. Existing %2 inch pipe had
become choked with fine particles of silt. Attempts to unblock, unsuccessful. The likely reason
for accumulation, a control nozzle fitted to the discharge pipe outlet slowed the outfall , allowing
precipitation of particles to take place. Removed knackered pipework. Removed resrvoir,
reinstated on compacted clay. Changed outlet to a quick release, standard hose connection. Ran
new hose along ditch, through foliage, secured to branches, for support. As an afterthought,
directed main flow to the washing cistern; believing future suspended debris can be captured
with the silt off cleaning the kit. From the washing cistern ran a hose pipe to the main cistern,
passing beneath the walkway pallets. Cleaned significant amount of accumulated silt from both
cisterns. Flow to the main cistern is slow, but steady. Ideally, will replace extant %2 inch hose
pipe with that of alarger diameter. Generator not run: no fuel on site.

Hours 3 (3086), Southend (2036) Kibbles 0 (6197), Nets 0 (923), Total lifts 7128
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10h January Co n s i dSoutreEnd)
Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath
Cloud 100%; base 500ft: Wind SW, F4, gusting 6: Visibility <3Nm: Ground awash: The Plan:
Maintenance. CC descended to-24m to commence work, installing ginging to stabilize the loose
fllexposed in AThe Gapo. Meanwhil e PC secured expand
length of an eight-foot scaffold plank; creating a slip free, barrow run. Installed same, and two
shorter, forming a barrow run behind the winch shed. Began removing the briar s from among
the Blackthorn. PMcG appeared, helping clear the area, which is now ready for spoil deposition
up to the path to the generator: a significant area. All cuttings left to compost beneath the
forthcoming spoil. CC re@apdehad hfei h &hwilow fitted ®lae @ f u |
to wash cistern sothe northern shaft much less wet. CC fuel. Generator % full: no fuel on site.

Hours 7 (3093), Southend (2043) Kibbles 0 (6197), Nets 0 (923), Total lifts 7128

140 January Co n s i dSoutreEnhd)
Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath
Cloud 95%: Wind W, F2: Cold: Visibility < 25Nm: Ground sodden: small steam: The Plan: Dig.
CC winching, PMcG digging: PC unloading and barrowing. Issue with signal box speaker, PMcG
unable to receive down signal resorted to vocal comms. With completion of the ginging o f A Th e
G a pthe large heapof stone, collected for the purpose, waslifted to surface. Thirty kibbles were
once again raised, including six of clays and gravels.PMcG experiencal a cold, strong draught
issuing from the northern shaft, this affect is considered to be the cold outside temperature
falling down the shaft passing through the short connecting passage emerging into the south
shaft at -22m.The east and west walls, adjacat fiThe Gapo0 are seen to cont
below floor level, the eastern wall appears to slowly slope outwards. There is the hint of a rift
next to the wall of APaul 6s Poto, perhaps,Athe ar
tough, excellent session.Maintenance is needed to address weather canopy; maybe Monday?
Barrow way good but needs minor improvement to plank support. Generator a little under %2
full: no fuel on site.
Hours 10 (3103), Southend (2053) Kibbles 30 (6227), Nets 0 (923), Total lifts 7158

160 January 1@0anniversary of the Irish Free State.
Michael Collins took over from the British at Dublin Castle.

17 January Co n s i dSoutteEnd)
Cheg Chester
Cloud 95%, base 600ft: Wind WNW, F4: Cold: Visibility <25Nm: Ground sodden: tiny stream:
The Plan: maintenance. The weather canopy had suffered from Storms Arwen and Barrg torn
laterally along the east side. Fitted timber to tripod, secur ed torn canopy to this with strips of
batten. The west side also requires repair, as soon as possible. With thaignal box on the surface
CC checked the sgtem, without finding any obvious fault . In in casethe fault may low battery
capacity carried both back to be charged. Oil checked in generator: No fuel on site. Field
reservoir water level requires attention.

Hours 3 (3106), Southend (2056) Kibbles 0 (6227), Nets 0 (923), Total lifts 7158

19h January Lost Tom Mount
20" January Proposal reduce covid restrictions by the weekend.

21t January Co n s i dSoutleEnd)
Paul McGrath
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Cloud 100%: Wind NW, F2: Visibilty 35Nm: Ground sodden: tiny stream: The Plan:
maintenance. An adapted visit. Ferried all the plastic paneling to repair the weather canopy to
site, also returning the two charged, communications batteries: delayed, talking to Kathy
Normoyle. Finally, met PMcG who had arrived earlier, cutting back the briars in readiness to
repair the west side of the weather canopy.Also, rigging the shaft for SRT; watched the Fall and
Rise of PMcGamong the dark. During the trip PMcG took photos of numerous features; these to
follow. Finish off his visit filling a kibble. Generator near full: PMcG fuel: no fuel on site. Plastic
paneling offered up to the offending hole; the eight-foot lengths will be more than sufficient to
enclose the gap.Hours 3 (3109), Southend (2059) Kibbles 0 (6227), Nets 0 (923), Total lifts
7158

227 January Almost all Covid restrictions lifted today .
Bars revert to normal hours with no social distancing.
A mistake to remove the Covid passport entry system.

227 January  Souterrain CL004-016040; Caherbullog

Solo

Cloud 100%: Wind SSW, R2/3, cold: Sleet: Rain: Ground wet: Visibility 25Nm . Unsettled
weather prompted parking a't t he northeast c or n,eratheralan at h e dr o
Faunarooska Cross Walk in took half an hour. No nettles guarding the entrance. Exposed areas
of the floor, quite dry. Erected walking Pole, (curtain rod), draped coat onit as a position
locator; if ever required. Surfaced in response to a loud chorus of crows, foundjacket torn apart,
on floor. Set up laser level toproject its vertical red line from where the upper area of corbelling
supports the roof flagstone. Scrimping on weight of equipment, mistakenly th ought a 100mm
wooden wedge, pushed into a wall joint, would suffice: it di d n 6 does not project out far
enough to allow the vertical line project parallel along the walls length; time lost, resolving,
(phaffing), the issue. Visually, both walls appear similar. Examination shows corbelling, and
construction different between each wall and also along their lengths. Stone dimensions differ
significantly ; there are also small areas of lesser stones, which appearused as make upamong
the more uniform stonework. The plastic triangle built and trialed to record height
measurements of drystone jointing in the uneven wall surfaces, worked well. Realize needto
draw a measure alongits working, horizontal edge thus removing the need to keep reaching for
a tape measure normally requir ing a third hand. Exited to a heavy sleet shower; jacket in
tatters; temperature bitter. Had decided to bring no tea: stupid mistake. Half hour back to the
truck.

22nd January IRCOCallout, Cork.

Conor McGrath rang 17:05. Alert of an incident in Cork; potentially requiring assistance from
those with digging skills. Stanislaw Drapla, had dug into a cave squeeZng inside, a boulder fell
behind him sealing him inside. CMcG texted 17:36, drama over.

24t January Co n s i dSoutreEnd)

Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath

Cloud 100%: Wind SW, F2: Visibility 15Nm: Ground sodden: tiny stream: The Plan: Dig. CC
winching: PMcG digging: PC unloading and barrowing. Initially encountered issues where

hauling and travel lines twisted, approaching -6m: sorted. PMcG excavated the area of the

outside wall of A Paul 6@oshe Pastiwall of tHe sHaft. Ofvihie twg, thé dast ar o u n d
wall not only appears to continue vertically into the spoil, but slopes outward toward the east;
seemingly toward AThe Creviceo, | ocated within AP

cobbles and boulders, among washed gravels; with little or no clay or silt present. Contrasting
with the South Rift where the dense clay fill has often been of a dry consistency. The clean
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washed appearance of this spoil and pay bexthemi ty of
primary route of the ebb and flow of recent inundations which flooded the main shaft to -12m.
Potentially this area may continue aZXm)asuneyn af t be

required to precisely plot. Though a slow start, the sessbn produced thirty kibbles and one net.
Issues concerning the barrow way behind the winch shed: weather canopy needs completing:
Winch drive belts need checking: Generator a little over % full: no fuel on site. Begun depositing
boulders adjacent the path to the stile, these will also cover the dead pallets. Field reservoir
needs attention.

Hours 10 (3119), Southend (2069) Kibbles 30 (6257), Nets 1(924), Total lifts 7189

28" January Con s i dSoutleEnd)

Cheg Chester

Cloud 100%, base500ft: Wind SW, F4: Visibility 200m: Ground sodden: tiny stream: The Plan:

maintenance. Tended to the field reservoir while CC inspected the winch, drive pulleys and

belts. Ideally the reservoir wants relocating to solve erosion issues: in hand. Water supply is

reinstated. The barrow way plank was fitted with a sleeper; it appears more stable. Plastic panels
were secured toreplace damaged weather canopy. The dead pallet on the path edgewas broken
up and deposited among the undergrowth for wood munching critters to enjoy ; the area cleared,
is ready for this section of wall to be built. Low hanging branches were trimmed to deposit

boulders and cobbles two metres from the upper edge of the depression, which can continue
around to the stil e. Generator a little over % full: no fuel on site. Thought given to protecting the

platform from rain. A good session. Hours 4 (3123), Southend (2073) Kibbles 0 (6257), Nets 0

(924), Total lifts 7189

29% January  Souterrain CL016-020025; Leamaneah North Td.

Solo

Cloud 80%: Wind NW, F4: Cold: Visibility 20Nm: Ground damp. The Plan: walk the site.

Called into Tom and Bernie, owners, en-route to the Cashel Sections of theuphill slope from the
road, appears to have hadlimestone bedrock quarried for building material . Leamaneah Castle
(15" to 12 C.), being the most obvious need, asits curtain wall, outer defensive and substantial
field walls. Cashel (CL016-020026), (entrance, ITM 523251 x 693819 (4t to 12hC) and the
fortified Castle, (CL016-032003), (ITM 523467 x 063608) , (15" to 17" C); built close to the
junction, appear so constructed asto impose its status and exercisecontrol of those using the
junction of the East i West route between the ecclesiastical and secular centres of Ennis,
Kilinaboy and Kilfenora, and the north route, passing the high-status Cashel of Caherconnell,to
Ballyvaghan. Cashel (CL016020026), is ruinous, its interior surface uneven; particular its

perimeter; it too seems robbed for valuable building stone. Rough and uneven, theinterior can
be surveyed by plane table. Recorded suterrain CL016-020037, (ITM 0523227 x 0693811).
Worked the area north, through ancient field walls to the all but indistinct sub-square Cashel
CL016-020036, and souterrain CL016-020025, (ITM 0523183 x 0693969). Some three metres
in length, only four or five lintels remain , it is possible it extends westwards beneath the ground
cover. Width 1.2m, height 1m; its walls are of drystone construction, no bedrock visible.
Constructed/aligned almost E/W, unlike neighbour, CL016-020037, which is
constructed/aligned almost North.

The souterrains and cashels monument numbers are not consecutively grouped together; as
normally experienced. Need exercise caution when researching adjacent sites.

Cashel CL016020026, contains souterrain CL016-020037 (ITM 0523227 x 0693811).

Cashel CL016020036, contains souterrain CL016 -020025 (ITM 0523183 x 0693969)

Both souterrain sites are one hundred and sixty metres apart; NNWi SSE, of each other.

Court Tomb, (CL016-020029), (ITM523316 x 693904), is one hundred, twenty metres northeast

of the Cashel. Its accepted age of construction suggesting a farming presencsince 4500BCE.
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31st January  Considines (South End)

Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath

Cloud 100%: Wind NW F4: Visibility 10Nm: Ground sodden: tiny stream: The Plan: Dig. CC
winching: PMcG digging: PC unloading and barrowing. PMcG cleared the floor from the base of
AThGapo, along the ea3%. :am.d Dvweisng wsad | sad oexposed
G a p widening gradually after briefly healing up: presently 0.225m wide at -25.5m. The
undercutting of the eastern wall has assumed the vertical;closet o A T h e . ACsureey wocllé 0
precisely plot thetoBaddt WaWihdihe argarlavelled o tedrock,
viewed by digger and surface, there is the fainthint of the outline of a sub-circular pothole. The
steady work produced thirty -five kibbles, of which nine were a matrix of wet gravels, containing

a minor amount of silt/clay. Of the seven sessions this month, four were maintenance, three
digging. Barrow planking found to be stable; reducing effort expended when barrowing spoil.
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Generator ¥ full: no fuel on site. Digging light needs replacing, doing so will allow its lowering
to three metres above the shaft bottom (-22.5m). A cracking session.

