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VIETNAM
Quang Binh
Major
discovery

Hang Vom 7h 40m See below
1/4/92
Paul, Carl, Rupert,

Simon, Noddy

Chay River

Dany, Pete and Nifong went back down to Phong Nha to get the cortesesfuel. The rest of us
swam into Hang Vom, with two sets of survey kifasas the impressive and unscaleable ¢c.10m

daylight shaft. From here Rupert, Nod and Simortinard upstream to explore and survey at leajst

another kilometre of huge and sporting river caith Vots of swimming sections and climbs over
boulders.

Carl, Paul and | doffed our wetsuits and wearingrtshand T-shirts followed the huge, previously
explored dry passage entering on the LH side atiélyight shaft. We passed through massive
galleries and chambers with spectacular gours,sfiome and bosses to reach an incredibly wide
chamber (c.100m diameter) with an enormous stakegmaiss in the centre — one of the world’s
largest. This area was named Confucian Chambeit &auk 400m of surveying to close a loop

around it! The floor was composed of ancient gauns dunes of sand and a dry streamway showed

that there would be a good flow of water here it weather. A hairy climb in one corner led to
some 20 metres of well-decorated passage, closing.dn another place a 30-40 m wide gallery
with a flat sandy floor bored off for 120m to atiatgool. Here | stopped, not having my lifejacket
but Carl amd Paul swam through (15m) to find thespge continuing bigger than before. They
surveyed another 640m — still going — huge, wedleddated and draughting. Meanwhile | had a kip
Confucian Chamber and climbed the mega boss. $lusé of the most spectacular chambers and
indeed caves | have ever seen. The dry sectiorikara desert at night!

Some of the formations in this series are amorgstargest known at present. Paul and Carl then
returned and we met up with the others back atityight shaft before the long, tiring and gnat-
infested swim back to the entrance. Here we weitebm&hang who guided us through the jungle

back to the bivouac. In our absence he and Tiemewailed off the site, spread it with large leaves

and got the tea water on — bloody good blokes.aviether great day’s caving.
Chicken supreme and rice for supper followed bywsy night's sleep to wake feeling like shit!
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VIETNAM
Quang Binh
Major
discovery

Hang Vom 7h 50m See below
2/4/92
Paul, (Ned, Simon,

Rupert)

Chay River

Following the now standard swim in to the daylighaft, Paul and | carried on to the dry series
leaving Nod, Simon and Rupert to push on upstrdanmapout another kilometre)

We passed the static pool to continue pushing angging from the last survey station. A side
passage near here was briefly looked at and fotlaeevn a clean washed pebble slope to a deey
pool where we left it for another day — (later pesstoy Howard and Co for some 700m).

Then followed one of the best trips of our livesnsesambled along a huge, dry, sand floored tunng

n

with some spectacular old formations:- shields,ehpige cone stalagmites, bosses etc. This passpge

was some 20m wide on average and deathly quietsiBaely draught and presence of bats led us
believe that we were heading for another entrandesarely enough, after 1.7km of gobsmacking
caving we turned a corner to see daylight strearmirigpm a hole in the LH wall. We cautiously

to

climbed up the snail shell covered boulder slogeping a wary eye out for snakes, to emerge atthe

base of a huge cliff in the middle of the jungldinking that we were fairly close to the bivouae si
we shouted and screamed — to no avail, it latergo@pparent from the survey notes that we were
probably in the next “valley” and a large limestdiiklay between us and the camp. As it would
have been virtually impossible to find our way bélmtough the forest we returned through the
awesome dry series, Brobdingnag, to meet the ottiehe daylight shaft before once again having
put up with the long swim out.

Back to the “Betty Ford Clinic” to meet Pete, Hodiaand Bob with the bad news that Mick had be
taken to Dong Hoéi hospital with suspected Typhoid.
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VIETNAM
Quang Binh
Major
discovery

32h
40m

Hang Vom

3-4/4/92

Rupert, Pete, Paul
(Howard, Bob) (Dany,
Deb)

Chay River | Seebelow

to
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Entered the cave at 10.05 on Friday morning. Thewhs spent in assisting Howard and Paul to
photograph the cave from the entrance to the BiddBa formation in the dry series. Hopefully a Ig
of excellent photos will be the result of this ma. While modelling for a snap near the daylight

shaft | noticed a potential passage hidden in tlaglew on the RH side (looking upstream) wall. Thi

was later pushed by Howard and Bob for some 600wh&re it oxbowed back into the main river
passage futher upstream. After the photo sessibraBd Howard left the cave while the rest of us

—

S

set up camp in the sandy passage below Big Buddtis.is a superb site — a huge flat floored, sapdy

chamber with only the occasional drip of waterigiutb the almost overpowering silence. We
cooked up a curry and pasta followed by apple 8aKead weight” cake and custard. This was
followed by coffee, fags and an hour’s book readiafpre settling down in my bivvi bag (on my
wetsuit) for a warm and dream-filled sleep. My Alek suit and sleeping bag liner were perfect fo
this. Rupert got up for a piss at one stage todird long poisonous centipede inside his inner
sleeping bag! Luckily it was squashed flat. We alaa amblypysi on this trip.

Up at 8am for soup and noodle breakfast followedsmack attacks”. Wet suits and life jackets we

donned and we set off upstream for another pudier & kms of fairly hard going and boulder piles

and across lakes we reached the last survey oot here we explored and surveyed a further
865m including “Pooh Bear's Swims” — one of thedest lakes in the system. We eventually halt
at another big lake. In a huge chamber just befasd climbed some 80m up boulder slopes and
gours to where the roof and flowstone met andgelgwmping spider dissuaded me from hanging
about. Meanwhile the others pushed and surveyeé $@®m of dry inlet passage on the other sid
of the river which later became an advance bivaitecfor pushing the far reaches of the cave.
On the way back over the boulder piles in the psk#adoline Rupert unknowingly stood on an,

almost certainly poisonous, snake which fortunabelggered off in disgust. Rupert and Vietnamese

animal life do not live in harmony! (Hang Vom i Bngest cave in Asia — 17/12/92)

Met by Minh and Tiem at the entrance for the trakkoto the bivouac site in the dark. Tiem was sp

pissed that at one point we had to guide him, déswavoid his waving revolver! An amazing trip.
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VIETNAM Hang Phong Nha 10m Phong Nha Quick boat ride into entrance (in Ehgis
Quang Binh 5/4/92 motor boat!) on way back from the Chay River
Paul, Rup, Pete, show Minh the cave.
Khwang, Minh, The rest of the day was spent festering, beer
Nhugng, a tourist drinking, palying football with the locals (who
cheated and won!) etc. Kho Phu (soup) in one
the pubs, a huge meal in our residence then o
Khwang’s place for fish soup and lots more be|
Folk songs by Khwang and 58 yr old Huan ang
modern stuff from Minh helped the night along,
We ignored the “curfew”, gotwell pissed and
subsequently got Xiang Xiaou (Chinese beer)
hangovers.
VIETNAM 6/4/92 Paul, Rupert, Pete and | travelled to D60gdth the bus to relieve Carl, Nod and Simon at
Quang Binh the hospital where Mick was beginning to recoveis h large but badly dilapidated place with few
facilities and little hygiene. Sad to see, thisxcpladesperately needs foreign aid.
VIETNAM 714192 Déng Hdéi. It was arranged with the Britisimizassy for Mick to travel home. The Chief
Quang Binh Consultant joined us in the ward for beer and f&gsik to Phong Nha that evening.
VIETNAM 8/4/92 Returned to Ddng Hai to say farewell to Masikd pick up two Russian jeeps and drivers and a
Quang Binh 4WD minibus. We then spent most of the rest ofddg travelling in these to the villages of Quy H
in the district of Minh Hoa over some very rouglds and a couple of hand-hauled ferry crossing
Much of the scenery consisted of forest covere@ditmne towers and was superb. In the village —|
bit like a wild west town — we were accommodatethim People’s Committee Meeting Room / Gu
House. Real luxury — beds, mosquito mets and argené
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VIETNAM 9/4/92 Paul, Nod, Rupert, Pete, Simon, My, 2 otaexs 1 to Tan Hoa area. This involved a jeep r
Quang Binh and 4-5 km walk across paddy fields and two riteneach an area of limestone towers with varig

caves and sinks. The high level dry cave of Hanf{¢éa Il was surveyed for 250m to a second

entrance by Rup, Simon and Noddy. Paul and Peketbat the short and grotty sink of Hang Son
Pete and | were then led by a local to Hang Hung-Talarge entrance with a stream entering. P¢
swam in amongst large logs and boulders for ab@ort. 3t was still going but likely to emerge at th
other side of the limestone tower. A bloody londkna hot sun for little reward. This river seengs 1
pop in and out of the limestone towers though ticerdd be some potential further downstream.
the way back we stopped for a cooling swim in flaerrand spent an hour or so in a local’'s house
drinking tea while hundreds of kids crowded aroung were glad when the jeep driver eventually
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VIETNAM
Quang Binh

Hang Ban Co6
10/4/92
Pete

45m

Quy Hoéa

A walk across some 800m of paddy fifais
the village led to a limestone tower area with a
dry sink entrance. In flood the fairly roomy
entrance must take quite a lot of water. The
passage unfortunately soon degenerated to a
high muddy phreatic tube. We surveyed this fq
144m before conditions got wetter. Hoping for
an improvement we followed another 30m or S
of low, wet tube to a duck where we called it a
day. The passage continued but a lack of dray
did not bode for big extemsions. All of the cave
which we visited had been previously explored
as evidenced by numerals and graffiti on the
walls. Peculiar scratch marks in the mud
indicated the presence of some fairly large
animal. The name meand “Table Cave”.
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VIETNAM
Quang Binh

Hang Khai

10/4/92

Pete, guide, security
man and about 100
kids!

30m

Quy Héa

Tiger Cave. Followed by hordes of sniag
kids we were led to this cave in another tower
the far side of the village. A dry and partially
quarried entrance led to about 100m of well
explored and vandalised phreatic maze with a
few poor formations and lots of bats. Much
graffiti. There was not draught or obvious way
on. Pete and | found it to be a great refuge fro
the claustrophobic attentions of all the bloody
kids — some of whom got a long way in withou
lights and one of whom had a live bat on a bit
string, like a conker!

Two uninspiring caves in a not particularly
promising area but nevertheless and interestin
walk round the village. In the evening Bob and
gate crashed a local’s party and got rigid with
drink while teaching them Mendip songs!
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VIETNAM 11/4/92 Left Quy H6a and drove back down the ttackuyén Héa, reaching there at lunchtime.

Quang Binh Another meeting room was used for accommodatiothérafternoon a posh motor boat was hired
take us to three known caves. The supposedly largecave that Dany, Bob, Howard, Deb and
Rupert went to look at did not materialise. Theyevgissed off! Our two caves were found but
yielded little of interest:-

VIETNAM Hang Minh Cam 55m Minh Cam Named after the area, Hang Minh Cam was &

Quéng Binh Hang Minh Cam II 30m very large, dry entrance just above the Hanoi {

11/4/92

Carl, Pete, Paul,
Noddy, Simon, Minh,
My, locals

Saigon railway line. The 20m high by 15m wid
tunnel was followed for ¢.100m to a bank of
ascending gours with a low stoop beyond lead
to two ¢.30m long passages. One of these hag
been dug out by the locals for some 15m to an
impassable (for me) squeeze. This had almost
certainly been passed by local kids and the
passage is supposed to enlarge but the lack o
draught and airless feel of the place make this|
highly unlikely. The whole cave was well
populated by bats and stank of guano. A
disappointing result after the initial enormous
entrance.

Hang Minh Cam Il (named by us) is a couple @
hundred metres along the track and is a
resurgence. The entrance led to some 10m of
canal ending in a 0.8m wide tube which was n
pushed due to the large amount of bats flying
through it! This is obviously a bat roosting site
and it was particularly unnerving being dive
bombed by the creatures, There is potential he
for a reasonable amount of cave as a huge
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limestone tower rises immediately behind this




fed up waiting for our non-existent motor boat
and hired a crew of five kids to take us back
down river in their motor boat. It cost the pride
three litres of fuel. An entertaining ride.
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VIETNAM
Quang Binh

12/4/92 Back to Phong Nha / Son Trach in the basginy a superb sea food meal en route. Spent
rest of the day packing kit ready for the morrows Chi Minh Trail epic. We also received some
bad news. It seems that the previous day a pattyuoists from Bé Trach had entered Hang Phon
Nha to take photographs. They had climbed up acmteeslarge stalagmites using a bamboo or rat
ladder when one of the formations collapsed, lgliwo of them and seriously injuring the others.

VIETNAM
Quang Binh

13/4/92 A large team boarded a shagged out Ru6sigreel drive lorry for the long haul up the Hg
Chi Minh Trail — a desperately rugged track leadirtg Laos. Despite the water filled oil drum
mounted over the cab there were numerous stopgbte the radiator to cool down and top up the
system. At 14 kms a couple of us left the Trail &itbwed Du, our policeman and guide, into the

jungle to look for a resurgence cave. It soon becahvious that this was not the one we had been

told about and judging by the small size of theatn was unlikely to have been significant so we

returned to the track. Two kilometres further up tfail we found the correct path and followed this

for some 500m into the valley where the impressivgance to the resurgence cave of Hang Cha

Ang was found (Cave of the Cha Ang River). Thithis same river that eventually folws through the

Phong Nha system and there is great potentialfbeanother large system heading up into the hi
towards the Laos border. The path to the cave weebh couple of paddles across the river and at
point | had to walk through a 100m or so of leegimgle in bare feet! Not one bite though.
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VIETNAM
Quang Binh
discovery

19 hr Cha Ang See below

River

Hang Cha Ang
13-14/4/92

My, Minh, Du, Carl,
Howard, Paul, Vui,
Luén, Thuéc, Thuan
(porters)

On reaching the impressive entrance we immedistiyip a bivouac on the sandbanks just inside.

This is a perfect camp site and an excellent basse/drk in this area. After a fine meal of “Chidon
Dany” Howard, Carl and | put on wetsuits and lifdgats (and fins for me) and set off through the
huge lake which filled the passage just beyondcaunnp, surveying as we went. Paul was feeling i
so he had a look at the dry chambers and passabexitihe bivouac site. The Vietnamese
contingent went to bed! After a couple of hoursseying basically a 300m long lake in a passage
15m across by 10m high the walls suddenly closéd &0.8m tube 6m long ending in a grotty littl
static sump pool!! It was also obvious that therigmerged from a huge, deep sump on the RH g
of the passage. So ended a potentially classiaghrtrip to the upstream sink on the other sidihef
massive limestone tower in which this cave is $&tdalt was a great little caving trip though. Qm o
way back to the bivouac we had a look around tlgeugper levels finding lots of large bats, a big

toad, remains of fireplaces and a liana rope hanfyom an inaccessible stalactite. It was assumed

that this part of the cave had been well explongthb locals and it had also been a bat, swift or
birds’ nest collecting area.

Back in camp we ate unpleasant green oranges wdtiar and drank plenty of tea, Carl and | then

sat up nattering and sipping rice vodka reminingafm@hen Phil Romford and | bivouacked | na
cave in Crete.

Woke at 6 am after an excellent night’s sleep —istntbed by the noise of the river or passing “tiy
cats” which, judging by the paw prints regularlpssed the sandbanks here. Our four young port
turned up to fish in the entrance lake. Tea andaess for breakfast before setting off for a harrif
walk in the jungle.
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VIETNAM
Quang Binh

14/4/92 Guided by Vui and Luan, Howard, Minh arst off to look for the sink to the Hang Cha
Ang system. The lads hacked a way through leedstedl, jungle covered lapiaz to reach a minor|
path climbing up and around the hill. This wasdualéd for a km or so before the way on down int
the valley beyond could not be found. We gave upfanght our way back to the cave where | fol
that at last | had been well and truly bitten byoaple of leeches.
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VIETNAM Hang Ch& Ang 18 %2 hr | Ch&a Ang See below
Quang Binh 14-15/4/92 River
discovery As above plus Ha,

site. Not a very successful day’s caving. We got
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Tinh and their father |

Back to camp to find that Carl and Paul had foandther entrance to the cave which led after 100m
of swimming back into the main streamway on thesfde of the lake from the bivouac site.
Carl and | then looked at a couple of dry entramaes the sumped resurgence a hundred metres or
so round the cliff to the NE. One of these led tiglo about 100m of attractive dry and wet passag
back to the camp. There were some fine waterwark soulptures and glistening gour pools. The
way out through the resurgence sump could be ssepassible free dive due to the daylight shining
in through the water.

Back at camp Paul, Howard, Carl and | then survelyedigh level passages before tucking into
soup and corned beef hash. We then drew up a mibapset of rules for guides and tourists n Hang
Phong Nha. Hopefully these will help prevent tragedike that of 11/4/92.

A rice vodka session with Du and Minh finished tzgy off.

Woke at 7am for a pancake and “lead weight cakeakfiast. Our two new young guides, Ha and
Tinh arrived with their father. Paul, still feelirilf then set off with My for the long walk baclodn
the Trail to Phong Nha while Minh, Carl, Howarde tuides and | set off into the jungle in anothg
attempt to reach the Hung Thong area and the simér After some 3 hrs of desperate scrambling
over much the same route as the previous day wagedarto get down into the valley and reach a
large cave entrance with the upper Cha Ang Riveeraty.

Howard, Minh, Ha and Tinh set off on another deafeetrek upstream to locate a supposed
resurgence cave.
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VIETNAM
Quang Binh
discovery

Upper Hang Cha 1h 20m | Hung Thong| See below
Ang
15/4/92
Carl

Carl and | decided to explore the cave where th& Ang River sank. Some 50m of swimming
across the entrance lake led to a stream passdgeauple of sumps below a flooded boulder
ruckle. This part of the cave is in a state ofaudle with many entrances through boulders, maimly o
the RH side (looking downstream). Finding no pakesalay on we exited the cave through one of the
ruckle entrances on the RH side to emerge in & lanfjapse doline where the river ran under the
boulders in the floor. We surveyed across this &rtother section of proper cave with a large, tunpe
like entrance. A swim across a small lake led somp with a dry high level passage above. 100m of
relatively small but attractive phreatic tubestea short section of streamway entered via a duck.
Both up and downstream were sumped. The only obwiay on was followed by Carl through ha
hading rift to reach a chamber where further pregreas hampered by a 4’ long black snake
wriggling across the floor. Carl returned rathgridéy and | went in for a look but the snake had
gone. We called it a day and returned via the $iestion of cave to meet the others who had foung
several potentially interest caves up river.
The followed a desperate few hours attempting tdgek to camp through the jungle. At one poin
we got thoroughly lost and were preparing oursefues night out without food, drink, sleeping
bags or mosquito nets! Eventually the correct rowds luckily found and we staggered back to Hang
Cha Ang just as it was getting dark. We were muatieved and a lot wiser as to the guiding abilities
of small Viethamese boys!

—
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VIETNAM
Quang Binh

Hang Cha Ang 15h Cha Ang While we prepared an evening meal of curry and
15-16/4/92 50m River rice the Vietnamese contingent played cards.
Howard, Carl, Minh, After an early night we rose at 7am and decided
Ha, Du, Tinh, and that due to my infected foot (caused by a

father combination of excema and a cut inflicted whil
barefoot river crossing) we would leave the are¢a,
Carl, Howard and Minh walking back to Phong
Nha while Du and | looked after the kit and
bivouacked in a cave near the 16km point on the
Ho Chi Minh Trall

)

VIETNAM
Quang Binh

Hang Cay S0 16 Hours! | Cay So 16 See below
16-17/4/92
Du

(2 locals)

On the Trail we stopped briefly at the wood cuteamp at the 16km point. These people spend gall
their time chiselling small pieces of dark wood ofitarger white lumps. This wood burns with a
fragrant aroma and | gather it is used by the Glane religious rites (?). It is extremely expepsiv
but | managed to obtain a couple of bits for 2,660g (about 25p). | had intended to bivvy down at

the side of the Trail near the wood carvers’ hutu decided that because of the possibility ohfe




attacked or robbed we would be better off sleepireycave / rock shelter on the far side of the Cha
Ang River. This was a beautiful spot, full of buflies on their way downstream and obviously often
used by the many travellers passing along the.Trhis being “bandit” country, Du is armed with a
machete and well-used bayonet (a souvenir from3 §is army service in Kampuchea). It seems that
many people on the Trail carry Kalashnikovs, riteesl revolvers and murder and robbery are not
unknown. A single foreigner could be an attractawget — especially with a great pile of rucksadk
was in safe hands with Du as he had obviously Egsmf action, having a bullet through his ankle
and a shrapnel head wound in Kampuchea. He stiésvap with nightmares. He is 31 with three
kids and a really nice bloke. We waited all dayday passing truck to hitch a lift on but none
appeared so we dossed for the night under thedightfull moon. Having just been told that bandits
machine gunned 8 people only 11 km up the Tralkinuary, it was somewhat worrying to see abput
thirty ratten carrying lads arrive on the Traildaisk. They wanted to camp in the cave but Du told
them to bugger off and they apparently threatermed nknown to me he spent the night on guar
in case they attempted to pinch the equipment.
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Dear Mr Tony, | hope you will always remember oigiti in Hang Cay So 16 on the Ho Chi Minh
Trail. Lots of people wanted to stay in the cavelliold them “no”. Some of the bad characters
where threatening us so unknown to you | stayeckewadl night in case of attack. My regards to
your family and good luck on your return to Londamd England. Always remember me and the
friendly people of Vietham. Stay as you are. Pleasg. Huy Du.
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VIETNAM
Quang Binh

17/4/92 Awoke at 6 am — still alive! Breakfastedtea, fried eggs, remains of yesterday’s chicker
supreme, shrimp fritters (prawn crackers) and \4gtase noodle and pig fat soup with rice! The
latter was provided by a bomb collector and hiswhn were mates of Du and paid us a visit to share
breakfasts. At 10.30 Du and | took all the kit aghie Trail and spent some time with the wood
carvers. We bought “vodka” off them which put atbetomplexion on the wait for the truck. At
2pm it finally arrived and we set off back, pausiadaod up five bombs and some artillery shells.
Back to Phong Nha about 5 pm for food and lotsesfrbGot horribly pissed and honked, to the
amusement of the locals.

VIETNAM
Quang Binh

18/4/92 Festered, drank gallons of tea, sufferechfhangover and squits, drew up surveys and
prepared for the evening leaving party. For thesdhiver had prepared a cold feast of lemon beef
fish, soup, noodles, rice, prawn crackers and Itmabpodoms”. We bought over 120 bottles of beer,
some “vodka” and pop, etc. All the men from the Quittee, the security and boatmen and a few
others turned up. Loads of toasts were drunk, firke/exploded, songs sung. An outdoor disco was
held and Khwang once again proved himself to bestéweof the show. Apart from being a great
dancer he also sang and played percussion withstibkg on pots and pans.

VIETNAM
Quang Binh

19/4/92 Packed up and after saying our goodby#setsuperb people of Phong Nha/Son Trach w
boarded the bus for Déng Hai. Here we went stratiglat relatively plush guest house on the beac
Dragonflies, ghekkos and bullet like beetles plabine place. We had a refreshing dip in the South
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| China Sea from a practically deserted beach. Op¢hiswill be a real tourist trap.
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VIETNAM 20/4/92 Meeting with the President of Quang Binbvprce and the Peoples’ Committee to discuss
Quang Binh the results of the expedition. All then back to ¢huest house for a tasty free lunch. The restef th
day was spent in the sea of various bars. Endettioking snake “vodka” and getting tired and
emotional!
VIETNAM 21/4/92 St. George’s Day. My celebrated this byodating the bus with a bunch of flowers. Drove|to
Quang Binh Thanh H6a where we stayed in a rat infested hatél superb food. (Over 28 km of passage found
this year. Area total 36 km 1990-92. Hang Vom 15-km
VIETNAM 22/4/92 To Hanoi, arriving at lunchtime. €mext few days were spent shopping, eating, drgki
and packing. A seminar was given for the Univerbitywigs. On 25 we flew from Hanoi to
Bangkok for a weeks R&R in Thailand — beautiful otyy but not a patch on Vietnam.
In conclusion this was the experience of a lifetifiee friendliness and hospitality of the people is
exceptional — more so when their history of antagiorby foreign powers is considered. My thanks
go to Howard and Debbie and the lads from Hanovehsity who spent so much time in organizing
the trip.
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |2 hr Priddy In my absence Trev, John, Martin, Anidghin
6/5/92 et al had dug and brought to surface 328 bagg of
Trev Hughes, John spoil. A new windlass had been built onto the
Attwood, Robin Gray, headframe and the dig had become wider and
Martin Riddell deeper if not longer.
Tonight 32 more bags of spoil were removed tp
the surface. Back to normality!
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Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |1h 35m | Priddy Dug and filled about 20 bags at tiek &nd
10/5/92 moved another load of bags up the passage ta the
Martin Riddell top of the underground shaft.
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |2 hr Priddy Hauled all bags from the bottom towatets
11/5/92 entrance. Left at least 30 bags at bottom of
Jon Attwood entrance shaft. Hard work but a useful job.
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |1h 55m | Priddy A planned S.R.T. trip to Twin Tittiadled so
13/5/92 we returned to Stock Hill. 66 bags of spoil were
Trev Hughes (Jon hauled to surface — a record? These will be
Attwood) emptied out tomorrow by Trevor and the bags
hung up to dry in the forthcoming heat wave!
Dave Yeandle and Steve Redwood also
recovered lots of bags from the Cuthbert’s Il dig
for use here.
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |2h 25m | Priddy Some 40 or so bags were filled aetiteand
15/5/92 stacked ready for removal. At one point a 3’ lohg
Trev Hughes (Jake) roof slab dropped on me, hurting my right arm
and grazing my right leg. It could have been
worse! Trev drilled and banged the big floor slab
about half way down. Jake turned up on the
surface to visit the site. A good morning’s work.
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |2hr Priddy The bang of 15/5/92 had completely déshed
17/5/92 the floor slab giving us a wide and deep incling
Trev, Jon Attwood, down to the working face. Trev and the others
Steve Redwood, then spent some time clearing the debris to
(Rachael surface. | dug a few bag loads at the end before
(Swindon/Swedexn assisting the others. The surface team buggergd
Keith Savory, Jake) off early leaving the four of us to haul to the
shaft and out. A total of 50 bags were eventually
removed to surface. Another good afternoon’s
work. The next major job is to install a long
dragway.
Page 18
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |2h 20m | Priddy 31 loads to surface. | went downyeand dug at
20/5/92 the end then later assisted the others hauling bags
Tony Boycott, Steve out. Because of the superb weather at the
Redwood, Chris Tozer moment the dig and surface are dry. Very
pleasant
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |3 % hr Priddy In the morning | spent a couple airsdilling




22/5/92
Dave Bell
(OUCC/MNRC)

and shifting bags at the bottom. In the Hunter’s

at lunchtime | persuaded Dave to come for a

look. The two of us filled all the remaining bags

and broke up a couple of hefty rocks. There is

probably over 80 loads to come out. The terminal

passage appears to be taking a 90° turn to the
right. Another good day.
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Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |1h 40m | Priddy Bag shifting throughout the cavelda@ls were
26/5/92 hauled to surface — Quackers being surface
Martin Riddell, Rich winchman for the afternoon. There are still mahy
Blake, (Quackers) bags to come out so that will be the project for,
Wednesday night. Once they are cleared we can
start to assess the possibilities of a skip or
dragway from the bottom to the mineshatft.
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Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |1 % hr Priddy In the morning | emptied the 50 bagd
27/5/92 camouflaged the spoil heap with garden rubbish.
Terry Matthews In the evening we hauled loads of bags back to
(Charterhouse AC), the shaft bottom and got 35 out to surface — 30 of
Steve Redwood, Chrig these were tipped. Tony laid a split one slab
Tozer, Tony Boycott plaster charge on the first constriction below th
shaft in order to make life easier for the
installation of a skipway. 2,350 large and smal
loads out to date!
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |1 % hr Priddy 86 bags to surface! Trev and | déepafrom the
31/5/92 end and also cleared rock debris from the bang of
Alex, Trev Hughes, Wednesday. Martin Riddell had also filled a
Pete Rose dozen or so bags during the week. The cave
passage is not turning right as suspected but i
carrying on straight down the dip. It could go o
like this for ever!!
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |2h 10m | Priddy 2 loads to surface. Much of the timaes spent in
1/6/92 filling about 60 bags at the bottom to clear the
Rich Blake, Trev steeply angled passage of infilling in order to
assess possibilities of a drag way. Most of these
bags were transferred to various ledges back
towards the entrance. Atrociously wet weather
put us off returning in the afternoon. (All of
yesterday’s spoil emptied out). 2,438
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |3 % hr Priddy In the afternoon Trev and | filledlatailable
3/6/92 bags (c.40) at the end and moved a few towards
Trev, Andy Hutchings the entrance. A short length of steel ladder was
(Martin R), Robin taken down to assist in getting out from the
Gray, (Jake) working face!
In the evening we hauled bags — a total of 87
loads to surface, Jake and Martin valiantly
winching. Bloody hard work. Trev and | emptig
these on the following day and tidied up the sit
2,525 out.
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Bristol The Northern Foul  |1h 10m | Bristol Jeff had organised this visit to sthalmost

Water Interceptor
4/6/92

Rich West, Jeff Price,
Babs Williams,
Graham Johnson,
Nick Cornwell-Smith,
Mike Dewdney-York,
Richard Wealde and
mate (guides)

completed storm/sewer tunnel leading from

the

Portway to the Feeder Road area. We entered

from the Portway end and followed the 3-4 me
diameter blasted tunnel, past a 60m shaft

surface in Clifton, to the working face at 1600m

tre
to

Here there were 3 or 4 miners cleared depris

from the last bang. The drilling rig was out |of

operation at present and also one of the h

uge

spoil trucks was derailed near the entrahce
entailing much hard work by the workmen to get

it back on the track — especially as it was fuy
loaded. There was little of great interest in

lly
he



tunnel but one of the more notable things was
three red laser beams aimed at the working
to enable the tunnel to be driven along the cor

the
ace
rect

line. Most of the tunnel which we visited had
been driven through the limestone but there were
no obvious natural cavities, despite its passing

right below the main Avon Gorge caves near
“tennis courts” i.e. Mercavity and Hades Cav|
Worth a visit but only once.
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Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |3h 25m | Priddy 29 bags to surface. In the mornireyTRich
8/6/92 and | filled bags at the end and hauled toward
Trev, Jake, Rich the surface. After a lunchtime session in the
Hunter’s (interspersed with Vietham photos by a
Western Daily Press photographer) we continued
to dig and haul. Jake, not having been
underground at the dig since December, was
suitably impressed. Yet another very good day
work interspersed with fag and beer breaks. 2
loads out.
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Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |2h 40m | Priddy Another record — 107 bags to surfaeeint
10/6/92 down early and dug and filled bags at the end,
Trev, Pete Hellier, For the rest of the evening Pete dug and the rest
Robin Gray, Andy of us hauled the bags out. The dig seemsto b
Sanders, (Jake, Martin getting more vertical. The more we dig the mo
R) ( visitors:-lvor and we realise how ancient this sytem is. | can't thi
Dot Gibbons) of anywhere else like this on Mendip.
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |1 hr Priddy Martin Riddell and Jon (COMSAC) had thee
11/6/92 down the cave and also emptied the bags in the
Quackers morning. In the evening Quackers and | went
down to dig but were confronted by a foot dee
puddle and relatively bad air. The puddle was
caused by a small water inlet breached by Pet
on Wednesday. Combined with my sceptic fog
and the awkwardness of hauling/stacking bag$
this put us both off and after filling about 15 b3
we called it a day and retired to the pub. The dig
desperately needs a drag way.
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |2h 35m | Priddy In the morning Rich and | attemptediy and
14/6/92 bail at the end but gave up due to the amount
Rich Blake, Jake, water. An hour or so was then wasted at the
Chris Lloyd Belfry trying to make up piping for the pump as
(Vancouver Island our hose had been taken down St. Cuthberts!
CEG) the afternoon we returned to the cave where
Chris and Rich removed the mud ledge near the
bottom. Some fifty or so sacks were then hauled
along the cave to the shaft bottom and 5 loads
taken out to surface. Another section of steel
ladder was left at the end. There is now plenty,
do for the Wednesday night team. (2,666 load
out to date.) [Jake, John, Rich etc. picked up 3
delivered conveyor belting to the dig one 16/6
and removed another 53 loads — total so far:-
2719]
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Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |2h 5m Priddy Installation of some of the conveyeltihg

17/6/92

Trev, Andy Sanders,
Rob Gray, Pete Bolt,
Rich Blake

delivered on the previous night, after we had

emptied all the bags on the surface. The longe
length was taken down and after being thrown
over the edge of the final drop it instantly settle
itself to the correct shape! Trev then proceded
bolt it into the rock floor and before long we hag
a perfect dragway. The puddle in the dig was




baled into 5 gallon plastic drums and easily
hauled up this to be tipped into the mineshatft.
large number of bags were then filled and hau
back up the passage, Robin and Andy having
installed another piece of conveyor belt in the
tight section which made things a lot easier. P
Bolt also appeared and aided by a passing Rid
Blake took several photographs. Handlines an

better hauling ropes now need to be installed as

the belting, though even better than expected
dragway, could prove fatal if one slipped on it
and did a “Cresta Run” to the bottom! We can
now bash on at the bottom with relative ease.

Somerset

Stock Hill Mine Cave
Welsh’s Green
Swallet

19/6/92

1) Trev, Rich Blake
2) Rich, Jake

2h 20m
2 hr

Priddy
Milton

24 loads out. We took down a 14’ section of
lightweight rigid “ladder” which was installed
with a scaffold bar at the end. We then dug an
hauled and also installed another section of
conveyor belting on the ladder over the
mineshaft. The surface area was tidied up and
camouflaged. Trev went back in the afternoon
bolt down the conveyor belt. A good little
session.

A
ed

ete
h
d

AaS

to

After lunch Rich, Jake and | resumed work at the

end of Welsh’s. Conditions were fairly dry and
relatively clean. Rich dug at the end while Jakg
and | hauled the skip back and hid the spoil in
gaps above the mud walls. About 12-15 loads
were hauled back and “lost”. It seems that fror
now on it is a case of digging out washed in sy
from the floor as most of the roof slab debris h
been removed. A good inward draught is
encouraging though the dig is as squalid as ey
All in all a good day’s work.

Page 23

Somerset

Stock Hill Mine Cave
21/6/92
Trev, Robin, Chris
Lloyd, Kev Gurner,
Nick Gymer (Rachel
Hale SSS)

2%h

Priddy

69 loads to surface, following muchlhmy up
the conveyor belting. A fast descent on this is
now known as “riding the rubber” and is quite
exciting — especially on the 14’ pot! The cave
was roughly measured. The first half of the
entrance shaft is 8m followed by 16m of passa
— atotal of 24m (c.70’). The dig was also
emptied of water and we filled and hauled a lo
more bags. At the base of the shaft the walls
seem to be closing in and the way on seems t
straight ahead under a rock ledge. Trevor also
bolted down the central section of belting.
Another good shift. (TOTAL:- 2812)
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Somerset

Stock Hill Mine Cave
22/6/92
Rich, Trev

2h 5m

Priddy

2 loads out. Much of the time was spanling
to the bottom of the entrance shaft and baggin
up at the bottom. Some large boulders and slg
were broken up and the apparently solid floor
seen yesterday is only large rocks which have
be removed. It now seems that the way on is
back down in the floor as the “horizontal”
section was dug out to reveal a solid wall. (On
23/6/92 Jake, Rich, Chris and Snablet remove
another 50 loads to surface — total 2864)

o Q
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Somerset

Stock Hill Mine Cave
24/6/92

Andy Sanders, Steve
Redwood

1h 50m

Priddy

Andy and | emptied the fifty bagsughbt out
yesterday then went to the end of the cave to
Steve arrived and two loads of water were
removed. We then struggled to dig and remov

surface 21 loads. Total now is 2885. Still going




down!

Somerset 26/6/92 Met George Cornes in the Huntedess 82 yrs old and was the discoverer of Lamcast
Hole and Oxford Pot. A great and sprightly chanacte
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave 2h 35n | Priddy 26 loads to surface. We also dug at ldagit
28/6/92 bags from the end and Trev demolished and
Andy Sanders, trev bagged two or three large boulders. On arrival
(Robin Gray) there was some 25 gallons of water in the dig
which was hauled out and poured down the
mineshaft. Very hot weather created a strong
draught from the mineshaft. The dig is still going
on down vertically and some of the infill is very
gravelly. It is hoped that the boulder obstructign
has been the casue of the mud blockage but Ij{am
not convinced.
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |2hr Priddy Emptied yesterday’s bags and filled haot
29/6/92 thirty or so at the end. We are now in a relatively
Alone narrow vertical rift, the supposed “boulder
(Visitor: Dudley ruckle” probably being non-existant! About 12 %
Herbert) gallons of water had seeped in overnight and this
was bailed into drums ready for disposal. More
ater was seeping in as | dug down. Only time will
tell what happens next.
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Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |1h 5m Priddy 70 loads out. Somr thirty gallons aftev was
1/7/92 dumped in the mineshaft. All bags were emptied.
Andy Sanders, Brian It seems that the end is not a rift but a pile of
Murliss (MCG), Chris large boulders as at first thought. Keep on
Tozer, Steve diggin’. Total loads to surface so far — 2981.
Redwood, Trev, Pete
Hellier (Robin Gray,
Jake, Rich Blake)
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |1h 5m Priddy Afternoon trip not helped by threetpiof
217192 Butcombe and a foot or so of water at the
Rich Blake (Vince) bottom. A new wrecking bar was taken down and
one large boulder prised out of the floor and
eventually broken up and hauled painfully to
surface in 3 loads. Wet, muddy and pissed off jwe
were assisted by a passing Vince to get the bags
out then buggered off home. 2984 to date.
Somerset 5/7/92 Mac, Eleanor West and | joined &t homas (my brother-in-law) on a flight over the
Cheddar catchment in his Cessna. The entrancesguhdYe, Bowery Corner etc were noted and a
good view of the Gorge obtained.
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |2h 25m | Priddy Trev, Robin Gray and Andy Sandersdpsaht
6/7/92 the previous afternoon breaking and bagging
Alone rock at the end. Due to excess of water and lack
(visitors, Nigel of air | was only able to fill eight or so bags &e
Taylor, Paul with mud and rock from the narrow vertical rift{ |
also filled a dozen or so bags in the mineshatft|dig
with deads from the blocked level and mud.
There are probably about 30 loads ready to ga
out on Wednesday.
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Somerset Rushy Ground 20m Chewton Following an afternoon dip in the Mineries
Swallet Mendip where Rich and | practised diving with
6/7/92 Quacker’s assistance, the two of us visited this
Rich Blake new Wessex cave. A well designed entrance
leads to a superb phreatic chamber with some
fine helictites and other formations. From here
there are a couple of smaller ways on, both
dropping down to a lower level. Calcited bones$
amid 2-3 ft columns are the attraction in the LH
passage while to the right there is a superb
display of helictites. The lowest level of this yer




short system obviously floods to the roof and
looks a difficult dig. A nice little find and very
well decorated but unfortunately showing little

cave possibilities in this hitherto rarely examin
area. Nice on Tusker.

Attborough (Red Quar) Swallet was looked at
the way back to the pub. The Cotham lads ha
dug out the entrance and are preparing to put
concrete pipes, though large banks of slumpin
grey mud could present a problem.

prospect for extension. At least it does show the

Somerset

Stock Hill Mine Cave |1h 20m | Priddy 51 bags and 12 drums of water tasarf 60
8/7/92 gallons. All the bags in the cave and bottom of
(Jake, Vince, Rich) mineshaft were removed. There was only a 6”
Andy S, Trev, Robin, puddle in the mineshaft but no further digging
Tony Boycott, Brian was attempted. Trevor drilled a series of holeg
the ledges at the bottom of the cave dig and
smashed off some twenty bags of rock which i
stacked ready for removal. All loads taken out
surface were tipped. Tonight we were so effici
that six of us had to go to the pub early as the
was nothing left to do! (3035 loads out)
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Gloucester-
shire

Slaughter Stream 3h 10m | Joyford See below
Cave

13/7/92

Phil Romford, Rich
Blake

Following the first and enjoyable but relativelyiet Cavers’ Fair, the three of us stayed on for a

Monday trip to this newly discovered cave systeime Gloucester lads had kindly lent us a key and

left the two entrance pitches rigged, which werldtgtackled. We entered via the tremendous
excavation of Wet Sink with its amazing drystonersig and fixed ladder to reach the streamway
below a fine 40’ pot. From Cross Stream Junctionugat to Zurree Aven where we climbed the

attractive waterfalls to the dry Graveyard. Fromehee walked through some fine passages to re

ach

the larger Chunnel and beyond, the sandy crawl$ef3 Deserts. A rarely used oxbow passage was
then followed to emerge in the large and attradfilev Choke Passage which we followed to its gnd

at a heavily calcited choke which is an obviougel® bang through to gain lots more passage
beyond. We then returned, avoiding the oxbow aretledd out passages on the RH side trying to
find the connection to the streamway. One of these followed through fine walking size tunnels,
past a dog’s footprints in the mud, to the dodfits@r rather its rotted skeleton at the Dog’s ¥&ra

Here we realised this was not the connection somet to the entrance series via the Three Deserts

and the Chunnel, pausing to crawl up a couple pfaasant crawls on the way. We deladdered th
pitches and dropped the kit and key off at Clify®eur’'s house nearby. An excellent (if rather

hungover) trip in a fine cave system with lots ofgntial. Richard was not at his best and confessed

to even stumbling while crawling! Another trip hacelook at the rest of this fine cave is on the
cards.

Somerset

Shute Shelve Cavern|lhr Axbridge See below
14/7/92

Cliff Dockerill & S
(ACG), Brian Prew,
Rich Blake

An evening trip to this new Axbridge Caving Grdind on the hillside between Axbridge and Shy
Shelve. This cave was found earlier this year afidy one weekend'’s digging by the Axbridge lad
in an old ochre working in the woods. A sandy creslds to an impressive decorated chamber w
a corkscrew squeeze in the floor leading to a lamge and impressive phreatic passage going
steeply down dip — about half the size of the uggaet of the Gorge in G.B. Cave or bigger than, &
similar to, NHASA Gallery in Manor Farm Swallet. &t is little in the way of formations apart
from a few fine white stalactites and stalagmitastbere are some interesting crystals and red
flowstones. Both the end of the 30" wide main pgesand a parallel, smaller passage are eminen
diggable and | am sure that there is lots morénth 1t is very difficult to figure out if this wasnce

a major sink or resurgence (I think it is the Igttaut it is certainly extremely ancient and was®a
very important water route. Digging will almost dately reveal more of the secrets of this
fascinating system. Is it the “lost cave of Axbmdg as big as Axbridge Square? This is possibte
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the ochre miners of 70 years ago do not seem te datered the second and third chambers. The
a lot more to come from this very important siter @hanks to Cliff, Geoff and the others for the

tourist trip and survey.

re is
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Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |2h 40m | Priddy 18 bags and twenty four drums of watre
15/7/92 hauled to surface. Another twelve drums of water
(Vince, Jake) were tipped down the mineshaft, which Trevor
Arthur Spain (MCG), tested with fluorescein as he left. Our big
Andy Sanders, Pete problem tonight was the large amount of water in
Hellier, Tony Boycott, the dig due to the recent rain and lack of bailing
Trev Hughes at the weekend. Once the water was removed|a
dozen or so bags were filled from the bottom and
from the descending tube just above it. This is
becoming a difficult dig. (3053 loads out to date)
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Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |1h 35m | Priddy Filled up four drums of water at biwdtom. This
16/7/92 is not, so far, coloured by fluorescein so there |is
Alone some hope that the shaft does not connect with
the dig. It was still too wet to dig at the bottem
| concentrated on the small tube above, filling
about eight bags. This is developing into a rift
but looks a bit too small for comfortable digging.
I’'m beginning to think | need a change of
scenery!
Somerset Denny’s Hole Compton Jane and | walked the horseshoe route over
20/7/92 Bishop Wavering Down and Crook Peak in foul, wet
Alone weather. | popped into the entrance of this cave
but decided not to investigate further due to lack
of caving clothing and a decent light.
Somerset Welsh's Green 2 hr Milton Cave reasonably dry. Jake and Andy dogut
Swallet 15 loads at the end and | dragged the skips back
21/7/92 and bagged/heaped up the spoil. | gather it was
Jake, Andy Sanders fairly unpleasant digging and that another threg
or four trips will get us to potentially new open
passage.
Somerset Tusker’s Folly 1hr Priddy Following a tip by Brian Prewer we welotvn
Minor 22/7/92 for a look at the end of this neglected dig. A
discovery Jake descending, relatively solid passage was blocked
by a few loose boulders and the general approach
is somewhat unstable. Using a short length of
rope we had soon removed enough rocks to
enable me to squeeze down into a tiny chamber
with a choked “bedding” passage leading off.
Total extension about 15-20'. Lack of light
forced a retreat but a return here is necessary| We
could be on to a good thing with a bit of carefu|
digging.
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Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |2 hr Priddy 19 bags to surface. Most of the times ggent
227192 hauling some thirty or so drums of water to the
Trev, Sean Morgan mineshaft (which we still hope does not connect
(MEG), Snab, Robin with the dig though | suspect there might be a
Gray hint of green in the water!) Snab and | then dug a
few bags of crap until | felt a great thirst coming
on and left the cave with Sean. Snab, Trev and
Robin continued digging and filled another
dozen or so bags. The way on is caveable but|the
water problems will doubtless be a pain in the
arse. We need several teams a week to keep this
under control. (Trev also hauled out 66 bags
while | was in Cuba).
Somerset Tusker's Folly 1h 50m | Priddy | continued with the new dig at the gvhile
Minor 24/7/92 Martin tidied up the dangerously loose boulders




discovery

Martin Grass

at its entrance. Luckily there was @rough
room in the new small chamber to stack all of

boulders, mud and gravel removed from the dig.

Just as | removed the final obstructing boulde
my light failed and | had to use a lamp lowered
to me by Martin — a repeat performance of the
last trip down here! | managed to squeeze intg
another 6’ or so of passage but was unable to
clearly see the way ahead. It seems to be a
boulder floored, descending, solid crawl with g
draught. A bit more digging should see us into
this with relative ease. Looks good.

Somerset
Minor
discovery

Tuska'’s Folly
26/7/92

Jim Rand, Tony
Boycott

1h 25m

Priddy

Having found out that Jim was digdshgring
this site | thought it was only fair to invite hiom
the big breakthrough trip (!) After the pub the
three of us went down with me in the lead to d
Jim to pass stuff up to the loose area, and Tor
to “lose” the spoil. | worked hard at the end to

uproot boulders and remove a calcite false floor

(or roof!) and side wall. Eventually | was able t
gain another 5’ or so to see the open passage
beyond blocked by a seeming collapse from th
LH wall. We then called it a day and and
buggered off out. This place still has lots of
promise but needs much more clearing and
shoring work to make it feasible. At least we
tried!! 25’ of passage so far.
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Somerset

White Pit

29/7/92

Phil Romford, Tim
Large, Martin Grass
(Blitz, Chris Castle,
Andy Sparrow)

40m

Priddy

Assisted the White Pit team with thégr d
following a bang by Tim — 5 minutes to clear.
Several loads of rocks out to surface. Good
draught, partially blocked descending bedding
plane leading on and all in all very promising.

CUBA
Matanzas

La Gruta

2/8/92

Martin and Glenys
Grass, Jane, Eduardo
Amarillis, barman, etc

20m

Varadero

Whilst holidaying in Cuba, on the seodered
limestone peninsular north of Varadero, we ca
across this cave. It is probably 20m long,
phreatic and roomy, possibly littoral but

seemingly a fragment of a normal cave system

and with one extremely important feature — it i
a bar! Above it is a fine Cuban restaurant (La
Compana — the Belfry!!) and the whole area
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resembles a British landscaped garden — which it

was until the revolution (American owned — no
British). A pleasant time was spent here drinki
Moquitos — rum, lime juice, bitter, mint, soda

water. The barman was a character. We have
plans to return here to take photos — including
one of the BEC sticker now adorning the fridge
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CUBA
Matanzos

Cueva de
Cepero/Saturno
3/8/92

Jane, Glenys, Martin,
“Pepe” (sea diver and
guide) lots of local
kids

1h 10m

Varadero

The aim of this visit was for Jamdo her first
cave dive! “Pepe”, one of the hotel divers led U
to the cave a few miles the other side of
Varadero. A large thatched hut at the side of th
road was used to park our borrowed car in ang
the cave was immediately adjacent, in the thic
scrub. A concrete path and steps led down int
the large collapse doline and formation filled

chamber below. A 25m deep pool at the bottom

is used by the local kids as a swimming pool g
there were lots of young girls and lads diving @
the tall stalagmites into the crystal clar, cool
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water. One youth specialised in a desperate 8
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curtains and dropped in. Swiftlets darted abou
the chamber and there was much guano in
evidence — both bird and human — the latter of]
which | trod in! While Jane and Martin took
turns to dive into the flooded passages below
had a brief look round some of the dry parts,
finding little of interest and several other sump
pools. As | felt somewhat ill | didn't make any
great efforts to explore properly and the heat 3
piles of crap everywhere did not encourage thi
anyway. Most of the cave seems to lie
underwater and is probably not vey extensive.
An entertaining hour was had by all and Jane
now get a mention in the CDG Review and CT]|

free climb into the roof where he hung from the
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Somerset

Cuevas de Bellamar [45m Matanzas See below
5/8/92

Martin, Glenys, Jane,
Eduardo (tourist
guide), Heriberto
(cave guide) (+
tourists)

We left Varadero for a couple of days for tourigti shopping in Havana — our guide being Eduan
and driver “Watchet”. This included a visit to timeredible Tropicana cabaret and the searching ¢
of cave postage stamps for Ray Mansfield and myAelfsit was also paid to the H.Q. of the
Socieédad Espeleoldgica de Cuba where we met Framnieoof the lads who visited England 2 %
years ago.

From here we drove back via the Cuevas de Bellaomer of Cuba’s most famous show caves. He
Eduardo chatted up one of the guides, Heriberto, after giving us the guided tour offered to let (
see more of the unlit part of the cave and to shswther caves in a couple of days time. The
entrance to Bellamar is exactly like a London gityplic conveniences — a flight of steps dropping
down between tiled ceramic walls. A tiny hole abtivese was the original entrance to the systen
which was discovered in February 1861. The stegud ileto a large and well decorated (though
somewhat discoloured and vandalized) chamber withugle of phreatic tunnels leading off. From
here, Gothic Hall, we followed the 173m long Cowsfesal Gallery with its myriads of crystals,
stalactites, and helictites — all past their best t former tourists and the use of smokey burning
torches. The Fountain of Youth and Lovers’ Founta@me passed (small gour pools) and Tiger's
Gorge reached, a narrowing of the passage. Nearameairshaft has been sunk from the surface t
aid in ventilation of this very warm cave. We noadho progress with the aid of Martin’s torch as
the show cave lights were not working beyond tloisip- the Ladies’ Room. This section was son
84m long and included the Hidden Gallery and Sn@erR — the latter having better preserved
formations than the first part of the cave. It gity that this system has been so well used as its
formations are still fairly spectacular. It mustzbdeen a magnificent sight when first enteredr&h
is little in the way of concrete paths throughdg tave and few of the formations are protected. ]
limestone is of a curious consistency and is priybab old coral reef. Fossils are numerous. Wort
visit. (Ref:- Guide to Varadero, pp.31-35)

do
ut

re
s

ne

rh
ha

Page 34

CUBA
Matanzas

Cueva de Ambrioso [40m Varadero See below
6/8/92
Martin, Glenys, Jane

Further up the peninsular from Club Varadero, @akbsP....is a low limestone hill, La Caseta.
This contains a fascinating small cave system wittalk in entrance right by the roadside. It is a
labyrinthine system of phreatic tunnels and chambea horizontal bed of presumably reef
limestone with scores or phreatic roof and floock®is — many of the former reaching the surface
few feet above and acting as skylights, a lightiyaloeing required to explore the three of four
hundred feet of cave. Lots of large active batsgimeockroach infested guano and the occasiona
hanging tree roots give a real “Temple of Doom” @sphere! Its main claim to fame are the 50 or
black and red pictographs on the walls and ceilthgsughout the cave. These were “discovered”
1961 and are thought to date from aboriginal, Sgfraccupation and Negro slave times. It seemg

obvious that most of the intricate geometric desigiere painted by the Pre-Columbian Indians and

two of these have appeared on Cuban postage stripg0. (Ref:p.38 Guide to Varadero, by
Antonio Nufiez Jiménez). These pictographs are excegly well preserved and only a limited
amount of modern graffiti despoils the walls of tae. This is remarkable considering its proxim
to Cuba’s major tourist resort and its easy acedbg old iron protective gate now lying on theoflo
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More huge hotels are being built very close by tiedsituation is bound to deteriorate. Some
protection should be urgently given to this fastiigacave before it is ruined forever. It is also
obviously an important bat habitat and probablhygueiin its situation near the end of this 18.6
kilometre limestone peninsular and its elevationmf a few feet above sea level.

A shallow but lengthy rock shelter near Cueva dedtR was also looked at. A couple of photographs

consisting of groups of small red circles were ¢ediin now inaccessible places on the ceiling. A
striking two metre high column of eroded limestamg some pastel coloured stalagmite remains
were also seen. Other small shelters were notatbyieane of which we drove into in the car!

Fascinating area with extremely interesting cavégre is one more to visit here but it is only open

after 9 pm — the Cueva del Pirata — containingbeaiet bar. We will return!

Page 35
CUBA Cuevas de Bellamar |2h 50m | Matanzas See below
Matanzas 7/8/92
Heriberto Iglesias,
Martin (small girl,
guide, tourists)
We turned up here in the morning for the promisadng trip with Heriberto. We lent him a Zoom
lamp and he wore it with the rest of his gear -tbosocks, and swimming trunks! He took us first
into the major series of passages in the opposietibn to the show cave, which we entered by
climbing over a 12’ high steel gate as his key didiork. This is basically a series of roomy, p&hl
phreatic tunnels with lots of breakdown and thodsaof helictites. An electric cable runs through |t
and it was once part of the tourist route but dlyp&andalized. There is some superb bright red mud
and several of the banks of calcite have been nonétb spread on the floor in other areas where
stalagmites have been transplanted for the touristse of these being covered in graffiti. Several
hundred feet of passages were visited.
We then returned to the show cave and followedl diur previous stopping point. From here two
ways led on so we took the “dry” route first. Awtahrough a pool led to a long stooping/crawling
passage full of the ubiquitous helictites — andihaork in places as | was only dressed in shortls gn
T-shirt. After several grovels through muddy posks eventually popped up in a large dry passage
with some fantastic formations — pillars, bossedictites, etc. This was well worth the effort &es
and is rarely visited so is still in relatively gboondition. We then returned to the junction and
followed the other passage — again for several faghfitet to a climb up and a squeeze into a poq|.
We now realised why Heriberto was so scantily drésss a neck deep duck had to be passed. Once
through this we reached a continuation of the pdwre Heriberto asked us if Zoom lamps were
waterproof, we assuming that he had got it dantherduck. On being told it was okay he promptly
disappeared into a 10’ long sump! A small crawldeér the top which Martin got through and |
went through the sump, swallowing some of it onwlag. Beyond was limited airspace and a crawl
over a superb floor of huge, transparent calcigstais — unique as far as | know. This was thesend
we returned to the dry passage — Martin througlstimp and me through the crawl. Following a
leisurely stroll out through the show cave withit#e black girl, Janet, we partook of a few bagttef
cerveza at the Bar Estalactitas. A great trip aittexcellent bloke.
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CUBA Cueva del Pirata 1%hr | Varadero This must rate as one of the mmatlruses for g
Matanzas 718192 cave yet. This large, ¢.2.3m high phreatic
Martin, Glenys, Jane + chamber is equipped with a round stage, areal|for
€.200 others! a band, dressing room, toilets and bar and
functions as a cabaret! It is an absolutely perfect
size for this with an entrance easily accessible
and in the main tourist resort of Cuba. A ten U}S.
dollar access fee permits one to enter and join in
the fun. We arrived just in time for the hour and
a half show — singers, a comedian and lots of
very scantily clad dancing girld. All very
professional and despite the expensive drinks
well worth paying to see. The chamber itself |
assume to be a drained “blue hole” system,
similar to Cueva de Ambrosio and with lots of
phreatic roof hollows. There is little else in the
way of natural adornment.
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CUBA Cueva del Hombre Varadero Following a search for this once religigu
Matanzas Muerto important cave we eventually found it near some
8/8/92 locals’ houses adjacent to the canal at the stait o




(Martin, Jane) town. Unfortunately it is only abdi® long and
full of rubbish including several old leg irons
with boots on! That must be a first, anyway. It

(7]

considered a saint and the cave became a
pilgrimage site. Not worth visiting.

CUBA
Matanzas

Cueva Champifion |1 hr Matanzas See below
(Jarrito)
11/8/92
Martin

After a chat with Heriberto at Cueva de Bellamarwere guided to the entrance of this large cav
only a few hundred metres (1.2km) back down thel towards Matanzas on the west side. An
overgrown track led down through a blasted outiegttor about 100m to a large part artificial, par
natural entrance with open gates. After a chamlstioa tunnel section with open steel gates leal
very large phreatic bore tube heading straight timchill. This cave, it seems has been until rége
mined for its guano deposits and the floor has loe¢lown a metre or more so that vehicles coul
be driven a long way into the cave. Derelict stegegraph” poles and various bits of metal work
were still in situ. It is possible that the namrs to mushroom cultivation which may have also
taken place here but we were unable to establishMot far beyond the entrance a ¢.15m mined
shaft led to the surface (with the skull and basfdsorses on the floor below). About 100m further
on the passage widened to a roomy chamber wheze ¢h10.6m holes in the ceiling, in a triangulaf
pattern, had apparently been drilled in from thdagie — possibly to admit light and ventilation to
this area — the effect being like three spotligiiising into the darkness of the cave. Just beyend
the roadway stopped and we explored a hundred snetreo of large and well decorated passage
ending in either pools or low crawls. Throughow tave are many high level tubes, which we did
not climb into, and several large side passagest ofavhich we explored to their ends. Almost all
of these lower passages seem to have been excdoatbdir guano content and it is quite possible
that this is a histoplasmosis cave. If Martin qodles in a few days time we will know! Being similar
to the Box Stone Mines this cave is rather grottydtill has some fine formations, including
helictites and must have been spectacular at oree ihere must have also been a large bat
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supposedly the cave where an Italian hermit djed
and where his body was preserved. He was then

population in residence but this has dropped togudew bats now due to much human visitation gnd

interference (the entrance smelling strongly of kendue to locals building bonfires in it). A peeuli
cave and yet another of the “collecotrs’ itemsMatanzas province. Left Heriberto with a Zoom
lamp which he is delighted with. He is now the berptipped show cave guide in Cubal!
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CUBA
Matanzas

Cueva Grande de 2h 20m | Varadero See below
Santa Catalina
12/8/92

Martin, Dr. Ercilio
Vento Canosa, Dr.
Juan Pedro Ortega
Santiago

Following a week of abortive phone calls — mosa terong number, Martin eventually contacted
Ercilio. He is “second in command” of the Sociedzgpeliogica de Cuba, is a forensic doctor and

lives in Matanzas city. We arrived at his hous8.@0am and looked around his collection of medical

books, caving books, human skulls, a pickled by skeleton of aArawakbaby who died of

syphilis etc. When Martin made a flippant remark@mummies Ercilio rushed to a tall cabinet apd

opened it to reveal the full sized mummy of anyeamman settler found in a local cemetery! It
seems we had found the Cuban version of Oliver @relilLloyd. We then loaded Ercilio and his
young doctor amigo Juan into the car and set afk lokown the Varadero road to visit the Cueva
Grande de Santa Catalina, near the internationabdri Situated some 8m above sea level, about

1km inland from the sea and in the dense tropioahlzovering a vast limestone plain, this important

phreatic system is some 8 km long. It seems that ofahis length is packed into a small space as
the system is a complicated labyrinth of superldgatated chambers, all interconnecting and
sandwiched between two stratas of rock. It is gahevery easy going and the vast variety of
mushroom like formations, gour pools, helictites, &c, though generally dry, some of the finest i
Cuba. Varied water levels have influenced calcipasits in this system. Ercilio and his colleague
have been studying this magnificent cave for masary — so enthusiastically in fact that around
1969 they had to explore around with guns as tetesywas a hiding place for counter
revolutionaries!

The cave is reached from the main Varadero-Mataroas up a rough track leading to a few
wooden houses. We parked here and walked alondptnacgks through the bush for a KM or so unti
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the Cubans eventually found the well hidden engattovould have been virtually impossible for
Martin and | to have found it on our own. Havintaege amount of entrance the cave was not locked
as expected. A series of roomy entrances and avaltie$ots of stalactite, roots and creepers ldd in
the system, which has four interconnected “bloekgjassages. We first looked at the area
containing the famous “mushroom” stalagmites —ymesbly formed when the cave was partly
flooded and up to 2m or more in height. Ercilio lesdthrough parts of all four blocks where a great
array of varied formations exists — cave pearlstaigttites were particularly numerous. The cave
has been inhabited by Arawak Indians, runaway Nsfrees and counter revolutionaries at various
times. Small, black Indian pictographs apparentiykad routes through the system — as do modern,
red, sprayed on arrows (pure vandalism by a tooastern). The Negros left camp fires and the
guerrillas built walls of broken stal and rockdtock off sections of the cave. There is a certain
amount of rubbish left by infrequent modern visitbut the only permanent inhabitants now are the
animals and insects which infest the cave. A fets lagere noted and in one part of the cave which
we did not visit we were told that the temperaisrever 40° due to the amount of bats and insect
inhabiting one chamber. Cockroaches, white “begtianblypysi, cave crickets and “hermit” crabs
were seen also but the most numerous and speataenka dweller is the Tarantula. For an
Arachnaphobe like myself this at first came astaba shock as 2"-4” diameter spiders were
regularly encountered and put on a good speed disturbed. At least they kept to the floor and
being big, black and hairy stood out well agaihst$and and guano floor. | think we saw at least
twenty of these beasties and | soon became ugbdnn Many formations and creatures were
photographed.

A couple of kilometres of the system were visitedidoe our time ran out and we left the cave aftef a
most entertaining trip. Just to add the final toldrtin and | nearly stepped on a Cuban Boa snake
on the track back to the car. It was sunbathingvweasia good 3” thick and at least 4 ft long but
rapidly disappeared before the Cubans could catéfter giving the locals some of our caving gear
and rope we took them home, photographed their®estion motorbike and sidecar (all sections of
the S.S. de C. get one of these paid for by themguwrent) and headed back to the hotel, and,
eventually England. A great holiday with eight fectors’ item” caves thrown in. Cuba is a
fascinating country with spectacular caves andeexdly friendly, helpful and hospitable peoplesit
essential though to be based in a hotel as foaidtisally unobtainable outside — dollars being the
only currency to obtain goods in and not usuallgil@ble to Cubans. Though almost everyone we|
met speaks highly of Fidel Castro (a s.s. de Cubalper!) and is loyal to the communist
government, we would not be at all surprised if/teeon get fed up with the present state of affair
One way or another it seems that Fidel will havgdoThen, perhaps, Cuban’s 6,000 cavers will he
able to get fuel and food and carry on with theistpme with greater ease.
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Somerset

Stock Hill Mine Cave |1h 5m Priddy The bottom of the c. 25’ pitch wad &ilwater,
17/8/92 at least 6’ deep so no digging was possible in the
Alone “inlet” here. The mineshaft was relatively dry s
| filled a dozen or so bags with liquid mud and
left them for the Wednesday nighters to pull out.
It looks like we will have to concentrate on the
mineshaft dig until the water in the natural dig
either drains away or we obtain a powerful

pump.

O

Somerset

Flower Pot 40m Priddy First visit to this re-opened cave sih8£7/75!
20/8/92 After | had failed to find the entrance (wrong
Graham Johnson field!), Jake came across it in the valley in the
field nearer the farm. Not having a ladder it wa
a bit of a struggle traversing up and down the
new concrete tubes. The cave had not change
beyond — still muddy and relatively small but
extremely interesting. It reminded me a lot of
upper Dallimore’s Cave. Various dig dites were
looked at and most passages fully explored. Qne
or two places look quite interesting and deserye
some concerted digging. After a look at Wig's
survey it would seem that the passage straight on
from the entrance crawl is the best bet in the
hope that it may by-pass the complicated right
hand series. The Wessex have done some wqrk
in here recently but appear to have given up.
There is a lot of potential here given its
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proximity to the Bowery Corner and Lodmore
Swallet areas.
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Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |3 % hr Priddy In the morning we shifted the dozesmbags at
21/8/92 the mineshaft dig up to the base of the entrange
Trev Hughes shaft and also bailed out 10 gallons of water
which was tipped down the natural dig — a case
of role reversal! After lunch another dozen or so
bags were filled here and taken to the entrance
shaft. We also rescued digging gear from the
gradually flooding natural dig and removed
about twenty bags up to the ledge. 4 bags
removed to surface. (Total so far 3123 loads qut).
Most of the spoil removed from the mineshaft
was chocolate like clay resulting from bailing
operations. We are now back down to rocks
which will make life easier, though the shaft is
becoming narrower. (Trev removed 36 more
loads later — TOTAL 3159)
WALES Dan-yr-Ogof 20m Abercrave These two trips took place at the opening
Glamorgan Tunnel (Cathedral) |1hr ceremony of “Rescon 92” — the international
Cave cave rescue conference. Most of the delegates
23/8/92 had a free, self-guided trip around Dan-yr-Ogqaf
Jane, Rich West, Phil showcave followed by wine and a buffet in the
Romford and hordes terminal chamber of Tunnel Cave. This was a
of British and foreign superb event apart from the poor acoustics when
cave rescuers the officials gave the opening speeches. The
event terminated with the turning on of the twag
waterfalls and the accompaniment of piped organ
music. All a bit over the top but certainly a
novelty.
WALES Ogof Ffynnon Ddu  |25m Penwyllt While sitting peacefully in my “shoputside the
Glamorgan 24/8/92 SWCC cottage | was called upon to assist in the
lan? Chris Williams rescue of an unconscious 12 year old lad from
(victim), Kath Lewis, Arette Chamber in OFD. | jumped in the rescug
Harvey Lomas and Land Rover with Jopo and lan and was whisked
about 30 others! up to the top entrance. lan and | took in the &.ittl
Dragon, comforts and first aid boxes and met a
large team of international cave rescuers at the
top of the pitch. Their practice rescue had turned
into the real thing and they were just at the point
of hauling the now conscious lad over the edge.
He was taken out of the stretcher and was able to
walk out unaided. A short, swift and successful
operation!
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WALES Ogof Ffynnon Ddu  |1h 35m | Penwyllt Demonstration of the SWCRO floatstigetcher
Glamorgan 25/8/92 in OFD | streamway. The victim, Andy, was
Phil, Rich, Bob strapped in and we floated him up and down a
Makin, Keith Lewis, short section of the streamway in high water
Jim (CRO), Mark conditions. The stretcher performs admirably and
(New Zealand), Andy, is ideal for use in this system. It will float imly
Bob, Bob+1 three inches of water. It is easy to see how cayers
(SWCRO), Phil can get washed away in high water conditions|as
Buckberry the force of the stream today was almost
powerful enough to sweep one’s feet away.
WALES Drove across to Porth-yr-Ogof to watch the Welsttisa of CDG demonstrate sump rescue
Glamorgan techniques in the pool below the resurgence. Fealther destroyed any enthusiasm for a trip in the

cave!
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WALES Ogof Ffynnon Ddu (3 ¥4 hr Penwyllt International cave rescue pracfleeo “victims”
Glamorgan 28/8/92 were put in stretchers in Lowe’s Passage, OFD |
Tim Large, Martin and were carried out in dribs and drabs as far
Grass, Dany, Jim the Bolt Traverse. Everything went well and the
Roberts (Derbs), Pete MRO contingent received a few praiseworthy
Allright, Pat Hall, comments. We left the practice early in order t
Harvey Lomas, Jon pack up and head for home after a superb and
Lister, Cardy, Tony very boozy week, in good company but in
Boycott, Alison, atrociously wet weather. It was great to meet the
Hazel, Michaela, Phil international delegates and establish some go
Buckleberry + 35 contacts for future trips abroad.
other cave rescuers.
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Somerset 31/8/92 Vince Simmonds and | spent andioswo clearing mud and rock from “Yoh Gurt Poti —
new Tuska Morrison Hymac dig near Lamb Leer. Theagator, driven by Dave Gibbons (whose
land it is) — has revealed a 15-20’ deep circutdrip limestone with two too tight rifts at the barn.
Work continues.
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |1h 5m Priddy 44 bags to surface. Both the minesiradt
2/9/92 natural passage were flooded so it was decided to
(Tony Boycott, Chris “put the dig to bed” for the foreseeable future.
Tozer) Pete Hellier, All ladders and digging kit above water were
Brian Murliss, Ivan hauled back to the bottom of the entrance sha
Sanford for storage, the bags were emptied and an early
night in the pub was indulged in (Total out —
3203 loads)
Somerset 4/9/92 Assisted Tuska, Quackers and andtbssex man to transport and fix a steel grate igathe
new concrete entrance pipes of Compton Martin Obftire. Lousy weather.
Somerset Swildon’s Hole 1% hr Priddy Solo tourist trip as far as Sump i@
4/9/92 advantage of the wet weather conditions. | had
Alone the whole cave practically all to myself — lovely.
Looked at various nooks and crannies and dig
nothing very interesting. Thoroughly enjoyable|
little trip.
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Somerset Gough’s Cave Y hr Cheddar Tourist trip for Truong who has come ovenf
Cox’s Cave / Ya hr Vietnam for the BCRA Conference and a
Waterfall Cave holiday. After a tour round Glastonbury,
719192 Westhay peat centre, Wilkin's cider farm at
Dany Bradshaw, Mudgeley and the Trotter's pub we ended up i
Nguyen Xuan Truong Cheddar and managed to scrounge a free trip
+ tourists and guides the three of us around the caves. New items tg
see since | last visited are in Cox’s, the
connection to Waterfall (Pavey’s Cave) and th
weird, Tolkein-esque figures. Good for the
tourist trade no doubt but in general fairly naff.
think Truong was impressed though, especiall
with the capitalistic possibilities of tourism.
Somerset Hallowe’en Rift 2h 20m | Wookey Hole A new Wednesday night dig! Jake Vince

9/9/92
Vince, (Jake), lvan

have been working here in the up-dip passage
the bottom of the entrance rift and had dug in
about 15'. lvan and | arrived first and
commenced clearing the dry mud/cave earth
from a partly choked rift at the furthest point. G
the arrival of the other two the spoil was haule
out to surface by Jake — at least twenty skiploa
being removed. The way on is a low, choked
bedding plane with an attractively decorated
ceiling. There seems to be a draught but the w
on is not obvious. This area is yet another part
the vast bedding plane which forms the cave
system. There are no signs of archaeological
remains in the infill despite the proximity of the
cave to surface.
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Somerset Hallowe’en Rift 1%hr Wookey Hole  Continued with the dry dig neve entrance
10/9/92 shafts. Several large rocks were removed from
Alone the loose clay infill and a couple of metres of
progress made. Future work here will probably
be “up dip” and a small, well decorated way on
can be seen. This, at the moment, is a pleasant
and dry dig but it won't last!!
Yorkshire 14/9/92 Post BCRA confererence. Stayatietill Inn on Sunday night and on Monday Jaoén]
Riley, the three dogs and | went for a stroll. W&ted the entrances of Great Douk Cave, Little
Douk Pot, Middle Washfold Caves, P97a, P97 etce Mieather for a change.
Somerset White Pit 1h 35m | Priddy Assisted with hauling from the bedditane at
16/9/92 the bottom of the shaft. Several loads of
Andy Sparrow, collapsed clay and rock wall were removed
Gonzo, Pete Bolt (Tim before digging could commence at the face. P
Large, Bournemouth Bolt took photographs. The ceiling of the
Bob, Joc, Bob’s ongoing bedding plane is scalloped and clean
missus) washed — very attractive. There would seem tg
lots of work to do here before a breakthrough
will be made.
Somerset Stock Hill Mine Cave |40m Priddy A dive here was necessary to recovelange
Dive 21/9/92 crowbar and sledge hammer from the bottom
Alone the natural dig — some 15’ down! After first
forgetting my mask | had another go and
successfully dived down for the tools and a bal
of digging bags. These were all taken out to
surface and also three skips were removed an
delivered to the White Pit Dig. This trip may
have seen the largest amount of lead ever doy
this particular mine! This was also an
encouraging practice cave dive and kit
familiarisation.
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Somerset White Pit 1%hr | Priddy Borrowed kit from Richard Masters avieht on
21/9/92 a solo digging trip. Eight skips/buckets were
Alone filled ready for the next hauling team. | dug
about 4’ into the bedding plane, following the
draught. Looks good but as previously stated,
fair bit of clearing will need to be done. Easy b
sticky digging with lots of rocks embedded in
clay. It looks as if this is the project for the
foreseeable future!
Somerset Wigmore Swallet 1% hr Red Quar Considering the recent rainy wedhgecave
23/9/92 was surprisingly and disappointingly dry. In
Vince, Jake, Rich “Don’'t Feed the Ambulance” | spotted an aven
Blake, lvan Sanford the roof with my trusty FX5 lamp. This will neg
maypoling to reach as bolts could be unsafe in
this rock. | then joined the others in Drake’s Hall
where Vince and Rich’s 50’ roof extension was
being examined. This is a horribly loose dug
aven leading to a suicidal roof choke. The lads
are convinced of its worth but | am not so sure|.
great bit of digging though! | then restarted the
dig at the end of Drake’s Hall as it is likely to
lead to further continuations of the huge rift.
Digging is easy in mud and rocks. The recent
floods have cleaned up the Wigmore streamw
to reveal its fine slection of different coloured
rocks — including purple ones!
Somerset White Pit 1% hr Priddy Solo Friday evening digging trip. 8ewr eight
25/9/92 skip loads were filled with mud and rocks — so
Alone fallen from the walls. | then dug down dip in th
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bedding plane and heaved out a couple of larg




rocks. Taking Andy Sparrow’s tip | had a poke
off to the right where there was a slightly large|
airspace. Sure enough this was easily dug intg
tiny, decorated chamber with a strong draught
feel that this is a part of a phreatic tube of som
sort and will undoubtedly be the easiest way tq
dig. | suspect a breakthrough is not far away a
the site has a “feel” of nearby open passage. |
wore a genuine “Goon Suit” for the first time in
many years and | still think they are the best e
digging clothes.
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Somerset Wigmore Swallet 2h 20m | Red Quar To the dig at the end of Drakels Maere we
28/9/92 removed some 5’ of sticky infill before calling i
Struan McDonald a day at a boulder stuck in mud. The potential
(WCC) here is not as good as | thought — or at least n

as easy. Our time may be better spent on othe
sites. Struan struggled a bit in the tighter sesti
of the cave but seemed to enjoy it in the long 1
Farner Booth told us that during the recent
murder investigations police divers investigate
the sump at the bottom of All Eights Mine
finding nothing but animal bones.