Hours 9 (3132), Southend (2082) Kibbles 35 (6292), Nets 0 (924), Total lifts 7224
4th February  Considines (South End)
Cheg Chester
Cloud 90%: Wind NW, F5/6: Dam cold: Visibility 20Nm: Ground awash: medium stream: The
Plan: maintenance. PC changed the shaft bottom light for a cluster of three halogen lights;
positioning the lamp fitting three metres above the shaft floor. Securing a length of dive line to
the light, to locate it away from the travel line; illumination is excellent. Alas, one bulb failed,
requiring replacement. Drilled and inserted
at ten-inch centers. The lowest step some 50mm off the floor at-25m. Set up the laser level, to
install a stainless-steel screw, (datum), at -25m, located in the west wall, at the south end of

five

AThe Gulleyo. The narrowest part of AnThe Gul |l
gutter to the north. The wall whi ch s.Bmabovends

present floor level. Washed mud and debris from the walls, to enhance photography. Previously
noted by PMcG, the east wal | , bet ween #fAThe
sloped under to the east; now resuming the vertical: estimated distance from the east wall to the
fiThe Creviceo, about t wo metres. The | ar ge,
downwards, these many months, was secured with a double loop of dive line and raised from-
25m to -22.5m. Intending to use it as a threshold, securing the topmost stone of the ginging in
place; located at the bottom of the second section of fixed ladder. As the boulder reached24m
the winch stopped from excessive weight; the remaining distance was gingerly negotiated by the

senior wi nchman. Maneuvering t he Il ump t hrough

unfortunately mostly from beneath it. Returned the short, timber ladder to surface, creating
more room. Generator ¥ full: no fuel on site. CC unavailable Monday: could, perhaps, conduct
surveying into the north shaft?

Hours 5 (3137), Southend (2087) Kibbles 0 (6292), Nets 0 (924), Total lifts 7224

6% February Poulsallagh to Poulnafearbui

Solo

Cloud 60%: Wind WNW, F7/8: Visibility 30Nm: Heavy showers: Ground wet, ponding in fields:
The Plan: prospecting walk. Dropped by Pauline at Poulsallagh Bay. Behind the storm beach at
the end of the dry valley, found the shallow depression developing a collapse; two metres
diameter and one metre deep: in good quality, soft soil, could not get close enough to see its true
depth.Unsure i f fisinko is due to recent strong

ey
i P

Gapo

rect

AThe

we st e

to drain back via this spot: but donét think so. N ec¢ent haimfall toh a s

flood the valley. No GPSR so location by eye. Noted from Cashel, CL008-021---, about a
kilometre due east, is an areacontaining vegetation, the channel suggess a short valley;
potential resurgence? At Poulnafearbui, little evidence of recent visitors. Fraggle Rock
attempted enter to assess ingress of sea washed debrighe waves washing theterrace decided
otherwise. Ascending the coast rain showers arrived, with a vengeance Walked the boreen to
the Church; now asoggymassr ang Paul i ne farradgaxpickuper vi ce

11 February E3i E27 Pollbinn i New Hole

Paul McGrath

Cloud 100%: Wind WNW, F4: Ground wet. The Plan: accurately establish the location of E2 and
northern limit of Poulnagollum. Delighted PMcG calle d; announcing available to play this

afternoon. Explained pl an; inviting him join

Caherbullog souterrain, announced a cave entrance on his land. Have since wondered if E2

t

could be the one, and the same? Park d a't Poul nagol | um, took the

Caherbullog farm.

Dr

he

he
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Reconciling published ITM locations E2 and E3
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New site in relation to Pollbinn and Poulnagoillum

Examined the large, unrecorded sink, adjacent Poulnagollum, found its potential openings
choked. Followed the road; located E3; continued, located E2; some distance north from its
published ITM; delighted to establish this northern limit of the Poulnagollum system.
Disappointed to note domestic refuse in the E3 depression. The cave entrance reported by MF,
is somewhere northeast of E2; cracking to be sure of a potential new site. Next task, relocate
Pollbinn; lo ng since visited. Modern forestry helped obscure the memory. Quickly found
Pollbinn, barely thirty metres within the forestry margin, surrounded by a drystone wall.
Further on, thrilled to encounter a good size, unrecorded stream sink. Plenty of evidence
indicates it takes a lot more water than the present stream. Pulling aside lumps of humus,
enabled a vertical view of two metres to a gently sloping bedding, seemingly a half a metre high
and maybe a metre wide; all beautifully sculpted and thoroughly washed clean. Its approach is a
nice illustration how a stream leaves the shale upland, meanders across karst, finally locating an
opening: the area an absolute delight. Will return with the team and kit: beware the lively
fencing.

E2 ITM 515389 x 704994 (Field) : QGIS UBSS ITM 515424 x 704952
E3 ITM 515488 x 704743(Field): QGIS UBSS ITM 515477 x 704749
E3a QGIS UBSS ITM 515479 x 704694
E3B IT™ QGIS UBSS ITM 515503 x 704660
Pollbinn ITM 515892 x 793833 QGIS UBSS ITM 515889 x 703824
Pollnua

I™ QGIS UBSS ITM 515744 x 704082

Overflow: ITM 515896 x 703800. All taken with a Garmin GPSmap 64s. (11" Feb 2022).
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12h February Tony Dingl eds mednlthnupeadne.t ree pl ant

14" February Considines (South End)

Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath

Cloud 80%: Wind WNW, F4/5: Cold: Visibility 35Nm: Ground sodden: small stream. The Plan:

Di g. PMcG focused on the area in front of #AThe Ga
depth to progress the dig southward. Around -24.5m, the eastern wall resumes undercutting
eastward, toward the area offn The Cr evi ceo0; | ocated within inPaul
produced; ten of a gravd/cobble matrix; the remainder boulders. To facilitate digging this area

in front AThe Gapbo, i ntend t o iimtcthissated, reducingéhé ay t o

need to drag kibbles up ont-2om,ttchreachghe hdulmgliee. Af A The
end of session, floor level of thenot her n hal f of the mai-265m:bdyf t was
7.5m to equal the depth of Poulelva Generator % full: Fuel PMcG: no fuel on site.

Hours 9 (3146), Southend (2096) Kibbles 30 (6322), Nets 0 (924), Total lifts
7254

17" February  Storm Dudley.

18" February  Storm Eunice 130km winds; 170km recorded off Fastnet light.
19" February ICRO rescue practice.Poulnagrai.

20t February  Storm Franklin

21stFebruary Considines (South End)
Cheg Chester,Paul McGrath
Cloud 100%, base 600ft: Wind W, F2: Visibility 2Nm: Ground sodden: large stream. The Plan:
Di g. PMcG resumed digging the area in front of
southwards. Previous wet gravels and cobbles continued being remove until around -26m,
where an increased percentage of clays and silts turned the mass glutinous.
PMcG gradually exposed curious features; the previously imagined shape, suggesting a shaft, or
pot appears to have been accurate The east wall at around-26.5m appears to be cutting sharply
underneath, t owar d n TThhewest watl seenesaodbe continuingvertically downwards,
at the same time devel oping a r aTdhe initl liftwwas acohe f | ows
hundred and twenty kilo boulder; hauled using a 2:1 system. Reinstalled the 1:1 system, raising
thirty kibbles, consisting of gravels and cobbles. Many thoughts arose, concerning the
practicalities of hauling from this new pot, as did issues digging the south rift area. The depth
today is estimated as about-26.5m; close to the maximum depth in the North End shaft, and
close to the de@andratondimosi R all Fuél €C dhad RCoane can fuel on site.
Further diggi ng this area requires thought, installing a belay to secure the Travel line, to aid the
digger.
Hours 9 (3155), Southend (2105) Kibbles 30 (6352), Nets 1 (925), Total lifts

7285
227 February Russia enters the Ukrain an fAr ebel areaso; itoés a prel
23rd February Russia invades Ukraine

25" February  Considines (South End)
Cheg Chester
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Cloud 100%: Wind W, F2: Visibility 20Nm: Ground sodden: medium stream. The Plan:

Suuvey/ Maintenance. CC support, PC below. Establis
22.5m datum, a stainless-steel screw; in situ. The floor of the squeeze, through to the cavity

beyond, was measured at-2 6 m, 1.9m in | ength, garecpnoal reaordede ar i ng
as, 291eMg. The I ine of AThe Creviced was sighted
021e Mg. ifiThe Creviced was examined,; providing a
Crevicedo has formed ildsc ®mojtwnc tTihdm wiitnhorgPadwcal i
thin vertical joint, coming from the North End s
500mm length, from 40mm to 100mm. A small stream, estimated similar in flow to that sinking

inthe NothEndwas ¢l early heard chuckling away. Bel ow AT

are seen to widen, seemingly quite quickly; silt covered cobbles slope gently down to the north.

PMcG previously noted the fill is loose in this cavity, just beyond the squeeze fran A Paul 6s Pot
but can wait. Observations of the east wall, in the present dig location, strongly suggests this will
continue to undercut and meet up with the develop

ez
Ab Lo Seale.
o2t 4?;', RHTS

-~

l’z,' ( et

rﬂaw*'
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Sketch of Considinesf eat ures forming adjacent fAThe Gapo in

View down into t he a'ré.zm adjcent AThe Gapod,

Fromthe -24 m dat um, adj acent AThe Gapo t he Endoor of
was established at-2 6 . 2 m; 0.2m deeper than The Creviceo i
occurred at -2 5. 4 m; also visible in APau Iés Pot o. The t|
area along a southeasterly direction, is widening asitdeepers and heads toward ATh
AiThe Gapod continues its path down, at an average

The rebar steps now constitute a climb of almost four metres. Below the Chert bed the outer wall

of APaul 6s P o tthé east,|falgwag pethapw laelpidg form the undercutting. Two

16mm holes were drilled to create a belay for the travel line. This slightly offset, from the near
vertical rout e, wi || mean the digger does not h
Gul | e y2bm, aotconnect a kibble onto the hauling line. The bolt is greased, easy to secure and

loosen, therefore easy to relocatable.

The dry area of walls is obvious; dry enough to strike matches upon. Strongly suggesting a

decent air flow, appearingor i gi nate from the area of APaul 6s Po

ot

| ate, much mist present. The mapogitioned; tha faplgyibulbbg | i ght
repl aced. Data of APaul 6s Potodo survey is eavail at
dept hs; fiPaul 6s Pot 26 m: South End 25. 1m: Shaf't I

under ¥ full: Full on site.
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NB: Suggested the present dig be sunk to-28m; potentially allowing the Team establish a

connection to the ar eih the smhabewflodi aréaedept@ wié bei swiklyo .

achieved. Hours 4 (3159), Southend (2109) Kibbles 0 (6352), Nets 0 (925), Total lifts
7285

25 February Consi di nebs
Relative depths of floor surfaces, north to south.

Far North: -10m, UBSS,a 1 9 8l&id@er tethered outside pot; belay extant.
North End: -26m, depth established from floor surface of working platform.
Middle Pot -26.2m, ditto
Paul 6s -BBMt =~ ——mmmmmmmmmmeee - ditto
South End rift -25.1m, ditto

Depth survey datums established at 22.5m, 24m and 25m.

26" February Pollantobar, (Happy Heather Hole entrance)

Solo

ITM 515014 x 705323

Cloud 100%: Wind SE, F6, gusting F8: Ground wet The Plan: relocate a potential unfilled
entrance. Parked at Faunarooska Cross; walked inSeemed to recallthe tiny hole was located on
the sloping ground to the south of the line of the cave. Found by Mike McDonald, following the
laughter from the surveyors below.

Began gingerly, searching some ten metres west of the Holy Well, poking among the knee-deep
grass for the invisible hole. Followed a zig-zag pattern for some fifteen metres without any luck.
Believed to be searching a little too high, dropped back down onto the limestone area. For some
reason took notice of a single, scrawnylooking heather plant. Poked the area before it with a
walking pole, (curtain rod), found hole; delighted. The pot entrance appears almost three metres
deep. Took photos. The landowner has pursued a program of filling in shallow openings,
following losing an average of two cattle annually. Will attempt persuade MF, to allow a cover be
fitted, to maintain access. Have already arranged to take him into the souterrain he owns, will
extend invite to descend here. He is a very nice bloke.
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; : o M '('»E»i g
View Southeast; Toberanahircallough

View east to Toberanahircallough, Happy Heather Hole, in between the gloves.
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View down, Happy Heather Hole, 2.5 metres

’

Norit:
True

Poﬂnmoé

Happy HeatherHole TTMS15035/% 705350

Relationship of Pollantobar entrance s, main entrance filled, (lost).
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28t February Considines (South End)

Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath, Matt Randall,

Cloud 95%, clearing: Wind WNW, F4: Visibility 20Nm: Ground sodden: small stream. The Plan:

Dig. CC winching: MR and PMcG Digging: PC unloading and barrowing. PMcG continued

lower i ng the floor of the area in front AThe Gapo.
main shaft from APaul 6s Pot 0, has gradually becot
wall. The undercutting eastern wall is gradually becoming the roof to this passage. Is this local
development an effect of the adjacent chert bed occurrence? Deployed a tape measure from the
working platform; floor surface measured at -26.55m, (87ft). Viewed northeasterly, a distance of

one metre is visible, horizontall y, between roof and natural deposits. This section feels like it will

soon meet with the stream heard last session. This area of development will presentchallenges

for hauling. If, the expected, adjacent rift is capable of being dug. Requiring the hauling system

to be offset; similar to that wused to dig out
Generator ¥ full: fuel on site. Drip noted, from the generator fuel tap. Maintenance tasks
arising.

ot
o
ay

Hours 12 (3171), Southenl (2121) Kibbles 30 (6382), Nets 1 (926), Total lifts 7316

28t February Last day of Irish mandatory Covid restrictions .
34 March Symptoms of Covid, following IRCG duties Tuesday
3rd March (2005) Lost Martin Bishop , so sorely missed
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4th March Considines (South End)
Solo
Cloud 10%: Wind, NW F2: Visibility >30Nm: Ground sodden: small stream. The Plan:
maintenance. A short session, to resolve petrol leak on generator. Found it a small fracture of
the stiff pvc hose leaving the tank tap; trimmed %z inch of tube, connected same.
Reflected on recent developments. Seen down through i T h e Cr @&ev dolmbles) none of
whomcoul d have passed through @AThe CreeThdbedeook,
scoop, exposed last session, sweeps toard the north east, somewhat similar to th e form the
North End took prior to becoming the short passage, which finished at the 200mm wide, parallel
rift. The cobbles could not have passedhrough fi T hCeevice, nor travelled from the North End .
So, there is sufficient space forthese cobblesto have been transportedh or i zont al |y
Cr ev i otendiglly thepafter or cumulative effects of Glacial action?). The space between the
floor at -26.5m and the forming roof , is somewhat bigger than the North End. Optimistically,
will find a continuing, vertical rift of diggable proportions, a little offset from the main shaft.  If
this area closes there is still the area in front the South Rift.