In the afternoon Struan, Jake, John Attwood a
| took an lvan made steel lid to Nettle Hole, th¢
depression of which is half filled with fresh cow
shit! Some work will need to be done here to p
lids on both entrances.

Somerset White Pit Ya hr Priddy Large turnout for what is a 5 man diglent
30/9/92 down early and drilled three shotholes ready f
Trev, Tim, Phil, Tim to bang the two rocks which were in the
Estelle, Andy way. Black space can be seen beyond the furt
Sparrow, Wormhole, rock which is blocking a superb phreatic roof
Brian Murless, Rich tube. Looks extremely promising. Tim later
Lewis, TonyWatt, banged these boulders. In the meantime a larg
Chris Tozer, Chris number of skiploads of spoil were hauled to th
Castle surface. | got fed up standing around getting ¢

so buggered off home for a wash then off to th
pub.
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Somerset White Pit 2h 10m | Priddy Over 40 skip loads were removed frioendig
1/10/92 and the area around the base of the entrance
Andy Sparrow, Trev shaft. Tim's bang of the previous night had do
Hughes, Davey an excellent job on the two offending boulders
Lennard and both were smashed up and mostly removs

There is no open way on at the end as had ho
except for a small, arched area of bedding witl
tiny decorations and a fine draught. A lot more
digging will need to be done to progress here.
The floor needs dropping a couple of feet all th
way in — hopefully down to bedrock. Still a very
promising site.
In the afternoon Jake, Davey, Trev and | tidied
up nearly all the surface digging equipment at
Stock Hill Mine Cave and transported it to the
Belfry. A good day.

Somerset Winford Redding 35m Winford Having a sore neck following a drunketh

Pits
7/10/92
Vince Simmonds

downstairs after the BEC dinner, | was please
be offered this trip by Vince on my recuperatin
afternoon off. Known locally as the “Redding
Pits” and off a lane of the same name these
workings are fairly extensive (c.1000’) and ver
loose in places. They would seem to be part o

J to




the once large ochre mines owned by the
Winford Red Co which closed down in the

have been surveyed by Chris Proctor and |
believe a survey exists in an MCG Jnl or Nsltr.
Much of this series is roomy, walking passage
with collapses necessitating the odd stoop or

left standing in places but these look like they
won't be there too much longer. One bat was

the mine. Nothing left in the way of artefacts
apart from sections of corrugated iron. Worht

crawl in places. There are several fine pit props

seen asleep and much guano noted throughout

sixties. The series of passages which we explored

one visit if only to get covered in bright red mud!
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Somerset Flower Pot 1hr Priddy 18 sacks of mud were removed from tiieaace
7/10/92 passage to the surface. This is the start of a
Trev, Andy Sanders, “new” Wednesday night dig at the end of the
Vince, Estelle entrance passage. It seems that the Wessex have
recently had a go here but gave up when it go
too small. If nothing else we are at least tidying
up the cave! Now we are aware of the Wigmore
underground river there could be much to be
gained from digging sites like this and Bowery
Corner Swallet — all are probable inlets
downstream from the present terminal sump.
Once again this is a real shitty dig.
Somerset 8/10/92 Still recuperating, | took thermbon off and had a drive round North Hill lookiaig
various sites likely to give access to the “maiainlt. Nothing of great interest noted apart fromatvi
we know already. At Stock Hill Mine Cave | spentrsotime camouflaging the spoil heap and at
Bowery Corner Swallet | tidied the entrance areag dug a large amount of sloppy mud out of the
pit leading to the lower culvert, which was praalig choked up. This should allow water flow to
proceed as normal — this site looking like it corddr its ugly head in the near future!
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Somerset White Pit 40m Priddy See below
Minor 12/10/92
discovery Alone
Still suffering from a trapped nerve | got piss#fisitting around and went down White Pit to sile
could add to the spoil dug at the end by Tim, TEestelle and Robin yesterday. They had cleaned
much of the terminal tube but had also gone in &Bbio the right — along the choked bedding plane.
As the lower dig had a puddle in | continued wogkirere and within about 20 mins had opened Up a
hole into open passage — “beckoning darkness” ndgdraught.
As soon as | had cleared enough sticky mud anastfsom the hole | managed to get into the small,
clean washed chamber beyond. Some 5’ square hgliths part of the dipping bedding plane and
has a clean, scalloped and relatively solid ceiliftge floor and upper end are of loose stones and
will probably present great problems when we coondig it out. Small stones dropped through holes
in the floor fell at least 10’ and the powerful dght seems to either originate from or disappéar ir
this area — it is difficult to tell with the predeatmospheric conditions and no fags to test thegnt!
Feeling that | had done enough for one day | hedaletthe pub. It may still be better to completely
clear the original part of trhe bedding plane i@ flope of entering more solid passage beyond this
new section. | feel that this will soon be a majendip cave.
Somerset White Pit 1hr Priddy Phil and Andy had a look at the newalpid
14/10/92 pulled a few rocks out before continuing digging
Phil, Tim, Andy out the clay filled bedding plane. Over 50 loads
Sanders, DidHadilov, hauled out to surface in pissing rain.
Chris Tozer, Brian
Murland, Pete Hellier,
Andy Sparrow, Angie
Garwood and bloke
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Somerset White Pit 1h 40m | Priddy Dug for a while in the new, clean-exssection
15/10/92 and filled several skips with rocks including two
Alone new skips which | had cut to shape earlier. The




way on would definitely seem to be in the floorn
beneath the boulders and digging here is a bit

at the bottom of the phreatic tube which
unfortunately had a 2" deep puddle in it. The
narrow rift to the right at the end was poked at
with a crowbar to reveal that it is actually one
side of a roomy phreatic tube which can be
relatively easily cleared. | dug here until | godt
wet and cold to continue. This is the obvious w
on and will need a lot of cleaning but draughts
strongly. It runs parallel with the open section
bedding plane just above and may by-pass the
loose section.

like Russian Roulette! | then moved on to the d
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Somerset
discovery

Attborough Swallet {25m Red Quar See below
Wigmore Swallet 1h 50m
18/10/92

Andy Sanders, Mike,
Dave (Cotham CG)

The Cotham have done an excellent job on re-ogeamid piping Attborough (or Red Quar) Swalle
and have re-entered the partly flooded rift, so@iddhg. They have also found a small decorated
chamber in the roof which | did not look at. Thelerf the main passage is a choked, narrow rift g
it was thought that a bang might open it up albiid two large sticks of Gelamex at the sideswd
cemented in boulders and connected it with 1m @ardhd a No.8 det. Fired eventually from the
surface by using an FX5 battery as my shot firkrsed to work. This is an excellent site and will
hopefully yield a good section of stream passagendo the Wigmore streamway.

We then all trooped off down Wigmore with a lifediand assorted climbing kit so that | could hav
crack at the aven above D.F.T.A. which | recenplgtied using my FX5 main beam. Andy lifelined
me and | climbed up the LH side on to the largelped boulders some 30’ with no obvious passal
way on. Feeling very exposed | managed to basthanpeg into the mud wall and scrambled bag
down again to the others, having to leave both pegstwo karabiners in place — an expensive bit|
new passage! It is a shame that this raher pleasentdoes not go up into the theoretical big stuf
above as it would have been much safer than VindeRachard’s horrific aven dig in Drake’s Hall.
The climb was christened Milk Tray Aven after a ecoemt by Mike — “and all because the lady loy
Milk Tray”. It also sums up the chocolate like memhting. At least it’'s another bit of Wigmore
crossed off. Cave dry.
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Somerset

White Pit 1h 25m | Priddy Jake dug in the clean RH passage whil
19/10/92 continued on at the end of the main dig (in the
Jake footsteps of Tim, Trev, Butch and four visiting

so bags and buckets were filled and six skips
hauled to surface. The clean dig collapses

promising. Jake seemed to be impressed desy
the total lack of draught.

Somerset

21/10/92 White Pit:- Trev, Brian Murli€ris Tozer, Andy Sparrow, Tim Large, Rich Lewisidy
Sanders, Pete Hellier, Gonzo. | hauled at surfackast 50 loads out. Still looking good. Lowered
one bucket covered in cow shit to the disgust o$¢éhbelow.
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SCOTLAND
Sutherland
discovery

Uamh an Coire 1h 15m | Inchnadamph See below
Dombhain

24/10/92

Nick Williams, Alan
Butcher, Goon,
Macolm McConville,
Martin Hayes, Kevin
Duke, Dave Stiles,
Jim Salvona, Derek
and Liz Ellis, Sandy,
Dick Grindley, Bob
Mehew (Jane)

GSG Dinner day. A host of us trooped up the Tilhliglley in superb weather conditions — sun,

German folkies of the previous day!) A dozen or

regularly and the dirty dig is filthy, wet and very
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snow on the hills, mild and calm — to look at daj$e(?) recently found by Tim Lawson and others
(?) but not dug. It was located in the side ofrgdadepression just “downstream” of Cuil Dubh Sin
An open 10’ deep hole against one solid limestoak and one loose boulder wall led to a choke
with an apparently large open void below. Everysetto and cleared loads of boulders and gras
from the hole until Malcolm McConville was ablegqueeze his way down into a sloping chambe
some 30’ across and 5’ high at about 60° with arflaf loose rock and gravel scree. This graduall
got lower and Malcolm had to dig his way along e $§ipoil being passed out and stacked in the si
Martin and Goon took over the digging and progrésdeng a relatively horizontal section for som
15’ or so. At this point | had a go and managesigioeeze through into a roomier cross passage with
evidence of having had a stream through it. Thevftkiream” bit became immediately choked but
followed the “upstream” section steeply up aboutdt@lmost vertical scree slope, pushing the
gravel aside as | went. | popped out into the toanother roomy, inclined chamber with another 20’
scree slope heading downwards and a low rumblinggavhich | at first took to be the noise of an
airplane as | assumed | had nearly reached thacgurAfter a while | realised that it was, in fabg
Cuil Dubh stream rushing past below the chamberr fidlartin joined me and a few rocks were
removed from a short section of passage leadigctd0’ climb in solid rock leading to the
streamway below. | went a few feet downstreampassage some 5’ wide by 2-3’ high until |
decided it was too wet in dry grots and let the-swgted Martin push on ahead. He followed the
passage for some 80-90 feet — stooping and walizgg— to a low but diveable sump.

Upstream closed down to a boulder choke almost idistely but there may be a diggable way
above, as there may be from the top of the 10hgitdhe downstream direction. As my lamp bracket
had now dropped off | headed out to the sun and ofdke assembled went in for a look. A most
successful bit of digging and hopefully this stemttion of streamway will yield more of the missing
system feeding Cnoc nan Uamh System.
Walked back down the valley briefly looking at \@ars sites and failing to find Inclined Rift Cave. A

=
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great day.
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SCOTLAND | 25/10/92 Another day of superb weather. | persuddiaidolm Stewart to have a dive in Waterfall
Sutherland Rising so Murdo McLeod, Liz, Jane and | accompahiia to the site and watched him insert most

of himself into the sump. It was flowing stronglycahe could not get round a bend about 6’ in
without a fair amount of gravel clearing. Beyonithrea it is clean washed and probably passabje.
We may have another look in the Spring.

SCOTLAND Harelawhill Mine 25m Penton As we were driving south via Langholm |
Dumfriesshire | 26/10/92 decided to have a look at this impressjve
(2 local lads) limestone mine written up in the latest Descent

(108). With some 2km of generally 10m wide,
inclined passage it is well worth a visit — likel a
modern version of the Dudley limestone
workings it was in use until the 1960s. Therg is
evidence of small natural passages in |[the
workings. Other interesting items include trams
and tramwheels, railway lines, cardboard
gelignite boxes, old drill bits etc. A small piece
of rail was salvaged for Cheg. As | first walked
in to one of the large, square entrances | heard
voices and soon met a couple of lads staggering
up the incline with an extremely dim torch|—
nearly an MRO rescue mission!
Well worth a visit for anyone crossing the
Scottish border in this area.
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Somerset Welsh's Green 1h 35m | Milton Vince and Jake had been steadily ingrlaway
Swallet here “worrying” the roof slabs at the end and
28/10/92 damming the stream when drilling. Lengths of
Jake, Vince detonator cord inserted in drill holes were

effectively bringing down hefty chunks of the
roof and the way on could be seen as well as a
strong outward draught. We went down to lay
possibly the last charge and to hopefully get into
new stuff if the previous charge had done enough
damage. Much debris was cleared and hauled
back to the lower aven. The way on was still tgo
tight so it was drilled and banged. Jake could see




a “hands and knees” size passage going on fg
least 8 feet. Looks good for a breakthrough
tomorrow. | also spent some time building a rg
fence around a superb bunch of selenite (?)
crystals just downstream of the major roof inle
Cave as mucky and wet as usual but still a
surprisingly pleasant trip. (The following day
Jake, Vince and Murray Knapp broke through
into about 150 ft of caveable passage — in one
place 15" wide — with dagger like selenite
crystals, straws, “cave ice” etc. This ends in a
loose boulder jamb which should be easily
passed with the aid of short scaffold poles. It
looks like we are on to another good system!)
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Somerset White Pit 1% hr Priddy Filled up ten skips — mostly with katerived
29/10/92 from the “clean washed” dig. | continued diggir
Alone here but just down dip of the choked pothole
which now had lots of large rocks in it, brought
down by Trev and Co the previous night. By
digging on down the bedding it may just be
possible to drop down in the floor beyond the
loose bit. Otherwise we will have to dig the
choked pot and shore up the back wall. Strong
steady draught entering the aforementioned
choked pot.
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Somerset Welsh’s Green 2 hr Milton See below
discovery Swallet
30/10/92
Jake, Vince, Rich
Blake
Pushing trip at the end of the 150’ found yesterd&e new stuff is very attractive with lots of
straws, a fine set of red stalactites/curtainsapdbfusion of large selenite crystals protrudirogf
the ubiquitous grey mud banks. One of the latténdeed like the tip of a diving knife and nearly ?
thick. A 40’ long inlet leads to a tiny chamber lwi fine piece of thin calcite false floor.*
At the end of the new section a roof collapse bdacthe way on. Jake inserted scaffold poles belg
a couple of huge slabs and then knocked out thstéeg. The other slabs did not come down so
pushed the wet squeeze beneath to emerge in asettt@n of “hands and knees” passage with th
usual mud walls. This was followed comfortably 7@ or so to another collapse which was dug
until Rich was able to squeeze below it for someublil it needed the floor digging to progress
further. It was left for another day and we returte the surface clearing various tools and juoknfr
the old dig on the way. The future here will entadre work but it is still promising — the cave
draughting strongly outwards. Another nice finthave now been on two discovery trips in one we
but 650 miles apart!
* Tested by John Eyre, Camborne School of Minesfandd to be a prismoidal form of selenite
(gypsum). These are normally rhomboid.
Somerset White Pit 3h 20m | Priddy At least 25 skip loads of rock weselld to
2/11/92 surface — mainly by Trevor. The clean washed
Andy Sparrow, Trev “chamber” — now christened “Klingons on the
Hughes Starboard Bow” by Tim Large was attacked wi
vigour. Large hanging blocks were prised dow
and then smashed up for removal. The inflowi
draught was very impressive and created a ve|
cold atmosphere. There is still a large amount
hard work to be done here before we break int
the guaranteed system below.
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Somerset White Pit 2h 20m | Priddy See below
discovery 4/11/92 1h 50m
pm. Alone

eve Vince, Rich, Trev
Tim, Estelle, Andy

Sparrow, Andy




Saunders, Pete Hellief | |

In the afternoon | broke up boulders and dug endlean washed, blocked pothole — throwing the
debris up into the bedding plane and keeping a \wgeyon the huge loose rocks in the roof! The
boulders broke up easily and | had soon droppefldbeby 2-3 feet, with black voids opening up
all sides. The pot soon took on a circular formhveitrift at the back, under the loose area where |
stacked a heap of spoil. After over 2 hours woekpht was some 6’ deep and the last few rocks
were prised out to reveal a wide, low bedding plaglew. This descends with the dip and is
bordered by loose rocks. There are now two opesntened holes into this area, one on each sidg
the pot. Feeling very satisfied after a lot of hauatk | retired for my tea and to phone up the lads
readiness for the evening session.

| arrived to find Tim, Vince, Rich, Andy Sandergdafindy Sparrow already down and digging
furiously to clear the way in. A few skiploads wérauled to surface then the message came bac
that Tim was into a large chamber. We dropped ¢kieny and the other eight of us followed him i
This chamber lay on the up dip side of the LH btiesadugh and was some 30’ long with the LH wa
made up of masses of loose rock, presumably gagirtg the surface. It was surprisingly horizonta
with lots of scattered straws and pure white staéscand a rubble floor. It was named “Talus Fou
due to the loose rock and the forbidden planet shawvStar Trek that night!

After sitting for a while to admire the chamber ént back to the pot to start digging the two
prospective down dip passages where the strongldralisappeared. The one on the LH side wag
later continued by Andy Sparrow who got in abouttd@ choke. The RH hole led to a blocked
phreatic tube with a mud floor. This could be theinmwvay on and will receive a concentrated effo
soon.

Meanwhile, back in Talus Four the others had duguth rocks under one of the walls to reveal g
second, larger chamber — again very well decordtee word came back and we joined them as t
pushed another choked section into the best findeohight — some 60’ of walking size phreatic /
breakdown tunnel ending in a diggable choke andméed along one wall with a great profusion
some of the finest, pure white or glass-like forimat on Mendip! Perfect stalactites, straws and
flowstones presented a superb site — rather likdPBasage in G.B. Cavern. | found a small nest g
cave pearls in the floor and there must surelythers. This passage will be taped and photograp
as soon as possible.

This is a superb discovery but the general conseisghat it is only an old upper level and that th
main route is down the dip. Time will tell. Someyting up was done as we jubilantly left the cave
celebrate with a bottle of champagne which | hatuftously brought along! It was good to tell the
landowner, Edward Masters, of the new find in thentér's that night and to organise a trip for hin
There is a great amount of work to be done here notdeast on the problems of general access
without smashing the place up.
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Somerset White Pit 1hr Priddy A swift trip to the best decorated prthe
5/11/92 extension where | started taping back from the
Alone present end towards the entrance. The red tape
was pegged down with large, orange, plastic tent
pegs and looked good. | had just enough tape|to
the last two of the three chambers. A nice plade
to be in alone.
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Somerset White Pit 2 Yahr Priddy Rich and I filled several skips follrocks but
6/11/92 did not haul them out. Andy joined us as we were
Rich Blake, Andy digging out the bottom of the 8’ pot in order to
Sanders, Tuska, Mark reach the phreatic tube previously noticed. After
Holden (WCC), a couple of hours of hard work we reached and
Graham Bromley opened up the entrance to this body sized tube
only to find it was apparently blocked by mud
banks after about 15 ft. Tuska and Co passed |by
on their way to a photographic trip (And Sparrow
and Chris Castle had dug at the end of the pretty
stuff earlier in the day and Robin Gray, Shaun
Morgan and Estelle had also been down on a
photographic trip).
Somerset White Pit 3% hr Priddy See below
8/11/92
Tony Boycott, Tim
Large, Pete Hellier,
Anthony Butcher, Phil




Romford, Martin
Grass
| took Tony on a tourist trip to the end dig. Hasasuitably impressed. We then continued with the
dry dig started by Andy & Co on Saturday. They dad a trench in sand for some 20’ to an area |of
large, embedded boulders. We managed to move affdvese and stack them in the decorated
chamber but eventually they became too large fibwtthout either chemical persuasion or a lot of
hammer work. The way on appears to be at a lowet taut this is blocked by the boulders. There|is
a slight draught. After nearly three hours herepaeked it in and went back to see how the otherg
were getting on at the down dip dig below the 1&. fhey had cleared some 20’ of steeply dipping
bedding to a solid T-junction. The way to the lgés boulder blocked butto the right led to a small
low area partly blocked by rocks and emitting a ogvdraught. | cleared a few out but could not
get through into man sized passage. A lot moreidgavill need to be done here before we get into
the major cave which almost certainly lies below.
A good couple of dozen skips of boulders were edsnoved from the entrance passage. Another
good afternoon’s work.
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Somerset White Pit 2h 40m | Priddy | went over first to dig in the phreatic artgelow
9/11/92 2h 5m the 10’ pot. Rich joined me and we cleared out a
a.m. Phil Romford, few rocks until Phil and Andy appeared. We then
Rich Blake, Andy hauled out several skiploads of rock to the
Sparrow, Jim surface. When the “old age pensioners” arrived
Hanwell, Brian everyone except Richard went on a tourist trip|to
Prewer, Edward the decorated chambers — mainly for the benefit
Merten, Dave Causer of the landowner, Edward Masters. All were
Chris Hawkes suitably impressed, especially Edward and Brian
p.m. Jake, Vince, and Phil took several photos. | left the mob and
Rich, Trev joined Rich back at the lower dig and we worked

on until lunchtime loomed up.

In the afternoon the “unemployed” team returned
to the fray and nearly 60 skiploads of rock werge
hauled out before boredom set in and we headed
on into the cave — Jake and Rich on a tourist tfip
to the pretties and the rest of us to the lower djg
A fair bit of work was done on the dig before
time and stacking space ran out. Lots and lots|of
rock to come out of here and plenty of toil to
keep everyone occupied for the foreseeable
future. A bloody good day’s caving.

Somerset White Pit 2h 10m | Priddy About 30 skip loads of debris remotgedurface
10/11/92 from the entrance slope. It is now nearly empty —
Rich, Butch, Steve well it was until we filled it with rocks from the
Redwood, Gonzo slope below the 10’ pot! Butch, Gonzo and Stgve

had a tourist trip.
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Somerset White Pit 2 Yahr Priddy 80 skip loads to surface, mostly fibwn bottom
11/11/92 of the first pot, the lower bedding plane ramp and
Ank (PCG), John the passage beyond, christened temporarily the
Christie, Estelle second pot. For the first hour or so | concentrated
Sandford, Tony on building a heavy duty drystone wall in the
Boycott, Chris Castle, loose area at the bottom of the entrance shaft jand
Trev Hughes, Andy starting another wall opposite this. Andy Farrant
Farrant (UBSS), Andy went to look at the sediments and passage
Sanders, Pete Hellier, development and Ank and John had a tourist trip
Andy Sparrow to the pretties. Just as we left a large part ef th

talus slope in the first chamber collapsed,
narrowly missing TonyB and temporarily
blocking the route to the chambers. Lots more
work to be done.

Somerset White Pit 2 hr Priddy | took Jane on a tourist trip to thetpies while
16/11/92 Trev continued digging in the "2pot”. | took a
Jane, Trev Hughes few photos of the formations and one of Jane

underground — a rare sight! We then returned to
Trevor and Jane left the cave while we continyed




hauling talus debris up the slope to the foot ef
“1% pot”. The main way on seems to be straigh
down in the floor and there are indications of t
roof of another bedding plane (?) appearing.

Several tons of debris needs to be removed fr
this area though. On the way out one skip load
was hauled to surface.
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Somerset

White Pit
23/11/92
Alone

3h 35m

Priddy

Following a week of cold/flu | wasoalh ready
for a caving trip! | continued digging in the™2
pot” until | reached a solid floor about 8’ down
from the lip of the bedding plane above. A cles
washed but stone filled dipping bedding plane
passage led on at the bottom. As most of the [
consisted of small rocks and mud | put it all in
sacks and poly bags, each of which was strop
ready for removal. | must have filled at least 4(
of these. A few larger rocks were dragged out
the base of the “1Pot”. | was able to squeeze
into the new descending bedding plane for a fé
feet to pull out loose stones but a lot more
clearing of spoil at the g Pot” will make
further progress here a lot easier. Phil, Tim an
Co. have started a rock and concrete wall abo
the “1%' Pot” which will hopefully hold up the
ominous looking boulders in the ceiling. The
cave was quite wet and the gurgling and dripp
noises of tiny streams was quite fascinating. L
more work to do here but it looks more
promising by the minute.
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Somerset

White Pit

25/11/92

p.m. Rich Blake

Eve. Andy Sp., Andy
S., Nick Hawkes,
Brian M, Chris Tozer,
Pete Hellier

1%hr
1h 35m

Priddy

The 40 or so bags filled on Monday at thédm
of the “2" Pot” were hauled up by Richard to tk
base of the “I Pot”. | dodged the stones at the
bottom and also dug out the inlet (?) passage
opposite the top of the "2Pot” for some 6’ to
where it became too small. This is possibly
another, smaller bedding plane and may be w
digging.

In the evening we hauled all the bags to the pg
and several were transferred into skips and
hauled to surface. A large amount of stones of
assorted sizes were passed hand to hand as f
the bottom of the “1 Pot”, so much so that we
created a fair sized chamber below th¥ Rot”.
Another good day’s work despite the foul
weather.

Somerset

White Pit
26/11/92
Trev Hughes

1h 40m

Priddy

Another 40 or so bags were filled stadked at
the bottom of the “¥' Pot”. We now need
another good hauling session to clear the tons
spoil which is becoming embarassingly in the
way.
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Somerset

White Pit

29/11/92

Trev Hughes, Chris
Castle

2h 5m

Priddy

Cleared a few loads from the bottorthef*1™
Pot” and then hauled out at least 40 sacks fror
the base of the 8 Pot”. After a small amount o
digging by Trev in the RH passage at the bottg
he opened up an almost passable phreatic tul
heading down dip into possible blackness! Log
good for a breakthrough soon. Tomorrow will
perhaps yield something interesting.

Somerset
discovery

White Pit
30/11/92
Trev, Rich Blake,

5h 35m

Priddy

See below
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Andy Sparrow | |

At least another 30 bag loads were hauled fromiaPfePot” and lots moved outwards from thé™1
Pot”. The descending tube was intersected by &adlig the slope, just below its entrance, by whic
time Andy had pushed on through a small phreabe for about 15’ to a partial blockage of rocks
and the way on visible beyond. Then ensued a frehzygging with me at the front madly draggin
out embedded rocks as | slowly crawled forwardser®$ome 30’ of this very hard work | was
stopped by two large, calcited boulders. With tideod Rich and a small crowbar these were
eventually dislodged and | pushed through intoajpen passage beyond — unfortunately having a
pink flowstone covered floor with a tiny streamviiog oper it and disappearing down the passag
On squeezing through | found myself at the top step calcite slope in a roomy phreatic tube
which dropped immediately into a well decoratechpt# some 30’ deep, Coffee Pot. Rich joined
and several awkward rocks were removed from theezpiand cast into the depths with a satisfyi
series of crunches. Andy was despatched back tpatfseto collect the hauling rope and the 4
crowbar was wedged across the pot as a temporkay. thésing the rope as a psychological aid | fn
climbed down the beautiful calcite covered wallsahtbelled out at the bottom to some 8’ wide by

15’ long. Below the pot was a .20’ deep rift wigveral large and dangerously loose boulders af i

head. These were trundled into the hole and th&ei climbed down to a floor of boulders with th
way on probably buried below. Many of these rockd fresh scars indicating a (relatively) recent
collapse. The the RH side of the pot bottom a lamening gave access to a long and ¢.50’ high
chamber with a boulder floor and a couple of ativacareas of white flowstone high up on the wa
A goodly spray of water descended from the cedirmgpssibly from the tiny streamway noted by
Trevor halfway along the crawl to the head of Cefft. Having done enough for one day and be
exhausted, filthy and damp we returned slowly togtirface pausing for coffee and whisky at the
“2" Pot”. We had hoped to leave open passage for Fiihand Co to look at but this was not to b|
They will no doubt be pissed off! An excellent dayvork with its just rewards. We now need to b
Coffee Pot, dig out the floor of the crawl and cdengly clear the “¥ Pot” area as well as hosing it
all down. The dig at the end could be a long tesmljut we might be lucky. The hight chamber —
Masters Hall — needs a good look at and may hatbe tmlted to check for high level leads. It wou
seem that we are on a fault line and there istandigpossibility of further pitches dropping sght
down to the unknown reaches of the Swildon’s streayn Time will tell.

=

[L=]

Is.

1Y

ng

e.
DIt

Id

Page 65

Somerset
discovery

White Pit 2h 20m | Priddy See below
1/12/92

Andy Sparrow, Chris
Castle, Robin Brown

Andy was going down to bolt Coffee Pot so | joirieoh with intentions of clearing gravel from the
final crawl. On reaching this, the last section fsd to be an inch deep pool which has added
element of misery to the trip! Andy put in one 8lrholt and | found a natural back up belay so we
tied on a rope and slid down for another look atehd. Yesterday Andy had noticed a possible h
level route and he climbed up some 20’ into thislevhhad a look in Masters Hall. There are a
couple of possible climbs here which will need perto aid in getting back down. Suddenly there
was a scream of joy from Andy and a sodding greagtas he hurled a boulder down a virgin,
apparently 50’ deep pitch. | scrambled up to jdm hnd was amazed to look out over a very wide
pitch / chamber with a phreatic roof tube possibading upwards to further passage — maybe the
decorated parts of the cave (Talus IV). On thesiide of the pitch an attractive bank of flowstone
glistened with running water — another small streaatering the system. Not having enough rope
SRT kit there was little else we could do apartfrandy putting in a bolt ready for tomorrow. Chr
and Robin came down for a look and | headed outimgovarious offending rocks and building
another drystone wall near the entrance on the way.

Judging by the size of this new pitch we havehstjackpot. There must be a very big system
awaiting us with the possibility of a fine verticaistem down to the streamway. Andy is delighted
he had prophesied exactly this happening and dbigadl coming true just as he imagined it. Ruil
tomorrow.

AN

h

as

Page 66

Somerset

2/12/92 White Pit. A.Sparrow, T.Large,dMmord, C.Tozer, B.Murliss, C.Castle, P.Hellier,
T.Hughes, Estelle: - underground. Vince, Rich Blakd me at surface. AS, TL, PR, CT, BM and
CC later followed by PH went to the bottom wheredpmbseiled the new pitch to a choked floor &
¢.50" in a large chamber. Some fine nests of caalp were noted and Brian also traversed in the
roof into a few feet of choked passage. One ottimebs in Masters Hall was also done. Meanwhil
the rest of us hauled out about 70 loads of rockrand — about 2/3 of the remaining spoil. Our gr
hopes of yesterday were not fulfilled but onceftber choke is removed | am sure we will be off
again!
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Somerset

White Pit
Swildon’s Hole
3/12/92

Trevor Hughes

2hr
20m

Priddy

| had decided to do a quick tourist trip dhotle
new pitch in White Pit followed by a wash off i
the almost flooded Swildon’s Hole and was jus

about to leave when Trevor arrived. In White Ri

| bagged up a few loads of rock at th&*Rot”
then we carried on down using SRT kit. The ng
pitch is very attractive with a superb flowstone
slope all down one side and shimmering with t
small stream flowing over it. At its base this
turns into a slope of small gours with several
mint imperial sized cave pearls — superb but
vulnerable. Some digging was done at the bag
the pot in loose rocks and gravel and following
the flowstone downwards — this indicating that
the infill has occurred since the calcite deposit
formed. Having decided that this dig will be a
long term job we headed out to the durface an

[

d

drove across to Swildons for a refreshing wet trip

to the top of the Twenty Foot Pot. 50p well spe
and cheaper than the launderette. An excellen
afternoon’s caving.

nt
t

Somerset

Wigmore Swallet
6/12/92
Pete Bolt

1hr

Red Quar

Ross White has recently pre-emptesl Bt by
pushing downstream through three more short
sumps into open, narrow, going passage. Keit
Savory has plans to dive upstream and has ta
his gear down in preparation. Pete intends to ¢
downstream (with Keith?) next weekend so thi
trip was to get two of his bottles as far into the
cave as possible considering the flood conditig
following some 2-3 weeks of steady rain. Pete
unfortunately was dressed in a furry suit and
TSA oversuit, not quite realising how wet and
cold the cave gets. To add insult to injury his
FX2 lamp failed to work! In high water
conditions we managed to get the bottles to th
alcove just below “Ghandi’'s Pyre” where Pete
gave up. | went on to the head of Blackbird Po
which looked impressively wet, before retreatir
to the surface with a cold, wet and lightless Pe
This is a magnificently sporting trip in really we
weather and the whole cave is cleaning up nic
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Somerset

Stock Hill Mine Cave
9/12/92
Alone

Y4 hr

Priddy

Swift trip to assess the ater levelthin
mineshaft and natural passage. In the shaft it
some 3’ or so above the top of the short level
the base of the shaft. In the natural passage th
water level lay some 4’ below the horizontal
scaffold pole — about 25’ above the bottom of {
dug pitch. This meant that the two water levels
are at about the same height and could be
connected — however tentatively. | removed th
aluminium “ladder” from the dig before it
became submerged. Not much hope of a sudd
breakthrough by the water | am afraid. The
surface landscaping has mellowed in nicely.

en

Somerset

White Pit

9/12/92

Phil R, Andy
Saunders, Andy
Sparrow, Brian M,
Chris T, Rich B, Pete
H, Estelle Sandford

2 hr

Priddy

At least 50 skip loads of spoil werelled from
the bottom of the first slope to surface. This h3
cleared all the available debris from above tfie
Pot (now officially named!) and the spoil furthe
down can hopefully be lost underground. Andy
“Eyebrow” and Estelle had a tourist trip to the
bottom.
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Somerset

White Pit
10/12/92
Rich Blake

1%hr

Priddy

25 kg of dry readymix cement was ta¢tewn
and the bottom of the large drystone wall belo
the entrance shaft was pointed up. A scaffold
pole was also cemented in place to assist in

holding back the talus slope. We then spent some

time bagging and hauling spoil from the base of

the ' Pot to enable access to Talus 4 to be
regained. Much stabilisation and concreting

needs to be done now to hold back various arg¢as

of the talus cone. Another useful session.

Somerset
discovery

White Pit
11/12/92
Alone

2h 40m

Priddy

After filling a few skips and bagdfas fPot |
carried on to the dig at the end of Talus 4,
beyond the “Pretties”. Hammering the large
embedded boulders failed to produce any use

results so | dug on down into the floor betweer

them just to make some working space. Suddenly

the solid wall ahead gave out to reveal a low
airspace full of clay and boulders. After a lot of
hard graft prising out and stacking the slimy

rocks | managed to squeeze down into some 10’

of passage with one solid wall and a solid roof|
the other wall being comprised of debris,
boulders and broken red stalagmites. | was
unable to move much loose rock in this crawl
and as time was running out | gave up. This is

now a two or three thin men dig but looks quite
promising, the way ahead being a low tube with

an apparently sandy floor and a distinct draug

nt.

Somerset

White Pit

13/12/92

Tony Boycott, Trev
Hughes

2 hr

Priddy

Dug at the end — beyond “The Prettidster a
lot of rock passing | managed to turn round in
crawl and face head first down the passage.
Despite the draught there was unfortunately n
obvious way on without a lot more work. Tony

and | bet Trevor that this passage will end up at

the top of the 50’ Prophecy Pot — to the tune o
four pints! | brought out an old piece of
stalagmite.
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Somerset

White Pit
14/12/92
Rich Blake

1h 20m

Priddy

In the morning Rich and | transpodederal
fertiliser bags full of sand and stone dust from
Les Williams’ house at Yoxter to the entrance
White Pit. After a pub lunch we returned to the|

of

case and used up ¥2 bag of cement to mortar the
wall below the entrance pitch and to add a coyple

of rocks to the wall at the top of th& Rot. Lots
more yet to do.

Somerset

White Pit
16/12/92
Brian Murliss, Chris

Tozer, Andy Sanders

20m

Priddy

44 skips of spoil to surface from baks2"6Pot
and above.

Somerset

Welsh’s Green
Swallet
17/12/92

Rich Blake

2h 5m

Milton

Despite the recently wet conditions tave was
not particularly wetter than normal. Finding no
ladder on the first pitch | had to free climb the
entrance shaft and use that ladder in the cave
went straight to the end and Rich inserted

himself in the grotty, little and half-submerged
crawl where he somehow managed to drill twg
6" shotholes. | then passed him a metre of

We

Pentaflex and a No.8 det. He laid the cord charge

in the shotholes and we retired a few feet up tk
passage to fire it. Then commenced the stead
and monotonous crawl back to the surface —

literally “brightened up” by my FX5 lamp which

ne




revealed the very attractive orange, yellow and
grey colours in the cave to the full. It is hoped
that this bang will give the lads enough room tp
work on the loose slabs ahead.