Hours 2 (3173), Southend (2123) Kibbles 0 (6382), Nets 0 (926), Total lifts

7316

6t March Antigen test shows positive for Covid.

7t March (11:10) Positive Covid PCR Test, Ennis.

16" March Tested dear of Covid

1mMar ch Par8de Dool;aDoalin IRGG @Jsit wbnal § prize

19" March  Sliabh Eilbh Project

Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath

13:00. First trip after recovering from the Covid. Cloud 20%: Wind SE, F6, gusting F8: Visibility
>30Nm: Ground damp. The Plan, push the hole found the 1% Feb. PMcG made the short,
vertical clamber into the low bedding. This is some ten metres in total length, with little
prospects of going further. Adjacent, this hole a water conduit, cut naturally beneath the
overburden, accesses exposed limestone beneath trees and their root systems. Digging is
possible. Exiting the hole, CC called directing the team to view another hole. All but obscured
among the pine needle floor surface; a 0.6m diameter hole was descended three metres to a rift,
from its northeast end another, partially choked rift reaches-4m. After a minor amount of
digging, a view of an undercutting bed offers a reward, if a few more hours of digging are
pursued. Exiting this site, CC directed the team to another hole, initially seeming of leser
potential. This entrance, similar to the previous cave,is also set among the pne needle surface.
The top of this almost three metre pot, undercuts part of the surface, humic cover. Pulling aside
allowed room for PMcG to descend; having been offered the privilege as first to enter an
unexplored cave. Glimpses through an adjacent narrow gryke, suggested a attainable depth of
at least four to five metres. At the end of the short entrance section, PMcG entered athree-metre
diameter chamber, with a narrow rift heading off; an hour was spent removing the lose fill from
the base of therift to access beyond Return trip planned : delighted.

19
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‘MPhoto Che Chester
Stream channel, to Pipework Pot
Pollbinn entrance, some thirty metres, behind photographer

Photo Cheg Chester
Pat shouting encouragement to Paul in Pipework Pot
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Paul exiting CastawayPot
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Photo Cheg Chester
Paul and Pat after digging in CastawayPot
21stMarch  Considines (South End)
Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath
Cloud 90%: Wind SE, F4: Visibility >30Nm: Ground drying: small stream: The Plan: Dig.
Disaster; the winch would not run; the motor suffering from a bust capacitor. Meanwhile PMcG

descended and filled the remaining kibbles. There are twelve awaiting lifting. A little miffed at
not being able to dig this last fortnight; bugger. Generator ¥ full: no fuel on site. Hope to obtain

unit and fit, prior to next MondayOds session.

Hours 3 (3176), Southend (2126) Kibbles 0 (6382), Nets 0 (926), Total lifts 7316

23d March  Souterrain CL004-057004, Oughtdarra.

Nick Geh

Cloud 30%: Wind SE, F4: Visibility 30Nm: Ground drying, no rain these last seven days.

The Plan: guide NG to the Holy Well within the ecclesiastical settlement of Oughtdarra.
Recordstaken from the national database digital map, suggesteda location at variance with that
recorded in the 2014 database;today ITM 510240 x 701754. Previously recorded as ITM 510267
X 701804 in 2014. This puts the Holy Well some sixty metres SSE from the 2014 location.This
ITM gives a location tucked into the corner of the burial area. A feature that could possibly be
mistaken as a smallenclosed densely foliatedritual site. However, after NG cleared some briars,
the feature remains unclear. Were a Holy Well here, within the graveyard enclosure, it would
not have experienced the early 20" century land clearance obvious in the surrounding area.
While NG worked, PC compared the 2014 souterrain map reference, (ITM 510221 x 701724,
with the 2022 ITM , which is now ITM 510225 x 701744.The modern reference placesit adjacent
the substantial garden wall that encloses much of the ecclesiastical site.This feels wrong; it is
more likely the souterrain was a natural cave utilized for the purposes of refuge, or storage, by
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clerics and hiding church valuables. Left site for Doolin Cave café, enjoyed Tea and Medals,
curtesy of NG.

HoLy Well 0014_ITM database Becord e

Church < . _
Font (Mlsémg moved to Dublin) -'f"/
Chlldi'en S blmc 7 ea 2022 recokd g

-

s f |
Holx é]] 2@£2 record
‘@Souterrain 2

Comparison of recorded nationally archaeological map references.
25t March Clocks Spring forward

270 March  Considines (South End)
ChegChester
Cloudless: Wind SE, F2/3: Visibility <20Nm: Ground drying: tiny stream: The Plan:
maintenance. Replacement capacitor sent by JW was fitted: but issues remained, pointing to
capacitor, still. En-route to his place, to pick up another, CC realized this motor, from an
industrial sewing machine, had an interior switching system, that disconnected the capacitor
once the motor started; believing this the principal issue, the motor was stripped out of the
winch and carried back to the workshop. Little chan ce of digging tomorrow.

Hours 7 (3183), Southend (2133) Kibbles 0 (6382), Nets 0 (926), Total lifts 7316

28t March  Castaway Pot,Sliabh Eilbh Project

Paul McGrath

Cloudless: Wind SW, F2: Visibility <1 ONm, haze Ground drying: No rain these twelve days. The
Plan: Dig the choked crawl. Parked adjacent the track to Pollbinn. Took along two rakes, used
same to reachin, and drag out the loose shale fragments and clays from the crawl. Removing the
loose debris, expsed gapsin the floor, which suggess the crawl is a partially filled rift passage.

After an hour, and almost tonne of debris, a pit was created from the base of which horizontal
progress was made.PMcG managed to pushfour metres beyond the squeezeinto a wider bit.

Here the joint turned a right angle, and after a metre or so split again, ahead it narrows, to the
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left it continue sin much the same form. Depth some six metres, length about ten metres give or

take. Exiting to a glorious warm early evening, thoughts turned to drink. Meandering back

PMcG drew attention to a very recent collapse. Though noted previously, forgotten, in pursuit of

Pipework Pot. This site will also feed into Upper Poulnagollum ; worth digging for the hell of it .

To the Irish Arms, f or pints; encountered ABillyo, ilel ong ch
cracking day. Survey to follow.

31stMarch  Castaway Pot, Pipework Pot, Tombstone Pot, SliabhEilbhe Project

Solo

Cloud <5%: Wind E, F4/5: Cold: Visibility, forever: Ground damp: The Plan: Establish positions
of entrances. Parked at Poulnagollum. Found gap in wall off the track. Stepped over to check the
area, a little way beyond where Cheg had previously searched Planning, work north, back
toward the new sites. Close to thetrack found a large, intermittent sink , sink 1. A little further
on, found another, a collapse sink 2; two metres deep: eminently diggable. Suspected
establishing GPSR fixeson the new e nt r a prablendatic; beneath the forest canopy and so
close to the eastern slope of the mountain. So, triangulated the entrances back to Pipework pot
and a handy tree, both in sight of Pollbinn. Not quite as straightforward as hoped, working
among the trees and potential pitfalls . Also recorded the Pollbinn collapse; need double check,
with second GPSR. Pollbinn entrance shaft was accurately assessed as where to fix the survey
from to fix to the Upper Poulnagollum survey. Finished the afternoon plotting the numbers,
which do not quite add up, there are discrepancies; need repeat process,ideally with an extra
pair of hands to achieve a decent level of accuracy.
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Tradk ._!Llnclibl_a.~f .
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] 1H88h x 703837 Pollbinn colk

- 5
& k\..,‘. - (9",:‘ g LR 3 % o3
15091 703880  Pipework Pof= =57 = = = : Niogqm H ,ﬁ

wAen,
Xy

0515005 % 703798 Castaway Pol~ < _

515943 x 703773

Inline with wall *

» : Gate %8\ .
- \ 7 515078 X 703698 w7
.\' : " .“
5 A

Atempt reconciling locations, prior to using atums established along trac.

3d April  Considines (South End)

Cheg Chester

Cloud 90%: Wind NE, F2: Visibility 20Nm: Ground drying: tiny stream: The Plan: maintenance.
CC had stripped the winch motor apart and found it sound in wind and limb. Carefully scraping
the paint from the old condenser PC exposed the date, Feb/69, and eventually found its rating;
288Mf. CC assemble three condensers with a combined value of 153Mf; getting the unit to start.
The motor has a very heavy, internal flywheel; CC believes this is what requires the large
condenser value. The present assembly needs replacing with appropriate contained, multiples,
or a single condenser. In the meantime, it will work, and allow digging to r ecommence. PC
removed the three condensers to fit into a container, for the moment. Delighted to resume
digging tomorrow. Hours 5 (3188), Southend (2138) Kibbles 0 (6382), Nets 0 (926), Total
lifts 7316

4t April - Considines (South End)

ChegChester, Paul McGrath

Cloud 100%; base 500ft: Wind W, F4, gusting F6: Visibility 0.2Nm: Ground damp: The Plan:
Dig. CC winching: PMcG digging: PC unloading and barrowing. Fitted the tubular condenser
container; fired up the winch. Minor squeaks and a rattl e or two emerged from the winch, but
soon settled. This is a temporary fix whilst awaiting other condensers. PMcG followed the shaft,

at the base of AThe Gapo, down to the northeast.
reducing passage size. Visible over the gravel and cobble fill, appears to be the far wall of the
rift, Vi si bl e +42h2m,haPsalid floorswasPegpbsed, stilAdloping northeast: the

26



2022

passage assuming a crawl/bedding, similar to that found in the North End at -26.5m. The plan is
for two to dig this confined, awkward area, to make life easier, fill and stack kibbles, then raise
on the next session. Dependent on what is found, work will resume at the far south end floor,
presently at around -25m. Thirty kibbles were raised, of which nine were cobbles. The

remainder silty gravels. Generator % full: no fuel one site.

Hours 10 (3198), Southend (2148) Kibbles 30 (6412), Nets 0 (926), Total lifts 7346

Sliabh Eilbh Project.
North Caherbullog Sites.
i County Clare.
! Within the forestry
| adjacent Pollbinn.
1 r
270/090
=== mmmmm *\\\
\ \\,.?.j'/,
N5
=\ ~ Tree
%‘\ 0 A% Datum
33\ % |
Scale ™~ f)’, "
O w10
Metres 39«\ \
\ I w
\\ 1 ‘3
¢ 3
1). Collapse it\ \ @
2). Pollbinn =\ 1
3). Pipework Pot =t /
3a). Overflow \ 1
4). Castaway Pot 1 1
5). Tombstone Pot ) 3 “
4% 3o, |
N
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Triangulation of the features was reguired, as the dense forest canopy, and steep
mountain slope, inhibited accurate G

] 1 PSR signals. The procedure was established
m a suitable tree, visible from all entrance locations. The survey was extended

d
to Pollbinn and the collapse beyond. The datum at Pollbinn is an elevated rock,
on the east side of its perimeter drystone wall. Pollbinn was the logical site from

which to hang the survey, as its adjacent sink is easy to locate from six, or twenty
five inch ordanance survey maps.

NB.
Sinks and collapses found 31st March 2022 are not included.

Copyright Pat Cronin,
Pegasus Club Nottingham
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50 April  Caherconnell, Kilcorney

Solo

Cloud 100%: Wind W, F4, gusting F6: Visibility 20Nm. Arranged to meet with Drs Comber and
McCarthy. NUIG summer school is from 6% June until 15" July. Conducted stock take of tools
and equipment.