Somerset White Pit 3h 35m | Priddy We surveyed the whole cave in onsogthat
20/12/92 Trev can draw it ip ready for further work over
Rob Harper, Trev the Christmas holiday. Met hungover Tim and
Hughes, Tim Large, Phil creating a sunken path in Talus IV. From
Phil Romford later overheard comments it seems that they do

not appreciate the cementing work that Rich and
| did in the entrance. We couldn'’t give a shit —fat
least we got down and did it! It is a real shame
that the overbearing attitude of these two part-
time diggers is putting a shadow on this
otherwise excellent piece of digging and
exploration. The cave is 600’ long and 155’
deep. The Talus IV passage promises much,
being on the strike. The lower series goes down
dip and also has great potential. Watch this
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Somerset 21/12/92 Rich Blake and | took the newnatle by Ivan Sanford over to Ubley Warren Pot — it
fitted perfectly. One bolt hole was drilled — thiteego. We then collected more sand from Les
Williams and took a couple of steel shackles to Mbge Swallet entrance in preparation for
repairing the lid hinges. It was too cold to go dowelsh’s Green Swallet.

Somerset White Pit 1h 55m | Priddy Rich B, Vince and | went to the ehdalus IV

23/12/92 and Vince dug at the end until stopped by a

Trev, Chris Tozer, couple of awkwardly sized boulders. Phil and Co

Brian Murliss, Phil, dug at the end of the main passage — moving

Vince, Rich Blake, loads of rocks but not making significant

Pete Hellier, Estelle, progress. We all moved out and shifted several

Rich Lewis bags of boulders from Pot 2 to surface. Several
Acros also went out. Thence to the pub for a pre-
Christmas Eve piss up.

Somerset 24/12/92 Trev Hughes, Rich Blake, PopeterRand | did a surface survey of White Pit tyiing to
the B.M. on my front wall.

Somerset White Pit 1h 20m | Priddy Firstly to Priddy Green to watch kherris Men
26/11/92 and the Mendip Hunt and borrow Trev’'s Bosch
Alone drill. Then to White Pit where | drilled several

c.8mm holes in the loose boulders at the dig atr
the end of Talus IV. In one of the holes | inserted
a No.8 detonator and fired it from near the
Pretties. Because | had also stitch drilled thé& rpc
| got an excellent result — the boulder being in
several parts. As there was very little in the way
of fumes | inserted another 2 No.8 dets, wired|in
parallel into the remaining lumps and
successfully fired these before retiring to the
Hunter’s. This seems to be a cheap and usefu
technique for removing offensive, small

boulders.
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Somerset White Pit 2h 5m Priddy Four No.8 dets were used separatediiatholes
27/12/92 to buck up the boulders at the dig beyond Talys
Ivan Sanford IV. | was then able to get in and assess the

potential. It doesn’t look very hopeful though

when we have dug out the sand floor we may
have a better idea as to what is there. Ivan had a
solo tourist trip around all of the cave.

Somerset 29/12/92 Assisted Trev Hughes with a serdarvey and Nick Williams with a Molephone radio
location of Welsh’s Green Swallet. Trevor plotted straight line course of the survey on the grolind
and levelled along it. Nick eventually received signal from Ros Bateman ans lvan Sanford at the
second dam in the cave — a few metres from the/dsd.present were Murray Knapp, Estelle




Sandford and Graham Johnson. (Vince and Rich Bda&a&lue to bang the cave this evening).
The radio location point is only a couple of mefiresn the plotted survey point — an excellent res
The cave is heading directly for Walcombe Hangirtge-deep valley behind Wells — and must dr
steeply very soon or ot would be resurging hergloAd afternoon’s work in clear but frezzing
conditions. (At a supposed 29m below us, Roz aad bould distinctly hear us jumping up and
down on the surface as if it was in an upstairsndo
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Somerset

White Pit
30/12/92

Chris Castle, Pete
Hellier

2 Y% hr

Priddy

I went down first and looked aroundktie first
part of Talus IV for possible routes towards Tw
Titties Swallet. Collapsing boulders in the talus
cone soon deterred me of this. At the dig beyg
“the Pretties” | was joine by Pete, and later,
Chris. We moved rocks and sand for a while b
there was no obvious way on. We then moved

in

nd

ut
on

to the dig just above (where Phil and Co dug last

week) and shifted a few boulders, rocks and
pebbles. A long term dig. It's time to move to t
lower series!

ne

Somerset

Welsh's Green
Swallet

31/12/92

Rich Blake, Vince
Simmonds

1h 55m

Milton

Last trip of this very successful yedet's hope
it's an omen! Rich cleared, drilled and laid a
small charge at the end, in horrific conditions.
Vince and | passed rocks back and the drill etg
forward. Wet, cold, full of grit and with assorte
light pox we left the cave until next year. WE
will all be very pleased when this one is finishe

d

Somerset
discovery

White Pit

4/1/93

Rich Blake, Trev
Hughes

3 hr

Priddy

| first went down alone and after fitli a few
bags with rocks at thé"2Pot | continued to the
dig below Coffee Pot, where | was not
impressed. Uninspired by suicidal digging | we
up into Masters Hall and for want of anything
better to do started free climbing the rift at the
end. This was relatively easy and | was soon @
an attractively decorated ledge some 30’ up. H
| admired some small crystal-lined pools whils
waiting for Trev and Rich. They were soon to [
heard so | requested the lengths of SRT rope
which had been left at thé“ZPot. These soon
appeared and were thrown up to me. | found 4
superb thread belay on the ledge and set off
upwards again, lifelined from below. At about
60’ | reached another ledge and the end of the
available line. Rich climbed to the ledge and th
two ropes used were hten tied together as one
abseil line of .60’ belayed at the top to a secq
superb thread belay. From the second ledge |
climbed another 15’ or so in a tight rift to wherg
it became too narrow for further progress, thod
draughting. There are some fine formations in
this aven and a couple of too tight inlets. Rich
and | then abseiled down and spent some time
digging below Coffee Pot and at the bottom of
the superb Prophecy Pot — both to no avail. At
pm we jacked it in and headed for the pub. Th
cave has now run out of easy option digs. |
consider Trevor’s favourite dig below Coffee P
to be extremely dangerous., the huge rocks to
removed holding up the floor of Masters
Chamber above! The bottom dig will not be ea
either but may still be the best bet. (Aven later
pushed for ¢.20" more by Pete Bolt)
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Somerset

Welsh's Green
Swallet

1h 35m

Milton

High and cold water conditions. Sjtgito the
end where Rich attempted to push the way on




6/1/93
Vince, Rich

Several rocks were dragged back but the exce
of water ensured that the dam kept filling very
rapidly and had to be continually drained.
Eventually we gave up — the end needing drilli
and banging but in drier conditions to avoid
totally fucking the drill. There is only some 3-4
of rock keeping us from open passage but it
seems that another bang is needed. Vince hag
look and noted that the roof is rising and that
inlet water heard ahead seems to be dropping

1 a

or

falling over boulders. The squeeze leading to the

end “chamber” appears to be desperate but | |
yet to do it. | look forward to the occasion! (Laf
pushed by Rich and Vince for 15’ to another sl
blockage!)
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Somerset

Wigmore Swallet
8/1/93
Rich Blake, Vince

1h 40m

Red Quar

Down to Yeo Pot to recover 4 x128 bottles
and a couple of tackle sacks of diving gear left
by Vince, Ross and Trebor following Ross’s
successful recent dive through the 62m long
Downstream Sump 7. The cave was decidedly
damp and we all got very wet and cold. Dragg
this amount of kit out is quite a struggle and ha
on the equipment but is all part of the effort to
push on in this potentially major system. Total
visits to date:- 180 Time U/G:-307h 20m
(On 21/1/93 Ross and Trebor passed 5m Sum
and 10m Sump 9 to several hundred feet of bi
streamway ending in a 30’ pitch!)

ng
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Somerset

Stock Hill Mine Cave
11/1/93
Alone

25m

Priddy

Recovered most of the short lengthsaffsld
pole and the extenders from the bottom of the
entrance shaft. Hauled them out and took thern
White Pit ready for the shoring of the dig below
Masters Hall. The water level in the natural pit
was some 15’ below the scaffold bar —i.e. att
level of the phreatic tube on the far wall. This
indicates that the water does drain away and
work will resume here in the summer.

n to
v
ch
he

Somerset

White Pit

13/1/93

Ivan, Andy Sandford,
Estelle, Brian Murliss,
Chris Tozer, Pete
Hellier

2% hr

Priddy

All the scaffold and extenders frotack Hill
Mine Cave were taken down to the dig below
Masters Hall and most were put in place to he
prevent a collapse of the floor of this chamber
On the way down about ten loads of rock were
hauled up from the"® Pot. This area is now
cleared and the sections of conveyor belt wereg
dreagged up to the'Pot. At the dig it is
apparent that the phreatic rift leading straight
ahead connects with the potential way on. The
plan is to clear this to give us a safer routéhto t
“working face” than the present unstable pit. A
good night's work.

©
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Somerset

Sandpit Hole
14/1/93
Alone

Priddy

Took advantage of one beautiful afternoon
amongst scores of dreadful ones to walk the

White Pit / Sandpit Hole area and to look in the

entrance of the several animal dens (badger?
the sides of this impressive collapse. An
interesting digging project could be undertaker
here, but where would we start? Noticed an
infilled collapse (?) two fields up from
Ebborways Farm towards Pen Hill Mast — this
may be worth a look in snowy and frosty
conditions.
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Somerset White Pit 2% hr Priddy One long scaffold pole was taken dtwihe
17/1/93 Masters Hall dig and wedged in. a couple of
Tim Large, Trev, Rich hours digging and stabilizing was done here and
Blake, Jake, Estelle the two avens in Masters Hall were re-climbed
and surveyed — the higher one at 120’ above the
floor!! There were no obvious open ways on buit
there are a couple of potential dig sites. Jake
bottomed the cave and brought the long crowhar
to the dig. On the way out we removed the
calcited rocks at the end of the pool above Coffee
Pot.
Somerset White Pit 1%hr Priddy Tourist trip for Dig and Alastair both Talus IV
18/1/93 and Prophecy Pot — alastair having some trouble
Dig Hartilow (MCG) with the “squeeze” above Coffee Pot. | did a
Alastair Prior modicum of digging below Masters Hall. The
visitors were well impressed and a nice time was
had by all.
Somerset G.B. Cavern 1%hr Charterhouse  Took this visiting U.S. caveadourist trip
21/1/93 around G.B. doing a round trip and avoiding the
Mike Di Tonto Ladder Dig Extension as Mike weighed 220 Ibs,
(Potomac is 6’ 2", is a lousy climber abd as he admitted, [‘a
Speleological Club) big fat motherfucker”. On the way out | climbed
up to the blockage of old cars in the base of the
1968 collapse. The cave was very wet but the
lake at the bottom was only some 30’ long. A
pleasant fester which | think Mike enjoyed
despite his having to use a ladder on all thelittl
climbs.
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Somerset White Pit 2 Yahr Priddy We dug in the boulder choke below teiasHall
24/1/93 until it became so dodgy that we decided to leave
Trev, (Tim, Phil) it to settle for a few days. If it dropped on angon
they would be flattened instantly. | do not like
this dig at all! There is a 4’ or so deep gap m th
floor and a tiny stream trickling in. At least we
managed to shift a fair amount of boulders and
spoil. In the meantime Tim and Phil dug at the
end of Talus IV.
Somerset Wookey Hole Cave [20m Wookey Holel After a pleasant spell of “bushvitiag” around
25/1/93 the Ebbor Gorge area we went for a quick tourist
Mike Di Tonto (PSG) trip through the showcave accompanied by a
(+ guide) pleasant lady guide. | was not over impressed
with the relatively new and excessive amount of
lighting in the cave — apart from in th& 9
Chamber where the beddings in the walls are
very distinct.
Somerset White Pit 1h 20m | Priddy Concreting session at tfiéPbt. Phi and Tim’s
27/1/93 wall was brought up to the ceiling of hanging
Brian Murliss, Chris boulders. Life was not made easy by dropping
Tozer, Estelle (Tim, the bag of cement down the entrance shaft and by
Phil) three of the four of us doing the walling running
out of light!
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Somerset Wigmore Swallet 1h 25m | Red Quar Very pleasant and very damp trigndo the

29/1/93
Vince, Rich, Jake

bottom of Yeo Pot to retrieve four empty diving
bottles, and a large Daleswear tackle bag
belonging to Ross and Trebor. This lot was all
relatively easily dragged out to surface. All the
mud in the cave which is near a stream is bein
cleared out — why wasn't it cleared before we
broke in? The river stinks of cow shit, as does
surface where we park the cars. At the bottom

the
of

the entrance shaft the waterfall is still digging ¢

D




a potential passage which | must have a good
look at some time. Nice, refreshing trip.
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Somerset White Pit 1%hr Priddy Tim dug at the end of Talus IV whileev dug in
31/1/93 the boulders below Masters Hall. | turned up
Tim Large, Trev later on to continue the walling operation abov,
Hughes the £' Pot and was joined by Tim who assisted.
A 6’ length of angle iron was concreted in and
three feet or so of walling cemented into
position. There is still a lot of work to be done
here to make this area completely slump-free.
Somerset White Pit 1h 55m | Priddy Continued with the walling projecbaé the i
1/2/93 Pot. About half a bag of cement was used and
Alone good amount of wall built up. | also partly tidie
up the site, removing various bits of wood.
Somerset White Pit 1%hr Priddy Afternoon shift to continue with thall
3/2/93 building and general clearing up of the entrang
Rich Blake (Trev area. It is all beginning to come together now and
Hughes) (visitor — another couple of working trips should see it
Dany) finished.
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Somerset White Pit 3hr Priddy | led the other three on a tourist taghe end of
4/2/93 Talus IV, where Tim’s bang fumes of the
Ray Mansfield, Fred previous night were very obvious, then on dow
Davies, Nick the pitches to the bottom. They were suitably
Williams, Franco impressed by the formations and sporting naty
OHaviani (ltaly) of the cave. They then went on to Swildon’s
Hole for a wash while | continued with the
walling project — this time immediately below
the entrance shaft where a possible slump col
occur. About a third of the work here was
completed. (Franco preferred Swildon’s!) (Fre(
noticed CQin Prophecy Pot see p.109)
Somerset White Pit 2h 10m | Priddy Trev helped me by lowering a few sodkwn
712193 the entrance shaft and taking a couple of phot
Trev Hughes (Tim, He then departed for the bottom to continue w
Phil) his snaps. Tim and Phil had already gone to th
dig at the end of Talus IV. | carried on alone a
finished off the cementing of the steps / spoll
wall at the base of the entrance shaft. | theadil
up a few skips of mud and left everything to
settle. Tim and Phil's dig needs moe work and
they locked Trevor in the cave!
Somerset White Pit 1h 40m | Priddy A tourist trip to the end of Talusdwd to the
8/2/93 top of Prophecy Pot for 61 year old, “ex-oxyge
John Buxton, Rich cave diver John Buxton. Despite it being his fif
Blake (surface visitor real “caving” trip — as opposed to cave diving -+
Vin Garbutt) in about 20 years he coped well and was
favourably impressed. Rich had a look at Tim
and Phil's dig and reported it to be sand choke
at the end but quite promising. | took a couple
photos in Talus IV and on the way out of the
cave laid a few more cemented rocks on the tg
slope wall. Several skip loads of mud were als
hauled out. Good trip.
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Somerset White Pit 2h 20m | Priddy Another skip load of cement was mauand a
10/2/93 bit more wall erected. | then started to clear th
Alone immediate area of mud and bailed the pool int

the ' Pot. Several skiploads of mud and stone
were filled and also half a dozen or so bags. T
were stacked ready for hauling out. Thisisa b
mud filled phreatic passage and even if it
connects with the known lower cave it should




dug anyway to help in understanding the
development of this system.

Somerset White Pit 2% hr Priddy Andy went on a self-guided tourigt twhile |
Minor 12/2/93 continued digging in the muddy phreatic tube
discovery Andy Dennis, Chris above the ¥ Pot. Several skips and bags were
Castle filled and progress along this large passage was
good. Chris Castle turned up and progress
became even better as he dug out the floor
behind me. At the cross passage | dug straight on
into the vertical mud wall just to see if thre wag
any possible — probably mud filled — way on
directly down dip. In only a couple of feet my
theory was vindicated as an open (!) passage
revealed. By clearing rocks | was able to enter
some 5’ of low, arched passage with a clean
washed ceiling and a few straws — destroyed as |
went forward. Another 5’ or so went on ahead
but too low and possibly calcited up. There were
indications of a slight draught. This is obviously
the top of an almost completely filled, walking
size phreatic bore tube going straight down the
dip. It may be the original route to the top of
Prophecy Pot or it may go somewhere
completely different. Time will tell.
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Somerset White Pit 2% hr Priddy Zot and the Dutch visitors did thenstard
14/2/93 tourist trip to the Pretties and Prophecy Pot while
Trev Hughes, Zot, Trev and | dug in the phreatic tube. | dug in frgnt
Marcel Dikstra while Trev widened the passage behind me. Lpts
(UBSS) Annelet of large, waterworn rock and about fifty bags af
Lykles soil was removed and stacked ready for hauling
out. 22 loads hauled to surface.
Somerset Swildon’s Hole 40m Priddy Following the above trip | showered aat
rescue 14/2/93 down with guests and coffee. This was the sigh
Conrad (victim), Zot, for a call from Prew and we were soon removing
Prew, Marcel Dikstra, a Scout leader (!) from the cave who couldn’t
Dany, Butch climb the 20’ Pot. On the way | went through the
new wet entrance to the “Dry Way”.
Somerset White Pit 2 Yahr Priddy In the morning we hauled out all $kips and
15/2/93 sacks — it seemed like hundreds but there must
Rich Blake, Chris have been at least fifty — this means we had
Castle (Rich, Trev) yesterday filled more than | noted above. By this
time it was nearly lunchtime so Rich filled up
half a dozen skips while | did a bit more
concreting in the talus slope wall. In the
afternoon six more skips were made at the Belfry
and delivered to the cave ready for use
tomorrow.
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Somerset White Pit 1h 40m | Priddy Eight loads to surface. A bit mordl wa
16/2/93 cementing was done and another sixteen or s
Vince, Rich Blake loads filled from the end of the dig. A temporary
dam was made of bags of mud to stop the dig
getting too wet. Vince, doing his shift at the end,
pulled out a large boulder to reveal more open
spaces ahead and up to the right. It looks good
for an early break through into something and fthe
passage ahead seems to be clean washed. There
is a definite draught.
Somerset White Pit 2h 40m | Priddy Much digging in the phreatic tubele¥stst 50
discovery 17/2/93 skiploads went out to the surface — most hauled

Vince, Rich, Ivan,
(Brian, Chris Tozer,

by Brian and Chris who arrived just at the wror

g

time! Vince concentrated on dragging out and




Estelle) Dave
Gibbons, Les
Williams, Mark
Helmore, Chris

Castle, Phil Romford,
Pete Hellier, Trevor

beating up enormous boulders (which he
pretended were the women in the tax office!!)
and Rich, lvan and | helped the debris on its w
out. Trev and Pete surveyed 80’ of passage in
small aven series of Masters Hall, Phil and Ch
Castle dug at the end of Talus IV and Mark, Lé
and Dave Gibbons did a tourist trip.

Back in the phreatic tube Vince had cleared
enough at the end to enter a well decorated gn
with a roomy inlet passage on the right some 1
long. Calcite cemented boulders in the floor of
this small chamber blocked the potential way |
after some hammer and crowbar work we
managed to engineer a view down into possib
another 10’ or so of open, descending passag
One large slab will need to go before we can g

access to this. A bloody good night’s work by all

concerned.
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Somerset

White Pit
18/2/93
Rich Blake

1%hr

Priddy

Unproductive evening trying to movemmer a
couple of large boulders blocking the way on i
the dig. Stitch drilling and chiselling failed dte
the massive calcite nature of the boulders. Ele]
skips were filled as we widened the entrance t|
the grotto. A double bang is needed here to
remove these rocks. (One boulder removed by
Vince and Rich on 19/2/93) (Vince, Rich and
Brian Hansford destroyed and removed the
biggest boulder on 20/2/93 helped by Trev ang
thief “Kev Williams”)
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Somerset
discovery

White Pit
21/2/93

Vince, Trev, Rich
Blake

2h 50m

Priddy

Continued digging in what is now psanally
called “The Waist of Thyme”. Some 36
skiploads were hauled out in total. At one poin
another large calcite boulder prevented acces
the open passage beyond so | went back hom

for the“makings”and after Vince had drilled the

holes a detonator / cord charge was fired to
smash up the boulder. A few minutes later we
rished back to the spot and despite the rapidly|
diminishing bang fumes Vince lugged out the
bits of shattered rock and | passed them back
loading. He soon had a passable way in and
squeezed through into a superbly decorated s
chamber — the formations being at least as go
as anything in Talus IV. | joined him and after
quick look around we concentrated on enlargi
the way in so Trevor could have a look. Rich, f
some reason “having his arse in his head”,
declined to see the new bit. Loads more huge
rocks were hauled out dragged back for
“beasting” before being loaded in the skips.
The way on seems to be either down in the flo
or directly under the magnificent flowstone /
stalactite cascade on the far wall of the grottm.

avoid damaging the formations we must try the

former. An excellent reward so far for the work
put in and hopefully there will be lots more.
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Somerset

White Pit
22/2/93
Alone

3% hr

Priddy

Solo digging trip. | concentratedobearing out
the floor of the passage as far as the decorate
chamber. Lots of digging bags were filled and
great number of rocks removed. Most of this w

as

either stacked in situ or hauled up to the start

Df




the passage. A few photos were taken in the
decorated chamber. Just before the final sque
into this chamber, whilst digging out the floor,
opened up a wide, open bedding plane a coup
of inches high. By digging out the muddy floor
we may be able to by pass the formations. Lifg
was made more pleasant by the addition of a
flask of hot coffee and Havana Club rum!

(On 21/2/93 Trebor MacDonald and Pete Bolt
reached a boulder choke 30’ beyond the
previously undescended 25’ pitch in Wigmore
Swallet. Their “sherpa”, a certain British /
Australian with a knowledge of French and
calling himself “Kev Williams” chickened out at
Santa’s Grotto and left for the surface. He the
walked to the Belfry to steal the hut fees befor
getting a lift back to Wigmore where he stole
Trebor’s car! It was not a good day for the cav
divers!!)

eze

le

D

9

Somerset

White Pit

24/2/93

Estelle, Trev, Ivan,
Andy Sparrow, Pete
Hellier, (Tim and
Phil)

1h 25m | Priddy

66 skiploads to surface — all avédapoil
cleared out of the dig. Estelle, lvan, Pete, And
Phil and Tim all went in to look at the
formations. Phil and Tim went off to bang their
dig in Talus IV. From the entrance a red glow
could be seen in the sky which is not normally
noticeable. | assumed it was the lights of
Weston-Super-Mare but it seems that the tree
and scrub above Jacob’s Ladder in Cheddar
Gorge were ablaze.

D
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Somerset

White Pit
26/2/93
Alone

2h 25m | Priddy

11 skips filled and a few rocks restbfrom the
dig. As this was a post-Hunter’s lunchtime dig
fell asleep at one point! Dig very muddy due td
recent rain and overflowing of dam. The beddi
plane looks good and draughts well but will ne
lots of hard work.

ng
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Somerset

White Pit
1/3/93
Trev Hughes

3h 55m | Priddy

13 skips to surface. 12 skips andiatiirty bag
loads more then filled at the dig in the bedding
plane in “Waist of Thyme”. A selection of
assorted rocks were also removed and stacke
ready for hauling out. With much digging the
way on along this bedding plane will be quite
roomy but at present a couple of large boulder
are in the way. Fresh water was taken down tg
clean up some of the muddied formations. A
hauling rope is needed for the new skipway
along to the working face.

[72)

Somerset

White Pit

3/3/93

Trev, Pete H, Ivan,
Andy Sanders, Martin
Ellis (SMCC) (Phil,
Tim)

2h 25m | Priddy

.40 skiploads out. Trevor stitchieldione of
the huge rocks at the end and it was later
hammered into submission — fracturing
everywhere except along the drill holes! Martin
joined Tim and Phil on their dig and thus did h
a tourist trip. The rest of us hauled, pushed an
pulled the skips out to surface and cleared the
twenty or so bags of spoil at the dig back to th
entrance slope ready for the next hauling sess
The bedding definitely goes back into the
decorated chamber but it is hoped that by
sticking to the LH side we may be able to by p
this. Lots to do here still. Cold, very strong
draught whistling into the cave.
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Somerset

| White Pit

|3%hr | Priddy

| 20 skiploads out, hauled up by TW¥ then




5/3/93
Trev (Vistor — lvan)

dragged about twenty loads back from the face

and filled another twenty or so. Several large

rocks were smashed up and dragged out. At the

end of the now 10’ long bedding plane dig we
can see to the right into the end of the grotto. |

we carry on digging straight on we should soon

be able to by-pass the formations. Digging is
sticky but relatively easy. Most of the rocks
coming out are actually large slabs of calcite u
to 8” thick — probably an ancient floor. Work
continues.
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Somerset 7/3/93 — To Snake Pit Hole to watch ViRieh and Jake in their digging attempt to find the
entrance to this blocked up cave dig. No luck ydtthey seem to be in the right place.
Somerset Swildon’s Hole 2h 10m | Priddy A leisurely trip for the benefit athh who had
8/3/93 not been down the cave for about 30 years. He
John Buxton was actually wearing the same caving boots th
he wore on the weekend of Sept 13/1958
when he and Oliver Wells passed Sump 4! We¢
ambled down as far as Sump 1 admiring the
scenery and noting all the changes that had ta
place since the 1968 flood. Met Chris Castle and
Kim? — the new Cheddar Adventure Caving
guide on the “20” on the way out. A pleasant
trip.
Somerset White Pit 2h 20m | Priddy At least 30 skiploads to surfaceofeing a
9/3/93 major hauling effort from the working face. A b
Rich Blake, Chris of digging was also done and it is now obvious
Castle, Martin Ellis, that the bedding plane does continue on down
Andy Sanders, Estellg, dip and will almost certainly by-pass the grotto|.
Alison (?) Andy, Estelle and Alison arrived for a quick
tourist trip “down cave” before joining us on thg
dig. There is still a great heap of skips and bag
ready for tomorrow night’s session.
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Somerset White Pit 2h 25m | Priddy Over 40 skiploads out. Andy and lczorated
10/3/93 on digging and after shifting some twenty or sq
Ivan, Andy Sandford, bags full we broke into an open, decorated but
Estelle, Pete Hellier, tiny airspace heading down from the RH side.
Martin Ellis The draught increased considerably and we a
assumingthat this connects with the far end of
grotto. The clay infill has changed from brown
red and it would seem that a stream has flowe
through this area in the past. A huge boulder v
have to be removed before we can progress
further.
Somerset White Pit 1h 50m | Priddy Stitch drilled the large boulderhe dig (1 %
12/3/93 holes) in a vain attempt to break it up. A lot mg
Alone work is needed on this rock! Several bags wer
filled and smaller rocks pulled out.
Somerset White Pit 3h 40m | Priddy At least 50 skiploads out to surface another
14/3/93 twenty or so either ready to go up or scattered
Trev Hughes, Andy along the passage to the dig. Vince concentra
Dennis, Alex Gee on drilling, digging and boulder bashing at the
(Hades CC) Matt end. The crawl into the grotto was partly
Tuck, Vince trenched out. Matt and Alex also did a tourist t
Simmonds round the cave. A lot of bloody great rocks still
need to be broken up before we decide the be
route to continue. An excellent afternoon’s wo
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Somerset White Pit 3hr Priddy 1 skip out. Lots of bags were filledls end and
15/3/93 dragged to shaft bottom. The still offending
Matt Tuck, Chris boulder was stitch drilled and bashed a bit mo
Castle and is gradually getting smaller (Trev went do

vin




in the afternoon to smack it some more). The
possible way on to the left is well blocked with
clay and calcite blocks.

Somerset

White Pit

17/3/93

John Riley (BEC/Hill
Inn) Trev Hughes

2 hr

Priddy

6 skips out. Took John on a tourigt ta Talus
IV and the head of Coffee Pot. | went down to
the boulder dig to retrieve Trevor's hammer. We
then went back to help Trev at the dig and haul
back the vast heap of rock left by him after his
solo rock smashing trip on 15/3/93. He had also
filled a load of bags at the end and these were
stacked in the first “chamber”. There is a huge
amount to be hauled out which will give the
evenings team plenty to do! (15 loads out later
hauled by Andy Sanders, Ivan, Andy Sparrow,
Grant and Alison (Sydney USS))

Somerset

White Pit
21/3/93
Alone

2h 10m

Priddy

Dug in the left hand side at the eihd/aist of
Thyme. Huge calcite slabs buried haphazardly
clay totally block this passage. We are digging
across the strike of the bedding plane, which may
not be the correct way on but where there does
seem to have been a level of phreatic
development illustrated by partial, horizontal
roof tubes and ledges. A dozen or so bags werfe
filled and masses of rock removed. This was 4l
stacked ready for a mega hauling session on
Wednesday. On arriving back at home | was
accosted by Alex Gee and Andy Dennis and
informed of a potential rescue at Swildons Holge.
A group of Crawley Scouts were overdue from a
Round Trip and had been down eight hours. A
Andy and Alex walked across the fields they met
the scouts just coming out after having failed to
drain the last Trouble. They were all knackered
but okay.

n

n
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Somerset

White Pit
22/3/93
(Trev)

2% hr

Priddy

| went down alone and dug at thefen@n hour
filling about eight bags and moving back a heg
of smashed rock. Upon dragging a skip back t
the bottom of the entrance shaft it was apparept
that Trevor had arrived. He decided to haul up|a
few skips and one and a half hours later had
winched up 43 loads! This magnificent effort
almost cleared the base of the shaft but there |s
still plenty further down for the Wednesday night
team. Trev later went down and broke up varigus
rocks.

Yo

Somerset
rescue

Eastwater Cavern
23-24/3/93

Tony Simmonds
(rescuee) Mike
Quartermaine, Dany
Bradshaw, Mac, Tim
Large, Joc Large, Ric
Blake, Andy Sparrow,
John Attwood, Steve
Redwood, Bob Cork,
Bob? (Doncaster),
Rob Harper, Fred
Davies, Butch (Prew,
Zot, Rich West, Jim
Hanwell)

4% hr

Priddy

| received a call from Prew arountb%m and
went of a brief search for rescuers, standing some
by at the Hunter’s. As the two cavers were
reported about 3 hrs overdue we assumed them
to be lost and at 9.40 Dany and | went in for a
quick search carrying the Molephone. | went vja
the Woggle Press / Boulder Chamber and Dany
via the Upper Traverse. We met up at the head of
the Canyon and having found no-none reported
to surface. | then went on ahead to check the
Twin Verticals (no ladder) and Dolphin Pot route
where | heard them shouting at the bottom of the
chimney (Dolphon Pot proper). Tony had fallen
about 10’ off the climb up and badly broken his
arm / wrist and bruised all his left side. Mike had
stayed with him to check on his condition and
mend his lamp, by which time he thought it tog
late to go out for help as at least two people on




the surface should have reported them late. This

was probably a mistake as they had a long, ar|d

for Tony, agonizing wait. On hearing of the
damage | shouted back to Dany to phone the
surface with details and free climbed down to
them (there was no handline). Despite his

injuries Tony was in good spirits. Meanwhile, an

the surface there was a problem in getting
sufficient rescuers due to it being a Tuesday

night and a “flu epidemic”. Eventually Mac and

Bob arrived with splints, Entonox®'Rid etc and
after | had rigged the climb with Mike’s antique
ladder the kit was lowered. Bob and Dany ther
administeredremgericand Entonox and pulled
Tony’s arm back into shape, putting a couple ¢
neoprene splints (and one on his lower leg for
good measure). He was put in the “Baby

Bouncer” and the slow process of evacuation

started. He was hauled / pushed up the Pot and

helped himself as well as he could all the way.
With constant drags on the Entonox he was
hauled up the Canyon on an excellent running
pulley system rigged by Andy. It was thought
prudent to obrain the stretcher which Fred and
Butch got down with difficulty — luckily this was
not needed. Baker’'s Chimney (proper) was
rigged but it was decided to try to get hom
through the “Woggle Press” as he was now

doped up enough to be making good progress.

With a bit of hauling and some superb work orj
his own accord he luckily got through and was
soon on his way through the Ruckle and out o

=

the cave at about 2.15 am. (4 ¥ hours since Dany

and | entered). Most of this resuce went well
despite several delays for kit and personnel. |

or
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d

dread to think what would happen on a similar
worse accident in the depths of West End Seri
Page 91
Somerset White Pit 2h 25m | Priddy .12 loads to surface. | did a sr@ibunt of
24/3/93 digging at the end and after Pete had given Greg
Pete Hellier, Alison and his mates a tourist trip we concentrated omn
andGrant(SUSS) hauling bags and rock back to the base of the
Greg Villers +2 entrance shaft.
Somerset White Pit 2 hr Priddy Dug on the RH side at the end of Wafist
25/3/93 Thyme heading towards, and under, the grotta.
Alone About ten bags were filled and a large amount
rock dragged out. The sudden interception of the
grotto draught was very noticeable as | opene
up a calcite block and boulder filled hole in the|
floor with nice big spaces showing that is the
best way on at present. It is obvious that wate
has flowed down here as it is spotlessly clean.
We now need to trench out the floor leading to
this hole to enable it to be cleared easily and
more safely, there being a fair amount of partly
calcited “hanging death” above it. Two hours
well spent.
Somerset White Pit 3Y%hr Priddy ¢.12 loads to surface. During thet wexple of
28/3/93 hours a large amount of spoil was dug and ha

Andy Dennis, Andy
Legg (MNRC)

back from the “below grotto” dig to the base of
the entrance shaft. Andy Legg had a solo tour
detackling trip to Talus IV and Prophecy Pot a
was impressed. We made about 4’ depth in th
dig which entailed cramp inducing contortions
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work and needs a lot more spoil getting out
before it is comfortable. The left hand wall is
vertical and solid rock and there has definitely

under the line of the cascade in the grotto abo
Another good session.

been water flow here. The way on seems to be

ve.
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Somerset White Pit 3% hr Priddy See below

discovery 29/3/93
Tim Large
1 load to surface. We then concentrated on théeliow the grotto and after a couple of hours of
acrobatic digging and pulling out rocks from a dptgulder ruckle Tim opened up a passable way
through. Taking a chance with the boulders he sopebthrough into some 15’ of roomy, solid
phreatic tube with a rift / window at the end rdirgaa view into further open passage. Half an
hour’s digging got us into this continuation and were amazed to be walking down an inclined,
scalloped and clean washed tube heading steadiy tlee dip. | took the lead and was almost
immediately brought up by a 12’ deep pot in the@flaith a 15’ long canal or sump at the bottom.
Continuing over this we soon reached a complet&elb a reasonably well decorated section of
passage. This will have to be dug despite thed&ckaught. After the pool has been investigated we
can dump the spoil into it. There was a waterlm®es 4’ above the present level. Three small side
passages were noted in the extension on the RHysidg in. The onset of both “The Lurgi” and
Hunter’s lunchtime brought exploration to an endage, ancient stalagmite boss was recovered
from the boulder ruckle and taken home. A good nmgyn(In the afternoon Rich Blake and Trev
Hughes surveyed the extension). [On 30/3/93 Viassisted by Nicky Simmonds and Estelle, dived
in the pool to confirm there was no underwater pgss20 skips were hauled to surface]. [On
31/3/93 the Wednesday night team removed anothekifdoads to surface and Trevor commenced
excavating upwards in the rift leading to ProphBoy — this being directly under the pool in The
Waist of Thyme and only about 6’ away. He madefdrogress. According to the survey The Wajst
of Thyme is directly over the Coffee Pot alignmantl everything seems to be trending back to the
suicidal dig below Masters Hall! We can only hobattthe end of “Thyme” will provide a way on.]
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Somerset White Pit 3h 25m | Priddy 40 skiploads to surface as paymerthtioMCG
4/4/93 tourist trip — about 20 loads left to come out. The
Trailer (Swindon SS), MCG split into two parties and laddered the
Andy Sparrow, Tim lower series and visited the pretties. They were
Francis, Charlie all impressed by the cave and its formations.
Allison, Ralph + 4 Meanwhile Andy Trailer and | dug at the end of
(MCG) the new extension to “The Waist of Thyme”. It|is

an almost complete clay and sand choke which
should keep us going for some time yet though
digging is easy. A couple of feet of progress was
made but the way on will not be obvious without
the total clearing of the passage. We could
distinctly hear the MCG below — probably
through a tiny, clean washed outlet passage op
the RH side.

Somerset White Pit 2 hr Priddy Dug at the end of “Thyme” making ab8ubf
6/4/93 progress in sandy clay with sandstone, rounded
Alone pebbles in it. We need to install a drag skip

system here as there is a great deal of clay to pe
removed.

Somerset White Pit 1h 40m | Priddy 18 loads to surface — that's thesfirof hauling!!
714193 Estelle and her brother dug at Waist of Thyme|
Estelle and brother, Pete, Brian and Chris in the mud choked rift near
Pete Hellier, Brian the boulder dig below Coffee Pot and myself i
Murliss, Chris Tozer the muddy crawl below Pot. | cleared a few

feet out but was not dressed or in the mood for a
filthy muddy squeeze and left it to help at the
“Thyme” dig. A dragging skip was taken down
here and proved to be very useful, several loads
of clay being dragged out and stacked. This is
going to be a slow and steady dig and we may
soon have to use the “12’ Pot” as a stacking area.
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Somerset White Pit 2h 20m | Priddy My 8b trip in this cave. Maurice went to Talus
11/4/93 IV with Mike to take stereo photos, Trev went {o
Trev Hughes, Mike the bottom of Coffee Pot to dig upwards and |
Ford (Cotham CG), went to “Thyme” where | found the pool 5’ deep
MauriceHervias (6" below high water mark) and the dig partly
(Wessex CC), Andy flooded. | managed to bail most of it into the tiny
Sparrow, Pete + hole on the right and it rushed on down open
Alison Moody (WCC) passage for some distance. | also opened up
another tiny hole further down to drain the
terminal puddle. | could hear Trevor below ang
suddenly there was a great “whooshing” noise
and | rushed back to see the last of the pool water
draining into the floor — doen below Trevor was
getting wet! Pete and Alison also appeared, on a
tourist trip with Andy. | soon got too wet and
cold and left the cave. The connection betweep
“Thyme” and the lower passages is how
imminent and will be very useful for spoil
disposal. In the terminal dig in “Thyme” we need
to try and get into the open crawlway on the
right. Still plenty of promise.
Somerset Swildon’s Hole 2 hr Priddy A trip with two James Cobbetts! Thissvea
12/4/93 tourist trip for 14 yr old “Jamesito” who had
Brian Prewer, James previously been to the top of the twenty. On this
Cobbett Snr, James trip we went to Sump 2 and back in a practically
Cobbett Jnr empty cave. All very pleasant and refreshing.
Somerset White Pit 2h 10m | Priddy Pete and | dug in “Thyme” and madeuald’ of
14/4/93 progress through very sticky clay and sand to a
Pete Hellier point where the 2’ diameter tube appears to bear
to the right — exactly the direction that is needed
to intersect the adjacent, open bedding passage.
The dig ideally needs three men so as to be able
to drag the skip back to the lip of the 12’ potgne
pool!) for dumping. Space, becoming limited and
until Trevor opens up the route from below we
will have to keep tipping here. (On 18/4/93 Andy
Dennis, Alex Gee, and Andy Legg dug here and
almost made a breakthrough into a small
decorated chamber)
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Somerset Mossy Grottoes Croscombe A lunchtime caving trip to these two sbat
Nancy Camel's Hole |5m interesting sites. The Grottoes are tiny tufa cayes
15/4/93 and Nancy Camel’s Hole is a roomy phreatic
Alone passage ending in a diggable clay choke. One bat
was noted in residence. There is no sign of the
lake of bubbling cow shit mentioned in
“Complete Caves”. This area has a “feel” of
having more cave potential than is at first
apparent.
Somerset Snake Pit Hole (Il)  |{50m Priddy Assisted the lads with their dig. Thayéda

15/4/93
Vince Simmons, Rich
Blake

boulder filled rift or pot, the loose rock beingju
too large to haul out through a narrow section.
Using No.8 detonators and Pentaflex these we
drilled, banged and removed to surface. A fair
amount of crap fell down the hole so digging (i
an awkward upside down position) continues.
This would appear to be not the same place a
the old MNRC dig although it must be very
close. It is obviously a cave and not mined as
limestone (not conglomerate as in “Complete
Caves”) shows signs of phreatic development.
There are some small but colourful formations

b
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strong outward draught and probably a residen

bat in the entrance despite all the activity. Ivan
has built a superb triangular steel lid for the
entrance and a walled spoil heap is now a

prominent feature. Rich has planted some thirty

hawthorn plants around the entrance butthey
won't be useful camouflage for at least three
years! | suspect there may soon be enquiries
from the Forestry Commission!!
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Somerset East Twin Swallet 5m Burrington Call out at 17:10 at the shop — fgoungsters
rescue 16/4/93 1% hour overdue from a supposed Lionel’'s Hg
Andy Sparrow, Fred trip. Andy checked it out but the duck had clea
Davies, Rich Blake, 4 water so it was assumed they were lost in the
victims (Rich West, Spar Pot section of East Twin. When Andy an
Dany, Prew, Jim Fred went to look this was indeed the case an
Hanwell) the lost ones were found quickly and escorted
the surface. Rich and | giving them a hand up
the entrance climbs.
Somerset Snake Pit Hole (Il) 1 ¥ hr Priddy Vince drilled and fired a %2 m Pergafl1 x No.8
16/4/93 det charge to remove a lump in the wall of the
Vince, Rich rift. We then dragged a few skips out until a
supposedly solid boulder half way down starte
to move. Rich and Vince went off to get an Ac
while | dug at the bottom and shifted a good pi
of rock and mud. When they returned and
propped the boulder the spoil was dragged ou
and | laid a charge of 2 small Gelamex sticks,
metre of Pentaflex and a No.8 det. on a large
boulder at the bottom. After firing this we
buggered off to the pub!
Somerset White Pit 2h 25m | Priddy Continued with the Waist of Thyme. digsmall
Minor 19/4/93 decorated airspace could be seen and about 3
discovery Andy Legg (MNRC) hour’s awkward digging saw me into it after
breaking up a stalagmite floor from below. A
well decorated and roomy phreatic rift led off tp
the right for some 10’ until it was blocked with
clay. The potential way on is down dip to the left
where there is a tiny airspace for some 6’ or so
but a lot of digging will need to be done to get
along the tube. Unfortunately a fine crystal poc
was destroyed during the squeeze into the opén
passage.
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Somerset Snake Pit Hole (II)  [40m Priddy 2 No.8 detonators, 2 slabs plaster amd 2
21/4/93 Pentaflex used in anger to continue destroying
Rich, Vince, Ivan, the large boulders in the bottom of the dig. Thi
Jake first bang, using cord only, did a good enough
job and some large lumps of rock were removed
but a lot was left. Having a flat drill battery we
resorted to a 2 slab plaster charge and then had to
go to the pub as the fumes were obviously not
going to clear in a hurry.
Somerset Snake Pit Hole (Il)  |40m Priddy The last bang had done a superb job —

23/4/93
Rich, Vince, Jake

demolishing half of the boulder. Lots of skips
were dragged out and eventually another sma
charge (1 x No.8 detonator and 1m cord) was
used to sort out the rest. The whole of the
boulder was then removed leaving “open”
passage partially blocked with mud-covered
rocks, bits of broken bottle, etc. This indicated
flooding from (probably) the Wheel Pit stream

which Vince swears he can hear in the distande.

[©)



The cave was draughting strongly outwards a
tested Wheel Pit with cigarette smoke — it
draughted inwards. Another few digging trips
here should at least get us into something and
establish the best way on. Very interesting. (O
24/4/93 Rich and Vince dug intil they could ses
into a “standing size” chamber.

dl
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Somerset
discovery

Snake Pit Hole (I1)
25/4/93
Rich, Vince, Jake,
Estelle

2h 5m

Priddy

Two holes were drilled in rocks bloukihe way
ahead and fired with a metre of cord and a No
det. When the fumes cleared Rich and Vince
filled up a few skips which were hauled out un
enough room was made for Rich to squeeze i
a roomy passage where he was surprised to fi
several buckets and digging tools! We had re-
discovered the passages of the last MNRC dig
some 20 years before — the original way in wh
was noted in the roof. Some 40’ or so of mudd
but reasonably sized cave was inspected and
possible digs at the end noted. It was the gene
opinion that the best hope lay in continuing on
the floor of the new entrance climb where ther
were open airspaces and a good draught. The|
MNRC had not been into this area so it was
thought to be worth a bash. After a fag break v
carried on digging and hauling skips out to
surface. This passage seems to be a phreatic
bedding plane with an infill of red mud, sand a
waterworn stones indicating that it may have
been an old streambed. There was no sound ¢
the Wheel Pit stream and this may have been
wishful thinking. A good afternoon’s work. An
old mahher shaft with the intials MNRS burned
into it was taken out for cleaning up and
presenting to the MNRC.
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole (I1)
28/4/93

(Rich, Vince) Ivan,
Jake

1h 55m

Priddy

More digging at the bottom of the revrance
rift where the phreaticly eroded and mud filled
bedding plane at the bottom appears to go in k
directions and draughts strongly. Ten or so
skiploads were hauled out and a large rock
removed. It is intended to bang off the ledge
halfway down the rift to assist in skip hauling.

poth

SCOTLAND
Sutherland
Discovery

Uamh a’
Bhrisdeadh-Duile
1/5/93

Julian Walford, Tony
Boycott

2h 40m

Inchnadamph  Out intentions were to drill blegt along the

inclined rift until we reached the audible
streamway. After the first bang | went in to cle
it and decided to squeeze up the tight rift abov
This went relatively easily and after 15’ | enter
some 20’ of easier going passage above the ri
The only potential way on was behind a pile of
collapsed boulders. | then returned and we uss
two slabs of plaster to try and enlarge the
squeeze enough for Tony to pass. A good staf
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SCOTLAND
Sutherland

Uamh &
Bhrisdeadh-Duile
Cnoc nan Uamh
System

2/5/93

Tony Boycott, Rich
Blake, Tav

4hr

35m

Inchnadamph

Tony again failed to pass the squaeRich

Tav and | squeezed in and after vainly attempt
to get along the too tight rift below the end we
started digging straight ahead in a fill of peaty
mud. As we progressed along the peaty crawl
noise of the stream ahead gradually increased
which was much needed inspiration in the foul
dig — the mud getting wetter and stickier as we
manhandled it laboriously back to the chambe
After some 15’ or so we had all had enough

ing
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being exhausted, cramped, wet and cold and
decided to jack it in until the following day,
despite the imminent (?) possibility of a
breakthrough. A skip would be useful to drag t
shite back. The crawl was named “Death by
Chocolate” due to the nature of the fill!

We were then rejoined by Tony and we all did
quick trip to the top sump in Cnoc nan Uamh 3
out via the waterslide. A good day but bloody
hard work. Let’s hope it pays off.

nd

SCOTLAND
Sutherland
Discoveries

2

Uamh a’ 1% hr | Inchnadamph| Following three pints of Murphy’s inchinver,
Bhrisdeadh-Duile 1hr and despite poor weather and malaise we
Tree Hole eventually got underground. We took a plastic
3/5/93 skip with us and Rich went in first to fill it. Adt
1) Rich Blake, Tav about %2 hr of foul and awkward digging Rich
2) as above + (Tony suddenly broke through into clean, open thrus
Boycott) plane passage with the main stream pouring in
a downstream sump below. Upstream we puc
on for about 250’ into an attractive sloping
streamway, reminiscent of the Upper Traverse

At one point a very loose choke was passed ir
the last, and most attractive section of streamy
ending in a duck and probablt sump. There ar¢
couple of potential digs to reach the surface at
this point. Feeling very chuffed with ourselves
we headed out for a fag before going off the b
the downstream choke in Tree Hole. Water
conditions were low so we were able to get to
end without too many problems. While Rich
went back for the bang | had a close look at th
horrendous choke and spotted a possible way
through. A dodgy and bloody tight squeeze
between loose boulders led up into big, open
thrust plane passage — much like the extendio
this cave that we found two years ago. This wa
followed for some 60’ or so to a definite sump
pool. A few upper level passages brought the
total length to about 100’. Rich noted that “the
twat who said it needed banging didn’t know
what he was on about!” | replied that | was the
only one ever to go there!! At Tav’'s suggestion
this extension is now called “Twat's Temple”.
With some 400’ of new cave we were suitably
smug and retired to the Inch for the traditional
celebratory beer.....

Eastwater Cavern and some 30’ high in places.
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SCOTLAND
Sutherland

Uamh an Coire 1h 40m | Inchnadamph See below
Domhain

4/5/93

Nick Williams, Julian
Walford

Julian and Nick had been working on reopeningthige which had been blocked by winter floods.

The entrance shaft was now a huge gaping cratethaniitst chamber was choked with inwashed
boulders. A sandbag-lined dig was the key to reyeantd this was attached with vigour. Julian
managed to move a boulder and squeeze through imborifically loose area with holes in the floo
being the way on. | had a look and managed to litwakigh just before Julian’s squeeze to give g
much safer way in. We were now in the main cavegge found last October but instead of the
clean washed shingle banks it was now full of inveassand, mud and rock. | managed to dig my
way up the slope to the ®2Chamber” only to find it almost full to the roofitiv the way on to the
stream passage totally choked. At this point Iteftelieve Nick, who was our safety man beyond
loose breakthrough point. He and Julian then cartirdigging but failed to find a way through. A

[

the

hell of a lot of work will be needed here to regairiry to the very promising streamway and sumT

beyond. | also had a walk up to Cuil Dubh sink vehaillot of water disappears underground. The




| small, dug cave above it was totally choked. Walkadk via the main Traligill valley.
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SCOTLAND
Sutherland

Uamh an Tartair /
Uamh Mhor
5/5/93

Tony, Tav, Estelle

20m

Elphin

Evening walk over the top to look at #mrance
of Uamh Cul Eoghain while the others explore
We then went on to do a quick trip in Uamh an
Tartair which | left via a slimy, hairy climb out
of Uamh Mhor. Walked back to the hut via the
fish farm track.

SCOTLAND
Sutherland

Uamh &’
Bhrisdeadh-Duile
Lower Traligill Cave
(Waterfall Rising)
6/5/93

1) Rich, Tav, Pete
Mulholland

2) as above + Peter
Glanville, Jake,
Estelle, Nick Williams

2h 35m

1%hr

Inchnadamph

Our aim was to do a grade 5 survelyeofitw
find and get Pete to dive the upstream sump.
Unfortunately he failed to pass the horizontal
section of squeeze so we cancelled the dive.
Rich, Tav and | went on to the end and after a
quick fag started the survey. After about a doz
legs Tav dropped Tony Boycott's Suunto
compass and clinometer down the main strear
sink in the crawl leading back to the main rift.
They were unrecoverable so we carried on do
a sketch and tape survey. About 120 metres 0
acve was measured and this would appear to
very close to the new section of downstream

Tree Hole. The two sumps could be one! We le

the cave, thankfully, with all the digging gear
and will not return this holiday!

WE then went to Lower Traligill Cave where
Pete struggled into the downstream sump and
pushed it for some 25m — still open and
descending. Part of the upper series was also
visited.

Next stop was Waterfall Rising where Pete wa
inserted into the sump and spent a long time
digging underwater while the rest of us fought
off the midges. Meanwhile Pete Glanville and
Malcolm Stewart were diving the Traligill Main
Rising — mainly to recover a line reel and lamp
which they had dropped! A day of cock ups an
minor successes! Back to the Inch to recover.
Total length of extension is 108 metres, total
length of cave 119 metres.
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SCOTLAND
Sutherland

Tree Hole
7/5/93
Rich

40m

Inchnadamph

After a late start Rich and | ieng surface
recce over part of Blar nam Fiadhag, not findin
anything of interest but enjoying the superb
weather. We then briefly visited Jake and Este
who were sporadically digging in the ice cold
Waterfall Rising. On to Tree Hole where Rich
did some novel digging by standing under the
waterfall in the extensions of two years ago an
hammering off flakes so he could get his head
into the apparently open passage beyond. Afte
lot of work, and a gashed leg caused by a stra
rock, he gained a view of some 3’ of passage
a 4” high sump pool! We left the cave in disgu
noticing that just before the squeeze into the
extension a lot of water sank on the LH side —
possible source for the waterfall which may ng
be a separate main streamway after all. Today
underground River Traligill swallowed a chisel
Back to Waterfall Rising followed by a session
in the Inch.
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SCOTLAND
Sutherland

Allt nan Uamh
Stream Cave
Bear Cave

Ya hr

Allt nan
Uamh

Nipped into ANUS to retrieve fish box parts an
scaffolding to shore the dig. A skip was remov|
from Bear Cave and then, after a brief look at
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Damoclean Cave
8/5/93

1) Julian

2) Julian, Tav, Nick,
Tony

1hr

partially collapsed “Hole 4 Dig” we headed
uphill to Domoclean Dig. This is a superbly
positioned site with views over the Allt nan
Uamh, Bone Caves and as far as Suilven. Mo
of the day was spent digging here with Nick
doing a couple of bangs to remove large boulg
in the Glenbain sized entrance. Loads of spoil
was skipped out of the 15’ long dig to the surfg
where sunbathing and beer drinking was the
order of the day. Left the site well “gravelled’ f
next year’s session. Another great week in
Sutherland.
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
10/5/93

Jake, Rich, Estelle,
Vince

2 hr

Priddy

Generally spoil shifting from Vince alv@n’s
mid week session. Some 20 or so skip loads W
hauled out to a midge infested surface. The tw
prospective digs at the bottom of the entrance
don't look so good so we are now working at t
LH passage in the old MNRC section of cave.
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
11/5/93
As above

35m

Priddy

A % m Cordtex / 1 No.8 det charge wak da
the ledge halfway down the entrance rift. This
removed the obstruction making it easier for s
hauling. I then laid 2 slabs of plaster, a 0.3m
Cordtex and 1 x No.8 det charge between two
rocks at the prospective dig on the LH side ne
the end of the “MNRC Passage”. The fumes d
not disperse until we made use of a “fire bucke
— by which time it was essential to go to the pu
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
12/5/93
As above + lvan

2 hr

Priddy

53 skiploads to surface. The last Hzajdone a
superb job on the two boulders and we were s
digging along an almost totally mud filled
phreatic passage apparently being the “upstre
continuation of the main MNRC dig. lvan and |
dug this until an interesting looking black spac
appeared ahead. Following a cider and fag bre
Jake and Vince had a go and removed more n
to find a layer of fine sandy deposits with a bla
sediment in it. Below this Jake suddenly found
21 3/8” long by 1" wide wrought iron, tempere
“crowbar”. This was obviously not an MNRC
tool but belonged to a lead miner (with the
initials W.A. as we later found engraved on the
tool). Our prize was carted off to the pub for
cleaning and passing around the masses. An
excellent discovery — presumably the passage
beyond are large enough to use a flat crowbar|
with relative ease and may yield another block
entrance to the cave.
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole (I1)
Attborough Swallet
14/5/93

Rich Blake

1h 25m
40m

Priddy
Red Quar

See below

Laid a Pentaflex and No.8 det charge in two dtil®les in boulders blocking the route in “crowba
passage. Fired this from the surface then drovesado Attborough Swallet to at last do the barty
for the Cotham lads. The interesting and fairly pticated series of phreatic, Wigmore-like upper

=

jo

level passages was followed through reasonablyrdtsmbchambers and areas of scaffold shoring to

the dig site. Unfortunately the rock which had eorbmoved was now underwater! Having failed t
complete our aims we made up for it by laying 4b §&elamex charge and 1 no.8 det on a large
boulder blocking a mud filled passage where theastr used to sink below the entrance shaft. The
CCG lads have done an excellent digging job in¢hiee and deserve a big breakthrough.

[=)

Back to Snake Pit Hole to clear a small amountatiri from the last bang. A few bags load of m
and rock were dug out before the remains of thédeos were again drilled (3 shotholes) and a 1

d




Pentaflex and 1 No.8 det charge fired. How the thellminer’s bar got in here | do not know! A fai
amount more digging needs to be done before wassess the proper way on.
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole (I1)
17/5/93

1) Alone

2) Jake, Estelle

2h 55m

Priddy

Morning, solo trip to continue witfet“crowbar
passage” dif left by Jake and Estelle looking
promising. | filled 16 bags with infill and

F

dragged it back to the chamber ready for hauling

out. After some 4’ or so of digging | was able to

squeeze under a phreatic arch to see the pass
continuing as a phreatic tube, half full of mud,

for another 10’ or so. This will need digging out

but is now obviously the original stream inlet
leading from the surface and can wait for the
time being. There was now only one obvious

way to dig — the muddy “downstream” passage
left by the MNRC. There are two possible ways

on here and | filled a dozen or so sacks with spoil

from both sites. Straight ahead is mud filled ar
very narrow and the low phreatic tube to the ri

d
ght

ends in a boulder and sand choke going upwards.

It may both an inlet and outlet — only further
digging will yield the correct route to take. This
area will now be pursued as the most likely to
us into the system which must exist below.

After lunch | drove over to Greendown to admi

get

re

the gaping entrance of Clay Hole — Tuska’s latest

Hymac dig. A .8’ square passage drops straig
into a pool of water. There is much baling and
digging to be done here, a major task. Good Iy
to them. Back to Snake Pit for an evening’s ba
hauling. 54 assorted bags and skip loads were
hauled to surface.

Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
18/5/93
Rich, Jake, Estelle

1h 40m

Priddy

Rich eventually removed the offendionglders
in the RH dig at the bottom while | dug in the
“crowbar” passage until | hit solid rock just
below the mud — later confirmed by Jake. Este
dug at a potential site opposite the way in to th
old streamway. This was later backfilled as it i
every chance of undermining the extremely
dodgy roof! | then took over from Rich and dug
out a few more rocks and bags of wet sand.
There is a fair pile of bags ready for hauling to
surface. How did the miner’s crowbar get in?
Possibly through the MNRC route?
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
19/5/93

Jake, Estelle, Ivan,
Rich, Pete Hellier,
Andy Sanders,
(visitor:- Sean
Morgan)

50m

Priddy

43 loads to surface. | dug at the botfimna
while in a sand filled, apparently upward
trending passage. Pulling my head out of the h
for a breather | was startled by a loud thud as
very heavy, skip sized boulder took up the spg
where my head had been — a close call indeed
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Having also forgotten my boots | had enough and

went to the surface to help dumo the spoil bag
this job occupying all of us until pub time.

S!

Devon

Rocky Acres “Pot”
Rocky Acres Cave
24/5/93

Alone

35m

Kingsteignton

On a day off’s drive around Devidene and |
called in to the Old Rydon Mill for lunch
followed by a quick banging job for the Peters
Glanville and Rose in their new dig in the
vertical rift above and to the side of Rocky Acr
Cave. | have called this “Rocky Acres Pot” as
is obviously part of the same complex of small
solutional passages in this area, though the

D
(%]

diggers may have another name for it. About 1

5!




down a 12" long, ¢ ¥ inch diameter shothole h
been drilled. This | filled with three lengths of
Pentaflex 80 detonating cord with a short leng
of Pentaflex attached. 2 slabs of Gelamex wer
wedged in a crack below this and connected tq
the shothole charge with %2 m Pentaflex. This
was fired — noisily — from the surface and was
later looked at to find that it had done an
excellent job. There is a good pile of spoil foe t
lads to shift.

| then had a brief and sweaty trundle down the
cave to check on progress over the last two ye
Itis considerably deeper and longer now with
the way on being a too tight solutional rift. This
is being actively banged and still looks a very
good proposition. A good weekend of drilling
and blasting at both sites is now needed. The
garden gnome is still in residence above the ¢
entrance but the tea and wad van was totally
absent!
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
26/5/93

Jake, Estelle, Rich,
Ivan

2hr

Priddy

About 25 loads to surface. | dug atlibttom,
RH passage while Estelle dug straight on in th
rift. | was able to hear the hauling team in the
“main chamber” above so there is an obvious
useful connection to be made here. There is a
horrifically large “head crusher” of a boulder
stuck into the ceiling with wet sand. | intend to
bang this down as it is too dangerous to pry
down. The outside hauling team were plagued
with midges.

and

Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
27/5/93
Jake

1%hr

Priddy

Afternoon trip with the aim of bangidown the
boulder in the roof of the RH bottom dig. Befor
we did this we cleared out the “straight on” dig
as much as we could. A phreatic roof pendant
stretches halfway across a mud filled, impassa
rift. After a dozen or so bags were filled Jake
also spotted a potential route high up in theif

draughting outwards and full of loose boulders,.

Some of these were crowbarred out. It was the
decided to bang both the pendant and the larg
boulders blocking the higher route instead of g
original choice. 2 slabs of Gelamex were laid

between the boulders and one on the pendant,

These were connected with %2 metre of Pentaf
and fired with a No.8 det from the surface.
Sounded good. It looks like we may now
concentrate on this dig for a while in the hope
that we can find our way out of the maze by
following the draught.

D

\ble

EN

ex

Somerset

30/5/93 Jake, Trebor and | removed trer-dbgs from White Pit and transported them back to
Bowery Corner Swallet where they were duly erectéts looks like the start of another few yearg

of bloody misery......

Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
2/6/93

Jake, Estelle, lvan,
Rich, Vince

2 hr

Priddy

40 loads to surface. The last bangloa® a
good job and several large boulders were brod
down, broken up and removed. By the end of

session it was apparent that the “main dig” had

closed down to almost solid rock with only tiny|
mud filled rifts going on. It may be possible to

dig in the floor back from the working face but
before we attempt this we will have a go at the
RH “sand passage” dig.

ght
he

Page 108




Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
4/6/93
Alone

35m

Priddy

0.3m 80 “shilling” Pentaflex, 1 x No.8td
inserted into the loose roof boulder in “sand
passage” dig. Fired from surface. A couple of
bags of mud were filled and dragged to the
bottom of the entrance rift.

Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
7/6/93

Alone (Visitor:- Nigel
Taylor)

1h 20m

Priddy

Spent some time clearing the hugp béa
broken rock left from Nick William’s bangs at
the weekend. There is a vast amount of rocks
spoil bags to haul out. | then prised a very larg
boulder off the wall and after drilling a 14mm
shothole | inserted a short length of 80" and

Pentaflex with one No.8 det. This was fired from

the surface where Nigel Taylor was taking
photos. The end looks quite promising with an
apparent mud and rock filled passage leading
The LH wall seems to be right on the
conglomerate.limestone boundary.

Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
8/6/93
Jake, Estelle, Rich

1%hr

Priddy

The boulder banged yesterday had been

converted to handy lumps, as had another rock

laid on top of the charge as an experiment. All
the available mud and rock — a vast amount —

and

D

of

was bagged or sent loose back to the base of the

entrance rift in readiness for hauling out
tomorrow night. Another large boulder was
unearthed by Rich and this was banged with
exactly the same charge as yesterday. There
seems to be a thick layer of clay below these

boulders which may have been the way on and

the site is looking more promising and much
roomier than before. It was far more dreadful g
the surface where the midges were a real bast
The spoil heap was also camouflaged with
garden rubbish.

Page 109

Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
10/6/93
Vince, Rich

1h 5m

Priddy

A few bags had been removed the pusunight
but most of the spail still awaited hauling out.
We dug at the end removing a large amount o
loose rocks and filling a few bags. This was all
dumped in the “main chamber” where there is
now little room to move! The way on has tiny
airspaces and a supposed draught.

Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
13/6/93
Trev Hughes

2 hr

Priddy

Emptied all the bags lying on the sceféhen
went to the end dig and filled up at least 20 mg
These, and loads of rocks were chucked into t
“main chamber” ready for removal. There are
couple of large boulders in the way which may
have to be banged.

Somerset
Discovery

White Pit

14/6/93

Andy Sparrow, Trev
Hughes

1h 10m

Priddy

An entertaining and potentially fatgd! Andy
and | went first to the end of Waist of Thyme
where Andy dug for a while at the “upstream”
end. Trevor arrived and hauled the crap back.
then suddenly noticed that | was breathing
heavily, as were the others. We decided that t
air was bad and quitted the dig. The “40 Backs
pitch leading from Waist of Thyme to Prophecy
Pot had been bolted and was rigged with a roq
though no-one had actually been all the way
down it due to overhanging mud banks. | decig
to have a look and abseiled down to find it wid
open so | completed the first descent to the lo
level and was then joined by Trev and Andy. It
was now obvious that we were still in bad air g

ard.
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that the whole of the cave was apparently full
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CO, — possibly forced upwards from the
unentered Swildon’s-Wookey streamway belo.
We then had a bit of a struggle to free climb out
of Coffee Pot and the entrance series — panting
all the way and with the classic symptom of
rising panic! It was good to get out into fresh ajr
| personally feel that we only just made it and
that the place is too dangerous for further vigits
present until the draught returns. | felt shaky and
off colour for some time afterwards.
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Somerset Snake Pit Hole 1% hr Priddy 55 loads to surface. Vince took & sttithe dig
15/6/93 face and filled a fair few bags, mostly with sticky
Jake, Rich, Estelle, clay. | later joined him and a large boulder was
Vince unearthed and parked in “Sand Passage”. There

is a lot of black, seemingly organic material in
the infill which may be the result of mining
activities.

Somerset White Pit Y hr Priddy Tony and | checked out White Pit usiagdles.
(Snake Pit Hole) His went out in the terminal dig of Waist of
16/6/93 Thyme. Mine stayed alight at the bottom of the
1) Tony Boycott 40 Backs. There seems to have been a change of
2) Jake, Estelle, air conditions following heavy rain — or were we
Vince, Rich, Ivan, suffering from too much exposure to the gas in
Tony Boycaott, Pete Waist of Thyme on Monday?

Hellier Snake Pit:- 40 loads of mainly red, sticky mud
out. Midges galore! | am working on fixing Mike
Boon with a Wigmore trip!

Somerset Snake Pit Hole 1hr Priddy Rich dug out a few bag loads of wey ead
18/6/93 then drilled two 14 mm shot holes in a couple pf
Rich Blake large boulders. He laid a double Pentaflex 80

charge with % m of Pentaflex connecting it. This
latter was tamped onto a third boulder between
the other two. Fired from surface. Cave very wet
and sticky.
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Somerset Snake Pit Hole Y hr Priddy Trev went down first and “beasted” i@éa
20/6/93 boulder which had dropped off the LH wall and
Trev, (Quackers) was noted by the lads on their clearing up trip pf

the previous day. He then drilled a couple of
14mm shotholes which | loaded with 2 x 80
Pentaflex and ¥2 m Pentaflex fired with 1 x No/8
det. from the surface. Quackers looked after the
cars.

Somerset (mineshatft) - 45m Eaker Hill See below
ST56705285
Mineshaft
Mineshaft
All Eights Mine
21/6/93
Trev Hughes,

(Quackers)

In the morning Trev and | went for a sunny walksabund Eaker Hill Farm area noting much
evidence of mining activity including one open shafmarked on the 1:25000 map as Trial Shaft
(dis). Little else of speleological interest wasath After lunch we returned with Quackers and soad
of tackle to descend this and the three shaftdl&ights. Trevor plumped for the Eaker Hill Farm
shaft and after lowering three ladders he descerddohost vomiting from the stench of dead she
— to a pile of rotting animal corpses at a deptbbft. There were no side passages.

At All Eights we laddered the two small shafts l@fdying to the Land Rover. | bottomed the first
one at 22 feet to a blockage and only a tiny satesage. The second was 24 feet deep and led tq
small stopes some 15’ long on both sides and &etbway on in the floor. Both these shafts showed
no signs of shotholes and both had smoke markeld.Wdle second bore signs of pick/chisel marks
in the clay and had very good examples of slicldessi
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Our final descent was of All Eights Mine itselfffmlving a considerable amount of gardening at th
top. Quackers rigged it with my 11 mm Bluewatera@md Trevor descended first using my rig.
When he returned | went down for a look — my lastteing in 1977. The ca.25’ long stope was
noticed and the impressive formations admired dralqgraphed. The water was lower than on m
previous visit. This time we descended via the g@haft. This is a superb shaft and excellent SR
pitch. A good day out. N.B. In the morning we alésited the entrances of Rushey Ground Swallg
and Clay Hole.
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Somerset Snake Pit Hole 1h 25m | Priddy A good 20 bags were filled at the and
22/6/93 stacked ready for removal. A large boulder in the
Rich Blake floor will probably need to be drilled and banged.

We are still descending with the dip.

Somerset White Pit 1h 50m | Priddy See below
23/6/93
Steve Ellis, Robin
Gray, Pete Hellier,

Trev Hughes
CO, detecting trip using Draeger tubes supplied by Nidkiams. Steve had used these before in the
Forest of Dean and was au fait with the technigumgloyed so kindly offered to assist. The pressure
was steady at 988 millibars. Readings were takdallasvs:-
1) Spoil bank at end of Waist of Thyme 2% L0
2) Corner in dig before squeeze up to end rift Q%
3) Near ceiling level in centre of end rift 2.5%@,
4) End of rift (current dig) 3.0% GO
5) Junction of climb below Coffee Pot/Masters HelIBacks 2.0% CO
6) Masters Hall 2.0% GO
7) Base of Coffee Pot 2.0% ¢O
8) Bottom of 2% Pot 2.0% CQ
9) Bottom of £' Pot 2.0% CQ
10) Talus IV 2.0% CO
This indicates an unpleasant amount of, GDthis time but seemingly not as bad as on 13/6€we
were not panting half as much as on that trip. fEleethat a cigarette lighter would just light may
show that there is not a lack of oxygen. A carltéshap and candle also stayed alight throughout the
trip. To reach the lower level we also “abseiledwh the 40 Backs pitch which is cleaning up
slowly. Trev and Pete had a look at Pete’s digutdters Hall which now needs drilling and
banging. Steve was suitably impressed with the ,cdegosits and formations but not with the foul
air. A new steel lid made by Ivan was also delideiethe site. Pleasant and useful trip — to be
repeated in falling barometric conditions.
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Somerset Snake Pit Hole 1h 40m | Priddy Hauling session on a gloriously suamng hot
27/6/93 afternoon — at least it was wet and cold
Jake, Estelle underground! 70 loads were dragged to surfade

from the “main chamber” and the dig. About fiye
or six loads of rock were left underground as we
ran out of time. A useful trip.

Somerset Read’'s Cavern 1h 10m | Burrington June and George were visiting dilexdoing a
28/6/93 bit of caving and looking at prehistoric sites.
June and George June is an artist and wanted to draw a cave sgene
McLucas (Cave Exp. so | suggested Read’s Cavern as a scenic
Gr. Of S.Australia) entrance site with the added interest of its

“Celtic” past. We drove to the entrance in the
Landrover and then had a ramble around the
main chamber. | came out of the now awkwarg
and slippery dry entrance before going back in
the wet entrance to help June do her charcoal
drawing by shining my lamp on her drawing
board. It took her about 40 mins to do a drawir
of the entrance passage looking out. Very

from around the cave. June very kindly gave n
the sketch.

atmospheric. | also cleared up a few beer cans
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Somerset White Pit 1h 10m | Priddy Trevor wanted a bang job doing a¢ Pillier’s
29/6/93 dig above the near side of Masters Hall. From|the
Trev smaller climb an ascending crawl and squeeze
lead to a small chamber with an open but too
narrow rift leading on and possibly down. Trev|
drilled two deep 14 mm shotholes which | then
loaded with a double “80/-" charge on ¥2 m
Pentaflex. This was fired, noisily, from the
bottom of Coffee Pot and we hastened out les
the fumes caught up with us via an aven and
voice connection to the crawl above Coffee Pg
They didn’t. The cave was draughting fairly
strongly outwards but we still got short of breath
in the Coffee Pot area.

—

Somerset 30/6/93 Jake and | walked from WigmoreaioHole and back via the valley and woods below R
Quar noting little of interest. Tor Hole Swallet wd not be an easy dig! We also threw burning
paper down All Eights Mine just for the hell of it.

11°

Somerset Snake Pit Hole 1h 50m | Priddy .35 loads out, hauled by Jake, Alax Estelle,
30/6/93 while | dug off to the LH side at the bottom in an
Jake, Estelle, Alex easily removed clay, sand, gravel and boulder
Gee fill. This phreatic passage may be either an

alcove, an inlet or the way on. We need to
remove a great deal more fill before we can be
sure of the correct route to follow.

Somerset Eastwater Cavern 4 hr Priddy See below
5/7/93
Trev Hughes

Jake, Snablet and friends had recently been @araiging dig in Southbank and this was originally
to have been our destination today. Jake neveedup so Trev and | went on down to the
draughting hole below Blackwall Tunnel that is likéo give us an easier way into the Chamber of
Horrors. This dig hasn't been touched for some g/ai is now an ideal site for Bosch drill
technology! Four 4” lengths of “80/-“ inserted. Heewere all connected with Pentaflex and the gt
fired (with an immense shock wave, echo and vibrgtirom the head of Lolley Pot. We then
thrutched our way to the surface after a very Bétig trip. The route has become polished and
seemed fractionally easier than | remembered ii. dtill a bloody hard trip and it's a long wapin
Blackwall Tunnel to the end of Southbank — a plalsave yet to visit. The cave was very dry but
there were no indications of bad air.
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JAMAICA Runaway Bay 1hr Runaway See below
St. Ann Caves/Green Grotto Bay

8/7/93

Martin Grass, guides,
tourists and “Cave
Man”

Martin and Glenys Grass and Jane and | were oamual, free Caribbean holiday — this time
staying for the first week at the Jamaica Jamaital lon the north coast. About 5 minutes drive
away are the country’s most famous show caves -e$9f00’ long and not 7 miles as stated by the
guides! The system is situated in reef limestoaesar the coast and is a labyrinthine phreatic
system with many roof pockets and open sky lightery similar to Cueva de Ambrosio in Cuba.
The flat mud floor has been well trodden by thoulsawf tourists but there is still a healthy bat (ra
bat in local patois) population. Inside the roomyrance a variety of souvenir stalls sells the lisug
junk.

After each paying 75 Jamaican dollars (about £2joNewed our guide through a series of roomy
phreatic tunnels and chambers with some dry antypaoded stalagmite formations. Lots of “mind
your head” notices were interspersed with plaq@asibg information on bits of Jamaican history,
most irrelevant to the cave! A huge plaited shiggzerlay on the floor as a decoration come Ariadne’s
Thread as did several living fig tree roots meaimgealong the passages. After a few hundred feet
we came out into an open collapse area which weserbto another entrance. This was the Green
Grotto where we descended a flight of concretesstepsome 75’ or so to a static underground lake
where a couple of young and beautiful Europeais gigre swimming — one topless. Not what you
normally expect in a show cave! Here Martin andimgd the guide and two black American ladieg
for a rubber dinghy ride on the lake — Martin swimgiback to shore in the warm water. (The girl$
had by now been joined by a lecherous Rasta man!).