Poulanionain entrance shaft Photo Cheg Chester
70 April  Poulanionain
Nick Geh, John Browne Cheg Chester
Cloud 60%: Wind NW, F4: Ground damp: Had been asked by John Brown to solve the issue of
lifting a kibble of clay up the entrance shaft. Suggesteda counterbalance system NG prepared
the steel channel; secuing same to the metal work in the shaft top required three pairs of hands.
Set up the hauling rope and installed 25mm pulleys. Lateral metal work that is the frame of the
steps,t o t he base -859m, ocdasionalypratfudes, so® x ringbolts are required to
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distance the centre of lift ropes further out into the shaft, away fromthe hor i zont BG
will source these in Galway.

\ iy
NG preparing an existing support. Counter balance pulleys, Photos Cheg Chester

T W B

1 Aprii Co n s i dSoutreEhd)

Peteand Isha Mulholland, Jim and Roisin Dempster

Cloud 100%, base 1100ft. Wind NW, F3/4: Ground damp: No stream: The Plan: tourist visit.
Most to -26m. PM, a geologist, provided insight to c av e 6 s d é¢.\Requestpdrnoauld he
supply a brief synopsis of his observations. Later conversation realized Roisin was Sheila
Lunny 0 s agoadpat, sister to Donal Lunny, (Planxty); i tadsmall world.

Observations on Considines, by Pete Mulholland.

A large solution feature cutting down through carboniferous limestone that has been choked
with glacial moraine. The rock can be described as an argillaceous wackestone with both
brachiopod fossils (your oyster) and cherty nodules. Silicious sponge remains Of note were
black discs the cores of which had calcite and pyrite mineralization. The technical term for these
nodules is geodes These have formed around a void in the sponge rich mud. The silica from the
sponge has formed a chalcedony wall around a coe that infilled through slow fluid flow with
calcite crystals and pyrite crystals. It's the iron sulphide in the pyrite that makes the geode
heavy. When the limestone was initially laid down it would have been in a backreef tropical
lagoon. Not so far from a coastline that provided a source of clay fraction that makes this
limestone grey in colour. Imagine modern great barrier reef inside the outer barriers. The size of
the fissure suggests it should connect with a stream passage at depthThe fissure predates the
glacial fill, so it is likely the cave first formed during on e of the 5 interglacial periods the region
has gone through.

14h April  Poulanionain

Nick Geh, John Browne

Cloud 100%: Wind W, F2/3: Ground damp: The Plan: further develop the c ounter balance
system. Fitted the bolts, which extended the centre point of the pulley suspension into the shaft
by some 80mm. Kibbles were connected then hauled to assess theclearance from the
metalwork . The additional distance of 80mm is not enough . Scrutinized belay structure locating
the centre of the pulleys. Checked adjacent area; as further adjustmentfrom here would require
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an individual hanging out into the -25m shaft; unacceptable for future maintenance.
Brainstorming, relocated the entire suspension location to mount on top an adjacent box section

RSJ, while doing so redesigned the pulley support structure, as a ATo frame. With the long

secti on adsting doeg the R8J, secured by brackets. Facilitating adjustment of the

centre line of the pulleys into the shaft around a maximum of some 300mm, and able to be
installed or serviced fr omessagetfrom NG the mev suip@ad fse d ar e
prepared; will likely fit next Thursday. Celebrations are planned for the 70 anniversary of
Poulanionainé discovery, likely attended by Brian Varley (90); held this coming Spring Bank

Holiday.

17 April Lost Jim Youn@lrempleton, Mendip).

18" April Co n s i dSoutreEmd)

ChegChester, Paul McGrath

Cloud 60%. Wind NW, F2: Chill: Ground wet: Visibility 30Nm: Tiny stream: The Plan: Dig. CC
surface: PMcG and PC digging.Before the Team arrived, PC got the water system working again,
blowing out sediment. Also noting a pallet requires replacement. The floor, betweeni The Gap 0
and the vertical wa | | of f éeacerndspbecorRingtasloping passage,gradually assuming
the horizontal, to head off southead; (A T h e 9.doimyEa inhibits hauling kibbles from th is
point of excavation, which creeps beneath the eastern wall of the shaft. PMcG previously noted
further digging would become increasingly difficult . Suggesting two work this development; one
dig, one drag and stack kibbles for later hauling. A floor of bedrock was swiftly proven,
extending into the minor rift; along this tiny area , reducing the height of this passage to around
300mm: a voice connection was made through here, with PMcG positioned a t AfiThe Crevic
beyond i Pa u |l 6 A little disappointed , attention returned to the far South End; two more
8mm holes for ring bolt s were drilled to relocate the Travel Line belay at a lower level. Looking
south, down into the South Rift, a depth of some three metres is visible. Two further 14mm holes
were drilled to accept the Signal Box. PC ascended, leaving PMcG to lower the floor from-25m;
the spoil consisting of silty gravel and cobbles. Normal service swiftly resumed; CC winching:
PMcG digging: PC unloading and barrowing. The sessionfinished with raising twenty kibbles.
PMcG created a working face, following the east wall down toabout -26m. Generator close to
empty: no fuel on site. Hours 9 (3207), Southend (2157) Kibbles 20 (6432), Nets 0
(926), Total lifts 73 66

21st April  Poulanionain

Nick Geh, John Browne, Cheg Chester

Cloud 80%: Wind NE, F3: Visibility 30Nm: Ground damp. The Plan: install the pulley support
bracket. Further to the previous brainstorming, NG fabricated the channel steel support. As
planned, it fitted snugly between roof lintels and metal frame, without having to reach out into
the shaft to secure it. The irregularity of the RSJs, within the framework , can cause a swinging
kibble to catch, so the final task should be to install a travel line for each counter balanced kibble
follow away from the side of the metal framework. Secured to ringbolts drilled in the concrete
rings at the base of the shaft, susgnded, independently from the pulley support bracket. Prior
to departure visited the original entrance, now choked by rockfall from the cliff. Depart for
France, via UK, Saturday; Shanron-Stanstead.

23 April  Shannon - Stansteadi Cambridgei Francei Belgium.

Pauline Cronin

Cloud 75%: Wind NE, F4/6. Dropped by PMC at the airport; picked up by Roger Day and James
Cobbett. Over two days packed the Landrover andSankeytrailer , and caroused.
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26" April  Portsmouth i Ouistreham, Normandy

James Cobbett, Roger Day

JC to the train station, for Portsmouth. Met up with others at the ferry port. Overnight to
Ouistreham; berth very comfy.

270 April  Longue-Sur-Mer i Arromanches, Ouistreham, Normandy

Roger Day, Dig Hastilow, James Cobbett, Robert Hunter and Steven?

Into Bayeux to establish camp;of f t o i nspect par t ; lLorfguedsurtMere r 6 s
battery. Then east to Arromanches to the Mulberry Harbour; overwhelming: into town for food

and fun. Found La Tavern de Ducs, cracking RH, RD and S arrived much later. Cracking food,
superb wine. However, the Calvadosé is a killer.

28t April  Sword Beachi Pegasus Bridge Normandy.

Roger Day, Dig Hastilow, James Cobbett, Robert Hunter and Steven?

Delayed by S slow to rise. To Sword Beach Here, Father, (then aged 23), landed at 07:30, on
the 61 June 1944. As an engineer of the 3 Divisional Engineers, deployed to clear multiple
beach obstaclesfor the next wave of men and materials. To Pegasus Bridge, and museum
humbling. JC, DH and PC to Bayeux for food and fun, acracking evening.

View East, along Sword Beach.

29t April  Bayeux Tapestryi British Commonwealth cemetery 1 Normandy Museum.
Roger Day, Dig Hastilow, James Cobbett, Robert Hunter
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Delayed another hour by S. To the Tapestry, quite breathtaking; the personal audio system very
clever and informative, brin g the numerous panels to life. To the cemetery, the first visited;
serene and troubling. Into the Battle of Normandy Museum, well worth the visit. So good,
abandoned visiting Utah museum, also due to the lateness of the hour. Back into Bayeux for
drink, fo od and fun. S appears have little interest in the purpose for this trip.

30t April  Amiens, France

Roger Day, Dig Hastilow, James Cobbett, Robert Hunter and Steven?

Moved camp to Amiens; four-hour drive. Set up camp, headed into Dranouter village, Belgium.
Few people about; nice food and strong Belgian drink. Others stopped in camp.

IstMay Gommecourti Rossignol Woodi Owl Trench, France.

Roger Day, Dig Hastilow, James Cobbett, Robert Hunter and Steven?

S slow to rise. Visited the Gommecourt battl e fie
captured. RD guided the team among wooded areas; all left untouched since 1918. These areas

remain the location of unexploded ordnance, and human remains. The sheer magnitude of the

conflict is overwhelming. Back to Dranouter; for a platter of salami, cheese and drink.

IstMay Gommecourti Rossignol Woodi Owl Trench, France.

Roger Day, Dig Hastilow, James Cobbett, Robert Hunter and Steven?

S slow to rise. Visited the Gommecourt battle field, where RD 6 s Gr a wakfvauhdedeand
captured. RD guided the team among wooded areas all left untouched since 1918.These areas
remain the location of unexploded ordnance, and human remains. The sheer magnitude of the
conflict is overwhelming . Back to Dranouter; for a platter of salami, cheese and drink.

2"d May Lochnagar Crateri South African Memorial T Thiepval, France.

Roger Day, Dig Hastilow, James Cobbett, Robert Hunter and Steven?

S delayed departure again. The colossal crater, formed from a mine packed with ammonal, is a
shock. Found a small piece of rail, above the crater lip. Apparently, the handle of a mine hand
pump is visible among the foliage in the base of the crater. To the SouthAfrican Memorial ,
adjacent Delville Wood; humbling. To Thiepval, the mural in the visitor centre is stunning. Into
Amiens for food and drink, a cracking place.

2rd May  Phone call from Pauline, regarding Tony Boycott s h.eal t h

3@ May Newfoundland Memorial i Hawthorn Ridge - Hawthorn Crater i Albert Tunnels
Roger Day, Dig Hastilow, James Cobbett, Robert Hunter and Steven?

The Newfoundland position at Beaumont Hammel is preserved; most killed or wounded before
reaching the Allied front line, such was the fire lain down from the high ground, two kilometres
away. To Hawthorn Ridge Crater; the only mine filmed when it exploded: huge. To the tunnels
beneath the Church, in the centre of Albert; an excellent place, well displayed. Fantastic meal in
a specialist Picardy restaurant, Amiens.

4t May  Ypres, Belgium.

Roger Day, Dig Hastilow, James Cobbett, Robert Hunter and Steven?

Struck camp; headed to Ypres. Noted few people about. Found a café in Dranouter, for lunch;
back in time to assist RD's huge tent erection, a fine base to operate from.

5t May Wellington Tunnels, Arras 7 Vimy Ridge, Belgium.

Roger Day, Dig Hastilow, James Cobbett, Robert Hunter
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Extensive, 13" century, underground quarries, developed by the New Zealandersto hold 25,000
men, and construct exits close to the German line. On to Vimy Ridge; Canadian Memorial.
Unable to visit Grange Subway, as place closing for lunch
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Small part of the Wellington Tunnels.
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6 May Railway Dugouts Cemeteryi Hill 60 1 The Caterpillar i Hooge Crater

Roger Day, Dig Hastilow, James Cobbett, Robert Hunter and Steven?

To Railway Dugouts Cemetery; found Great Uncle Bert Wynnd gravestone memorial, (D23),
died of wounds sustained, 01:10, 21st May 1917 during a raid on the enemy lines, to obtain
intelligence prior to the Allied assault of Messines Ridge; 7 June 1917.Head stone relates he is
buried within the cemetery; Gr e a't Un ¢ el soBneanyt ofher precise grave locations
remain unknown: the German assault in 1918,severely damaged the cemetery, obliterating the
original burials. To Hill 60 and the Caterpillar, both adjacent Mount Sorrel, where Great Uncle
Bert was mortally wounded. At the precise raid location, on the German Trench, found a five-
inch, unexploded shell, exposed by recent ploughing. JC insisted on poking it with a pointy
sti dbé Hooge Crater, private museum; quite superb.
Post 0: s ome infaitendancé Gracking enéal prior to the event, after a wander around
the adjacent Museum.

; (19). Killed 21st May 19717. Military map ref of Raid; 1.30.a.8.1
Location of BP Wy martal svounding

i g

D23. Bert P Wyn

7h May Maginot Line T Passchendaele Museum Tunneld Tyne Cot cemetery

Roger Day, Dig Hastilow, James Cobbett, Robert Hunter and Steven?

Another delayed start. To some Maginot Line bunkers, adjacent the camp site. Then onto the
Passchendaele Museum. The miti -level dugout replica is quite stunning. Well worth a visit. T o
Tyne Cot; the largest commonwealth cemetery.Informed team, wanted to return to the Menin
Gate, asbeing short, saw little yesterday; S remarked he could see it on YouTube. With DH and
JCarrivedear |y to grab a f ires;aurantirathe square, driDihgdat 19:80rf0d s 0O
t he AL a,spoke Withsan afficial explaining was a member of the IRCG, invited to stand
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wi t hi n the @&rhotidnatly sirdcloby thewunex@ected arriv al of a Pipe and Drum band;
a splendid, touching event.