Back up the steps and through a parallel seriebabers in the main cave to the chamber (and
underground bar) near the entrance where we rataie®mplimentary drink of rum punch and we
entertained by the “Cave Man”. He is a guitar pigyRasta who sang half a dozen Bob Marley sa
to the accompaniment of an outmoded, portablereleictbacking system. He also sold T-shirts af
hand coloured postcards bearing the legend “Cave $flag Marley”. A mini light show
complemented this extravaganza but the overaliyséiihell of the cave detracted from the event!
All'in all a rather tatty show cave but with somepressive skylights and “jungle views”, a good
guide and full marks for entertainment value. Ainiéf collector’s item!!
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JAMAICA “Noél Coward’s Port Maria (Out of sequence entry)

St. Mary Cave” See below

Portland Nonsuch Cave 10m Port Antonio
12/7/93
1x Martin
2x Martin, Glenys,
Jane and lady guide
On a visit to the home of the late Noel Cowardrefly — the guide showed us a 15m diameter
phreatic hole in the lawn between the old swimngpogl and Noel's grave. This was 1.5m deep tq
3.5m long section of low phreatic passage fulltohes and rubbish. It may be diggable. There is
legend that it once ran from the adjacent cottagpposedly a pirate’s, down to the sea several
hundred feet below. This is highly unlikely. (N@&ttéd in Jamaica Underground).
We carried on on the long drive to Port Antonio vehere got a cooling Red Stripe before heading
into the hills to see the small but attractive sluawe at Nonsuch, some 3 miles south west of the
town. The cave was discovered by a farmer lookamgaflost animal and is situated in the beautifu
arboretum like gardens of Athenny house. It has béen called Athenny Cave.
Our guide on our trip was a young and very preglaa girl who was understandably not over
energetic! The cave consisted of a series of &ttgary and clean chambers leading for some 25
feet to an excavated exit. There are some goodafimns and plenty of bats which fly all around th
visitor and are easy to observe in the electriatifgy. J$110 for access — about £3.00. There were
also supposedly Arawak beads, etc found in a mefae the entrance. An expensive but worthwhi
trip if only to show the possibilities of what cdutxist in this relatively untouched area.
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JAMAICA Thatchfield New 1h 35m | Thatchfield | Seebelow

St. Ann Cave
Thatchfield Old 15m
Cave
9/7/92
MArtin

(These caves are also known collectively as THialdnGreat Cave).

From Jamaica Jamaica we drove up into the “cockii”country near Brown'’s Town from where
the Bill led to the village of Philadelphia and &or road/track to the hamlet of Thatchfield. We
parked near the Light Hole Sink and followed a gagtween the sub tropical forest and alpine likg
fields where cows grazed down to the lower entrast@ated at the base of a cliff in dense
undergrowth. Thatchfield New Cave starts with a Emrance, where we kept a wary eye out for
nasties, leading to a well decorated and dry, laagsage with a superb view into the bottom of th
Light Hole Sink — a 150’ daylight shaft. Here gsdee formations were silhouetted against the
sunbeams pouring down this magnificent phreaticelpinas scores of Ratbats circled its walls.
From here a hands and knees section over insestéuf bat guano led to the enormous Great
Gallery, some 60 feet in diameter, which we follovgently downwards for some 3,000 feet to the
edge of the 150 foot deep Pit. This pitch has sdVedges but was not descended due to the vast
amounts of bat shit encrusting its walls. The hydpeeeatic bore tube of Great Gallery is superbly
decorated with ancient, dry formations partly ety the ammonic atmosphere of this bat infest
system. The noise of thousands of these fruit @dttiiis sounds like a distant roaring river andrthe
guano is inches deep in places which makes thegygmmewhat sticky at times. Cave crickets
abound and an amblypysid and several black begtdes noted. Part way down the equally vast
North Passage was followed to its termination gr@to with some fine helictites. By the time we
reached the Pit we were bemerched with bat shisamdgting profusely in the almost oppressive H
of the cave. After a fag and water break we stredjdplack uphill to the entrance and the blazing
sunshine. The cave is 4,600’ long.

We next visited the adjacent Thatchfield Old Cageme 600’ long and very similar to the first paf

of the New Cave to which it is connected by a tigdnieeze which we did not attempt. It contains
thousands of dry and rotten but still spectacudamations and the novelty of, besides many bats,
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flock of swiftlets cicrcling round in the entranpassage. The entrance series of both caves conts
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evidence of infrequent local visitation — emptythes, bits of tyre and a “Molotov Cocktail”
Jamaican caving light. There is little sign of valisim.

A most impressive and fascinating system showiegpititential for huge caves in Jamaica. There
must be a lot more in this area but the dense prestiudes easy exploration. It is difficult to $emv
this system fits into the local geomorphology. #sxobviously formed a very long time ago when
phreatic water levels were many hundreds of fegtér. Could it even have been a resurgence? \
worth a visit.

Sweaty and knackered we called it a day and omw#hyeback to Runaway Bay stopped for a Red
Stripe at a typically grotty little bar in Philagélia — Jenny’s Bar. A dip in the hotel swimming pod
ended a good day and washed off the cattle tickehath Martin and | had inherited half a dozen
each. These nasty little, multilegged beastiestbd removed with Gleny’s tweezers — a hazard
procedure for removing those that had reachedegteles!
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JAMAICA
Trelawney

Arawak Cave (Braco {10m Rio Bueno (out of sequence entry) (OR a8d 14 we
Cave) attempted to find Avisfield Cave in St.Ann
14/7/93 parish but for once could not find a convenient
Martin, Rasta guide local to point it out or give us permission to &q
(Lawrence?) farm land to its possible location).

Near Rio Bueno, on the road from Runaway B
to Montego Bay, we spotted a large notice
advertising Arawak Cave. We parked up by th
entrance and a Rasta man rushed over from h
bar on the opposite side of the road to guide u
around this short but impressive cave which hg
beginning to develop for passing tourists. This
an enterprising feature of Jamaica which was
apparent in several places and in my opinion i
all for the good. It appears that this cave is the
Braco Cave of Jamaica Underground — stated
be a “chamber some 40 ft wide and 25 ft high
(with) a lighthole in the roof”. This description
fits Arawak Cave which is only lit by natural
light entering along with massive fig tree roots
through the large lighthole. These roots are th
home of termites — one of the tourist features
which our Rasta guide pointed out along with
bits of English and Arawak pottery and a piece
Glasgow made clay pipe stem from colonial
times. These artifacts were probably not found
the cave. He also pointed out and “bongo play|
various old, dry formations and concluded the
brief tour by running barefoot round the walls
and throwing himself onto a couple of fig tree
roots some 20’ above the floor where he hung
his hands doing acrobatics!!

Full points for innovation in yet another
collectors item of Caribbean cave exploitation!
would be interesting to return to this cave with
proper equipment and see where it goes. The
Rasta man is keen to explore/develop it furthe
it is in a prime site for a show cave. | left him
with an old copy of “The Speleologist” to
encourage him further.
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JAMAICA
Trelawney

Quashies River Cave |1h 40m | Ulster Spring See below
13/7/93

Martin, James
“Buddy” Anderson,
Randal “Jack”
Campbell, Donald
Williams (Ulster
Springs Police),
Devon Campbell




Following a long drive from Runaway Bay througlesgacular karst scenery on the edge of the
Cockpit Country we reached the large village oftei$Spring. My main ambition on this holiday w
to descend as far as possible into this renownst@sy— explored by Mike Boon and friends in the
sixties — and we theoretically had enough 9mm Bhatewrope and SRT kit to do the trip if the rive
was not too high. | fear though, that Martin was a®enthusiastic as | was and was a bit worried
about our lack of back up in this fairly remoteare

On arrival in the village | thought it would be aayl idea to contact the local police to inform them

of our intentions and get permission / a guideisd the cave. The policeman in charge, “Buddy”
was fairly amazed to see “whiteys” in the inteidmd warned us of possible robbery by locals. He
was so concerned that another policeman, Jackethwith a revolver), a guide (Donald) and

=

himself all accompanied us to the cave where agdacal, Devon, joined the throng! We had drivien

a couple of miles from the police station down itite sink area and parked the car near a collect
of smallholdings. A ten minute walk down a trac# te the huge doline in which lay the two
entrances to the dry and wet sections of the @wedy and Martin stayed at the top while Jack,
Donald, Devon and | scrambled down some 80-100kdfical path and ancient, rusted ladder to t
floor of the doline, Devon clutching a basket withich to collect bat guano for fertilizer. From the

base of the climb a short walk and scramble ovetdsys led to the impressive dry section of cave.

We then returned to the car to get our caving eqaig.
A 100’ rope was rigged down the doline and we atldpwn to the dry cave, Balcony Passage. W,
followed this spectacular passage to the edgeeoh pitch where we turned back, taking photos
route. The stream passage was then followed tBiteeWaterfall (12') which | rigged with a short
length of Bluewater and abseiled down alongsidedheing waterfall to a short swim and wade

using another length of rope tied on the first aafety precaution. | went as far as the lip of the

Second Waterfall and gazed longingly at the huggastway beyond before having a look at the d
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and well decorated side passage which chokes kadoline. | then rejoined the others after some

pratting about on the rope which had pulled acamsbwas hanging over a ledge. | couldn’t hear
Martin’s warning shouts due to the noise of theawaut luckily managed to prussik up Ok and
swing across to the pitch head.

We al then explored the dry Tangerine Passage as fthe “bucket” pitches. There were plenty of

bats in this section and white crabs and a lamg frere observed. This was all of the cave that we

could do in the circumstances but perhaps a retamrbe made sometime in the future. Devon hal
apparently been down several of the pitches oreladith a couple of English cavers.

All then retired to a pub (restaurant) in Abertstowhere we bought the lads a meal of chicken, rice
and “mannish water” soup washed down with Red 8t entertaining day out if nothing else and
a novelty to cave with a black plain clothes paties carrying a revolver stuck down his trousers’
Page 122
JAMAICA Negril Sea Caves Negril Martin and | investigated some of the stsara
Westmoreland| 15/7/93 caves on the headland at the south end of the
Martin nudist beach of the Grand Lido Hotel. Not of
great interest but even here we were pursued py

two locals in a boat trying to sell us stuff!

JAMAICA
Hanover

Cousins CoveCave 1 |1h 5m Green Island| See below
(Ron’s Rock Top
Cave)

17/7/93

Martin, Ron and four
kids

We had spotted road signs near Green Island aglngrtRon’s Rock Top Cave” and “Ratbat
manure for sale”. It was apparent that this is @m€ove Cave 1 in Jamaica Underground. We
drove up a grassy track fighting off small boys andved in an overgrown quarry with a cave
entrance in the cliff. Here we met entrepreneur ®Rbao is in the process of opening up the cave f
tourists and doing a bit of bat shit mining andisglon the side. He was happy to give us a guide

DI
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tour so equipped with all our Zoom lamps we albpred off into the bat infested system leaving Jane

with the car and a talkative local youth. Ron padgd his kids that the Molotov Cocktail torch wa
unnecessary! This cave was worked extensively dang between 1944 and 1960 and possibly
hundreds of tons has been removed to a depth efadeet. We first visited the dry, humid and
extensive east branch which has many dry but &tteaformations and at least 1,000’ of complicat
passage. A lighthole entrance and large phreatimblers were visited. The smallest lad was deat]
and dumb but was a good caver and despite a ldadhdhe ran about all over the cave and climb
barefooted with ease. The walls were covered iogslavith names and tally marks showing how
many bags of guano had been extracted. In one dramalar the entrance a midden of shells was
noted which may have been food for the miners enedrawak Indian inhabitants.

The west branch of the cave, King Street, is a jgmgatic bore tube with many bats and flooded
some way in. The guano floored lake was avoidesltlile plague so we did not get to the end of t}
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series. Vast amounts of small flies added to ttstimeass of this area.

This is a very extensive and interesting cave systith several passages leading to crystal clear
pools which look eminently diveable. The water ¢aisl obviously very close to the surface here a
may be at sea level. We later left Ron some badds;lothes and a Zoom lamp so that he can gef]
with making a tourist footpath through the cave arstiall electric lighting. It will be interestintp
see how he has progressed in a couple of yearés tim

Back at the entrance we rescued Jane and wereteddnysa Ganja man who seemed very keen fq
us to photograph his huge marijuana plants! Weinkst! We gave Ron and the kids a heap of
International Cave stickers which were later seaoksall over the signs to the cave and various
buildings. Several photos of these typically Jamnaitsignpaintings”were taken. A good morning’s
entertainment.
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JAMAICA Clifton Cave 45m Clifton See below
Hanover 19/7/93
Martin, Mark
Johnson, Percival
Mackenzie
Martin and | drove up the Cave River valley to &aest of Negril hoping to find the 200’ deep Dewil’
Hole but unable to find any locals who knew ofdigstence. One chap offered to show us an
extensive horizontal cave which may not be in Jambinderground but we unfortunately did not
take him up on this — maybe in the future. We ttimve down to Ginger Hill and back up over the
cockpit type hills to Lucca. From here a minor reabs followed to the village of Clifton where we
found an old fellow who organized his grandson fimhd to show us the local cave situated in a
gully near the Clifton Basic School. A path dowrotigh the bush was cleared by machete and
arming the lads with Zoom lamps we entered thessyshrough one of the numerous entrances in
the gully wall. A nearby entrance is the resurgeincehe small stream which flows through the
supposedly 245’ long cave. The system consistdalfainth of phreatic passages, generally
walking size but including a long sandy crawl whibk lads happily squirmed along in their best
shorts and T-shirts getting fairly well caked witlud. The passages were very confusing and no
obvious sump or stream inlet was noticed. An otd §nd much flood debris indicated a major sink
not far away. There were plenty of bats, cockroacheculiar flat-shelled snails, millipedes, criske
and freshwater crayfish in the cave. One bat faiedbtice my presence and dive-bombed into my
helmet with a hefty bang! After taking some phatosl having a good look around we left the cave
by another entrance and spent the next hour oiitboseveral locals trying to break into our hire ca
to get the ignition key out of the boot! Martin gobre and more worried as Machetes, hammers,
screwdrivers and a sardine can opener were appliatiithe doors, locks and windows with the only
result being bent bodywork and buggered lockshingnd a quarterlight was prised out and shattered
and | remembered the interior boot catch just lefbat got prised open with a machete! Eventually
everyone was tipped and “hot” Guinness and cold &eigde drunk in the local bar before we
escaped back to the hotel.
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Somerset Eastwater Cavern 1h 20m | Priddy The Morton’s Pot dig is apparentigldiog very
26/7/93 promising so the three of us went down to the
Trev Hughes, Jake head of the 380’ Way in wet conditions to clear
the silt out of Glyn Bolt’s steel dams in
preparation for installing pipes to divert the
stream into the Traverse in times of high water.
This was accomplished successfully but the pipes
were the wrong size to attach to the dams. Some
bits of steel pipe will be needed as connectors| A
good ten tackle bag loads of spoil were removed
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Somerset Eastwater Cavern 1%hr | Priddy See below
28/7/93 1h 50m
1) Jake, Snablet
2) Jake, Pete Hellier,
Vince, Estelle,
Barbara (South
African SA)

We took down three sections of short steel tulnkpdastic pipe (fabricated by Trevor that morning
which was attached to the dams and fire hose witiiek clips. This successfully diverted the stre
down the Traverse. We then went to the dig at Most®ot — very impressive since the recent wo
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by Jake, Vince, lvan and Co. They have progressgmbd 10’ from the previous end and have do




some magnificent cemented shoring in Morton’s Bsatlf. The end was a 3” deep puddle and
somewhat unpleasant but several bags of spoil filee and hauled back — much of this having
been swept in in the recent floods. This evenindghayge to continue with digging and spoil hauling.
In the evening a larger team returned to the digsme 18 bags of spoil were filled and painfully
dragged back to a dumping space at the head @8tieNay. Barbera, a visitor from Cape Town,
worked hard on the spoil hauling — a novelty in teving career as was the cave itself! After arrhou
or so the very wet nature of the dig put off Pdske and Estelle and they headed out for the pub
Vince and | took Barbera on a tourist round triptigh the Upper and Lower Traverses, the Canyon,
Boulder Chamber and out via the Woggle Press. Siseswitably impressed and knackered. (In the
meantime, Snablet, lvan and Mike Barnes had gomatckwall Tunnel carrying diving weights and
with the intention of giving Mike a taste of the ¥¢é&nd Series in preparation for a dive at the end.
They reported that the bang of 5/7/93 had dongarbyob and that a large descending route now
went in for several feet to a bulge of rock beyartch lay the Chamber of Horrors. One more bahg
should see it open for traffic and cut some 40 meiswf awkward passages off a South Bank trip.
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Somerset 30/7/93 Jake and | drilled two piddly bafethe concrete capping of the recently piped®aiRake
Swallet on Pen Hill before the charge in the Bdsattery failed. This is the latest promising Tusker
dig.

Somerset Eastwater Cavern 1h 50m | Priddy To Morton’s Pot where | dug in a fdeep
1/8/93 puddle and filled about 15 sacks. Davey and Trev
Trev Hughes, Davey hauled them up and the three of us later dragged
Lennard seven of them to the head of the 380’ Way where

they were emptied. The way on would seem tg
be in the floor, following the attractive, scallape
vadose trench although there is some bedding
development on the LH side. Not the best plage
to dig when it is wet so we may leave it to dry
out a bit.

Somerset Eastwater Cavern 3h 40m | Priddy Paul, Snablet and Dave went to therpial by-
2/8/93 pass dig in Blackwall Tunnel and laid a four slab
Trev, Davey, Snablet, plaster charge on the knob of rock preventing
Paul Evans, Dave access to the Chamber of Horrors. They
(Cotham CG) attempted to fire the charge from the top of

Lolley Pot but unfortunately the FX3 and Zoomn
batteries used were not powerful enough and o a
misfire ensued. They left the charge in situ and
joined us at Hard Rain Aven. (Charge
successfully fired with a Bosch battery on 4/8/93
by Snablet, Vince and Jake).
Trev and | took Davey on a round trip via
Boulder Chamber, Canyon, Twin Verticals (pull
through abseil), Thirteen Pots, Muddy Oxbow,
Harris's Passage, Hard Rain Aven, Dolphin Pot
and back out via Boulder Chamber. At Hard Rgain
we climbed to the top and after much farting
about Trev drilled four 15 mill shotholes and lajid
a quadruple charge of 80 Pentaflex and cord. As
the old bang wire was broken in several places |
went back down to the 35’ Pitch and threaded
more of the wire through to Davey, up on the
main ledge. | also had a good look round in the
parallel areas to the side of Hard Rain.
When Snablet and Co appeared | went on up to
the Canyon to await the bang. This occurred as a
sharp crack and the brief sound of falling rocks
but the location could not be found. We all thep
left the cave after an excellent if only partially
successful trip.
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Somerset Snake Pit Hole 1%hr Priddy 59 loads to surface, about twentthee of
4/8/93 which | dug from the end. | get the impression
Trev, Martin Grass, that we are digging through a phreatically eroded
Estelle boulder ruckle with a sand and stones infill.




Digging was surprisingly dry, easy and relative
pleasant! A good one man site/ There is no
audible indication of the Wheel Pit stream in th
cave.

Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
5/8/93
Jake, Estelle

1h 35m

Priddy

As | was wet-suited | got the joldmfging at the
end. While Jake and Estelle hauled the bags @
to the top of Morton’s Pot | removed a 6” layer

of “chocolate sauce” and around 20 odd bags pf

gravel and stones. The way on seems to be to
left where a fist sized rift in the roof contains

clean washed, loose pebbles and a slight drau
Development has now changed to across the

bedding rather than straight down it. Jake added

a couple of feet to his spoil wall in the Pot usin
wet cement which we brought down with us.
Another 6” will finish off this wall and then the
idea is to backfill the upstream passage at the
base of the Pot. A good evening’s work.

Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
6/8/93
Estelle

1%hr

Priddy

We took down two 4'+ sections of cddmeter

plastic pipe to be laid upstream at the bottom of
Morton’s Pot to enable backfilling to take place.

(One of these pipes knocked a large boulder g
of the entrance shoring — which badly needs
repairing.) At the dig several full bags were

hauled up to the bottom of the Pot and then | d
and filled another 12+. There is a good draugh
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Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
8/8/93

Jake, Alex Gee, Trev,
Davey

2h 10m

Priddy

The large heap of bags at the bottblkhorton’s
Pot was hauled up and dragged back along th
380’ Way where they were emptied. | dug
another 20+ bags fill from the end. Digging is
easy now and the passage is heading down th
dip with plenty of room to manoeuvre. A super|
dig and guaranteed to go!

Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
9/8/93
Alone

1%hr

Priddy

Solo digging trip. Cave dry on entgrbut with
a fair sized stream on exit. Over 20 bags filled
and stacked at the dig. Trevor and Davey are
going down in the afternoon to haul them out 3
far as possible. (Vince and Jake also cleared
on Tues)

Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
11/8/93
Trev, Estelle, Alex

1h 40m

Priddy

On arrival at the dig face there feamd to be a
foot deep pool so digging was decidendly
unpleasant and ground to a halt after about a
dozen bags had been filled. These were haule
out. The gravel slope between Morton’s Pot af
the dig was also attacked before it all gets
washed in. Dry weather is now needed before
work here again.
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Somerset

Ham Hole
12/8/93
Alone

Croscombe

Lunchtime trip. Spent some time vaiobking
for the entrance in Ham Woods. | eventually
spotted the cliff, high up on the LH side and at
the foot of this a roomy entrance led to some 2
or so of pleasant phreatic passage in
conglomerate to a mud bank partially blocking
the way on. As the cave is obviously very well
used by Brock | did not attempt to crawl past t
to the terminal ruckle and top entrance. The ca
has a similarity to Nancy Camel’s Hole in the
next valley to the south,
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
12/8/93
Alone

55m

Priddy

Solo trip to fill about ten bags and dig a few
rocks. The dig is still (relatively) dry and

pleasant. The main way on is not yet obvious.




Somerset

White Pit

13/8/93

John and Jo King,
Tony Boycott

1h 25m

Priddy

Jo and | went to the end of Waistlofme on a
tourist/digging trip to find that the place is ktil
riddled with CQ and that Andy Sparrow’s dig ig
a “waste of time”. We lowered a tackle bag of
bang, drill and batteries down the 40 Backs to
Tony and John who had gone on a
blasting/tourist trip to Pete Hellier's dig above
Masters Hall. Unfortunately Tony couldn’t get
through the squeeze before the dig and they h
to drag all the kit out via Coffee Pot. In the
meantime Jo and | visited Talus IV where she

photographed the pretties. My FX5 had run out

by this time. We all met up back at th&Hot

and John then had a swift trip to the pretties. A
in all a bit of a balls up!

The farmer has removed the spoil heap!! Very,
impressive.

(Meanwhile:- Jake and Vince finished off the
Morton’s Pot spoil wall in Eastwater Cavern arn
Alex Gee and Estelle dug in Snake Pit Hole.

Later, in the pub, | sold lots of copies of Wig and

my new edition of Mendip Underground — a
tremendously satisfying task after some 27 ye
of digging on Mendip — despite the fact that W
has done 99% of the work [with Tony Knibbs]
and that my name was spelt wrong on the
cover!l)
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
16/8/93

Trev, Davey, Sean
Chaffey

2h 20m

Priddy

48 loads to surface. We are stilhgoi

downwards at the end in what appears to be an

inclined rift with phreatically eroded perched

ars

boulders — the whole issue plugged up with sand,

clay and waterworn rocks. Digging is easy.
48 loads to surface. We are still going

downwards at the end in what appears to be an

inclined rift with phreatically eroded perched

boulders — the whole issue plugged up with sand,

clay and waterworn rocks. Digging is easy.

Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
18/8/93

Estelle, Jake, Trev,
Alex Gee, Pete Hellie

1h 30m

Priddy

A dozen bags were dragged back flenig
which was unfortunately still a factor so deep i
water so little work could be done here. The
main reason of the trip was to have a lull in the
all-day boozing of Priddy Fair Day! Following
our exit this continued — to good effect.

Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
20/8/93

Martin Grass, Jake,
Hugh (LUCC),
Stephen (UBSS)

1%hr

Priddy

40 loads out. Jake dug at the efilled the bags
and the others hauled them out. Jake got dow

a narrow rift and cross joint filled with soft mud.

This may require bang to progress further unle
there is a way on at a higher level which we ha
missed. On the way out | had to gently move g
bat who decided to sit down in the line of the
hauling rope! How do they get into the cave?

Somerset

Barrow Rake Swallet
22/8/93

Jake, Estelle, Alex
Gee

1h 5m

Priddy

Assisted the team with their dig & tiromising
site below Pen Hill. At the bottom of the 25’

deep concrete entrance shaft (which Alex freet

fell down the previous day!) is an infilled rift.
The spoil has much rotted vegetation in it givin
off masses of C@ This is removed from the dig
by the use of a Honda generator and househo
vacuum cleaner (!) — courtesy of Mike

Thompson who is dig sponsor and benefactor
Tuska Morrison provided the Hymac excavatirn
team and Stephen Gibbons, who recently bou

Ave

nht

the ground, allowed access.




This afternoon we spent some five hours at the

site taking it in turns to dig and haul skips. A
large amount of clay was removed and dumpe
It is hoped that the exposed dig sides will not
slump during our forthcoming trip to Scotland.

o
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
23/8/93
Alone

2 hr

Priddy

Filled at least twenty bags and duglotst of
large and small rocks. The right hand wall is n
composed of scalloped, fossiliferous limestone
while the left hand wall is a mass of boulders
held together with mud. The way on seems to
along the dip and digging is relatively easy.
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SCOTLAND
Sutherland
discovery

Uamha a Brisdeadh-
Duile

Inclined Rift Cave
26/8/93

Robin Taviner (WCC)
Alex Gee

40m

30m

Inchnadamph

| went into U.a.B-D first in dry gradsfind a
freshly disembowelled rabbit (wildcat prey?) in

the entrance which | later removed to the surface.

The “40’ Squeeze” and “Death by Chocolate”

were somewhat cleaner than in May due to the
recent constant rain but were still wet and shitty.

The main stream was also much higher than

before and had been at least another 6’ above| the

downstream sump pool. | had to crawl in the
water to reach the “Compass Sucker” choke o
to find the crawl through to the final section of

nly

cave sumped and the stream flowing along the by

pass (Eastwater). This made the diving of the
upstream sump a doubtful proposition unless i
could be done from the Tree Hole side. On my
return | met Tav and Alex (who had amazingly,
passed the 40" squeeze with relative ease) do

a quick visit up to the flooded crawl. Being wet,
cold, muddy and midge plagued | hastily walked

up the valley to Inclined Rift Cave looking at

possible dig sites en route. In Inclined Rift Cave

| pushed a squeeze at the end by going up an
down the fault plane to reach a small “chambe
with some fine columns blocking a view into a

further, very well decorated area which | did not

want to pass for fear of damaging the formatio

t

ns.

| strongly suspect that no-one had pushed thig far

before so | am claiming some 30’ of new pass
here! Tav then appeared and carefully squeez

nge
ed

past the formations into the next chamber where

the thrust plane closed down (about another 3
of cave). It is likely that if pushed this cave

would only connect with the decorated, known
parts of Lower Traligill Cave and not the diver

Da

extensions. Jake and Estelle turned up from their

dig above Cnon nam Uamh so we all headed
back down the valley in clouds of midges and
drizzle to warm up in Nicky Brook’s café. Why
did we come here in August?
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SCOTLAND
Sutherland

27/8/93 Following boozey sessions in the Wheelhd&ase Lochinver and the Inch, Alex and |
progressed to Waterfall Rising where | persuadedtbispend some 40 minutes digging underwa
in only slightly warmer conditions than in May. M&s very impressed and could see on over grg
banks for some distance. The others had anothkralba prospective dig near the Alt Bar only to
find it of little promise. Weather and midges bad.

SCOTLAND
Sutherland
dive

Waterfall Rising
28/8/93
Alex, Mike O’Driscoll

20m

Inchnadamph

The three of us took turns diggirthe sump,
Alex for 40 mins, Mike and | for 30 mins ansd
20 mins respectively. About 8’ of progress was
made making the underwater cave now some
20’ long and looking excellent for further
progress. The compacted boulder and gravel

ter
vel

15-




floor is easy to dig by using a crowbar or
entrenching tool and dragging armfuls of spoil
back to the entrance where it is swept into the
Traligill River. The only real problem here is th
coldness of the water and, in August, the billio
of man-eating midges at the Glenbain Cottage
changing area! We then went to Jimmy Crook]
in Lochinver to fill the six diving bottles for
£5.00 — very cheap! The day was finished off
with an hour or so of trench digging at the
rapidly expanding new GSG cottage. A good
day’s work in much better weather with fine
views, less midges and even some warmth.
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SCOTLAND Damoclean Dig 2% hr | Alltnan Squally, windier weather at last got rid of the
Sutherland 29/8/93 Uamh fucking midges. Julian, and later Nick, had been
Julian Walford, Alex, working on this dig earlier in the week and had
Nick Williams moved lots of spoil. Heaps more was removed
(WCC), (Jake, Estelle and stream-swallowing holes began to appeatr|in
Tav) the floor. Unfortunately several collapses of the
RH wall occurred creating more spoil but also
revealing large airspaces behind — obviously an
unhealthy boulder choke which though
draughting strongly seems to be too dangerous to
enter. Before packing in we brought down lots|of
large boulders from the roof and walls and left
the place to consolidate over the winter. | think
the best way of working this place is to follow
the back wall straight down and shore up the
sides with large boulders. Not an easy job.
A short and generally unproductive flying visit fo
Assynt, largely spoilt by midges and high water
conditions but also generating enthusiasm for the
next trip.
Somerset Barrow Rake Swallet |% hr Priddy 20 skiploads to surface. Jake did rabtte
1/9/93 digging while I hauled from surface, sunbathed
Jake and nursed my bad cold. Jake opened up the top
of a narrow, choked rift. CQwithin 6’ of the
surface to start with but Mike Thompson’s
vacuum cleaner soon sorted it out.
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Somerset Eastwater Cavern 1h 40m | Priddy To Morton’s Pot dig where | filled BAgs with
2/9/93 spoil, all of which were dragged back to the
Jake bottom of the Pot by Jake. The puddle was very
much in evidence but soon got soaked up in the
spoil and carted out giving us a tolerably dry
working face. Another nice pothole has been
cleared out and the way in is still down the dip
Somerset Eastwater Cavern 1%hr Priddy Jake filled 21 bags and | hauled thexk to the
3/9/93 base of Morton’s Pot. A hauling session to empty
Jake them all is now desperately needed.
Somerset Attborough Swallet |3h 25m | Red Quar See below

5/9/93

Trev Hughes, Paul,
Dave, Roger Marsh,
Nigel, Richard
(Cotham CG)

The Cotham lads had recently discovered severareds of feet of large chamber and streamwa|
from a dig at the foot of the entrance shaft —iartthe process having the honour of being the first
team to put the new Mendip Underground out of dakely wanted the place surveyed so Trev an
offered to do it and have a tourist trip at the sdime.

From the previously flooded rift they have dug dosame 20’ or so to reach the head of a large
stream passage in Red Marl. After some 50’ this tpter and about 30’ further enters the side of
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large, inclined chamber/stream passage about #89’dand up to 15’ high floored with large
sandstone cobbles. There are some fine examples<afork throughout this section. From the foot
of the chamber the combined streams can be folldaresome 30’ to a gravel choke. A parallel,
muddy tube some 90’ long leads to the terminalagid a short crawl halfway up the main chamber
connects back to the first section of streamway fBip of the main chamber ends in a horrific
boulder choke.
There are a few small formations in places buttlén interest of the cave lies in its size and
formation in the Marl beds — all very similar to §iore Swallet with which it is hydrologically
connected. Paul and Dave dug at the end and opgnadother 10’ or so of tube to a narrow section
then pushed an inlet near the breakthrough poinittan a few feet of the upper series of the cave.
This could provide an entertaining round trip. dwt a few feet of the terminal streamway but this
will be a long job. Trev opened up the connectimmfthe chamber to the entrance streamway We
surveyed most of the extension, missing out thie3@'sof filthy tube and the entrance dig. We will
complete it another day and also survey the upgréess
This is a most interesting discovery and well desétby the lads, who have worked bloody hard at
this site over the last couple of years. It wiludess encourage further work in the Red Quar /
Wigmore area which obviously contains a major systé passages feeding upstream Wigmore
Swallet.
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Somerset Snake Pit Hole 1hr Priddy 1) The spoil bags from the end were dragged
Brimble Pit Swallet |{10m Westbury back to the bottom of the entrance rift, as were
6/9/93 another five filled at the dig. Two slabs of plaste
1) John Ashton (YKS) and 0.5m Pentaflex were fired with a No.8
2) Alone detonator on the loose boulders and solid ledge at

the dig face. Some bastard had smashed off the
lock and damaged the concrete capping.
Obviously not a caver this twatt(s) must be ong
of the vast horde of utter fucking idiots infesting
Mendip at this moment in time.
2) | then took the opportunity to visit Willy
Stanton’s impressive dig at Brimble Pit. He has
stone-lined the sides of the depression and built
foot-holds all the way down a spectacularly
waterworn, roomy, ¢.70’ deep shaft in calcite
between conglomerate walls. At the base of this a
very short section of presently dry streamway
leads off. This is a fairly promising looking site
that needs a good banging job, though where |t is
likely to go is a moot point. Another classic
Willy dig. A couple of large black Great Crested
newts were spotted underground. Worth a visit.
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Somerset Snake Pit Hole 1h 10m | Priddy The bang had done a good job. | loaehmpty
8/9/93 bags so loads of rock and clay was heaped up on
Alone the ledge above the dig. It is now possible to

poke a crowbar in various directions without
touching rock! As the boulders in the ceiling
were becoming unsupported | left the cave to
stabilise itself. In the meantime Jake, Ivan,
Davey, Vince and Estelle hauled 53 full bags qut
of Eastwater Cavern 380’ Way Dig.

Somerset White Pit lhr Priddy Tourist trip for these two young Derbiysh
14/9/93 cavers. We visited Talus IV and Waist of Thyme.
Dan (Sheffield USS) They were both very impressed. There are stil
and Emma high CQ levels in the cave despite recent heayy

rain.

Somerset Snake Pit Hole Y hr Priddy Nipped down to bang the large bouldeictv
15/9/93 Vince and Co yesterday found to have fallen qut
Alone of the ceiling as prophesied on 8/9/93! | used 2
(visitors:-Prew & slabs plaster, ¥2 m Pentaflex and 1 No.8 Det.
Brenda) Fired from surface. | also emptied out the few

bags remaining from the clearing trip of the
previous night.




Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
17/9/93
Alone

1%hr

Priddy

Cave dry. A foot deep puddle in tigewlas soon
mopped up with spoil and some 20 or so bags|
were filled. A tiny, potentially open cross rift |
the ceiling draughts well and the hollow sound
when digging could be an indication that we ar
on the verge of a breakthrough. (On 18/9/93
Vince and Snablet visited the Blackwall Tunne
by-pass dig and fired a charge of 2 slabs plast
1 m Pentaflex and a No.8 det on the last bit of
wall preventing access to Chamber of Horrors
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CHANNEL
ISLANDS
Alderney

Fort Albert
fortifications
19/9/93

Martin Grass, lan
(RN) Pat (Bristol
Aeroplane — Flying
Club)

St. Anne

Glenys Grass and Pat flew us to Aldefray
Bristol Airport in a Piper Saratoga light airplang
After a 1 hour flight we landed in superb weath
on this very attractive island. We walked into S
Annes to hire mountain bikes then headed for
Fort Albert — a Victorian coastal fortress with
concrete German additions dating from their
invasion of the island during the last war.
Various tunnels and “underground” passages
beneath the Fort and one of these was visited
led down two flights of steps to a collapsed gu
emplacement and several storerooms. A dug
tunnel, held up by massive but collapsing
wooden shoring timbers, led after a dodgy bit
crawling to an opening into the dry moat and t
sealed entrance to the interior of the fort. Ther,
must be literally hundreds more of these
“subterranea” on the island.

Devon

Rocky Acres Cave(s)
20/9/93

1x Alone

2x Pete Glanville
(visitors Mike and
Angie Glanville, Jane)

1h 10m

Kingsteignton

Just before lunch | went déhenCave (as
opposed to the Pot above) and drilled one
shothole in the LH wall of the terminal dig. A
0.5m Pentaflex charge was laid with one slab
Gelatine on the RH wall. This was fired from th
entrance with a No.8 detonator.

After lunch at the Rydon, and a visit to Bill
Tolfice’s house, we returned to Rocky Acres tg
meet the Family Glanville who were on a flying
visit. Pete and | went down to clear the large
amount of rubble from the very effective
morning’s bang and | then laid a charge of 0.5
Pentaflex to two separate slabs of Gelatine in
order to demolish a rock and make it easier to
work at the end. This was also fired with a No.
det.

Rocky Acres Pot was also briefly looked at but
did not have time to bang it.

It is now a matter of the Peters Glanville and
Rose clearing the spoil and reporting on what
ahead.
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Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
22/9/93
Pete Hellier, Andy
Sanford

1h 50m

Priddy

The twenty two bags filled on 17/9evdragged
to the bottom of Morton’s Pot and a further 30
odd bags filled and also dragged to Morton’s
ready for a major hauling session. The dig is s
looking good with lots of large, polished cobblg
in the fill. This was followed by a session in the
pub with my “cousin” Geoffrey Thomas and my
original caving partner of the mid sixties, Steve
Shepstone! Both are now, like me, in the outdq
leisure business.
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Somerset

Shute Shelve Cavern

24/9/93

1h 25m

Axbridge

Tom Chapman wanted a banging jobgdat the

end of the low, scalloped tube on the LH side

Df




Jake the main chamber (looking in). First we looked
the dig at the far end of the cave where the
continuation of the main passage/chamber is
blocked by boulders and sand. A lot of spoil ha
been shifted here but there is still a vast amou
of work to be done. In the tube | struggled to th
end where | could get my legs down a rift just
too tight to pass but with a probable open tube
below. After a lot of pratting about with the dril
and an uncharged heavy battery (!) | got in %
shothole. This was packed with the end ofa 1
length of Pentaflex and the other end inserted
one slab of Gelamex. The charge was fired frg
the entrance to the passage. On the way out W
visited Pit Prop Passage and had a good look
round the first chamber on the off chance of
finding prehistoric wall engravings (a theory |
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had) to no avail. Several bats were in residence
and hundreds of tiny fies. In the woods, near the
cave entrance a large buzzard was seen. Superb
cave and a pleasant afternoon’s work.
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Yorkshire (Hunt Pot) - Penyghent Jane and | walked up Penyghent in reasonable
(Hull Pot) - Penyghent | weather — the last of the Three Peaks for both|of
Gatekirk Cave Y hr Bruntscar us! The impressive entrances of Hunt and Hul
27/9/93 Pots were visited — the former being a very
(Jane) attractive place and the latter more awe-inspiring.
alone In the afternoon | visited Gatekirk Cave and was
very impressed by the first few hundred feet of
stream passage. This unfortunately degenerates
to flat out crawling in the stream so | didn't pugh
it but got equally wet and muddy in the fairly
extensive East Bedding Series. Nice formations
and well worth a visit. Stayed with John and Sue
Riley at the Old Hill Inn.
Somerset Eastwater Cavern 1h 50m | Priddy 40 bags of crap hauled out from thtéoln of
29/9/93 Morton’s Pot to halfway up the 380’ Way.
Jake, Estelle, Pete Bloody hard work. Jake dug at the end and
Hellier, Andy reports that the LH wall is undercutting and that
Sandford the passage will have to be dug about 4 feet
vertically. Still looks good.
Somerset Attborough Swallet |1h 20m | Red Quar See below

30/9/93
Jake, Estelle

The Cotham lads are now digging at the end ofriien streamway”, below the large chamber an
had reached a narrow rift in marl which needed wiitig with explosives. They asked me if | woulg
do it and so following a day of continual heavynralake, Estelle and | (the latter two not having
been in the cave) went to do the job. At the egahwas obvious that it was going to be a wet tri
as a large stream was sinking near the pipes amthgoaway below. The climb down the first fixed
ladder was enlivened by the large stream whichgmbon down the excavated pit into the lower
series. | went down first and was accompanied tsydblarge stones and gravel, as was Estelle.
When Jake came down a whole lot more shifted, dicfyiat least one large boulder — which nearl
trapped the Bosch drill — effectively sealing umithe cave! Luckily the CCG had pushed a crawl
from here up to the upper series, which could lgel @s an escape route. The streamway was no
full flow and very impressive as it rushed on tmja lesser stream coming down the main chamb
Water spurted in from various inlets throughout¢hee and the whole lot poured on down to the
dig, rolling cobbles along as it went. Judging by foam on the roof conditions had been worse
earlier in the day. At the dig | managed to sithie stream and drill four shotholes before plaar
metre Cordtex charge with one No.8 det. and firirfgoisily) from the main chamber. A visit to the
parallel tube was cancelled due to the outwardglralringing back bang fumes. The interesting
“flood exit” crawl was then followed to the uppearris and included a tight 8" high “aven” which
proved interesting — especially to Estelle who @lywadded in the bum region!

Back out via the awkward upper series after anlkeeand very damp little trip. This is going te b
a Mendip classic and would be a fantastic tripifimected to Wigmore Swallet.
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Somerset

Attborough Swallet
3/10/93

Trev Hughes, Mike
O'Driscoll (GSG)
(visitors Brian
Hansford)

2h 35m

Red Quar

This was a banging, digging, stimgegnd
tourist trip for Mike. | went down first and
gardened the first climb, getting rid of the heap
of boulders which had collapsed on the last tri
After re-opening this easy way in | continued t
the streamway dig and cleared the small amol
of spoil from the last bang. | then drilled four 4
deep shotholes and inserted 2m of Pentaflex
which was attached to 1 No.8 det. Trev and M
meanwhile cleared the large cobbles from the
approach. Leaving the charge unfired we all th
continued on along the filthily muddy parallel
crawl to Trev’s last survey point. He and Mike
surveyed on down the crawl while | went to the
bitter end and spent some time digging mud a
stones from the flooded crawlway. A short dro
seems to lie ahead and the sound of the main
stream was clearly audible some distance in
front. With a digging bar and possible bang thi
dig should go and will almost certainly by pass
the streamwy dig. It is a decidedly grotty spot!
return was then made to the active cave wherg
much needed shower was taken under the 6’
waterfall, a reasonable sized stream flowing
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through the cave today but nowhere near as mush

as on the last trip. The bang was then fired an
the survey continued from the first crawl into
Cotham Hall up to the surface. There now only
remains the upper series to survey and the “flg
exit” crawl. An enjoyable and useful trip. Mike
was impressed.
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WALES
Breconshire

Ogof Agen
Allwedd/Ogof Gam
4/10/93

Mike O’Driscoll,

Jake, Brian Hansford,
Nick Williams

2h 35m

Llangattock

Banging trip to the aven atehd of Midnight
Passage where a large slab held up even mor
large slabs! We were all a bit wrecked followin
BEC dinner weekend but got to the site in abo
an hour. | laid three separate slabs of plaster ¢
the sides of the slab connected with 1.5 metre
Pentaflex. This was fired, noisily, from about
100’ up the passage and after a fag break we
staggered back out of the cave. My kit was we
up to scratch for this trip — new Mac suit, new
Helly Hanson furry suit, FX5 and the first trip f
the WODI — an excellent bit of kit which can be
easily carried or dragged through the cave. W

couldn’t be bothered with visiting any other par

of the system. Met Martyn Farr in the car park
and had a natter.
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Somerset

6/10/93 Jake, Mike O’'Driscoll and | inigetied several swallets and shakeholes in Stodk Hil
Forest, halfway between Snake Pit Hole and AttbgihoBwallet. Two very large swallets were se¢
to be taking large streams and one of these waly plgared of brushwood and timber to reveal th
stream sinking easily in the bottom of an orandéyemud collapse. A lot of work will need to be
done here to open up the cave which certainlydedsw. There is every chance that the large amg
of water sinking in this area reaches Wigmore k@unknown streamway between there and
Attborough Swallet. Further work in the latter cavill be extremely interesting as there should be
many major inlets entering from the west. This cand “His Lordship’s Hole” were taking a great

deal of water — hardly surprisin

g in the atrociguskt weather we are having at present.

® >

unt

Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
6/10/93

Mike O’Driscoll, Pete
Hellier, Alex Gee,

lhr

Priddy

10 loads out. The last bang had effebtiv
smashed up the boulder but had also helped i
loosening up the mass of large boulders in the
ceiling. They were judged to be far too unstabl




Estelle, Jake

to leave in place and so we broughtdown
with a crowbar — the other being well wedged
and needing a dose of bangto sort it out. The
cave was particularly wet and muddy and afte
removing the small amount of spoil we gratefu
departed to the Hunter's to eat Jake'8 29
birthday cake.

Somerset

Attborough Swallet
8/10/93

Mike, Guy (London
University

1hr

Red Quar

Tourist trip for the lads and anotfaur
shothole, 2m cord and 1 No.8 det” trip for me.
Paul and Dave had been down on the previou
day and built a sandbag dam below the 2m
waterfall which effectively sent most of the ma
stream down into the muddy parallel crawl, thy
making the streamway dig much drier — a goo
job in the circumstances as a vast amount of
water was entering the cave. They had also dy
out a 6’ long section of streamway to the left o
the terminal rift dig and the spoil from this
formed a dam which meant the dig itself was
almost bone dry and very comfortable to work
The charge was set and fired and this may jus
the last one needed. The new streamway dig
undoubtedly bypasses this site but also looks
a banging job. Good trip, much enjoyed by the
lads.
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Somerset

Attborough Swallet
10/10/93

Alex Gee, Trev
Hughes

3h 10m

Red Quar

| went to the streamway dig taalay fire yet

ly

19
f

in.
t be

ike

another four hole, 2m cord and 1 No.8 det charge

— hopefully the last. Trev and Alex helped me
with the kit then went back to the iron ladder v
the “escape route” to continue with the survey
later met them in the upper series and helped
them survey out of the “escape route” back to
streamway. These passages are a real “collec
item”. Back at the dig | found the charge to ha
a done a good job and some spoil was remove
The way on seems to be a partly choked bedd
plane and much digging is now needed to ope
the place up. The stream could be heard roari
on ahead in the distance. It's now up to the
Cotham lads to clear themselves a way in. Thg
cave seems to be heading to the right hand sic
of the adjacent farmhouse i.e. down Tor Hole
valley. A drastic change of direction is needed
bring it in line for Wigmore Swallet.
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Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
Attborough Swallet
11/10/93

1) Rich Blake

2) Rich Blake, Dave,
Jim (CCG)

1h 10m
1h 5m

Priddy
Red Quar

In the morning Rich and | went to Morton’s Po
in the hope of digging onwards despite the we

conditions and the fact that Jake had found the

dig to be sumped at the weekend. The dams 3
pipes were working well and no water was
flowing down the 380" Way. At the head of the
new canyon below Morton’s Pot though, we hi
the sump, only a couple of feet shallower that
the weekend. The main reason for this is the
large stream pouring in from a previously
unnoticed hole on the LH side — obviously the
water being diverted by the pipes into the Upp
Traverse! Not to be outdone we filled and
stacked a few bags of loose stuff from below t
inlet then went to the Upper Traverse to look g
the pipes. These will need to be extended to ta
the water down the Traverse towards Primrose
Path — hopefully a job for tomorrow night.

t

nd

t
At

er

his
t
ke

)

Having plenty of time before lunch we then




drove across to Attborough Swallet so that Rig
couls see the new bits. On arrival we found a
couple of Cotham lads already digging at the ¢
of the streamway so spent an hour helping the
haul back spoil. As we left for the pub they

m

seemed to be on the verge of breaking through to

a possible 15’ pitch. We left them to it but on
returning in the afternoon found that they had

gone home so presumably no big breakthrough.

Not a wasted day but fairly uninspiring. (Paul

and Dave from the Cotham Caving Group werg

met in the pub that evening. They had got into
about 50 feet of new stuff including a 10’ free
climbable pitch and with a diggable way on.
Work continues.
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Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
13/10/93

Ivn Sanford, Rich
Blake

1h 5m

Priddy

We took down four x 15’ lengths of'dI2xible

hose and a selection of bits of plastic waste pipe

and Jubilee clips in order to extend the length pf
the four diversion pipes taking the main stream

into the Upper Traverse. These were attached
worked amazingly well, the whole flow now
disappearing down another floor canyon just
before the tight section of the Traverse.

Unfortunately this hasn't solved the problem as |

and

found out on visiting the (recently sumped!) area

below Morton's Pot where the new inlet was st

pouring in. At least the dumped spoil will not be

carried back to the dig and the redistribution o
the stream may open something up. We now

need to extend the outflow pipes even further
along the Traverse until the water flows down
into Primrose Path and Primrose Pot. A trip

down, and photos of the latter in flood would be

well worth while!
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Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
Attborough Swallet
18/10/93

Rich Blake

1h 55m
40m

Priddy
Red Quar

a.m. Took three long reels of firehose down
Eastwater as far as the Upper Traverse where
they were attached to three of the four pipes
already in place. It was bloody hard work

attaching the hoses and reeling them along the

Traverse to Primrose Path — mainly caused by
our stupidly attaching the hoses first and lettin
them get full of water! Eventually we had them
all in place and water was flowing freely down
the Path towards Primrose Pot. It would be
interesting to descend the pot in wet condition
After clearing some rubbish from the Traverse
we headed out to the pub.

p.m. Quick trip into Attborough to visit the lates
Cotham find beyond the rift that | blasted for
them. From where | stopped banging a short, 1
out crawl led out over a 10’ pot. This was free
climbed down to a 15’ rift/pot with a fixed rope
At the foot of this a mud slope led down to an
impassable rift with a view into a section of fag
flowing streamway beyond. To enter this will
require digging and some hammer and chisel
work. There was about three times the amoun
water in this streamway than was entering the
cave so it may represent His Lordhip’s Hole
water or even that from the large swallets in th
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plantation. It looks almost impassable and




undoubtedly backs up but will probably go with
banging or chiselling. The walls of the two pots
are composed of conglomerate with apparentl
large limestone chunks in. Back at the top of the
10’ pot a short, muddy tube was entered for 6
or so to a point where it is partially blocked wit
marl and being actively dug. This may tie up
with the muddy parallel tube. An interesting little
find that hopefully will reveal more of this
fascinating system.
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Somerset Eastwater Cavern 1h 55m | Priddy The pipes were working well, the \Wweatwvas
20/10/93 good and the Morton’s Pot dig was not flooded,
Alex Gee, Pete Hellie apart from a foot deep puddle at the end. We

spent our time removing inwashed spoil to the
tune of about 20 bag loads. These were dragged
out to the bottom of Morton’s Pot. Luckily a
heap of filled bags had stopped most of the crap
from filling up the dig. Given chance to dry out|a
bit we can now get back to digging it regularly.
In the pub that night | presented Jim Hanwell

with an original “Morton’s Pot stemple” which

he had taken down some 40 years previously!|It
was the last one left vaguely “in situ” and we had
brought it out a few days ago.

SCOTLAND | Calaman Cave(s) 5m Suishnish See below
Isle of Skye Uamh Cinn 1h 5m | Allt nan Leac
(Rossshire) Ghlinn/Uamh Ceann
Mullach o’Chlinne

Rift/pot 15m Allt nan Leac
Uamh an XXXX 15m Allt nan Leac
23/10/93

1) Nick Williams

2) Mike O’Driscall,
Derek Jamieson,
Martin Hayes and Vic
(a concrete garden
gnome)

3) and 4) alone

This was the weekend of the GSG dinner, held frange on Skye, at the Broadford Hotel. On
Saturday morning Jane drove Nick and | along thektfrom Camas Malaig to Suishnish, to look at
the cave marked on the 1:50,000 sheet. On reatiéngrea we found two short sea caves — neither
being in Durness limestone as stated in Cavesatfé&3w. The larger is the 60’ long Calaman Cav
with a flock of resident pigeons and lots of washedebris and the adjacent smaller cave is
apparently used as a shelter at times, being wellahigh tide level. Though very small it may liel o
potential archaeological interest. Neither cavettwvanother visit.

Nick then went off with Jane on a tour of the islavhile | joined the enthusiastic members of the
Group in the Allt nan Leac valley. The through tisgHigh Pasture Cave was on the itinerary and pne
| had long been hoping to complete, having onlynbiegthe lower entrance before. Despite fairly wet
conditions we accomplished the trip, mainly thattkMike who wore a mask in the wet bits and
assisted us through. The fact that he was cargyicgncrete gnome in a BDH container didn’t seem
to slow him down at all! Vic — a fully fledged membhas done lots of trips | gather (though he was
later “gnomenapped” and is now resident in Mendip!)

This is a superb, thousand foot through trip inirgva lot of very aquaphobic ducks and a 5’ free
dive under a %2" airspace section. The coldnesBeoiater and froth covered ceiling do not
encourage one to linger. The upstream sectiondras superb rock scenery with marbled veining
interesting formations, attractive colouring etold@&n drops of condensation/algae(?) add to its
beauty. A short but classic cave and a must foSthe caver!

The weather had now closed in and thick, seethimgdcsurrounded us. We wandered around
looking for the others but found a partly openinfitead. | spent some time digging here and
eventually managed to squeeze down into some 168 ahepth of open rift which closed down at the
bottom. A frog was “rescued” from this hole.

Continuing on up valley we reached the recent G8&df Uamh an XXXX — hamed due to Mike
O'Driscoll’'s Australian nationality. Mike and Deréfsisted | have a look and waited at the entrance

1)




while | struggled through this short but attractikeyhole shaped passage made difficult to traverie

by the cave coral covered walls. | did not reaghehd/sump as | valued the remains of my wet s
too much! A couple of spiders were noticed in resizk.

Back down the hill for Annual Dinner (crap food kplénty of booze) after an excellent day on the
hill.
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SCOTLAND
Isle of Skye
(Rossshire)

5m See below

20m

Sea caves

Spar Cave (Sloched
Altrimen)

24/10/93

1) Alone

2) Pete Mulholland,
Matt Tuck (Jane,
Myrna)

Camas Malag
Elgol

While Pete and Mike had a sea dive to look fospaztive (but apparently non-existent) “Plaid
Holes” | investigated several short sea caves erstiore blow Camas Malag. Nothing of interest
found.

In the afternoon we drove to Elgol in magnificergather and between the awesome ranges of th

Cuillins to visit the sometime Victorian touristraiction of Spar Cave. This is also known locally a

Sloched Altrimen or Cave of the Nursling and isctead at low tide via a 200 foot long “geo” or
gorge. It is 310’ long and was visited and desatibg Dr Johnson.

We spent some time hunting for the cave in the grmea which was fortunate in that when we
eventually found it (by following a sign saying “@pCave”!) the tide had gone out sufficiently for
me to doff my trousers and start the approach tsaviowards the entrance. Matt joined me, then
the exciting traverse on up the gorge to the lgoget)y walled-up entrance. Pete followed, clutchin
his camera but the ladies decided against it.

The cave is in calcareous sandstone and is magnitfjcdecorate with pure white and grey calcite
formations, gours, flowstone, cave pearls, strawslehas been damaged by vandalism in the pa
but judging by the heavy water drip from the cejlia able to repair itself relatively quickly. Wi a
scrambled up over the massive flowstone barriéintbit sloped down at the end into a deepish,
green gour pool. | removed the rest of my clothebwaded / traversed across to find that the
passage closed down some 20’ beyond. Pete todkninating photos on my return! A side passag
near the entrance ends after only a few, muddy festiperb cave and another Skye classic as wg
the superb views on the main Cuillin range silhtagbin the evening sunset on our way back to
Broadford. A great day.
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SCOTLAND
Isle of Skye
(Rossshire)

Coire
Gaireallach

Uamh an Ard Achad
26/10/93
Pete

50m Short and sweet trip to this fine stream cave.
Continued the good work of the Grampian whg
had a couple of days previously cleared out sq
6 rubbish bags of old tins etc from the cave, by
bringing out another tackle bag full. Last time |
was here the place was full of bailer twine and
rotting sheep fleeces but this has all gone and
onlt the odd pile of Export cans, etc remains.
This is a very attractive and easy going cave a
Pete was impressed, especially by the golden
condensation drops so peculiar to the caves o
this area. The igneous Neptunian (?) dykes an
rock sculpture are also most impressive. Pity i
isn’t longer but the obviously flood prone
boulder choke at the end doesn’t show much
promise.

Drove from Skye to Inchnadamph, noting the
impressive amount of limestone at the head of
Loch Kishorn en route.
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SCOTLAND
Sutherland

5m Morning stroll up the Traligill Vi@l looking at
all the usual sites between Waterfall Rising an
Cnoc nan Uamh and finding nothing new of
interest. Stopped in the entrance of Lower
Traligill Cave for a fag and to let the girls get a
Log Book mention! Back to the Inch for lunch

then off on the long drive back to Mendip.

Lower Traligill Cave
27/10/93
Pete, Jane, Myrna

Inchnadamph

Somerset

Attborough Swallet |2h 10m | Red Quar Afternoon trip to survey the netahi to bang




31/10/93

Trev Hughes, Trebor
McDonald, Nick
Williams, Anna, Nigel
and Tony (CCG)

the terminal rift, just before the new streamway.

The cave was almost completely dry but there
was still plenty of water in the new streamway
flowing in from the left and pouring on ahead.
While Nigel and Tony (Cotham) had a look at
the new bit the rest of us spent some time
clearing stones back to Cotham Hall. Nick and
then went down and | drilled eight shotholes w
the 14mm bit. These | filled with eight lengths
80’ Pentaflex and joined them all together with
2m of Pentaflex cord and noe No.8 det.
Meanwhile Trev, Trebor and Nick completed tk
survey. They were all impressed with the
squeeze and head first exit over the 10’ pot! T
charge was fired from Cotham Hall and a rapig
exit made after a pleasant trip.
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Somerset

Attborough Swallet
1/11/93
Trev Hughes

2% hr

Red Quar

| went down first and commencedricigahe
spoil from the successful bang of the previous
day. This gave us some 6’ of roomy passage
enabling one to reach the streamway. Trev
arrived and assisted in digging and stacking th
spoil. | then drilled 3 ¥ (!) holes in both walls 4
the start of the stream passage. The battery s(
gave out as | had previously drilled a 6” shothg
in the muddy tube above th& pot where a mar
boulder obstructed progress. 4 x 6” lengths of
Pentaflex connected with 1.5 m of Pentaflex ¢
were fired with one No.8 detonator. A further g
of 80 Pentaflex and a 4” length of Pentaflex cq
fired by another No.8 det was fired in the uppe
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level shothole via a separate wire. | then retcbate

to the pub and Trevor to sign on the dole. This
a promising site but seems to have gained dej
too fast and the link to upstream Wigmore
Swallet may well be sumped for a considerabl
distance. There is always the chance of upper
level passages though and a large amount of i
passages should also be found. Theoretically
new streamway should soon start thurning to {|
left. Time will tell.
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Somerset

Attborough Swallet
2/11/93
Rich Blake

1hr

Red Quar

A miserable uninspiring and fairlglass trip!
The plan was to bang the end of the muddy
parallel tube which | gathered had become mu
cleaner. In dry grots we struggled along this st
filthy grovel to reach the flat out crawl and mug
pool at the end. By now my light had almost
completely failed and | eas soaked and genera
pissed off. There was no easy way to drill and
bang without wrecking the Bosch so | did a tok
bit of digging and we buggered off out, pausin
to look up the equally foul inlet (?) passage
halfway back. This appears to sump. Left all th
kit in the cave for tomorrow night. The end of t
mud tube appears to back up in high water
conditions as there is froth on the roof — thoug
the main stream can still be heard beyond. |
suspect a sump lies in wait not far along the m
streamway.

Somerset

Attborough Swallet
3/11/93
Paul, Dave, Rog

2 hr

Red Quar

Large turnout of Cotham lads on diggiourist,
etc trips. | went down first and drilled five

ch
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shotholes in the walls of the stream passage. ]

This



Marsh, Rich, Marcus can now be seen to close down almost

+4 CCG completely some 10’ ahead. Meanwhile, in the
muddy tube above théd“pot a couple of the lad
cleared the debris from the last bang until they
were able to see on for some 25’ or so. This
passage needs some clearance of mud to progress
but is potentially the best bet for further
extensions, being above and beyond the
streamway.

The five shotholes were loaded with a total of Lm
of 80 Cordtex and 2m of Pentaflex and fired wijth
one No.8 detonator from Cotham Hall. This sitg
can now be left for the lads to clear out the floor
as far as possible and also dig the upper passage.
We were told of a vocal connection between the
“sumped” inlet in the muddy parallel tube and a
too-tight phreatic tube above the banged sectipn
before the pots — thus proving Trevor’s survey

[2)
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Somerset 7/11/93. Assisted Trev Hughes with suitiagaling from the bench mark on Wigmore Farm agét
(adjacent to the road) to Attborough Swallet via Hordship’s Hole and another interesting swall¢
between these two. The swallets in the plantatierevalso revisited and both were noted to be dry.
Where is the Attborough streamway water coming fom

—

Somerset Eastwater Cavern 2h 25m | Priddy In the morning | took a load of new digging bags
(Barrow Rake down to Morton’s Pot to find the dig dry and a
Swallet) large toad in residence. | filled up some 20-30
8/11/93 bags and stacked them in the passage ready for
1) Alone (apart from 4 removal. Digging was easy and relatively
large toad!!) pleasant in roomy passage, though some of the
2) Jake (and 2 frogs) spoil had been washed in in the last flood. The
(Trev Hughes and twq last bag was used to remove the toad from hig
dogs) dark and lonely vigil and transport him to his

new home in the Belfry washing pond.

After lunch we started re-digging Barrow Rake
Swallet after the collapses of the last flood which
had filled up some 5’ depth of the dig with sticky
mud and organic debris. Jake dug, Trev winched
and | emptied the skips — at least fifteen being
removed plus two frogs. A great day for the
Reptilean Rescue Service!

Somerset Barrow Rake Swallet [1% hr Priddy At least 20 skip loads of foul smaedlitncredibly
11/11/93 sticky mud were hauled out. A couple of feet of
(Rich Blake) downward progress was made.

(visitor:- Jake)

Somerset 12/11/93. Went for a lunchtime walk arodfells Golf Course area noting the uninspiring Golf
Course Swallet en route. An interesting limestomegtomerate area but with no obvious digging
sites.

Page 153
Somerset 14/11/93. Trev and | joined Alex, Estalid Jake at Barrow Rake Swallet to find the c.Raftsfull

to ground level with water!! So much for the draygipen rift and promising dig! Trev, Alex and |
then walked around Pen Hill area and returnedealt to find the water level down by only a foo

or so.

Somerset Eastwater Cavern 1% hr Priddy The aim of the day was to do an Sipro the
Barrow Rake Swallet bottom of Primrose Pot in the wet conditions
15/11/93 created by our diversionary piping. Three bags of
1) Rich Blake, Trev Bluewater and SRT kits were dragged to Tether
Hughes Chamber down a very wet Primrose Path and ||
2) Alone (Trev, Rich, inserted myself in the squeeze — in company with
Jake) the stream. This was very unpleasant as | was

wearing a fleece suit and getting wet and cold
We then decided it was not a wise move to do|the
trip in either dry kit or with the stream going

down and called it a day — leaving most of the




tackle in the chamber for future use. We then

went to Morton’s Pot dig and hauled a dozen g

so bags to the head of the Pot before departin
the pub for lunch. There was a foot of water in
the dig (not bad!), the Boulder Ruckle guidelin
was repaired and various bags taken out for
disposal or repair.

After lunch we visited Barrow Rake to find that]

-

g to

D

the water had gone down but another mega mud

collapse had occurred — back to stage 1!
Surface visits were then made to Stock Hill Mi
Cave, Snake Pit Hole, and Bowery Corner
Swallet. All were in a tidy condition and at the
latter we dug out a heap of crap from the sluic

ne

1%

Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
17/11/93

Rich Blake, Estelle,
Pete Hellier

1%hr

Priddy

Bag hauling from Morton’s Pot andtlyaup the

380’ Way. The base of the pot was cleared ready

for the construction of a spoil wall.
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Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
22/11/93
Trev Hughes

2h 40m

Priddy

The dig had at least 2 foot of watego little
could be done here. Instead Trev bolted a sho
section of dexion as a stemple across the top

Morton’s Pot to act as a foothold when winching

and | cleaned up the base of the Pot and built
some 3 foot of retaining wall to contain spoil.

This was drystone built but will be more secure
with the addition of cement, as was done on the
nearside of the Pot. The lack of large rocks may

be an embarrassment and they may have to b
brought down to the dig from the 380" Way! A
fair amount of old spoil was dug from the floor
of the pot and backfilled. A load of “tube” sack
were taken out for repair. The entrance was w
iced up following the first snow of winter the
previous day — ZiNovember — my 42

birthday. (Excellent MRO Stomp on Sat. night
and birthday barrel early Sunday morning.)
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Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
23/11/93
Jake

1%hr

Priddy

The entrance was half full of icehngome fine
ice formations and crystals. It would not take

much more to seal up the way in! Two bag loads

of cement mix were taken down to the bottom
Morton’s Pot and the new spoil wall was grout
up. The dig was still flooded so we then spent
some time moving bags back through the narr
section above the Pot into the 380" Way prope
Some of the flood settled spoil at “Jepson’s Di
was also bagged up. Hopefully work will
continue here tomorrow.
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Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
24/11/93
Trev, Andy Sandford

1h 50m

Priddy

All of the bags in 380’ Way, about 4@re
dragged up to the Traverse and emptied — not
easy job. A start was also made on emptying {
large bags which form a temporary dam in the
squeeze beyond “Jepson’s Dig”.
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Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
26/11/93
Alone

1%hr

Priddy

The dig was still 2-3’ under watet bmanaged
to remove three full bags and dig some spoll
from above water. Another few bags were fille
and stacked before my light gave up the ghost
and | had to head on out. There is little that ca
be done here in wet conditions.

L

Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
28/11/93
Jake, Estelle

2h 20m

Priddy

3 bag loads of sand/cement mix wakert down
to the new wall at the bottom of Morton’s Pot
where Jake cemented another foot or so of stq

nes




on top. This was backfilled with bags of spoil
dragged up from the (still flooded) dig by Estelle
and myself. The cement was then left to set and
we spent some time clearing the old, densely
packed spoil from the crawl above Morton’s Pot.
All useful stuff.

Somerset

Attborough Swallet
30/11/93
Jake

55m

Red Quar

Banging job for the Cotham lads. Bsstd
plaster and 1.5m of cordtex, with one No.8
detonator were placed on the walls of the stream
passage and fired from Cotham Hall. It was
hoped that this would widen the rift to allow
digging down to the left trending continuation to
be done. More of the entrance slope has
collapsed and needs tidying. There is still plenty
of loose stuff to come down!

Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
1/12/93

Jake, Estelle, Pete
Hellier, Richard May
(visitors:Neil Riach?,
Steve NXXXX +1)

1h 55m

Priddy

Tidying up trip. Two bag loads of @rtaken
down which Jake used to build up the spoil wal
another foot or so. Several bags of spoil were
dumped in behind it. The rest of us then
continued with and completed the clearing of the
passage above Morton’s Pot back to its original,
roomier condition. At least 20 bags of spoil were
dragged up the 380" Way and about 12 of these
were dumped. A lump of ancient bang wire was
taken out.
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Somerset

Attborough Swallet
5/12/93
Keith Savory (WCC)

55m

Red Quar

Tourist trip for Keith — impressedeesally as
the pushing of upstream Wigmore Swallet is h
project! We laid a 2 slab Gelamex charge with
1m of Pentaflex and 1 No.8 det in the stream
passage at the bottom. The last charge had ng
significantly improved the size of the place but
suspect that the walls are well shattered. Fired
the charge from Cotham Hall.

Came out via the top of Cotham Hall and the
round trip through the upper series. Nice trip.

(7]
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Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
6/12/93

Rich Blake, Trev
Hughes

2h 40m

Priddy

Spent the morning firing up one & BEC hand
pumps and going to the pub for an early lunch
the afternoon we dragged twenty feet of plasti¢
pipe, the pump, etc down to the dig below
Morton’s Pot and after lots of buggering about
succeeded in pumping about half of the water
into the backfilled bedding plane on the RH side
(the old dig). This quite happily flowed away and
did not come back into the dig — well worth all
the effort of this trip just to establish this fact
The pump then started playing up, as usual, and
combined with the hard work needed to opera
it we decided to pack in and return with a larger
bore inlet pipe. Little gained on this trip except
experience!

(¢}

Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
7/12/93
Jake, Rich

1h 10m

Priddy

2 metres of new, 1 %" plastic pipe veken
down to replace the narrow bore pipe on the
pump inlet. We also took down three bags of pre-
mixed concrete which were used to lay a solid
floor in the bottom of the rift above Morton’s
Pot. This should prevent too much gravel getting
washed in during floods. The pump started off
operating well and the water level began to go
down until suddenly the pump failed. It was
assumed that there was grit in the diaphragm.
Having no screwdriver with us we buggered o
to the pub. Water levels in the cave were rather




high anyway and pumping on this occasion
would hardly have been worthwhile. At least w|
are almost all prepared for a major onslaught
when conditions become drier. New handle als
fitted to pump.

50
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
8/12/93
Trev, Estelle

1h 40m

Priddy

Several sections of iron girder wiaken down
to be used as shoring in the dig. The longest
section was over 4’ and despite our worries it
went relatively easily down the cave. At the en
it was found that the large, unstable roof bould
had collapsed leaving a reasonably stable ceil
above. After some barring down three large
boulders were left for removal with explosives
and a large amount of spoil and rocks were
passed back to the first chamber. The place
actually looks a lot more inspiring now than it
did on my last visit. Future work will involve
building a shored shaft in the end chamber to
enable us to get down to and dig along the rift
below. Spoil can then be stacked around this
shaft. A good winter project! (Meanwhile Ivan,
Jake and Rich laid another four bagloads of
concrete in the crawl above Morton’s Pot in
Eastwater Cavern.)

ers

Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
12/12/93
Trev

1%hr

Priddy

Trev went down first and set abostlibulders
with a sledge hammer. | joined him and a lot o
rock and spoil was removed. Much of this was
packed behind boulders in the short pitch befg
the end. We will now carry on digging straight
ahead into the sand filled passage(?) which ex
above the rift.

f

re
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
13/12/93

1) Dan Sullivan,
Emma Porter
(Wolverhampton
UCC)

2) Alone

2% hr

Priddy

In the morning Dan and Emma move#sado
the base of the entrance shaft while | dug and
filled bags at the end. These were then dragge
back to the first chamber and we retired to the
pub. In the afternoon | went back down with
masses of new digging bags and filled well ovg
twenty of them. A major clearing out trip is nov
needed. The passage at the end is a deep san
filled rift with undercuts and is sticky but easy
digging. In the prevailing flood conditions on
Mendip there was a very large stream sinking
Wheel Pit but this could not be heard in Snake
Pit Hole. (Jake filled more sacks on 14/12/93)
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
16/12/93
Alone

1h 10m

Priddy

| carried on filling bags in the aftthe end.

Suddenly, and totally silently, an enormous w3
block some 3x2x2 feet slid out to rest on the
opposite wall, part of it pushing my head forwa
as it went! If | had been a foot to the right, as |
had been for most of the time, | would have be
trapped, badly crushed or worse. The suddenr
of the collapse was probably responsible for m
lack of shock and | carefully squeezed out fron
under the boulder then propped it and filled a f
more bags before deciding that made the dig t
awkward to work easily and will have to be
removed with bang. All the filled bags, plus
Jake’s pile, were moved just up the passage
(along with the tools) in case of further collaps
The mud/conglomerate/limestone nature of thi

area can obviously not be trusted and roof fall

SO




are possible at any time — and without warning

due to the cushioning effect of the sand and clay.

Somerset

Priddy Green Sink
Swildon’s Hole
20/12/93

Davey Lennard,
Snablet

Y% hr
25m

Priddy

Due to road flooding problems Priddy Green
Sink had been re-opened the previous weeke
by Butch, Mike Thompson, the BEC etc and

Prew and Rick Halliwell had been down to find

it

practically unchanged after some 20 odd years$ of

being closed. The original bang wire and (rotte
buckets were still in situ. Taking advantage of

this we went down for a look and to assess the

possibilities for a dig. After the short entrance

pitch the cave consists of a steeply descending

canyon-type passage ending in a
mud/gravel/cowsh choke — eminently diggable
with modern techniques. Spoil could be easily
bagged and dragged back to a roomy aven

chamber halfway back towards the entrance. If
permission is granted by the local parish council

we will have a, probably combined club, dig in
the hopes of opening an entrance to Cowsh
Avens in Swildons IV. Lots of old bang wire,

n)

animal syringes etc were removed from the cave.
Despite the very wet conditions the cave was not

taking a large stream and will generally be dry,

It's relatively clean despite the large amounts of

cowsh in the area.
To wash off we went down Swildon’s to the he|
of the 20’ Pot. The cave was well flooded and
magnificent — there being a large stream in the
Dry Way than in the Wet Way! The old Forty

and the climb below the Water Chamber were
raging waterfalls and scoured us clean instant
A great little trip. If any idiots get down there

this week there will almost certainly be a rescy
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
22/12/93

Jake, (Trev), Pete
Hellier

1h 35m

Priddy

Trev (and Pete) hauled from the serfac.85
loads out!! | laid a 2 slab, 1 det 1m Pentaflex
charge at the end which misfired. Not having 3
fresh wire the charge was left for 24 hours. Th
are only some twenty of so bags left in the cay
A good night’'s work.

Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
23/12/93

Trev Hughes, Nick
Hawkes

40m

Priddy

Quick trip to sort out the misfire arabihout the
last few bags — 27 in number. Nick’s first visit.
On reaching the surface the THREE of us wer
amazed to see a bright STAR in the sky. We
were only bearing mud, old bang wire and an ¢
army battery at the time so were relieved whe
turned out to be an aeroplane’s landing light!

Somerset

Tusker's Folly (18
Acre Cave)
Attborough Swallet
25/12/93 (Christmas
Day)

Rich Blake

Y4 hr

Ya hr

Priddy

Red Quar

Two short “sub-contracting” jobs before the
traditional Christmas Day lunchtime session. |
Eighteen Acre we laid a 1 slab, 1 det, ¥2m
charge between the boulders in one of Tusker
digs. Fired from surface.