8" May Ypresi Calaisi Cambridge.

Roger Day, Dig Hastilow, James Cobbett, Robert Hunter and Steven?

06:30, began to strike camp, though ferry, (sailing 13:15) only ninety minutes away, striking
camp and packing trailer estimated as needingan hour, or so. Allowing a relaxed drive for RD.
Still no so sign of S at 08:10. Pressed on packing trailer; delayed whilst S wandered about,
requiring use of the cooking facilities. Panic appearing in S, packing the kit around him;
Landrover and trailer packed by 09:30. Agreed DH and JC should go ahead All met up at ferry
terminal ; naughty people in the Duty-Free attempted overcharge an alert DH, much to their
mental cost. Ninety-minute crossing.R D 0 kce py 17:00. Rita prepared a superb roast.

9t May Grimes Graves

Roger Day, James Cobbett.

An hour away fr om RIRloy the dppodunity ofsthoseirdpromdtuf visitt ©n
arrival the place was closed; limited opening hours remain following the Covid . Bugger; went to
the bar. To the curry house, for a superb Biriyani.

10h May Stansteadi Shannon
James Cobbett
Dropped off by RD, effortless journey through the airport ; apparently a lull in activity.

1T May Souterrain CL0O08-001004, Teergonean, Doolin.

James Cobbett

Cloud 80%: Wind SW, F6: Visibility 20Nm: Ground damp. The Plan , to see if dowsing could
respond to, or indicate the presence of acavity, utilizing a known passage.Deployed copper
brazing rods, 4 5 0 mm | o n gdiame#e@ Eath aisscrossed theknown north - south, linear
souterrain passage.Results were encouraging; both experiencedone or both rods react along the
line of the passage below. Further work required.

23dMay Cons i dSoatteEhd)

Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath, Mark (Gonzo) Lumley

Cloud 85%: Showers: Wind NW, F2/3: Visibility 30Nm: Ground wet: medium stream. The Plan:

Dig. CC winching: PMcG digging: PC unloading and barrowing: ML supervising. PMcG resumed

digging the south end, where the shaft meets the south rift. The west side of the shaft appears to
be passing beneath the west side of the south rift. Much stiff, dry clay removed, along with

plenty of boulders. The area at this point approaches-26m. At one-point issues arose with the

winch; CC diagnosed a brake issue, minor adjust solved this, however it requires closer
assessment; likely Friday. Thirty Kibbles raised, of which half were clays. Some were of a blue
grey hue, seemingly similar to that of the large, dreadful grey clay deposits previously

encountered. Generator half full: PC, fuel on site. St ats adjusted foll owing

visit of the 29t April of two hours.
Hours 10 (3219), Southend (2169) Kibbles 30 (6462), Nets 0 (926), Total lifts 7396

24t May  SliabhEilbhe Project

Mark Lumley

Cloud 90%: Wind NW, F2: Visibility 25Nm: Ground wet: The Plan: search for reported cave
entrance. Parked at Poulnagollum, walked along the drovers track to the area of E2.Excavator
activity in the area has exposed threesmall but impressive sinks, two of which were previously
noted. Unfortunately, these appearlocated on land recently purchased by an individual whose
attitude may be unfriendly to cavers. Crossed ontoM F dand to begin search.MF had previously
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related how he would likely need guide PC to this unrecorded entrance. Adding he located a
second cave entranceThe r eported fAhol e olocatiansgivencasiit® weyondd i n  t |
the Crusho. H o vbeyond an insubstamtial f ruirolisdwall, possibly Bronze Age

origin, was observed to extend southward, previously, within this area was noted an unrecorded,
seemingly conically shaped depression, with associatedpartially obscuring foliage. Noted some

years ago whilst searching for Caherbullog souterrain. During an exhaustive search ML found

three small solutional openings, none large enough to enter. After coffee, magi ¢ 6 dMLG $ o m
person, walked to over to Pollantobar: Happy Heather Hole remains open following the recent

dog rescue Returning to the Hilux, noted severalother interesting locations, within the forestry ,

each well worth a look; so similar to previous entrance s locations found adjacent Pollbinn. A
cracking day.

25" May Souterrains CL008-130002, CL008-001005 and 001004 and one unregistered

Nick Geh

18:00. Cloud 70%: Wind WSW, F4: Visibility 20Nm: Showers: Ground; karst surface. The Plan:

show NG one area of the souterrain study. Between the heavy showers managed to visit the

Court tomb, (circa 4000BCE), and adjacent souterrains, (circa 400CE i 1200CE); the only

potential connection between thesetwo monuments; the later farmers who used the souterrains

claimed ownership of the land, claiming the adjacent, prominent tomb was the repository of

their ancestors. A land of lush pastures, well worth fighting for to run cattle upon, even today.

The unregistered souterrain appear hstedowithinRlebi nsond
National archaeological monument database.

T 4 ,
h’f‘(m nland

Killflagh Townland

60 melres

Doolin Townland -

21hMay Co ns i dSouatteEnd)
Cheg Chester
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Cloud 10%: Wind WNW, F2/3: Visibility 35Nm: Ground dry-ish: Stream, small. The Plan;
maintenance. During an earlier callout in Liscannor, an opportunity arose to scrounge a 2.5m
length of 1.2m diameter corrugated black plastic drain pipe; swiftly returned with trailer,
wrestled it home. Co ns i d13M@ atended to the winch motor issue. Initial inspection

focused on the operating mechanism actuatedby t he wi nchmandés foot.

during its five years of operating the winch may have moved, slightly. The very end of the lever
found, just impinging the timber pallet wall of the winch shed. Secondly, the maillon link on the
foot lever required replacement, and adjacent return spring, relocating, to re-intr oduce its
ability to lift the foot lever to a position where the motor stops. The clutch appearsfine, as does
the braking adjustment. Operated, the linkage, which makes up the operating system works
well. Generator a little under half full: Fuel on site.

Hours 3 (3222), Southend (2172) Kibbles 00 (6462), Nets 0 (926), Total lifts 7396

Consldma Cave
28th Ma
Rough Szetch i
PMG/PC. SouthRit  bobding
d lw?-%gﬁ mted at
and extent of ding. oy e
Roof continues . L T /
to slope under s . L™
to the south.

development
‘s
roximated > *\ Bottom of
centre of ha fixed ladder
to show sou ly
development
North

28May Cons i dSoutteEnd)
Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath
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Cloud 10%: Wind WNW, F2: Visibility 35Nm: Ground drying: Stream, small. The Plan Dig.
17:30. PC arrived early to set up shop and preparethe 2:1 system to lift the large , obstructing
boulder from the south rift . CC winching: PMcG digging: PC unloading and barrowing. Raising
the, (non-limestone), boulder took some five minutes to surface; weighing in at least seventy-
five kilos: well rounded, obviously well stream washed PMcG further exposed the east side
which continues to slope broadly s out hwar ds a,tmirraring then uhdertuiiting roof .
Rocks raised show areturn to the once common, flat-ish form; handy for the walling. Further
lowering of the floor, against the west wall, by some 0.6m, exposed the sharp undercut of a
bedding, rock removed exposed this to be an open areaappearing to extend south-westerly,
two, to three metres, with possible development to the northwest. All delighted with the
progress. Of the thirty kibbles raised, half contained a sticky clay matrix, with small cobbles. The
others were boulders of various sizes, along with two nets. A cracking session. Thoughts

considered digging this area as it deepens,
impede direct hauling, even with the travel line. Potentially, a staging may be required, in
concert with an offset hauling system, si mi

stack kibbles, prior to sending direct to surface; a system taking up two sessions to raise the

normal thirty kibbles. Generator about % full: fuel on site. ToMc Der mot t 0 stalk af r

caverns measureless to manand watch the sun set
Hours 10 (3232), Southend (2182), Kibbles 30 (6492), Nets 0 (928), Total lifts 7428

31stMay i 8t June Alghero, Sardinia

Pauline M Cronin

Goddaughdehels Pattisonbds wedding to John Cal
Weather, stunning. Cracking time with PMC.

oth i 11 June Caherconnell archaeological school.

Dros. Michelle Comber, Noel Mc Cart hy.

Cloud 40%: Wind W, F6, gusting 7. Showers.

Employed as Site supervisor.Opened the mound adjacent the Cashel,almost thirty metres east.
Thin humic cover, much limestone beneath, lain upon an elevated area of bedrock.

1377 17 June Caherconnell archaeological school.
Dr 6s. MiornebhreNodl McCarthy.

13" June Considineds, (South End).

Cheg Chester

18:00. Cloud 100%: Wind W, F2: Visibility 30Nm: Ground drying: tiny stream. The Plan: assess
bedding exposed by PMcG.CC lifelining. Descended swiftly to -25m. The hole opened byPMcG
is close to where the south rift narrows off the main shaft. The opening is not so much a
bedding, rather the apex of a rift. Two metres, beyond the breakthrough, each wall of the 0.3m
high by 0.9m wide bedding, gently arcs together to form a 0.15m wide open rift; this is the apex
of the passage. Below this0.15m rift the width clearly increases This significant development,
heads west, estimated at-26.5m; the right sort of direct ion; long desired. A view down the south
rift also suggess a slowly increasing width. Recent, disappointing, immature developments
show no signs of similarity with that of this development. Formed at right angles off the shatft, in
thewestwall At t he base o,fwithiit$ hear veftioahsguiheside ). Adjacent the south

rift and close to the 45e sl ope ofallappearcanspiteer n al

to the potential of a cross rift, promis ing further shaft depth. It strongly appears the main shaft
will continue downward. Assessing the aea, utilization of the Travel Line will remain

as

ar

dr i

an

practicable, though a proportion of the fillin A The Gul | ey aemowalitolcleateraslopg i r e

facilitating kibbles to pass along the arc, to land at the digger& location. Ascending, took
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advantage ofan aerial view from the staging at -14.5m; the walls at, and above the new opening
was bone dry, whilst all other walls were quite wet. Generator, all but empty: fuel on site. Travel
line belays need be relocated in holes already drilled.One of the three bulbs of the lower digging
light remains functional.

Hours 1 (3233), Southend (2183), Kibbles 0 (6492), Nets 0 (928), Total lifts
7428

141 June Lost Nigel Taylor

16h June  Souterrain CL009-022007, Lisnanroum

Joe Normandy

17:30. Cloudless: Wind SW, F2: Ground dry. Visibility 20Nm. The Plan: assess 3D imagining
software, ran from a mobile. JN demonstrated the detail captured by fi P o Caym dwhen
recording the exposed dg site, adjacent Caherconnell Cashel.Intrigued by its ability to record
gaps beneath large boulders requested a demonstration, recording a souterrain. By some
ambient light from the small, southern opening, and illumination from a mobile phone, the test
was conducted. To obtain the resultant imagery the recording requires uploading to the host

website, Poly Cam, who process the datathe result is quite superb; the APraf@s ver si o
measuring facilit ies.

18" June  Poulanian

Solo

10:30. Cloud 10%: Wind SW, F2: Visibility 25Nm: Ground dry. The Plan: install the travel lines

for the counter balance system.Prepared two holes for the rawlbolts; travel lines secured at the

top by karabiners. At the bottom adjustment made via reef knots; only with the lines taught do

empty kibbles raise and lower with the minimum of swing. The base of the shaft remains a bomb

site, requiring clearing. Awaiting containers, from John Browne, to create kibbles and water
containers.

20t June (1975) Wedding anniversary

2017 24" June Caherconnell archaeological school.

Dr 6s. Mi chell e Comber, Noel Mc Cart hy.

|l ssues ar i si ng behaviaum restltdch with yhérsegpulsion on Friday morning.

Thursday evening, roommates Hanna and Thursday were safely domiciled at the Cronin house.

Following their unannounced, clandestine relocation, adjacent room occupiers in their
accommodation, locked their respective rooms aseachfelt, quotei Un s af e 0 .

20hJ une Cobbettds parcel delivered; a superhb
2tJune Considinebs, (South End).

Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath

18:00. Cloud 100%, 700ft: Wind W, F2: Steady rain: Visibility 2Nm: Ground awash: medium

stream. The Plan: Dig. CC winching: PMcG digging: PC unloading and barrowing. PMcG began

to lower the floor area at the junction of the South Rift and West Passage, exposing a rib formed

on one side of AThe Gull eyo, i tself formed from
raised, ten of boulders the remainder of clay and gravels. In preparation for following the south

rift/ west passage area down, PMcG cleared the sou

obstacle to raising and lowering kibbles. Have no clear idea what thefloor is going to do next.
Generator ¥ full: no fuel on site. Swallow nest has appeared in the winch shed. Potential
session next Friday, 18:00.
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Hours 8 (3241), Southend (2191), Kibbles 30 (6522), Nets 0 (928), Total lifts 7458
Centenary of the Outbreak of the Irish Civil War

270 June - 1st July  Caherconnell archaeological school.

Dr 6s. Mi chell e Comber, No el Mc Cart hy.
Exposed and cleared the gateway down to a stone rampart of lateiconstruction.
Found iron knife in south end of trench.

30" June  Paul McGrath down with the Covid.

4t 8t July Caherconnell archaeological school.

Dr 0s. Mi chell e Comber, Noel Mc Cart hy.
Monday: opened trench extension three metres west

70 July  Clooncoose Cave

Dominica, Megan, Mary Anne, Sara.

Trip to show archaeological students the site; being a cave adapted into an early medieval
refuge, with significant souterrain defensive feature.

117 15h July  Caherconnell archaeologicalschool.
Dr 6s. Mi chell e Comber, No el Mc Cart hy.
Iron pin end. Demonstrated recording find sto Domini gue Johnson and Carson Riggs.

147 Juy Considineds, (South End).
Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath, Des McNally (DM)
18:00. Cloud 20%: Wind W, F1: Visibility 30Nm: Ground dry: No stream. The Plan: Dig. CC
winching: DM and PMcG digging: PC unloading and barrowing. A further rock
formation/development between the south rift and the west passage was exposed A steady
sessim, producing thirty kibbles; a little over a tonne. Water directed into the hole, at the
present apex of thewestpas sage, appearaystanod mudrenhoved, alany &ith
well-rounded cobbles. Generator ¥z full: CC fuel; on site. Swallow nest found unoccupied.
Completion of seasonal employment, with NUI Galway Caherconnell field school, means return
to normal digging life as of Monday 13:00.

Hours 12 (3253), Southend (2203), Kibbles 30 (6552), Nets 0 (928), Total lifts
7488

16" July  Choked Sink, Lisdoonvarna.

Cheg Chester Emmett McNamara

13:00. Cloud 25%: Wind W, F1: Visibility >20Nm: Ground dry. PC was approached by EM to
offer advice regarding occasionallocalized flooding, believed a more regular eventsince adjacent
forestry was planted. Suggested obtain asurface profile prior to further action. Will likely
commence survey, and establish datums sometime next Thursday.

18 Jul y Considinebs (South End)

Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath

13:00. Cloud 10 %; dense haze. Temp 24¢eC. Wi nd
stream. The Plan: Dig. CC winching: PMcG digging: PC unloading and barrowing. Hot
conditions. The floor area, at the junction of the South Rift and west passage, continuesto
increase in size. The deposit covering the floor of the west passage was steadily removed,
uncovering a both smooth, and rugged/jagged surface, developing as a steep, inclined bedding.

The heavy clay exhibited a complex stratigraphy, multiple layers of differing, coloured silts; soft
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browns through to dark gray. Thirty kibbles were produced, of which half were of large cobbles,

the remainder heavy clays. It now takes two minutes and thirty -five seconds to winch a kibble

from the dig at the South Rift t o surface. Generator all but empty: fuel on site. Blew sediment

through water supply from reservoir; supply
Hours 10 (3263), Southend (2213), Kibbles 30 (6582), Nets 0 (928), Total lifts 7518

28 Jul y GAAPitcBr eckands

Cheg Chester

18:00. Cloud 80%: Wind W, F1: Visibility >20Nm: Ground dryish: Midges. The Plan: produce
profile s of the GAA pitch, from which to investigate occasionalflooding. Necessary investigation
of adjacent sinks, (poultaloons), offers potential meetings with numerous landowners to
improve drainage at least four unrecorded sink locations.

Set up survey station, adjacentgoal south end of pitch. Projected into forestry establishing a
datum on tree, (stainless steel screw); his will be used to work westward: around a metre below
this is extensive evidence of flood level Established another datum on the goalpost, for
projection out onto the road, then south to the bridge, and west to the larger of the adjacent
sinks. Took levels of flood debris within the forestry. Initial assessment suggests when the level
of the flood debris is extrapolated, a significant area of the southern half experiences water
depth of a conservative 0.1m.

240 July St . Breckanbs GAA Pitch

Solo

14:15.Cloud 100%, base 800ft: Wind SW, F4/5: Visibility >20Nm: Ground flooded. The Plan:
install datum on the bedrock at the sink. Heavy rain, through the night, suggested a stream
would definitely be present, in the previously dry river bed. Arriving, noticed a flooded area
around the southern goal posts; at the bridge, and a larger stream than expected.
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View southwest across GAA pitch,river and overflow channel in forestry margin.
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Vieweast;St . Brendonods,nBimalidyg, (upper)
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Yellow datum, mid-image, installed to record extant water level.
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Centre image, view west of chokedmain sink, beneath some two/three metres of water.
Flood channel swing away left, northward, behind the forestry.

Walking the pitch, the area west, and beyond the road drains, showed significant water logging,
draining to the south end, acrossthe pitch to the overflow channel. Fears of significant road

runoff manifest. Between showers, managed to take photos. The volume of flow is hugethe
surface flow rate estimated at one half to a metre/second. This flow was unabated in the
overflow channel. Searching for signs of active sinks, at two purported sites downstream, swiftly

abandoned task when the family jewels became submerged Stopped by concerned, elderly

passerby, why so wet?Rep | i ed, i t &euld aot reawhntige actutal gising due to electric

fencing and grumpy cattle with young, settled around the pool. Searched for a Bench Mark,

shown on 25-inch map, as being on the south side of the bridge, above that side of the arch.
Nothing found, briar s need cutting away. Believe the rising, if opened, would access a pot up
which the greater volume of flood water travels.

24t July  Spokeat length with KJ of his health issues; concerned but as ever,positive.

250 Jul y Considined6s (South End)

Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath

13:00. Cloud 70%: Wind NW, F2: Visibility 30Nm: Ground damp: medium stream. The Plan:
Dig. CC winching: PMcG digging: PC unloading and barrowing. A film of dark brown, almost
black sediment covered a significant areg the result of recent flooding, followi ng the heavy
rainfall Saturday night: conservatively assessed d 3 inches, yet believed closer to 3.25 inches.
PMc G used PCO6s camer RBrogress was ¢oagher than fprevéotispdigging the
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heavy brown clay and return of the awful grey clay. Thirty kibbles were achieved, ten being
cobbles and boulders, the reminder the clays.Issues arising as the hauling rope is passing over a
dirty area, this is affecting the jammerds abilit
review of the hauling route is neededto remove this problem. Along with improving the diggers
ease toloading kibbles onto the hauling line ; potentially arranged for Friday afternoon , 13:00.
PMcG fuel. Generator a little over % full: No fuel on site. Found water flow to main cistern also
poor, blew through sediment; sorted. PMcG to sort replacement underground light. To
Mc Der mott 0s.
Hours 9 (3272), Southend (2222), Kibbles 30 (6612), Nets 0 (928), Total lifts
7548
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Photo Paul McGrath
View down into the blind pot, and across into The Gulley, beyond being the South Rift.

Photo Paul McGrath
View into South Rift, showing dark deposit following flooding.
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Photo Paul
View down removable rebar stepsfrom -22.5m to -27m
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McGrath

Entry to West Bedding Passage PhotoPauI McGrath
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261 July  Cracking health update from KJ ; delighted with results.

26hJ ul y St. Breckandéds GAA Pitch

Solo

1110. Cloud 70%: Wind W, F2: Visibility >20Nm: Ground damp. The Plan: check on water
levels after Sunday flood conditions. Forty-five hours since previous observations; stream gulley

iAiDryo, no f liteddime meana ¢ufsory visit. Tieory; believe a significant conduit
exists draining toward the accepted rising of St
resurging flow rate witnessed Sunday is likely t o be fi padc kfeldowu i asui ng

Pot/Shaft/ Rift. The absence of obvious flow sinking at thelarge sink suggests it to backs up,or
held up, forcing water to flow into the overflow channel and on to the two reported sinks. Initial
conversations indicate an eagerness b address this problem, no issues were voiced against
opening the large sink and, quite possibly, the rising. Delighted.

Photo Pat C.
View west to previous flooded area of pitch.
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View East toward Rising

View of dry river channel in front of forestry.
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3stJul y St Breckands GAA Pitch

Solo

Cloud 40%: Wind W, F1: Visibility >30Nm: Ground damp. The Plan: install survey datum at
sink. Had a spare hour, sped over, arriving 12:45. Found a large stream backed up, but
disappearing down the sink; surface flow rate significant. The extant stream level, almost equal
to the crown of the natural embankment margin, separating the main sink from the overflow
channel. Gingerly crossed the overflow channel to the far side, finding the heavily foliated
ground cover obscuring, steepening sides of an obvious flood channekink. Was ill prepared for
scrambling about, will return.

I—

View West, showing north side of sinking pool. Photo Pat C.
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Photo Pat C.

Poor image, (low battery), of, View West of sink.
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stAugust Consi dineds (South End)

Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath

13:00. Cloud 100%, base 400ft: Yellow Rain warning; (12:00 today until 12:00 tomorrow):

Heavy showers: Wind SSW, F3/4: Visibility 5Nm: Ground sodden: Very large stream. The Plan:

review status of dig area. PMcG and PC descended with Hilti drill, etc. Inspect ed t he A Wes

Passageo; excavated al most the entire remaining f

the end of a three-metre-long sloping passage, which continues below. Spent time reviewing

best travel line arrangement for digger to operate, with least amount of effort in the small area.

Installed new bolt belays for travel line. The east side of the South Rift appears to be assuming

the vertical, the west side of the South RIift, just beyond the West passage, is assuming a more

sloping development. It appears that depth will continue to increase, and, development will

form beneath the west side of the South Rift. The fault along which the shaft is formed continues

has resumed its development southward, extending beyond its recent limit by six metres. Noise

from the streams entering the pipework, and falling down the North Shaft was thunderous.

Ground water significant and increasing, cascading down the main shaft drenching all. Ten

filled kibbles await hauling. Recovered signal box, which CC took away to dry, renovate and

repair. Generator not run; fuel tank a little over ¥ full: No fuel on site. Lighting at -26m needs

replacement . Departed for the St. Breckanbés Proje
Hours 6 (3278), Southend (2228), Kibbles 0 (6612), Nets 0 (928), Total lifts 7548

Ist August St . Breckenbts Project

Cheg Chester, Paul McGrath

15:00. Arrived to check the potential sink noted (31stJuly 2022), adjacent the flood channel;
suspected today's heavy showers, since 10:30, likely to impactaccessing the sink.

Given in | Seala [N e #/ ! Givenin
MWL - e ——— ‘ ‘ [ L CMWIF3
i ,13( 60 metres ! Ch F‘)

Multiple tiny sinks i

Exteént (Jfﬁ{i!’\‘ﬂ_\v

7 W y Il ] v y
: B @ % Approsimated areas il ‘“‘0")‘"“*’4!?}‘?"&‘ 13 metres
Pall Gowlaun SteRrendan’s Well 74 SR ] FHTR LR e
Given [T in CMWI / ) ¥ t’_‘?‘"'“}%"c’ i '
o) A ) ; % TR . 0 LFy | Lesson P
N Ny 1 Fartheb S : "'N!;j:mg‘
CMWIGiven TTM 125 ll)ﬂr’.‘ﬁ 450 melres ‘ﬁﬂ’.fori BT
¢ St Brendat's Dig 8
e )

(C) FCN

CMWE= Caves of Mid West intland
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3

Work undertaken 1st August Image Archaeology.IE
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Surprised to find no stream at all. The deep channel, previously noted, takes some water, but is
some three metres above the main sink; will kept a note of it. Took the opportunity to install the
survey datum on the bedrock of the sink; west side. The overflow channel was folowed some
four hundred metres north, turning west, to where the shallow, surface drainage channel
encountered an increasing number of areas of exposed bedrock. Along its length, passing north
side of the ringfort, are multiple small, potential sinks; none accessible. On occasion the
channel, and supplemental gulleys in the rich dark soil, are difficult to negotiate, here too, are
multiple, tiny sinks.

Back at the Bridge, 16:15, PC noted the upstream channel now had a small streamWatching,
within six min utes, the three-metre-wide stream rose some four inches. PC scampered down to
the main sink along a less than ankle deep stream. Noting where the increasing stream sank;
water entered the slot beneath the bedrock twelve minutes after first observations taken.
Exiting, the stream was greater than welly depth and swiftly increasing.

NB. One inch of rainfall was recorded at Kilshanny between 10:30 and 16:30. Observations of
the stream began 16:15. The stream entered the sink at 16:27. Quite an experience to we&h such
an increase of flow emerging from an oft dry

4th August 03:55. Lost Peggy Evans.

5th August  Poulanian

John Browne

Cloud 30%: Wind W, F2: Visibility 20Nm: Ground wet: The Plan; complete counterbalance
system. Replacedinitially fited 25mm pulleys with 50mm, the effort used when hauling is
significantly lessened, though originally acceptable Descendedthe shaft to tighten both travel
lines, secured to two rawlbolts. Picked up eight containers to make four more water tanks, and
four more kibbles.