Then to Attborough Swallet where | paid a 1
slab, 1 det, ¥ m cord charge on a recently
infallen boulder at the base of the climb down
(breakthrough point). This was making access
difficult and threatening to hold up other fallen
material. After the charge was laid | started
coming out when Rich yelled “below”. It took a
split second to decide to stay put rather than |

ny
ere
e.

DX -
nit

h

it

the falling rock hit the exposed detonator and
got a good smack on the head from an 8” squ
stone! Luckily | wasn’t damaged so we rapidly

re




left the cave and fired the charge successfully
from the surface (though with shaking hands!)

With clear consciences we then went to the pub.
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Somerset

Attborough Swallet
27/12/93

Marcel, Hans (5), Sjir,
Eline, Anne, (Speleo
Limburg)

1h 5m

Red Quar

Took the five Dutch cavers on aigbtrip

around the cave. They were “suitably impressed”

by the place — comparing it to the grotty little
caves of Belgium! | also cleared the bang deb
and other broken rock from the breakthrough
point. There is still plenty more to fall down
though. The streamway at the end had obviou
backed up a long way during the recent floods
not a very encouraging sign.

is

Sly

Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
28/12/93
Alone

2h 10m

Priddy

To clear bang debris from 23/12/9% Tesults

were more than expected — a large heap of mud
and boulders showing that the blast had brought
down more of the ceiling and walls on top of the

well shattered boulder. A couple of hours was
then spent backfilling part of the chamber and
filling bags of mud until | could reach and sma
up the blasted rock. We are now back to the ri
at a point where an arched, phreatic,

conglomerate tube seems to go off full of sand.

Digging conditions are very shitty as Davey
Lennard and Trev Hughes found out in the
afternoon when the filled another dozen or so

bags and dragged all the day’s spoil back to the

“main chamber”. | would suggest that a few
more digging sessions will prove or otherwise
the potential and safety of this site.
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Somerset

White Pit
30/12/93
Snablet, Rich Blake

50m

Priddy

Continual pissing rain had narrowed down
options on digs and White Pit should have by
now regained some fresh air. We went in via

Waist of Thyme and abseiled down the 40 Backs

to Masters Hall where we climbed to Pete
Hellier's dig and laid a 1 slab, 0.3m cord, 1 det
charge on the wall on the right. This was fired
from Masters Hall and we climbed out of the
cave via Coffee Pot route. The air seemed fres
today and a considerable trickle of water was
flowing down the 40 Backs to sink in the suicid
choke dig below.

Somerset

Swildon’s Hole
31/12/93

Barry Weave, Trev,
Davey, Rich Blake,
Jake

1hr

Priddy

Magnificently wet trip down to Sump Adaback

to freshen us up for the New Year celebrations.

Barry went through the sump but Trev got his
head stuck in it and retreated. | hurt my ankle
jumping off somewhere. In via the Wet Way ar

back out via the even wetter Dry Way. Great tfip

followed by a good New Year's Eve with a fine
singing session in the back room.

Somerset

White Pit
2/1/94
Trev

55m

Priddy

Back to Pete Hellier's dig where we odelathe
limited amount of debris from the last bang an

laid another (2 slabs, 1 det, 1.5m cord) charge|.

Fired from Masters Hall. In via Waist of Thyme
out via Coffee Pot.
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Somerset

White Pit
3/1/94
Vince Simmonds

50m

Priddy

Abseiled down the 40 Backs to the top of

Prophecy Pot where | traversed across to Brian's

Attic — a short section of attractively decorated
phreatic tube with a reasonably promising dig

the end. The traverse across is fairly daunting
and long legs are a necessity! | found it easier

5h
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coming back though. We then climbed up to Pete
Hellier's Dig and hammered off a few flakes of
rock before deciding that another good bang wi
be needed to gain access to the rift. The
atmosphere was quite “funny” and the air
obviously bad so we ditched a few boulders in
Masters Hall and panted our way out to the
surface via Coffee Pot. We were quite relieved
get out into the drizzle and fresh air! The last
bang had obviously burnt up what little oxygen
was in the cave and we will now have to leave|i
to freshen itself up again.

—
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Somerset

Snake Pit Hole
5/1/94
Trev, Rich Blake

1h 20m

Priddy

.40 loads out, mostly rocks. Thenteal dig
was a foot deep in water so we propped a few
steel girders across the passage to catch rosf|fall
then concentrated on shifting the spoil out. | also
re-opened the lower part of the old MNRC
entrance shaft, removing rotten timber and an|old
bucket. The rift to the surface is well filled with
loose boulders. On leaving the cave a mega
snhowstorm began. There was also a large poadl
forming in Wheel Pit. As all our digs are now
temporarily out of play we may go and assist gt
Hillgrove Swallet next week.

Somerset

White Pit
10/1/94
Rich Blake

1%hr

Priddy

Firstly to Waist of Thyme where a thdine was
installed to the top of the Forty Backs. | then dug
five skiploads of clay from the dig at the end and
Rich hauled these back and dumped them. Ag the
air began to deteriorate we left the dig and
abseiled down the Forty Backs before climbing
up to Pete Hellier's Dig where a 3 slab, 1m cord,
1 det charge was laid and fired on both walls.
Back out via Coffee Pot carrying the battery, efc.
The air throughout the cave was quite fresh togay
but we will not return to the dig for several days
as the fumes will be bad.

A brief visit was then made to Lodmore Hole

Dig — the latest NHASA site. They have done
vast amount of work on walling up the shaft —
some 30’ deep by 20’ wide stone and concrete
wall having been built. A selection of winches,
an aerial cableway and diggers’ shed, complete
with Christmas decorations, make this excellen
site well worth a visit!

157
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Somerset

Attborough Swallet
10/1/94
Rich Blake

50m

Red Quar

The Cotham lads have started to digkh
passage above “Twist and Shout” but have not
got far with this. We went to the end of the “mud
tube” to where they have passed the grim, flat
out section at the end into a short piece of tiny|
streamway where the main stream (?) can be
heard beyond. A 3 slab, 1.5m cord, 1 det charge
was laid and fired on both walls to allow easie
access for digging. This will almost certainly
have to be banged regularly. A pity, because i
a real shithole. We diverted most of the strean)
down this passage to clear out the fumes. Cave
quite wet. A good day’s work.

S

Somerset

White Pit
11/1/94
Rich

1%hr

Priddy

14 skiploads of clay were draggedtzamd
dumped down the Forty Backs. We took turns|at
digging due to the distinct lack of good air at the
face. There is now room to turn around at the
junction. The way forward is a bit narrow but we
may solve this by digging the floor down. This |is




at present a comfortable, dry, two man dig but
will shortly require a third. At least it doesn’t
flood!!

Page 164

Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
12/1/94

Pete Hellier

(Jake, Trev, Rich,
Barry Weaver (CSS),
Pete Lacey (WCC),
Dick Lawrence(CSS))

Green Ore

We had been invited by the Hillgrovedeis to
assist with this prospect as they were short on
men. Unfortunately due to the continuing blooc
awful weather there was a large stream pourin
down the cave making conditions decidedly
unpleasant. We pratted about on the surface f
while before going to the pub. Barry and Co.
went down the cave to find the water rushing
away into the terminal rift which needs bangin

1y

pIr a

Somerset

White Pit
13/1/94
Rich Blake

1%hr

Priddy

6 skiploads dragged out of the Wafisthyme
Dig in extremely bad air conditions. We could
not safely dig any more until the conditions are
better. Bottles of compressed air may have to
used here.

We then descended the Forty Backs in a show
of wet mud — getting our own back! At Pete
Hellier's Dig we hammered and chiseled off th
bang-shattered rock on the walls of the rift to
enable me to squeeze down feet first into a bo
sized hole with no passable (or diggable) ways
on. Another dig “bites the dust”! Bang wire,
tools etc removed from the site and stored in
Masters Hall.

]

Somerset

Eastwater Cavern
16/1/94
Alone

2% hr

Priddy

Cave very wet. | undid the jubileipglin the
centre of the pipes at the start of the Traverse
These were then dragged out with difficulty to
the 380’ Way. The pipes attached to the two
dams were also dragged out and the whole lot
gradually dragged and kicked down the passa
to Morton’s Pot. After much struggling with
water filled pipes | managed to join up the thre|
sections and get most of the water flowing dov
the Pot. A quick visit to the bottom revealed
much of the debris floor washed away and the
water level up to the top of the potholed sectio
A drill steel from our old dig had been revealeq
in the floor. Cold, wet and knackered | then lef
the cave to its own devices for a few weeks.
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Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
17/1/94
Rich Blake

25m

Green Ore

Dressed in wet suits we were suitablyzed to
find the cave bone dry and clean washed! At t
bottom an impassable, choked bedding plane
seems to be the way on. Froth showed where
stream had sunk into the infilling gravel. 2 slab
of plaster were wedged into a floor crack and 1

ne

the

S
D

other slabs placed, one on each side of the crack,

on the floor of the bedding. 1.5m Pentaflex an
No.8 det. completed the charge. This was fireg
from the surface. The dig is at the bottom of af
eroded calcite vein and the cave is full of
generations’ worth of old digging tools and
tackle. A good tidy up would not go amiss. We
hope to clear the debris on Wednesday.

d 1
|
N

Somerset

White Pit
18/1/94
Jake, Rich Blake

1h 40m

Priddy

18 skiploads dumped down the ForigkBaA
diving cylinder of compressed air was taken
down and used occasionally to purge the foulr
from the dig. This seemed to work quite well, i
only psychologically! We each took a turn at th

ess

face, skip hauling and dumping down the pitch.




The mud bank above the pitch was also lower
and entrenched to both assist in air circulation
and help protect a vulnerable carrot-shaped
stalactite above. Apart from the bad air this is
most pleasant, dry, sandy and easy dig. Itis a
in a very promising positions.
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Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
19/1/94

Trev, Alex Gee, Barry|
Weaver, Pete
(Hillgrove Team)

1h 50m

Green Ore

Small stream entering cave whildivwerted
down another sink. Trev, Alex and | went to th
bottom and cleared the debris from the last ba
— basically one large, upside down boulder wh
used to be the RH side of the bedding plane!
About twenty bucket loads and an assortment
rocks were hauled out towards the surface wit
assistance from Barry and Pete who turned up
later. The way to follow seems to be ahead an
down the bedding. This will need a lot more
blasting. (Meanwhile, at White Pit, Vince, Jake
and Rich dug out another 18 skiploads).

Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
21/1/94
Rich Blake

25m

Green Ore

Quick trip to bang the end. 2 slaiwscord and
1 det were laid in the bedding on the RH side
fired from surface. (The previous day Trev hag
prepared the site for banging and cleared out
some 30 bucket loads of gravel and rock). Cay
bone dry (Trev cleared the bang the next day)

Somerset

White Pit
24/1/94
Alone

1h 20m

Priddy

Two skiploads dragged out and dunausch

the pitch. A length of rigid plastic hosepipe was

taken down and inserted in the dig with the oth
end down the Forty Backs. This will hopefully
operate as a GG3iphon when | can be bothereq
to go down the pitch and suck the end! A few
Draeger readings were taken in the dig and re
1.5% when | got there and some 3% when |
finished an hour later — not half as bad as
expected and quite capable of sustaining a ca
flame. The passage is going straight on and of
caveable size. Digging is relatively easy and s
nice and dry. Richard Masters has fenced the
entrance and erected a stile and Trev has put
MRO notice on the pipe.
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Somerset

White Pit
25/1/94
Jake, Estelle

1h 40m

Priddy

12 skiploads out. 3 %% £ the end when we
stopped digging. The dig is now some 3-4’ hig
by 1" wide and can be made deeper. The old g
was removed and will be replaced on
Wednesday.

kip

Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
26/1/94

Pete Hellier, Estelle,
Barry Weaver (CSS)

1h 40m

Green Ore

Vast amounts of bucket loadsaf apd rocks
were hauled up the cave to the bottom of the

railway. Trevor (and the last bang) had done an

excellent job at the bottom and there was a hu
pile of rock stacked ready for removal — which
we did not have the time or manpower to do. |
laid a 3 slab, 1 det, 1.5m cord charge on the R
wall at the bottom — fired from surface. A recer
inrush of water had backed up a couple of feet
the bottom but the dig is definitely vaguely
promising! (I said that 25 years ago!)
Meanwhile, in White Pit, Jake, Vince and Rich
Blake built a “flushing out” dam near the
entrance and failed to take in a new skip so di
no digging. (They removed 13 skips on 29/1)
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Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
30/1/94

2 hrs

Green Ore

The cave was surprisingly wet.\diread been

down and cleared the bang debris on the prev

ous




Trev, Estelle, Davey
Lennard

day when conditions were dry!) | was unable t
bang the end as it was under a foot of water —
covering the open, draughting hole that Trev h
uncovered. We hauled up a vast amount of sp
to the foot of the first ladder and all got soakin

D
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wet and cold in the process. There will have tg be

a mega winching session on Wednesday. Met
Tony Audsley and Co. who were fettling the
Mendip Digger narrow boat in preparation for i
re-launching on the Kennet and Avon Canal at
the end of February. We will have ot let the dig
dry out a bit before | can bang it again.
(Meanwhile Rich, Jake, Mike O’Driscoll dug in
White Pit)
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Somerset Tusker's Folly 10m Priddy 1) 3 slabs, 1 det, 1.0m cordtex laid on rock floor
(Eighteen Acre Green Ore and boulders in Tusker’s dig. Fired from surfage.
Cave) 2) 3 slabs, 1 det, 1.0m Cordtex laid and fired g
Hillgrove Swallet 50m wall and roof at end of cave. About 15 digging
31/1/94 bags were filled with spoil and moved back up
1) Ted Humphreys, the cave. At the dig face an open (for at least 8")
Rich Blake body-sized phreatic tube can be peered into. This
2) Ted, Rich, Matt seems to head back to the left, with a possible
Tuck bend to the right at the end. The floor is of roc
with a layer of gravel and there is a slight
draught. This may be the first bit of open cave
passage in Hillgrove! Richard and | will have g
look tomorrow and hopefully there will be a
pushing trip on Wednesday.
Somerset Hillgrove Swallet 40m Green Ore The aim of the trip was to pushtinéoopen
1/2/94 passage which yesterday’s bang must have
Barry Weaver (CSS) allowed access to. Sadly not! The hanging wa
Rich Blake was still in situ and there were heaps of gravel
both the approach passage and the “new bit”.
These were possiblyaused by the lump of
plaster on the hanging wall having fallen off
before being fired (which may account for the
louder bang than usual). There was a foot of
water in the end which | had to lie in to get my
head through the gap. While Rich and Barry
bagged up all the loose crap | laid a split 4 sla
charge on the facing and hanging wall which W
fired from surface. Hopefully this will have don
the job. (Meanwhile, at White Pit, Vince, Jake
and Matt Tuck had dug their way into a small,
open aven at the end of Waist of Thyme. They
report it to be slightly draughting — FRESH AIR
— and an encouragement for finding further op
cave here. Things are looking up.) (12 skip log
were dumped).
Page 169
Somerset Hillgrove Swallet 2 hr Green Ore | went to the end to check the tesidithe last
Minor 212194 bang. The way on was small but open and as
discovery Trev, Pete Hellier, cave was dry | managed to squeeze up into th

Estelle, Barry Weaver,
Pete Lacey

new passage and dig out the wet mud and gra
infill. This | pushed back to Estelle who bagge
it up. Trev and Pete H. moved spoil back near
entrance until Barry and Pete L. turned up to
operate the winch and remove vast amounts g
debris to surface. At the end | dug myself into
ft of almost hands and knees sized passage
ending in a slot with a view into a relatively
roomy lower passage some 3ft below. By this
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time my elbow was bleeding, | was caked in shit

and there was little to do except bang it. | lai2l
slab, 1 det, 1m cord charge and then Trev and
filled a few more bags with slop before retiring
to the entrance passage to assist with hauling
The charge was fired from the bottom of the
railway. A most productive night.

(Meanwhile, in White Pit, Alex Gee as leading
four Moles (Avon Mountaineering Club) lads o
a slow trip and Jake, Vince and Rich were
removing 18 skip loads of sand from the
increasingly pleasant and air-filled dig.).

— D

Somerset

White Pit

3/2/94

Rich Blake, Matt
Tuck, Vince

1h 50m

Priddy

30 skiploads out! The lads have lkxng a

superb job here and the digging face is at least 3’

high and a foot wide in layered clay and sand.
The new aven is superb — nicely decorated an
with a millimeter thick calcite floor below which
we are digging. Sadly this will probably not las
There is definitely more air flow in the dig now
though the conditions still deteriorate after an

hour or so’s work. The spoil is loaded into plasti

buckets (borrowed from Hillgrove) and
transferred into the skip. A partly covered skip
may be used in future. The (never used) siphg
tube and assorted gash equipment were remo
from the cave. A good metre of progress was
made but we now need to follow the passage
down at the angle of dip. A team will continue

.
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with this excellent and comfortable dig tomorrow

night.
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Somerset
Minor
discovery

Hillgrove Swallet
4/2/94
Trev Hughes

1h 40m

Green Ore

(In White Pit, Alex Gee, Vinceéeland Rich
removed 24 skiploads). Trev and | took diggin
bags, bang, etc down Hillgrove with intentions
clear the results of the last bang and hopefully,

enter the passage beyond. | squeezed in (over

pool of water) to find a lot of broken rock and
vast amounts of mud/gravel blocking the open
way on. | dug in this filth and pushed it back
with my feet to Trev, who dragged it out and

bagged it up. A great deal of crap was removed

and the way on eventually opened up — not dgwn

but almost horizontal. | carried on digging the
floor, roof and walls until some 10 ft of open
crawl could be seen and eventually entered to
point where it became very low and muddy an
tooth of rock hung out of the ceiling. | didn’t
fancy pushing it because of the loose roof gra
so decided to jack it in and put 1 slab of plaste
det and 0.5m cord on the offensive rock at the
entrance to this kneeling sized phreatic passa
Fired from bottom of railway. This is a most
interesting piece of horizontal phreatic tube
formed on a joint and totally different
development than the rest of the cave. Things
look good for the future!! (In White Pit, Jake,
Rich and Alex dumped 24 skips).

Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
6/2/94

Trev, Davey Leonard

1h 55m

Green Ore

With continued wet weather we egolea damp
trip and unenthusiastically donned our wet ang
filthy wet suits. On arrival the cave was bone
dry! The last bang had smashed up the
boulder/bedrock at the start of the new section
and Trev removed the debris, plus loads of
muddy gravel. Davey bagged it up and | chuck
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it back. Loads of bags and rocks were then

hauled halfway up the cave before exhaustion
took over. Assorted crap was taken away from
the site to be given to the dustmen.
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Somerset

Attborough Swallet
8/2/94
Snablet

1% hr

Red Quar

Tourist trip round the cave fortfetaincluding
the upper series on the way out. The entrance
area is still loose. The left hand dig in the mair
streamway has been partly excavated by the
Cotham lads and appears to sump. Closer
inspection reveals it to bend to the left and ihis
the way they should go in future as the water
definitely flows away. We next went to the end
of the grotty mud tube (now slightly cleaner du
to a series of dams and pipes) where | laid a 4

slab, 3m cord, 1 det charge on the walls beforg
the end to increase working space. There is an

open rift ahead with the noise of a very close

stream. The charge was fired from the chambe

halfway back to Cotham Hall as we only had &
half used Duracell Zoom battery to fire it with,
having forgotten the heavy rechargeable batte
No problems and a healthy bang.

(Meanwhile, In White Pit, Jake, Estelle, Vince
and Rich dragged out 24 skiploads).

D

v

=

ry!!

(On 11/2/94 Jake, Snablet, Vince and Rich dugdwgkiploads in White Pit and reached an area

buried boulders)

(On 12/11/94 the team removed some boulders arsftiptbads)

of

Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
13/2/94
Trev

1%hr

Green Ore

Om 9/11/94 Trev and Pete Helipraved
several bags. On 12/11/94 Trev, alone dug ou
loads. Today, being short of a hauling team, w
filled bags and dug in the terminal passage — 1
less muddy and with more gravel due to recen
flooding. | worked at the end and after removin
some ceiling rock and floor gravel banks | was
able to look up into black open space — at leas

standing height! Due to the angle of view | was

not able to see ahead and a very long roof flak
prevented easy access. This will have to be
banged as it is unsafe to hammer from below.
The draught, and hence cold was now intense
se retreated from the dig to warm up and spre
the good word. | will bang the flake tomorrow
and hopefully get into the new stuff.
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Somerset
Minor
discovery

Hillgrove Swallet
14/2/94

Rich, Trev, Matt
Tuck, Ted Humphreys

2 hr

Green Ore

Providentially, a good team asseirdti¢he
Belfry — due to the sudden snowfall which
stopped Trev and Rich from surveying. At the
cave Rich and | went to the bottom while the
others hauled sacks and moved rocks. | laid a
slab, 1 det, 1m cord charge on the roof slab ar
fired it from the top of the stepped pitch — very
loud! We then continued with spoil hauling for
half an hour or so until, realizing that there wa
an inward draught, we went back down to che
the results. The roof slab was now on the floon
together with a vast heap of gravel and mud. |
started to clear this, pushing it back to Rich wh
bagged it and sent it out to Matt and Co. The
bang had done an excellent job but a couple g
pieces of the slab were too large to move easi
Eventually enough was cleared to allow me to
squeeze rapidly through into open passage. A

ck

as,




though standing height as foreseen, it was only
e

some 4’ long! The draught disappeared into th

clean washed rift in the floor — choked with loose

rock and inwashed debris. Rich joined me and
we then headed out for an excellent lunchtime

session at the Hunters. A lot of clearing work is

now needed on this superbly promising site to
progress further. It will almost certainly “go big
over the next few trips. A bloody good session
despite the lack of major open passages.
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Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
16/2/94

Pete Hellier, Alan
Mills (1), Barry
Weaver, Pete Lacey

2h 10m

Green Ore

Took down a couple of plasticsshipd, using

bits of rope left round the cave, rigged a skipway

in the new passage. Pete then hauled and | du

g at

least 20 bag loads and a few boulders. Barry and
team arrived and hauled heaps of bags up to the

base of the fixed ladder. There is still lots aifer
to come out before the digging of the way on

starts — a good flood would help by cleaning oy

all the mud (the reverse Midas Touch strikes
again!) The Hillgrove Team seem impressed b
our efforts and have now been converted to th
use of digging bags! This is the first time | hav
been digging with Satanic Mills in about 20

—

W<

years! Another good session. (On 17/2/94 Vince,

Rich, Alex and Jake removed 20 skiploads from

White Pit)

Somerset

Eighteen Acre Cave
Hillgrove Swallet
21/2/94

John “Jingles”
Williams

10m
1h 25m

Priddy
Green Ore

1) Laid and fired a slab, 1 det, 1m cord charge
boulders in Tusker’s dig.

2) Then to Hillgrove with a load of empty sacks

which we took down to the dig. A dozen or so
bags were filled and Jingles dragged them bag
in the skip. Several large boulders were remoy
from the last breakthrough point and also
dragged out. The terminal passage has now
improved somewhat in size and ease of acces
the end. This will make dragging easier. The W
on at the end seems to be straight down in the
floor in the hope that we can follow the
continuing rift at a lower level. A good flood
would be a benefit by washing the crap away.
good morning’s work.
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Somerset

White Pit

23/2/94

Jake, Estelle, lvan,
Rich Blake

1%hr

Priddy

Late start. We took down the Bosgth and
heavy duty battery and two rolls of conveyor b
which had Jake had earlier recovered from Stg
Hill Mine Cave. While Ivan ans | stitch-drilled
and hammered a large loose boulder at the en
the dig the others laid out and pegged down th
belt to act as a smooth floor for easier pulling ¢
loaded skips. About half of the boulder was
broken off before we had to rush out for the py
A new, narrow skip was also installed.

Somerset

White Pit

25/2/94

Jake, Matt Tuck, Rich
Blake

1h 40m

Priddy

20 skiploads and a large bouldefront the
dig. The boulder only just fitted along the
passage and was what was left of the in situ Ig
boulder after Jake and Rich had drilled and
hammered it into submission. The conveyor
belting and new, thin skip on the last section o
passage are working fine. The clay steps in th
passage should be dug away and slopes form
to aid in skip hauling. At the face the way on

on
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seems to be down in the floor, through a bed ¢




gritty, yellow sand containing the odd rock. Nig
and spacious.

Somerset

Eighteen Acre Cave
Hillgrove Swallet
28/2/94

1) Rich, (Trev)

2) Rich, Trev (visitor:
Dave Irwin)

Ya hr
1h 25m

Priddy
Green Ore

1) A three slab, one det, 1m cord charge was |
and fired on solid rock at the top of a narrow,
choked rift in Tusker’s dig. The key to the cave
had unknowingly been lost but was amazingly
luckily found in the field about 20ft from the
entrance!

aid

2) A vast amount of bags were hauled to various

point throughout the cave — several of these

having been filled by Trev the previous day. The

end was looked at and found to be cleaner

following recent rain. The way on seems to be
down in the floor. A large, loose rock may nee
banging or could submit to the hammer. A godg
morning’s work
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Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
2/3/94

Trev, Pete Hellier,
Barry Weaver, Dave
Evans (Pete Lacey)

2 hr

Green Ore

(In White Pit, Ivan, Jake, Rich btait removed
20 loads).
At Hillgrove: Trev bolted onto the trolley his
home-made wooden “sauce boat” — beautifully
painted but unfortunately too large for the
passage! He then had to spend an hour chisel
bits of rock out of the roof to make it fit. Peteda
| went to the end and managed to move the
offending boulder with intentions of either
hammering it to bits or banging it. We decided
on the latter course of action and | laid a 1 slal
det, 0.5m cord charge on top of it. On attempti
to fire it from the top of the last “pitch” we
suffered a misfire so | had to go back down to
check it. One of the firing wires had pulled off
the det wire so in fear and trepidation | rewireg
it. This time it worked! Barry and team arrived
and lots of bags were then hauled throughout
cave and to the surface. — 96 bag loads and 1
large rocks ending up on the spoil heap. Dave
hada look at the end but couldn’t see much for
the recent bang fumes — | expect him to suffer
with a headache! There is still a vast amount @
bags ready to go out but the evening was
extremely productive. Now we can get down tg
the digging. | prophesy an imminent
breakthrough.
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Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
3/3/94
Matt Tuck

2% hr

Green Ore

| went down first and took a lohdmpty bags
to the end, which | began filling and stacking —
also removing the broken rock from the
successful bang of the previous evening. Matt
then unexpectedly appeared (despite his
hangover and aching piles!) and hauled the bg

out to the “Acro Rift” area. After a fag break we

changed positions and | hauled out a few more
bags to the final tune of 30 or so. A bit of tidyin
up was done on the way out. It was interesting
note that the whole cave seems to be formed i
vertical bedding planes connected by short

sections of horizontal joint passage. A bit like &

vertical version of Eastwater Cavern. An
enjoyable morning’s work followed by a pleasa
Hunter’'s mid-week lunchtime session.
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Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
6/3/94

2h 50m

Green Ore

At least 30 bags were filled atetid and

dragged back to the “Acro Rift". Many of these




Trev Hughes

were then stacked up and lots of roskd as
“ginging”. Much assorted ironmongery was
moved up the cave and rubbish removed from

site. The way on still seems to be straight down
in the floor though there is a narrow, partly open

and draughting horizontal joint passage on the
RH side. There is a very strong draught
throughout the cave and | have a strong feelin
of a large open system not far away (Diggers
here have been thinking that for over 90 years
though!) The Mendip Digger narrow boat has
been carted off to the canal.

Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
713/94
Trev

2h 55m

Green Ore

Between us we filled about 25 hagsemoved
these and a selection of rocks from the end of
cave. As previously stated the way on appears

[(®]

the
to

be down in the floor, and this is in fact where the

stream disappears. After clearing out most of {
infill it was apparent that the true way on is

through a horizontal joint on the RH side into 3
theoretical parallel bedding passage (vertical).

The strong draught goes straight into this areal.

This low section was dug as much as possible
bang will be needed to make it accessible.
Another general tidying up was also carried od
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Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
9/3/94

1) Alone

2) Pete Hellier, Estellg
Paul CoXXt, Barry
Weaver, (Dave Evans
Pete Lacey)

Ya hr

1h 40m

Green Ore

1) Lunchtime banging trip to take thed®kher
of roof off at the end using 1 slab and 1 det on
2) Back in the evening to check results of bang
The RH corner was untouched (!) but a large
lump had been blown off the hanging wall
opposite (1) This wall was in fact a huge, l00s¢
flake which | later brought down with a crowba
and banged with another 1 det, 1 slab charge.
Some digging and hauling of skiploads of rock
was also done before we concentrated on shif
all the bags from the bottom of the main “pitch
up to surface, along with all those stacked at t
bottom of the incline. This was probably a tota
of over 90 bags. The cave is how clear of spoi
far as the Acro Rift where there are many mor
full bags to come out. The hauling engine and
wagon worked magnificently in the capable
hands of Pete Lacey and really ought to be
recorded on video! It seems unfortunately that
there is some discussion in the ranks of the
Hillgrove Team about our (my) style of digging
and they apparently are upset that | banged th
end before they could have a look. As it canng
be dug further in the present state | feel jusdifig
in using up the limited available time on a
Wednesday evening in banging it during the
digging session. They have the rest of the wee
to go in for a look. Likewise, Jake, Vince and
Richard do not want the use of spoil bags in
White Pit for similar reasons — they correctly
assuming that | will go in alone and fill them ug
for them to drag out! They are dead right but
though | am somewhat selfish in this respect n
one can deny that it brings results and saves @
hell of a lot of wasted time. | may have to
moderate my enthusiasm or find a solo dig
somewhere.
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Somerset
Minor
discovery

Hillgrove Swallet
10/3/94
Alone

2 Y% hr

Green Ore

Yesterday’s bang had smasheceualibn
boulder to perfection. Half of this was thrown
back into the rift and the remainder left as
shoring to prevent the fall of another huge lum

above. | then dug into the gravel and rock filled

crawl beyond in order to gain access to the
parallel bedding plane which could be seen sg
8’ to the right. After a lot of bloody hard work |
was able to squeeze with difficulty into open,
apparently big, passage. With much struggling
and trapped arms | entered a rift/aven just abg
big enough to stand up in and turn around with
no way on. Bastard! This seems to be some s
of inlet and there is flood debris well up the
walls. With lunchtime looming | managed to
squeeze out again and headed for the pub —
knackered, cramped and disappointed at the |
of a big discovery but pleased at getting throug
The excellent weather was much appreciated.
seems that the way on is down the (now infille

rift and a lot of work will be needed to progress

here. Hillgrove is not going to yield up its sesre
easily after all! Several spoil bags were stropp
and some tidying up was done on the surface
including removal of the blasted rocks which
were spoiling the views of the “Tower Karst”.
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Somerset

White Pit

13/3/94

Trev, Ivan, Carmen,
Ben Lovett

2h 20m

Priddy

About 35 skiploads were dug and fthalg
from the end using a new system of loading tw
full buckets into each skip all the way out (as v

are not allowed to use bags on this dig!) The ai

is pretty bad at the end and the passage is

continuing to slope down without any signs of
airspace. It is still one of Mendip’s most pleasa
digs though. Andy Sparrow and Co. have
restarted Brian’s Attic dig and were probably in
the cave today, though we could not hear then

Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
14/3/94

Trev Hughes, Pete
Hellier, Carmen
Smith, Estelle
Sanford, Pete Lacey,
Barry Weaver

1h 40m

Green Ore

90 bags were hauled out to suofatke “Light
Railway” — many of these having been dragge
up from the depths by “the Girlies”. Trev and
Pete learnt how to operate the winch. Barry an
Pete Lacey arrived and went to the bottom for
look and to dig. We did not see them in the pu
afterwards so don't know how they got on. Mo
tidying up was done on the surface.
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Somerset

Eighteen Acre Cave
Eastwater Swallet
17/3/94

1) Estelle

2) Estelle, Carmen

20m
1Yahr

Priddy

1) 2 slabs, 1 det, ¥> m cord was laid aretfion
a ledge of rock at the “working face”. Estelle
went for a look around the rest of the cave.

2) Down to “Jepson’s Dig” in the 380" Way
where we filled and dragged out over 20 bags
infilled sand and gravel. These were dumped i
the Traverse. Cave quite wet. Well done “the
Girlies”!
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Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
21/3/94
Alone

1%hr

Green Ore

The cave was taking a “moderatki@wvis
sized” stream and thus was very wet all the wa
down. At the end it flowed into a 6” deep pool
and was obviously escaping easily into the
vertical bedding plane below, though the actug
sink points were not obvious — despite my
probing into the floor with a crowbar. | manage
to fill about 20 bags at the end and in the “Acr

Ly

|

d
D

Rift” where washed in spoil was saved from




being transported to the working face and
do in the prevailing wet conditions so | stackeq

the surface and headed for the pub.

Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
23/3/94

Estelle, Paul Constan
Barry Weaver, Pete
Lacey

Y hr

Green Ore

| spent much of the evening onuhiace,
filling bags with the contents of the dams/silt
traps and stacking them against the eroded
headwall to help stop it worsening — and to cle
the silt traps ready for the next flood. Estelld a
Paul arrived to assist before going to the botto
and tidying up the skip run. They were not
inspired to dig so began moving a heap of fille
bags towards the surface. | joined them and th
heap was hauled to the base of the railway
incline where we met Barry and Pete just com
in — 9.30! We left the “night shift” to it and
buggered off to the pub.
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Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
27/3/94

Rich Witcombe
(WCC), Trev, Estelle,
Paul Constant

2h 10m

Green Ore

Rich came down on a “tourist taipd ended up
being sub-contracted to the sub-contractors!

the bags which I filled with spoil from the floor
of the rift. Trev arrived and togther they hauled
and stacked bags and also filled more in the

were also hauling bags. At the end | moved
several large rocks which | had erected
previously as a temporary roof support and fillg
up more bags. It is possible that the way on is
straight ahead, following the gently dipping
horizontal joint/vertical bedding plane
intersection. This is full of mud, gravel and

wall in a dodgy state. | loosened up some
massive rocks which will have to be banged
tomorrow. Acro jacks may be needed to suppd
a large boulder forming the “ceiling”. Having ru
out of bags I then joined the others who had b
now got all the bags up to the railway and wer
tramming them out to surface. In a short time
had the 40 plus bags out and emptied — a goo
afternoon’s work.

Somerset

Hillgrove Swallet
28/3/94
Alone

1h 50m

Green Ore

| took over bang to use on thé&dbamat the eng
but decided that it was unnecessary as | mang
to break up a couple of them with the lump
hammer. | also filled about 20 bags and remoy
/ stacked several rocks. Two skiploads and a
selection of rocks were dragged out and stack
| made a couple of feet progress by digging
straight ahead and there is now a great deal o
spoil to be bagged up and removed — plenty tg
keep the lads going over the next few weeks. ]
loose roof boulder was wedged up with a smal
rock but will still need scaffolding for extra

Cave surprisingly dry.

dragged out again! There was little else | could

few rocks underground, did some tidying up on

After a look at the end he hauled the skip, taking

“Acro Rift". Meanwhile, above, Paul and Estelle

boulders and when excavated leaves the hangi

safety. Some surface tidying up was also done.
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Somerset

Attborough Swallet
Hillgrove Swallet
29/3/94

Vince, Estelle

40m

1% hr

Red Quar
Green Ore

The aim of the Attborough trip was to bang the
LH dig in the main passage below Cotham Ha
This was flooded so | didn’t bother and waited
for Vince and Estelle to do a tourist trip to the

streamway below. On the way out we noted




Nigel's dig in the entrance passage below the
“Escape Route” and decided to bang that to sa
them a lot of hammer and chisel work. | laid 2
slabs, 0.5m cord and 1 No.8 det which we fire
noisily, from the bottom of the entrance shatft.
Then on to Hillgrove where the 20+ bags of sp
were skipped out from the end and eventually
hoisted to one of the ledges. These, and other
were hoisted up the drop and stacked ready fg
the Wednesday night team. The dodgy roof
boulder at the end was partially propped with 3
scaffold pole. A pleasant, hard working,
evening’s entertainment. Vince was impressed
with both sites.

Somerset Hillgrove Swallet 55m Green Ore Ag and rock hauling throughout theca5
30/3/94 sacks and 3 truckloads of rock to surface befo
Barry Weaver, Trev the winch as out of fuel and the pissing rain
pissed us off!
Somerset Attborough Swallet [35m Red Quar 1x To the dry side passage banged on Tuesda
Snake Pit Hole 5m Priddy laid and fired a 2 slab, 1 det, 0.5m cord charge

31/3/94
Alone

which will hopefully be the last one needed
before the Cotham lads break through into the
open section visible beyond.

2x On the way to the pub | had to break into
Snake Pit Hole (lock buggered) to look for my
steel bar. It was not there and must be either
down White Pit or in Trev's garage!

A pleasant morning’s entertainment. At least 6|

of water in the dig at the end of Snake Pit Hole.
This week British cave diver lan Rollands died|i

a sump in the Huatla System, Mexico. | didn’t
know him very well but the fact that he has a

wife and three small children brings home the
terrible conflict between caving and

ive

re

y. |

a

responsibility. Unfortunately | agree with lan.