6t August Hiroshima

8hAugust Consi dineds (South End)
ChegChester, Paul McGrath
13:00. Cloud 5%: Wind SW, F2: Visibility >30Nm: Ground wet: medium stream. The Plan: Dig.
CC winching: PMcG digging: PC unloading and barrowing. Requested PMcG stop at the -14.5m
staging, to assess passage ofibbles along a taughtened travel line, close to the RSJ at -12m:
adequate clearance confirmed. To -26.5m where a solid floor was exposed, approaching the
South Rift, either wall of the rift is now showing vertical development , some form of shaft may
develop within the original f ault. Thirty kibbles and one net were raised. Spoil, a light brown
coloured matrix, with cobbles and boulders. A maintenance sessionis required to sort minor
issues.Generator a little over % full: No fuel on site.

Hours 9 (3287), Southend (2237), Kibbles 30 (6642), Nets 1(929), Total lifts 7579

8hAugust St Breckends Project

Solo

16:45. Departed the dig, deciding to head over to the sink, establishing an accurate | TM map ref,
(Irish Transverse Mercator) at the survey datum. Tested the GPSR against the recorded location
of a Bench Mark. Later, on returning to the Hilux, took another test the north end of the east
side of the bridge and a final one at the gates to the GAA Pitch. Went in search of rumoured
sinks between Bridge and rising. Delighted at the exposed rocky nature of the dry stream bed,;
surprized at the size and broken area the dry risings occupy. The landowner is a frail, elderly
farmer, who has leased the fields to another, fortunately a pal of Emmett. Extensive areas of
course sand/gravels noted. Rising C appears to have a small passage behind two massive
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boulders. The area is secured by electric fence, around the field, along the dry river channel,
from the bridge.

Rising A 515244x 698795: Rising B 515257x 698794: Rising C 515286x 698802
Rising D 515282x 698791: Rising E 515282x 698785: Rising F 515252x 698785
TEST 2 515168x 698785: BenchM 515173x 698714: F3a 515115 698700
Taken with a Garmin GPSMAP 64s.

, Potchtia] location
i of Bench Mark (361.61)

Scale
60 meires

Image archaeology.IE

Gut hr i e 6;% seRuerse of lguge turmoil, much sand and fine limestone gravel exposed.
9th August Nagasaki

12h August St . Breckanb6s Project
Cheg Chester

13:00.Cl oudl!l es s, haze: Temp 33eC: Ground drying:

the Dry River bed. Crossed the fields west of the GAA Pitch, joining the dry river bed, where left
off 1st August: (ITM 514810 x 698881). Thick ground cover made walking difficult; walking
poles required. Within fifty metres encountered a further section of bedrock, w ith broken area of
exposed boulders. Dense ground cover continues for a further one hundred and twenty odd
metres, where another section of bedrock and boulders occurred. Between these exposures
narrow, deep gulleys in the rich, dark soil make walking hazardous, virtually invisible until the
leg disappears. After two hundred and fifty metres the river bed turns westerly; in the left,
(east), bank a narrow gulley, (choked), appears to be the possible site of Poulgowlaun,
reportedly choked. Below this point b edrock exposure increases. For the next three hundred
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metres bedrock descends in a sequence to Ailnagroagh; a twenty odd metre high overhanging

shale cliff. Minor seepages appear; water presence increases, the foliage overhangs the

increasing river flow: opinion believes an adjacent overgrown channel would lead to St.
Brendands Wel I . Stream flow | arge, near I TM 514
necessary, regul arl vy, in cold water. Remaining di
sixty metres. Flow rate significant. Walked the kilometre back to the trucks. Curious area: needs

further research. Poulgowlaun location taken as, potentially, ITM 514618 698730
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View Sout>h: Cheg at tapering bedrock layers, thinend of limestone bed facing upstream.
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View North west: Cheg below Aillenagroagh.

14" August (1952) Lost Marcel Loubens

15" August  Considines (South End)

ChegChester

13:00. Cloud 100%: Wind NW, F3: Visibility 20Nm: Ground wet: medium stream. The Plan:
Maintenance. Sciatica an issue; did not descend to replace lamp illuminating work area. Lifted
two platform pallets and manoeuvred the two metres, by one metre, 200mm square, reinforcing
mesh beneath; secured the two pieces to the scaffid grill, awaiting fabric cover. CC trimmed the
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foliage back, replaced the weather cover on the generator and replaced the underground signal
box workings. Left CC to complete task, limped back to the truck.

Hours 4 (3291), Southend (2241), Kibbles 0 (6642), Nets 0 (929), Total lifts
7579

17 August St.Br e ¢ kPaoieét 5 Gu t hRidingsé s

EM, (Emmet McNamara), PC

17:30. Cloud 100%: Wind WSW, F3: Visibility 25Nm: Ground Dry-ish: Midges: Light rain
shower. The Plan: conduct an aerial view of Gu t h rRisiegs.sMet at the GAA pitch. Waited
twenty minutes, for the shower to pass; EM prepared his drone and flew it from the Bridge to
the Risings. Cloud and the light rain darkened the light-coloured boulders within the risings,
seemingly reducing contrast between risings and foliage, displayed on the screen. Viewed
northeast and north to look for ancient flood channels coming from Sliabh Eilbh. Next, a flight
to the sink then along part of the flood channel. Awaiting the imagery to arrive.

B85 QGIS and CMWI

TRRE NG o AW 2000 5q metres
UBSS QGIS and CMWI of Besiirgeicaa

Poulgowlaun

» Tz Ui Q(-‘(S:uu‘ MWI

. ; g deeadit Y ) S
Location b fal:‘L'asé‘QGlém. EMWi /f \
> 0 \ - /IJ

- Brendan’s Dig
Location

v wrPotentially

-# Poulgow]aun

A Qrdeance Sufese dreland

Image archaeology.ie

Image showing contradicting/erroneous locations of sites of UBSSand O/S maps.

19" August  Poulnagun

Emmet McNamara

Visited EM regarding drone imagery taken of the dry river bed and risings; alasissuesincurred.
So,EM revisited Gu t h rRisirg8 ygesterday, (18"), and repeated the flight plans. A brief view of
the footage appearsof better contrast. EM will provide a memory stick; asthe files are huge.
Theory.

Reflecting on the area, ( @ 2 5M2)) from which the risings erupt, believe the volume issuing
denotes the areais an extensive collapse, obstructi ng significant subterranean flow. In low flow
rate conditions, amalgamated volume, of among other sites, Cullauns I, Il, lll and Killeany
Risings emerge from St. Br e n d Well.6Gnce flow exceedsthe capacity to pass through the
collapse, it surfaces, to flow along the normally dry river bed to the sink, (F3a). (See
Pollaloughabo, Gort Lowlands). At the sink, once the surface flow exceedsthe capacity of the
sink, (F3a), it backs up. At this point, dependent on volume of flow, the depression fills.
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Witnessed as two metres deep, seeming the peak flow rate for the sink to swallow. Also
witnessed, after heavy rainfall, the river overwhelming the sink, (F3a), (to at least three metres),
to spill over the invert of the flood channel, at a depth of about one and a half metres, to flow
down the meandering, one-kilometre channel to St. Br e n d BridgesEvidence of regular
flooding is present throughout the river channel to St. Br e n d Bridg&.dn conversation with
Mary Collins, she regularly observes flood conditions beneath St. Br e n d Bridde.sIntend
install systemto measure mean flow rates at differing depths near the bridge.

Revisited EM, requesting permission be obtained from the presently unknown owner of the
sink, to begin digging at the sink to assessthe circumstances of the choke deposits before winter
rains are upon us.

20t August  Pouldubh

Solo

11:20. Cloud 90%: Wind SW, F5 gusting F6: Visibility 20Nm: Ground wet. The Plan: some
exercise. More than a little surprized at the number of tourist cars careering along the boreen.
Little evidence of visitors to the cave,no track through the tall ground cover. In South entrance,
some foam present. In the meandering sections, noted areas where the silt/sand/gravel banks
have eroded, exposing the wide, low bedding. Cascadepresent, a good flow running down the
wall, rather than spouting. Twenty metres back from the old terminal choke foam appeared on
the roof. From here the floor has become levelled by deposition of course and fine flood debris,
cobbles etc; the shallow water channel no longer present. Beyond, toward the breakthrough
point into the Figg-Brigg Series,is a flat-out crawl. Perhapsthe old choke is reforming? Turned
off main light to test one of the spare lights and batteries whilst exiting. Headed for St.Br ec kan 6 s
Project, to seeif any surface flow was present. If so, the precise locations of two rumoured sinks,
upstream the bridge, may becomeapparent amongst the turmoil of the river bed.

21st August  Souterrain CL0O08-001004
Genevaand Karen Pattison
Took both for an archaeologicalwander around the Court Tomb and souterrain.

22nd August  Considines (South End)
ChegChester Paul McGrath
13:00. Cloud 100%, base 500ft: Wind SW, F3/4: Visibility <5Nm: Ground damp: medium
stream. The Plan: Dig. PMcG digging: CC winching: PC unloading and barrowing. The dig has
progressed into the confines of the South Rift, some 0.75m wide, tapering some five metres to
the south, to nothing. A bedding in the East Wall has developed a vertical face, the Wes Wall,
(side), undercutting slowly toward the southwest. The area still descending, appearing to form a
shaft, of sorts; the reduced floor area means depth is swiftly achieved, inflicting associated
issues on the digger sending kibbles to surface. The costricted nature of the site places
increased workload on the digger, a second person here would help enormously; circumstances
begin to suggest the Team may require a minimum of four to dig, or adjust normal practice and
dig in two stages. Twenty-six kibbles were raised, a cracking effort by a well bolloxed PMcG.
Among the clays the grey form appeared once again, although a brief appearance. Large
boulders, (25kg), still appearing. Generator a little over % full: fuel PC, in site. Maintenance
tasks arise, & does a survey trip.

Hours 9 (3300), Southend (2250), Kibbles 26 (6668), Nets 0 (929), Total lifts 7605
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227 August (1922) Lost Michael Collins, (Béal na BI§

)
- Potentially Main Rising

(‘A small hole visible )

{ among Jarge boulders?)

41, Thirty (30},
metres
/o River channel
PStimated averagewidth
Tive (5) metres
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Imagery Archaeology.ie
Image showing extent of risings and width of dry river channel

23 August St . Breckands Project

Examined incorrect cave/site ITM locations, (UBSS publication), around Ballyconnoe, GAA

pitch, Lisdoonvarna. Averaged bearings, making allowances for the large area o f Gut hriebds
Risings, and the potential fact ITM s in the publication w ere taken off six-inch maps, a common

enough act, though not in this case; the rising true location has been correctly recorded by OS

Established an averaged bearing of 147%/327¢ ,(True), between error ITM and known,

established locations of two of the three sites St . Brendanoés Dig, Pol I Gowl
Brendands Wel lthe 14&bdanng iptmtheadty ever valley, estimating St . Br endan
Dig to be within the area of ITM 514500 x 698620, on the east side of the channel Will search
locatonwhen | ooking for St. Brendanbts Wel |

Offset ITM
for F3

likely taken off 6" map!‘ ‘

found .| Afes of multiple rising

ifiof Poll Gowlaun |-,

; Archaeolog.ie
Extrapolation of bearings from incorrect ITM, based on assessed locations.

25t August

20:40. Asked by Th o madasdow@dyr,Gay datacon Poll na Gceim, responded with

WhatsApp sending 3 x photos from CofMWI ; 21:10.Perhapsheds sel |l ing the | and.
260 August St . Breckands Project

Cheg Chester

18:00. Cloud 80%: Wind WNW, F3: Visibility 30Nm: Ground damp. The Plan: complete

levelling between GAA pitch and F3a sink, via Bench Mark on bridge. Arrived early to choose

spot and set up level, realizing that CC would be unable to park whilst level was st up. Searched

for Bench Mar k, shown on the southeast end of t
protruding stone in the place indicated by the OS map; decided to use it as a datum, being
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suitably positioned, checked its level with the road which was just a little below the tarmac
surface; to be expected since the survey of the 1830s, or so. TooBack-sight to goal post datum
and foresight to Bench Mark. Setting up level position two CC arrived. Fun and games taking the
foresight at the sink datum, CC needing resort to using a piece of tube to lengthen the staff. Just
finished when accosted by Mort Mclnerney, wondering what was going on these many weeks.
Long chat; invited to his place for further local information. Left just as midges were getting
hungry.

Bench Mark: 110.21m, (361.6ft). Sink datum, (F3a): 105.84m, (347.26ft).

|
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LS Benchyark 110.21m
Lavel pusition 2
F3a sink datum g
® 305.84m

/
Achaeology.ie
Elevations OD of project.

28t August  Poulanionain

John Browne

11:00. Cloud 80%: Wind E, F2: Visibility 30Nm: Ground damp. The Plan: deliver kibbles to JB
and look at the old dig beyond the Main chamber; the work of Jim Shannon, Conor McGrath
and Ray Murphy; to name but three. Mike Simms recently observed scalloping in the area
suggests significant water flow issuing from the south. In the shallow, pool of water, created (?)
since removal of clay for pottery production, a submerged spaceis visible, below the end wall.
Using a six-metre length of pipe, a distance of three metres was probed, the end half a metre, felt
as soft silt. The space widthapproximately a metre and a half. Dig area width some two metres,
some eight metres long and 0.7m to 1.5m high. Stratigraphic evidence suggests significant,
powerful flow periods, and significant deposition periods. Agreed to assist JB investigate the
potential : 18:30 next Thursday.

28t August  Pollcragreagh
Solo
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18:00. Cloud 80%: Wind E, F2/3: Visibility >25Nm: Ground dry -ish: The Plan: exercise.
Arrived to find the field all but choked in briars. Found undergrowth too denseto press through.
Machete orbush cutter required to access the entrance shaft
29t August  Considines (South End)
Paul McGrath
13:00. Cloud 60%: Wind SW, F3/4: Visibility 30Nm: Ground damp: small stream. The Plan:
Dig. PMc G digging: PC winching, unl oading and barro
Lowered the spare timber ladder and eight-foot x six-inch piece of plywood, to sit in the line of
the ladder, to act as a shoot, along which the kibble might proceed; appears to work, up to a
point. PMcG lowered the confined area further, until knackered; ideally, the area requires two to
progress. From these constricted conditions sixteen kibbles were raised; quite the feat. Two
stage digging is the apparent answer. Generator almost empty: fuel on site.

Hours 6 (3306), Southend (2256), Kibbles 16 (6684), Nets 0 (929), Total lifts 7621

31t August ([20:05] 2000) Lost the Father

31st August ([04:00] 2008) Lost Jarratt

1st September  Met with Kevin Brady OSI, have access to OSI premium for research.
0871318253. kevin.brady@osi.ie

1st September  Poulanionain

John Browne, Helen Browne, ChegChester

18:30. Cloud 75%: Wind NW, F2: Visibility 30Nm: Ground dry. The Plan: assist JB with what
lay beyond the pool. Prior to trip spoke with PMcG of his experience digging this area. He
related that some two or three small chambers were reached, via lav (wet?) crawls. Perhaps,
some fifty feet in total length: (it was quite a while ago). Installed small pump; over an hour
watched the water level fall slowly, with accompanying gurgles, as small air pockets opened.
From in the pool a different viewpoint of sediment stratigraphy is presented. An even lain, fine
grey clay, at least fourteen inches in depth is beneath the brown clay, itself some two feet deep
below the trench to the pool. Helen Browne joined the group as the ceiling of the flooded
passage wagevealed: stopped pump and backed in to chest. Passage at least five feet wide, and
a foot high; the toecap of the welly feeling the soft silt floor, no sense of a firm floor. CC took
photos.

3d September Si nk F3a, (St. Breckanbés Project)

Solo

15:00. Cloud 100%, base 500ft: Wind SW, F3: Heavy showers: Visibility 5Nm: Ground damp.

No water flowing. The Plan: measure bridge to calculate river flow. Measurements taken with

laser. Bridge tunnel length, seven (7m), metres. Width five (5m), metres. Averaged height to

where arch begins, from averaged river bed surface (1.87m), one point eight seven metres.
Averaged height above wall, at western end of bridge arch (1.2m), one point two metres.
Averaged height o-point vgevénl metfe.aRlver 7oid, surface to capex of arch

(3.06m), three point zero six of a metre. Bridge length 7m, width 5m, height of where arch

begins 1.87m; on site estimates of observed flow may be drawn from these measurements.
Checked tunnel, diagonally, equal at (8.5m), eight point five metres. Intend to secure a depth

gauge asap. 16:00. Heavy showersrrived: inspected the approach to the sink. The boulder

strewn area begins some eight metres before the sink, channel width averaging some two
metres. A small opening was found on the south, left side, among bedrock, obscured by
boulders. Initial digging, clearing boulders, would be visible by observant road users. However,
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once a boulder, or spoil pile, wall height is achieved of around a half metre, most operations
would be obscured.

Scrutinized the area of the overflow channel invert; a reduction of accumulated soil/humus
appears possible, to a depth of at least a metre. Within some twenty metres this depth would
look to match that area, which is riven with smaller, narrow channels , some barely 0.3m wide.
Need construct a profile from sink datum to overflow invert and down existing overflow
channel, as far & is practicable.

4th September St . Breckanbs Project

Solo

Cloud 85%: Wind SW, F5/6: Visibility 30Nm: Ground damp. The Plan: install measuring gauge.
Found the river all but level with the arch of the bridge; abandoned plan. Noted water level had
already dropped some eight i nc hens peakfflod. Whichi n g
reached the joint of the top quoin and the first dress stone of the arch. Visited the overflow
channel, finding water depth an average of 0.2m. The previously noted sink/gulley, six metres

west of the overflow channel, was taking a substantial, metre deep stream, which sank into two

hol es. Believe this sink to be F3b, t hough F3boés

twenty metres to the NW, in the GAA pitch. Took some photos and chanced making a movie.
Murt Mclnerney appeared, whilst chatting saw water level noticeably falling, scampered back to
the overflow channel, to find the river had ceased flowing over the invert into the overflow
channel; the identifie d part of the bridge stonework will offer useful river flow reference for this
fact. Over the ninety minutes, water level dropped about, maybe...0.15m (six inches).

3d September Si nk F3a, (St. Breckanbés Project)

Solo

15:00. Cloud 100%, base 500ft: Wind SW, F3: Heavy showers: Visibility 5Nm: Ground damp.
No water flowing. The Plan: measure bridge to calculate river flow. Measurements taken with
laser. Bridge tunnel length, seven (7m), metres. Width five (5m), metres. Averaged height to
where arch begins, from averaged river bed surface (1.87m), one point eight seven metres.
Averaged height above wall, at western end of bridge arch (1.2m), one point two metres.
Averaged height o-point vgevénl met(e.dRlver 7bid, surface rtooapex of arch
(3.06m), three point zero six of a metre. Bridge length 7m, width 5m, height of where arch
begins 1.87m; on site estimates of observed flow may be drawn from these measurements.
Checked tunnel, diagonally, equal at (8.5m), eight point five metres. Intend to secure a depth
gauge asap. 16:00. Heavy showersrrived: inspected the approach to the sink. The boulder
strewn area begins some eight metres before the sink, channel width averaging some two
metres. A small opening was found on the south, left side, among kedrock, obscured by
boulders. Initial digging, clearing boulders, would be visible by observant road users. However,
once a boulder, or spoil pile, wall height is achieved of around a half metre, most operations
would be obscured.

Scrutinized the area of the overflow channel invert; a reduction of accumulated soil/lhumus
appears possible, to a depth of at least a metre. Within some twenty metres this depth would
look to match that area, which is riven with smaller, narrow channels, some barely 0.3m wide.
Need construct a profile from sink datum to overflow invert and down existing overflow
channel, as far & is practicable.

4th September St . Breckanbdbs Project

Solo

Cloud 85%: Wind SW, F5/6: Visibility 30Nm: Ground damp. The Plan: install measuring gauge.
Found the river all but level with the arch of the bridge; abandoned plan. Noted water level had
already dropped some eight i nches, foll owing
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reached the joint of the top quoin and the first dress stone of the arch. Visited the overflow

channel, finding water depth an average of 0.2m. The previously noted sink/gulley, six metres

west of the overflow channel, was taking a substantial, metre deep stream, which sank into two

holes. Believe this sink to be F3b, thouh F3 b ds recorded map ref does j
twenty metres to the NW, in the GAA pitch. Took some photos and chanced making a movie.

Murt Mclnerney appeared, whilst chatting saw water level noticeably falling, scampered back to

the overflow channel, to find the river had ceased flowing over the invert into the overflow

channel; the identified part of the bridge stonework will offer useful river flow reference for this

fact. Over the ninety minutes, water level dropped about, maybe...0.15m (six inches).

Max level 14:00,

4th Sept zo022

Submerged, (visible joint), all
but equals the invert level of

the overflow channel, Height
dif d

/
'o‘.

> ‘F] ol Y .'7_
,v,' g R -l,.ix-.(‘: ’-}.;: .38 ; = :

thela[st, of water levels in relation to invert of overflow channel adjacent F3a.

L ” .“' £
View so
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Detail of joint, all but equal to the invert of the overflow channel : taken, approx. 15:45.

t, upstream of bridge river level.
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AL, &N . -
View sou-southwest to F3a sink, overflow channel crossing right foreground. Water depth 2.5m?
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Overflow channel; sink 3a in backgrund,

:

Potential sink F3b in centre of iage, overflow channel crossing foreground.
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Additional to Log (4 * Sept).

MMcl showed anengi neer 6 s ma r kwhichw&earvedon tieastoing, west surface

of the dressed, coping stone set atop the bridge wall, rather than on the vertical wall, as so often

(normally) seen. Somewhat weathered, but discernable, just. Invisible unless specifically

indicated. It app ears the height datum it records is taken from the pointed apex of the coping

stone. This is close to the projecting stone pr e\
used to create the adjacent site datums and level. This difference in height requies adding to all

datums.

5t September Considines (South End)

ChegChester

13:00. Cloud 10%: Wind ESE, F6/8: Visibility 20Nm: Ground dry-ish: medium stream. The
Plan: assessment/surveying. CC surface support: PC below. PMcG had been busy. The base of
the shaft, where it forms what may be described as a rugged area, is developing downward,
pursuing the fault. Natural features show that water drains to this point . Cleared some debris

from the top of the |l arge fAshel fd projecamboveng fror
t h e f Sbveswdtey actionflowing over the loosely compacted debris. A developing, vertical

joint, similar to what pilesentontioewestside, ooming diwhaouhe 6 s Po't
area oshethe. Alts width at i ts pres,¢hismayingreasei bl e b o
The crow bar can be pushed blposefdddltavity beaeatli 816 e | f 0,
area need be dug aound and cleared to confirm; removal of this AShel f o, |

be by snapper. Progresswill now require two persons, as the area is constricted, andexhausting
for one; the thirty kibble sessions will become but a memory. T Waesterii Passagé ar ea can b
utilized to store kibbles, prior to dispatch to surface. Forgot the 12mm drill bit, so needed
rearrange the travel line belay by chipping a hole in a thin shelf, and the existing western bolt;
believe this will work for the interim. Extended the survey datum, adjacent the climb, to -25.5m.
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Set up the laser and extended thisdepth level throught h e f Gaoa dateny ai the south end
of t he A Guthird eyhé Soath Bift; al at -25.5m. Completed survey, the mud making
shite of writing in the survey book. Took a de pt h Shteol FR3GIom); tiiis area does not
appear similar to the North End, or the AScoopo.
swift and final : remain optimistic. Generator ¥z full : CC fuel: fuel on site. Maintenance required.

Hours 5 (3311, Southend (2261), Kibbles 0 (6684), Nets 0 (929), Total lifts
7621

Detail of Considine's shaft
at -25.5m. Paul's Pot is shown
to illustrate its unusual formation.

(C) Pegasus CN.

5th September (2011) Lost Artu€ozlowski
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6 September  Polan-lonian

John Browne

Cloud 90%: Wind SSE, F5/6: Visibility 30Nm: Ground damp. The Plan: requested provide
assistance to visiting students. JB had been approached by a German university to conduct a
tour and more; explain drainage of the Burren etc. Followed them around the one-hour tour
answering questions on climate change influence of local flooding. The party and the tutors
somewhat surprized to learn of the normal rainfall, here in the West.

™mSeptember St . Breckanbds Project

Solo

Cloud 70%: Wind E, F3/4: Visibility 30Nm: Ground dry -ish. The Plan: use real Bench Mark, to
correct heights. Within minutes of setting up, came under observation from a van, which

stopped and parked up some hundred metres away, ignored, got on with task. Wetted the
Sapper 0lopinganekke it clearer in the photo; the arrow cut to indicate the peak of the
sloping coping stone, the actual datum point. Height difference is plus 0.72m. Approached after
ten minutes by a local, after a pleasant chat jumped in the Hilux; MH enthusiastically directing

PCtoafisi n k. Througheut the next two hours enjoyed the delightful company of One,
Michael Hogan who provided invaluable data on ancient and modern flooding events. A mine of
information , among which, who owned what land; bliss when the area where the F3a sink is
located confirmed as Coillte. Deeper joy when guided to another three unrecorded sinks: alas no
GPSR Fortunately, the field where the main sinks areis, is owned by a pal, so access should no
be an issue Dropped MH back, exchanged phone numbers, hé& svailable to play further.

Cracking. Corrected datums are: Sink F3a 106.56m OD. Ground level, southern goal mouth,
109.35m OD.

361.6ft Bench Mark on Bridge
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